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LIFE  OF  SILE  DOTY. 


CHAPTEPw  I. 

HIS   EAELY  DAYS   AKD   CHARACTEEISllCS. 

I  was  born  May  30th,  1300,  in  the  town  of  Albans,  in  tho. 
State  of  Yermont,  and  received  the  name  of  Silas  Doty  from 
my  parents.  I  very  soon  received  the  name  of  ^*Sile,"  by 
"which  nick  name  I  have  since  been  known.  My  father's  name 
was  David  Doty.  His  occupation  was  thjit  of  a  farmer,  and 
he  speculated  to  some  extent  in  horses.  Ho  sustained  the  repu- 
tation of  an  honest  man ;  reliable  in  all  his  business;  Iransactionsy 
which  character  he  maintained  to  the  close  of  his  life. 

My  mothers  name  was  Martha.  I  cannot  give  a  very  clear* 
description  of  her.  She  was  calm.,  patient  and  positive  in  all 
she  said.  She  gave  me  many  a  good  lecture  in  my  boyhood, 
and  seemed  over-anxions  about  me;  but  all  her  admonitions? 
"wei'e  of  no  avail. 

When  I  was  about  nine  years  old,  my  parents  moved  to  the 
Stat*3  of  Xcw  York,  and  settled  in  the  County  of  Franklin, 
Town  of  Bangor.  " 

I  had  two  brothers,  John  and  James,  who  were  good  boys, 
and  respectable  men.  Their  associations  were  good,  and  they 
were  fully  up  to  the  standard  of  the  best  society.  I  also  had 
four  sisters,  Ma.rtha,  Mahala,  Sarah,  and  dementia.  They 
were  all  highly  respected,  moved  in  the  bes,t  circles  of  society, 
and  were  loving  and  obedient  to  their  parents.  In  our  home 
much  attention  vras  given  to  Christianity,  reading  of  the  Biblcy 
praying,  etc.,  all  of  which  I  did  not  care  to  see  or  hear.  I 
looked  upon  it  as  a  gre^it  waste  of  time.     Kneeling  down  was 

(5) 
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You  will,  therefore,  mZ.MtiZ'rl  ^  '°'''°'°"^  ^^-''^'^'-. 

every  surrounding  toha  e,t  T  ^'^  every  opportunity, 

%  father,  durinf,  "  S  !;"  '  °"''  ^-"'  ^"'^  ^  "^^ "'  -^^ 

^vhich.vasvalued,tt    L     n     of  r"T'','"^  "  ^'^^«^<^  ^^^^^t«. 
seventy-live  thousL.d  doi.rs  '  '^'''^''  '"'  ^^^''^  ^^  to 

.se«L;':^iSl;;;  h^^^^^^^^^       -^t-  --  .arned  and 
-other  had  an  eJen^^^^  '"^'''^^'^^  -nd  youth.    My 

Her  boundless  goueroJt;  S  j  tu  ?f""°f  '''  ™'  ''^"'^  P^' 
a  sack  of  flour,  n^ruiy  v  ci     cl      '  ■°'""°  '"^^  ^"-     ^^^r 

and  every  othel-  thin'.;.  ,'""'  "7^  '  ^^^""^^  <^^  Gutter! 

erally  aniong  the  needv     I  oS  ,  .  "'  7'''  '''^^"'>"ted  lib- 

own  hands,  and  these  .rts  of  eh  Tf  '^''''  """&«  '^-'^^^  -7 
'"acle  it  a  part  of  tlL  bu  ne^  t  '' ,/''""  ''^'•-^^^'  ^"^  ^^^e 
«"cl  give  to  the  poo.  '^^  ""^  "^^'  ^^^'^^'  ^^  ^'^'^  f^'om  the  rich, 

need  ;^:b::^;:;;s:^r  ^^  T"",  f  ^^^^ ''-  ^  ^-^^^ 

feet,  I  .-ou!d  take  an'vthiiS  re.  h    ^ ,  ""'  ^^'^"'^  "P*^^  -^ 
>  •     Ofeoursethi3isbnr.erbacktl,n  t     '^"^''^^'P  ^^^"'W  and  hide 

deal  of  pleasure,  wiien  I  had  mZl.'T  .  ?'''''  "''^  ^  ^''^^^ 
searcJx  for  it.  The  searr-hes  wJ  e  c  ^  f  "'^°*'^'"S.  to  see  them 
times  I  ^vas  cauc^ht  bv  nv  ,,?  ^^  generally  unsuccessful.  Some- 
They  undoubtecllv  th  uSt':  S:;'f  ^^  t^'^  '  ^^'"^  P--S 

o;.t  .£t::r r  A  :;:r Ls "  f -'-  -^  ^  -  ^"ed 

el^'ef,  and  with  a  spelli.K-  boo     ^  '  '"'^  """^'^  ^^^^^^ker- 

to  school,  .-here  I  Lon  mal  "  Jf'?^  """'  ^  '""''  "^^  ^^y 
boys,  becoming  familiar  .^th  S  Ld': "' ''^^™'^"°  ^^^ 
tiling  they  had.  ^"  ''"'^  «^ery  article  of  play. 
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I  soon  managed  to  become  quite  a  favorite  with  all ;  I  could 
dance  and  sing,  and  make  any  amount  of  fun  for  the  scholars. 
.•\fter  awhile,  almost  every  day,  something  was  missing  in  the 
way  of  a  ball,  bow  and  arrow,  top,  handlcerchief,  and  now  and 
then  a  ribbon  or  rullle  from  some  of  the  garments  of  the  girls. 
One  boy  I  got  a  dislike  to,  and  I  stole  his  cap,  carried  it  to  a 
muddy  place,  dug  a  hole  with  my  liands  and  buried  it.     We 
hung  our  hats  in  the  entry  as  we  went  into  tlie  school  house.  " 
I  looked  out  the  place  to  put  it  at  noon,  and  in  the  afternoon  I 
asked  to  go  out,  and  took  it  to  the  place  I  had  selected.     It .. 
lias  now  been  sixty  years,  and  I  think  it  lies  there  to-day.  Whenv 
school  was  out  there  was  a  big  hunt  for  David's  hat,  and  I 
hunted  with  the  rest,  but  he  vrent  home  bareheaded.  I  laughed 
to  niyseli  to  see  him  go ;  I  did  not  like  him.  - 

Kot  long  after  this  while  attending  a  summer  school^  and 
while  I  yet  lived  in  Vermont,  the  school  Mistress  had  a  dark- 
handled  pen-knife  which  I  liad  frequently  seen  in  her  hand, 
and  my  desire  grevr  stronger  from  day  to  day  to  possess  it. 
I  finally  made  up  my  mind  to  steal  it,  but  how  to  get  it  was  the 
question.  I  thought  of  various  ways;  indeed,  it  worked  upon 
my  mind  constantly.  At  last,  one  night  at  home  in  bed,  I  hit 
upon  the  way,  and  for  days  I  watched  for  the  opportunity,  and 
it  came  just  at  noon.  A  little  while  before  she  dismissed 
school,  she  laid  it  down  upon  her  desk.  After  she  dismissed 
school,  she  sat  down  a  little  distance  away  to  her  dinner,  her 
back  partly  toward  the  desk.  I  then  took  out  of  my  pocket  a 
small  red  liandkerchief,  \rent  around  and  slapping  it  several 
times  down  on  the  desk,  very  near  where  the  knife  lay,  and 
finally  taking  it  up  in  my  hand  I  walked  away ;  I  soon  went 
out  and  laid  it  under  the  bottom  rail  of  a  fence  close  by  ;  I  per- 
formed all  this,  unseen  by  any  one.  When  school  was  called  I 
walked  in  and  took  my  seat,  well  prepared  in  my  mind  what  to 
say  when  the  subject  came  up,  as  I  knew  it  would. 

The  teacher  called  the  school  to  order,  and  in  a  grave  way 
asked,  who  had  taken  her  knife,  to  which  question  there  was  no 
answer.  '^  Some  one  of  you  boys  have  got  it  and  I  must  have 
it  to  make  pens  with."  Still  there  was  no  answer.  I  tried  to 
look  innocent,  and  I  m.ust  have  succeeded,  for  I  never  learned 
that  I  was  suspected.     I  told  her  she  might  examine  my  pock- 
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ets  any  time,  but  with  all  her  efforts  there  was  uo  knife  or 
thief  found.  When  I  went  home,  my  brothers  and  sisters  made 
a  good  decil  of  talk  about  it.  I  noticed  my  mother  looked 
pretty  sharply  at  me  durin^^  the  conversation  about  the  knife. 
For  several  days  there  was  much  talk  and  inquir}^,  but  all  died 
away,  and  I  took  the  knife  home  apd  laid  it  in  a  secure  place. 
It  was  among  the  chattels  which  I  transported  to  the  State  of 
IsTew  York.  I  kept  the  knife  for  many  years  and  used  it  with- 
out discovery. 

I  might  relate  many  other  very  similar  events,  that  occurred 
in  the  State  of  Xew  York,  but  about  this  time  my  parents 
moved  to  the,  then,  West,  where  I  made  new  acquaintances, 
and  a  new  field  was  opened  to  me. 

Kot  a  very  long  time  after  vre  were  settled  in  the  town  of 
Eangor,  I  made  a  sligJit  raid  upon  a  blacksmith's  shop,  ovrned 
by  one  Captain  Strouse,  and  who  lived  not  very  far  from  our 
house.  I  stepped  into  his  shop  one  day,  and  witnessed  the 
operation  of  turning  a  horse  shoe.  Just  as  the  Captain  had 
completed  it,  they  called  him  to  dinner.  When  ho  left  the 
shop  he  laid  the  shoe  on  the  anvil,  and  during  his  absence,  I 
appropriated  the  said  shoe  to  my  own  use.  I  then  returned 
home  and  hid  the  shoe  in  a  place  where  no  one  would  find  it, 
for  I  expected  that  a  little  trouble  might  grow  out  of  the  trans- 
action. Sure  enough,  just  at  evening,  here  came  the  Captain, 
and  as  soon  as  I  saw  him  and  father  talking,  I  fully  understood 
what  was  up.  In  a  few  minutes  I  was  called,  and  put  upon  a 
rigid  examination  in  reference  to  the  missing  hoi^e  shoe.  I 
stoutly  denied  having  any  knowledge  of  it,  only  that  I  saw  the 
Captain  making  one.  My  father  finally  told  me  that  in  the 
mormng  he  would  settle  with  me,  and  I  understood  full  well 
what  that  meant.  So  when  it  was  dark  I  slipped  out,  took  the 
shoe  and  returned  it  to  the  Captain's  shop,  putting  it  through  a 
crack  on  the  floor.  Early  in  the  morning,  and  before  the  settle- 
ment time  came,  in  comes  the  Captain,  saying  to  my  father, 
"  We  have  accused  the  boy  wrongfully,  I  have  found  the  shoe." 
After  relating  ail  the  particulars  the  Captain  left  for  home, 
well  pleased  to  find  me  innocent  of  the  charge  he  made  against 
me.  When  the  Captain  was  out  of  sight,  my  father  told  me 
he  wished  to  see  me  at  the  barn.     When  there,  he  said,  ^'SHe, 
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vou  stole  tbat  shoe  and  carried  it  back  last  niglit,  and  unless 
vuu  tell  me  all  about  it,  I  am  going  to  hang  you."  I  replied, 
♦•  I  Iiave  told  you  all  I  know."  He  then  picked  up  a  rope,  I 
fir  pose  he  had  in  readiness,  and  put  it  ai'ound  my  neck,  and 
liiTowiiK'-  the  end  over  a  joist  in  the  barn,  he  pulled  until  it 
hurt  me  quite  badly.  He  then  eased  olT,  and  said,  "Tell  me 
the  truth."  In  reply  I  told  him,  "All  I  had  to  say,  I  had 
sni-.l."  After  repeating  this  operation  several  times,  without 
achieving  any  success,  he  stopped,  and  I  was  allowed  to  go 
away  swearicg  mad.  The  effect  upon  me  was  injurious,  and 
I  rodolved  thereafter  to  steal  everything  I  could  see.  . 

Til  is  was  about  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  1812-15. 
At  that  time,  that  part  of  the  State  of  Kew  York  was  new 
and  thinly  settled,  and  there  was  a  great  deal  of  hunting  and 
trapping  done.  The  fur  of  sables  was  in  good  demand  and 
traps  were  set  wherever  the  animal  could  be  found.  I  occa- 
Fioiially  visited  the  traps,  wliicli  belonged  to  the  men  who  vrere 
engaged  in  the  trade,  and  as  often  relieved  them  of  any  animal 
tliat  chanced  to  be  caught. 

About  this  time  I  ^vent  with  a  man,  whom  I  will  call  "Wm. 
Wick.  He  was  something  of  a  trapper,  and  knew  all  the 
|>I:-\ce3  where  traps  were  set  in  the  vicinity.  AVe  entered  into  a 
i^ort  of  partnership.  The  agreement  between  us  was,  that, 
v/hatever  I  stole  he  was  to  sell,  and  give  me  half  the  proceeds. 
Sometimes  we  w-ent  together  and  looked  over  the  traps.  ^  This 
we  done  mostly  in  the  night  time,  and  usually  went  in  disguise. 
Vre  generally  blackened  our  faces.  We  carried  on  this  trade 
for  about  tlireo  years,  receiving  quite  a  considerable  amount  of 
money. 

On  one  occasion  while  looking  over  tlie  traps  of  other  men, 
some  two  or  three  miles  from  home,  and  after  relieving  a  trap 
or  two  of  its  contents,  t^vo  men  who  were  secreted  in  the 
bushes,  came  upon  us,  cursing  and  sv/earing,  and  telling  what 
ihey  v.'ould  do.  "VVicks  knocked  one  of  them  down  with  his 
li:^t,  while  I  waited  upon  the  other  with  a  club,  or  heavy 
walkiug  stick.  Before  they  could  recover  from  the  blows,  wo 
were  gone.  A  rumor  was  soon  rife  in  the  neighborhood,  that 
tv-o  negroes  were  robbing  the  traps  of  white  men  in  the 
swamp.     This  added  materially  to  their  aire  idy  acquired  repu- 
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short  time.     The  o  .v    a  low°  ""'  ''"''"'^^  °"^>^  ^^^  ^ 

of  Panr^or  ealJed  CI  ,'  el  '  "^'^'  country  j,ortli  and  east 
^<^o.^.r'^''',^:'Z::^f'-^f.-^f'^  of  sable 
xny  father  to  go  there  anil  llu't  '  ^  '''""'='  '"""'^^^■''^  ^' 

V7ere  many  of  an  older  growth  inr)  T  i,.  ^^^-'■^" 

them  I'l      W,v.i.    .    7  ^  '^l^^'^'  ^""^  -I  became  acqua  nted  with 

In  a  few  years  I  became  the  «  bell  sLoen  "  <^,.  «  •      ,     , 
Tiie  organization  spread  out  until  a  ]i net?,  f        7   '''"^''■ 

but  counterfeiters  o^bor^ot  a?]  ;%.~''  1,"^-' 
year  1810.  I  became  activelv  en^.id  ,n  '       ^"'«"t  the 

during  the  winter  of  1816-17  T  hnrl  .^^       . 
shop,  where  I  made  some  faL Ufand    S     ,'  .^'"•"'^'- 
-hich  almost  any  door  could  be  opened     '       '  '-''''  ""  ^^ 
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\..ti('o  of  h\^  presence  he  gave  me  by  setting  a  stick  up  at  the 
V  .!«•  of  our  iloor.  I  Nvas  always  looking  for  him,  during  those 
(i.iys,  after  night  came. 

Wicks  and  I  vrent  to  a  small  town  in  the  county  of  Franklin, 
ii\  the  State  of  Isew  York,  where  one  of  our  company  lived, 
and  surveyed  the  situation  of  a  store,  and  made,  with  our  friend, 
ihc  preliminary  arrangements  for  closing  it  out.  On  the  com- 
i:iu-  Friday  night  a  team  was  to  come  from  a  distance  of  forty 
miles  to  carry  away  the  goods.  The  day  came  at  last  w^hen 
v.'o  were  to  embark  in  our  ilrst  effort  at  housebreaking  or  burg- 
larv,  and  to  me  it  was  a  big  treat.  At  nine  o'clock  we  were 
i»!l  at  the  house  of  our  friend  in  town,  consulting  upon  all  the 
d.inji^ers  that  might  oveilake  us,  and  the  course  to  pni*sue,  in  the 
event  that,  this  or  that  class  of  detection  should  befall  us. 
After  a  general  canvass  of  everything  coimected  with  the 
alTiiir,  our  friend  was  sent  out  to  reconnoiter  the  premises  and 
.see  that  the  way  was  all  clear.  After  an  hour  he  returned  with 
a  favorable  report,  that  the  coast  was  clear  and  advised  imme- 
diate action,  to  whicli  all  responded  **  Amen.''  In  twenty  min- 
utes a  ladder  was  set  up  at  a  back  window  of  tlie  store,  and  I 
went  up  and  took  out  a  pane  of  glass,  reached  inside  and  broke 
otT  a  nail  from  over  the  top  of  the  lower  sash,  raised  the  win- 
<low  and  stepped  in.  Tlie  rest  followed  me.  AVe  carried  a 
dark  lantern,  and  we  were  all  soon  .in  the  store  below,  and  at 
work.  I  had  keys  to  unlock  any  drawers  used  for  containing 
goods  or  money.  We  took  all  the  money,  and  filled  four  com- 
le.on  grain  bags,  with  the  most  valuable  goods  in  the  store.  In 
little  over  an  hour,  we  ^^"ere  all  assembled  in  good  order  at  the 
house  of  our  friend,  and  here  we  counted  and  divided  the 
in«>ney,  and  fouiid  ourselves  possessed  of  t^venty-live  dollars 
each.  We  then  carried  our  bags  of  goods  to  the  wagon,  and 
thev  Aveve  soon  moving:  off.  There  was  no  track  of  wasron  or 
tt'ani  to  be  found  next  morning.  The  value  of  the  goods  was 
about  nine  hundred  dollars.     This  made  us  all  a  very  fair  sum. 

Tiiese  goods  were  taken  to  the  house  of  the  man  who  drove 
the  team,  and  boxed  up,  and  put  in  his  chamber,  wliere  they 
reiaained  f9ur  or  five  months.  They  were  then  taken  and  sold 
to  a  friend  of  ours  in  Troy,  X.  Y.  We  each  got  our  share  of 
the  vrlue  of  the  goods.     AVicks  and  I  returned  to  our  places 


I 


before  mornin 


field  one  of  m%  fath   .( W  ^t^f^k  \'.''/'''^°"  °"*  ^^  ^^^^ 
be  back  in  the  field  ind  tnT      '  ^  *^®  t'"'?'  ^^^ich  must 

I  must  be  in  bed     I  eotld   ;7""?t^  ^PP^^'^^^"^  -"  -ght 
nigbt,  or  leave  it  wk  W  the  J  n  ""^  f ""''''  ^""^°  ^"^  "^^o  of 
The  question  «s  to  .vho  stile  f]-^^'       ^^  '^  "*^^'  ^^°^"^- 
-gaged  in  the  transact^f  .  'flf '  TT  ^"^^^P*  *°  ^^^o^^ 
prietor  of  the  store  and  o" Lr  of  t tl  a         ?-'•     "^'^  ^^^ 
great  e.xpense,  tx,  obtain  some  clue   o  ^hf^'^f'  "^  ^'^"'•^'  '-^^ 
a  waste  of  time  and  money   %1"^-     '^''^'  ^""^  '^  P^^^'^^^  te  be 
ferent  ones  for  a  tin^Sd  fl7   '""  "'^'"^  "P°"  ^^^^'^^'^l  dif- 
acquitt.,  in  the  estinrtioTV^J J^  ''f'^''  ^^^  ^^  ^-t 

age  and  a  real  thirst  for  anoth^n,!,-?^  ^T  "'^  '""^'^  '^o^'" 
.  The  4th  of  Julv,  1S17  T^TcL^T,'  "^  ^  ''^"^'-  ^^^ui-e. 
everybody  turnei  out  a  d  l;  :?;:nd  t^o  ' '"'  "  ^'°^«  ^^^^ 
cises  and  doin-s  of  tlio  w,,  ,      '' P''''^"iali  theexer- 

i-portunt  dav,1our  of  ,s  iwT  "''"'l'  ^^™^  ^^  '^'^  -<^i 
stealing  eaci:  k  horS  j  1  ^"1:  '''  P-«--nes  for 
AVicks  ruKl  I  went  to  a  place  in  sf  T  P'^''"^*^?  '^^^^^''^^^  "S- 
a  celebration  on  the  4th  4  tr  ;  "'"'f  ^°"'^^-^'  ^°  ''^"^'^d 
from  each  other  during^hVdxv  'AT^/i^'''^'"'^  kept  aloof 
selected  a  fine  ho-se  in  a    fv    ^^V  "*  ^'^^  *^°'°ck  I  had 

ious,  I  concluded  to  ha' ce  the  "kfro/'^r  'T^  '  '''''  ^-- 
out  the  o;vner  of  the  hor^e  to  tioll  IT  '^''"-  ^  P^^'^^^^d 
-^"•le  I,  in  a  quiet  way,  .va  k  d  1' t/tdd  fl  "'"'^"^'^  ^^- 
cnarge  of  the  barn,  that  Iwou'  I  m-f  f  '  '''''^  '^'^^  ^>ad 
out  m  the  country  and  i  Id  .,'  f  ^'?'''''''  ^'"  ^  ^^'^^  going 
farther  talk  I  got  o^^J  he  ,"  "'  ""'^'^'-     ^^'^^'^«'^^  ^n^ 

i^very  one  was^goin"  ttom  towf    7^  'T  °"^  °^  ^^^  ^-^ 
ever  haxrin..  fro°n  hi  T  '    "''  *^°  '''"'^"^'-^s  of  tbe  owner 

^^s  con,-.a„;  ill  rht  ?irsv;:i;i'"r  ^"'^i-  ^^^^^-^  ^'p" 

gone,  and  no  one  kne-v'^  1"  f  <bscovered  his  horse  was 

talk  ensued  at  tl  M  „    '  ^1'"°  '"«"  ^^'^^  '^'^'^  ''■    ^^  ^oJ 
P'->M><uye<lb;s;,„  :"■?;, :',;;r  \-'Y-"'ed  upon  as: 
lorty-one  miles  from  the  place  u-ho,;  ,h  V""  °  '^"°'^''  ^  ""^^ 
fanu  house,  wbere  I  met  fml'^h  I  L     1  ""  "'''''"'  '''  ^ 
ebrat.on,  which  I  ^vas  to  r'Tl  °  ^'""'^  ''^'^^^^er  cel- 

supper.and  feedm"  ou;;;!  ?'  ''\  ^^''''  ^^^ving  a  good 

ho..e.,  v,e  exchanged  and  I  wezTt  in 
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(>,>  direction  of  hoine.     When  near  my  father's  house  I  met 

T\'  \  V:>,  who,  in  keeping-  with  our  agreement,  took  the  horse  to 

vanip,  where  he  was  fed  and  cared  for  until  the  next  night. 

•vas  then  forwarded  to  market,  and  in  three  or  four  days 

,.     ks  returned  with  another  one  and  eighty-five  dollars,  which 

•  .«  divided.     The  new  hoi^e  was  turned  into  our  field  and  was 

..!'t.  rwiird.s  advertised  as  a  stray  and  sold  at  a  Ioav  figure,  and 

.  In^iiLi-ht  by  Wicks,  who  happened  along  the  cloy  of  sale  and 
„  i.o  was  not  afraid  to  buy.  1  had  told  the  neighboi-s  and  my 
f.ithor  I  wouldn't  have  him  on  the  place,  with  the  purpose  in 
vit^'W  to  get  him  in  our  possession  as  cheaply  as  possible. 

'J' his  horse  furnished  a  way  of  getting  about  on  our  business. 

In  the  fall  of  that  same  year  a  plan  was  formed  to  put  a 
drove  of  cattle  in  market.  There  was  almost  any  number  of 
cattle  upon  the  commons,  and  men  did  not  look  after  their 
.stcK'k  more  than  about  onc-e  a  vv'eek,  and  that  would  be  on  Satur- 
u\\v  or  Sunday.  Xotice,  tlierefore,  was  given  around,  and 
iyime  of  our  choice  members  at  Lake  Saranac,  in  the  southern 
prirt  of  Franklin  county,  jS'ew  York,  (Wicks  and  I  representring 
our  rep:ion),  were  assembled.  There  w^ere  also  men  from  tho 
.surrounding  counties  in  numbers  —  all  told  about  tw^enty. 
Here  on  the  banks  of  this  lake,  was  perfected  one  of  the  most 
ihiring  schemes  I  had  as  yet  ever  engaged  in.  To  rob  a  man 
ijf.  a  few  head  of  cattle  I  could  see  how  it  could  be  done  very 
easily,  but  to  rob  a  whole  community  and  not  get  caught,  was 
ill  my  mind  a  huge  undertaking.  Every  two  men  were  to  steal 
just  so  many  head  and  bring  them  to  a  certain  2>oint,  w^hich 
WiL-;  on  the  v\'est  side  of  Long  Lake.  Here  they  were  all  to  bo 
consolidated  in  one  drove  and  taken  to  Albany.  They  were  all 
to  be  red,  no  marks  on  them,  and  they  wei-o  to  be  three  and 
four  years  old.  Two  weeks  time  were  given  us  to  gather  up 
'the  stock  and  look  out  the  road  to  reach  our  place  of  rendezvous 
in  5v;ifety.  Each  ono  of  us  v/as  also  to  furnish  ten  dollars  to 
ilofn>y  expenses. 

^Vicks  and  I  returned  and  looked  up  readily  twenty -three 
i«t-ad  of  as  fine  cattle  as  any  driven  in,  and  at  t^velve  o'clock,  on 
tlio  night  of  the  10th  of  September,  ISIT,  we  were  at  Long 
Lal:e.  About  that  same  time  of  night  they  came  in  from  every 
direction.     Some  wore  already  there  when  Wicks  and  I  arrived, 
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and  at  two  o'clock  ever}^  man  was  at  iiis  post  and  the  whole  num- 
ber showed  two  hundred  and  four  head.  It  was  the  finest 
drove  of  cattle  ever  sold  in  the  Albany  market  up  to  that  date. 

They  were  driven  as  far  as  they  reasonably  could  be  until 
morning,  by  five  men  who  lived  at  the  greatest  distance,  while 
the  balance  of  us  returned.  On  the  following  day  a  sale  was 
made,  or  pretended  to  be,  to  a  stranger,  who  put  them  in 
market. 

In  the  course  of  four  or  five  days,  there  was  a  great  number 
of  men  riding  in  every  direction  looking  for  cattle  that  had 
strayed  away.     I  did  not  hear  of  any  being  found. 

After  a  few  days  a  dividend  was  made  and  we  realized  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  each,  which  we  con- 
sidered small  pa}^  and  quit  the  business.  It  was  the  first  and 
last  drove.  It  was  a  good  experience,  and  it  enlarged  our 
acquaintance  and  in  a  measure  increased  our  confidence  in  each 
other.  A  more  daring  combination  of  villains  I  never  met  than 
lived  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  of  Xew  York. 

From  this  time  until  the  summer  of  1818,  AYicks  and  I  car- 
ried on*  a  regular  system  of  stealing  from  eveiy  one,  and  in 
every  town  in  that  vicinity,  and  I  soon  became  an  adept  in 
stealing  goods  out  of  stores  in  daylight.  All  the  small  places' 
suffered  losses  in  the  way  of  goods.  Our  manner  of  dealing 
was  for  Wicks  to  go  into  a  shop  and  entertain  the  merchant, 
while  I  stole  a  piece  of  cloth,  a  bolt  of  muslin,  a  pair  of  boots, 
shoes,  or  whatever  happened  to  be  the  most  conveniently  situa- 
ted. When  out  on  these  raids  nothing  missed  our  observation. 
Yery  frequently  vre  left  a  town  with  all  we  could  well  carry  in 
a  cutter. 

At  a  town  called  Malone,  lived  a  man  by  the  name  of  Ogles, 
where  we  deposited  our  stolen  goods,  and  he  transferred  them 
to  a  party  who  sold  them  to  one  of  our  gang  who  was  in  trade. 
He  removed  all  rnaj-ks  and  put  them  in  the  market. 

Sometimes  Ogles  would  accompany  us  to  a  place  after  night 
without  allowing  himself  to  be  seen,  and  when  we  had  loaded 
him  would  go  home,  while  ^\'c  would  tarry  awhile  to  see  what 
discoveries,  if  any,  was  made. 


CHAPTER  IL 

MAKING    FALSE    KEYS    JlSD    BUKGLAIis'     TOOLS PASSING    COUNTEK- 

FEIT   MONEY. 

In  the  winter  of  ISIS  I  gave  considerable  attention  to  making; 
f;L!se  keys,  having  access  to  a  blacksmith  shop  of  one  of  our  own 
men.  By  the  following  summer  I  had  a  fair  set  of  burglar's 
toc'ls.  They  enabled  me  to  open  almost  any  store  or  dwelling 
huuse  in  the  country.  I  took  every  chance  that  offered  to  take 
an  imj^n^ession  with  wax  or  putty  of  keys  to  public  buildings. 
I  had  dillercnt  sizes  of  skeleton  keys,  tools  for  cutting  out  a 
p:inc  of  glass,  etc.  I  was  greatly  aided  by  a  blacksmith,  wliom  I 
will  call  Brown,  a  line  workm.an  in  steel  and  a  genius,  of  whom 
1  learned  much  about  the  art  of  working  and  lemperiug  steel, 
v.-luch  in  after  years  enabled  me  to  make  my  ov/n  outfit,  which 
I  improved  on  in  proportion  as  I  grew  older.  I  made  a  com- 
plete set  of  tools  for  breaking  jail ;  saws  witli  which  I  could 
cut  off  a  common  bar  of  iron  in  a  very  few  minutes ;  tliese  I 
carried  in  the  lining  of  my  boots,  also  between  the  soles.  With 
these  implements,  including  a  dark  lantern,  I  v\-as  ready  for 
any  emergency.  This  part  of  our  outfit  being  com.plcted,  the 
next  step  was  to  froA  a  way  of  conveying  ourselves  and  our 
plunder  around,  so  Wicks  agreed  to  supply  u.s  with  a  way  of 
traveling. 

He,  therefore,  took  our  horse  and  went  to  Whitesboro,  IS".  Y., 
and  returned  with  a  new  square-box  buggy,  harness  and  whip. 
Tlic  buggy  we  took  to  Ogles'  place  and  gave  it  another  coat  of 
]'aiut  of  a  diiTerent  color.  We  now  had  everything  in  keeping 
with  our  profession  —  a  stolen  rig  in  all  its  completeness. 

Tiiere  was  a  little  place  some  ten  miles  west  of  Bangor,  called 
Marra,  a  kind  of  four  corners,  with  a  good  country  store  and  a 
few  other  buildings  on  which  I  was  very  anj«cious  to  try  my 
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improved  stock  of  keys,  so  "Wicks  and  I  drove  out,  carrying 
with  us  a  couple  of  grain  sacks  in  wliich  to  stow  away 
whatever  of  merchandise  we  might  chance  to  appropriate.  We 
reached  the  place  about  nine  o'clock,  leaving  our  horse  and 
buggy  in  a  piece  of  woods  thrce-fourtlis  of  a  mile  out  of  the 
place.  We  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  premises  and  the 
occupants  of  the  store,  the  time  of  their  departure  and  whej'o 
they  lived. 

As  everything  looked  favorable  about  an  hour  after  they 
left  the  store,  I  placed  my  keys  in  the  lock,  and  after  three  or 
four  trials  I  hit  it  with  the  right  one  and  we  walked  in,  closing 
the  door  after  us.  I  made  my  first  move  toward  the  money 
drawer,  which  I  found  to  be  very  scarce  —  only  sixteen  dollars. 
JSText  we  looked  after  fine  goods  of  little  bulk,  only  a  small 
quantity  could  be  found,  so  we  were  obliged  to  fill  our  sacks 
with  a  variety.  Men  and  women's  wear,  Yankee  notions  and 
any  articles  that  would  '^  chuck  in."  We  then  retired  from  the 
store,  leaving  everything  as  we  found  it  except  the  goods  and 
money.  I  mean  we  locked  it  all  up  as  it  was  when  we  went 
there.  We  left  about  twelve  o'clocl:,  and  was  soon  on  the  way 
back  at  a  rapid  gate.  Our  booty  we  took  to  Ogleci'  barn  and 
stowed  it  away  in  his  hay  mow,  covering  it  up  very  deep. 

In  starting  on  these  expeditions  we  always  took  great  care 
to  leave  no  tracks  behind  us,  and  on  our  return  were  equally 
careful  that  no  trace  could  be  obtained. 

In  the  fore  part  of  the  next  day  two  men  came  along  and 
said  "  that  a  store  had  been  robbed,  and  they  had  found  where 
^  horse  had  been  tied  tiie  night  previous  in  a  piece  of  woods, 
and  they  had  tracked  it  quite  to  Eangor  and  had  lost  the  track." 
I  told  them  I  heard  a  team  go  north  the  latter  part  of  the 
night.  They  then  asked  me  to  look  around  and  '-see  who  had 
a  horse  shod  forward  and  bare  footed  behind,"  which  I  prom- 
ised to  do,  and  did  so.  That  night  I  carries:!  a  pair  af  pinchers 
for  taking  off  horse  shoes  to  Yricks,  with  which  the  fore  shoes 
from  our  horse  might  be  removed ;  this  was  accomplished  in  a 
few  minutes  and  the  shoes  put  away. 

This  merchant  made  an  extensive  hunt,  but  all  to  no  purpose. 
"When  all  was  still,  Ogles  took  the  goods  to  a  distant  town,  sold 
them  to  one  of  our  men  and  we  then  divided  the  cash.     This 
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•..>htv  was  talked  about  more  and  longer  than  anything  of 
.  ijhi-nitiido  I  ever  knew.     One  trifling  incident  occurred  on 
.r  rr.ad  iioiiie  with  the  goods.     AVe  met  two  men  ^vho  said  to 
.  *'  W'iier-.?  are  you  going,  niggers  1"  for  we  were  both  black- 
.  I.     I  answered  them  b^^  saying,  "Just  come  from  Louis- 
;.',  Sar,"  at  the  same  time  moving  right  along.     This  inci- 
,    :.t  <'()t  into  circulation  and  the  robbery  was  laid  to  negroes. 
1  :;.-v  had  a  famous  reputation  for  stealing  chickens,  hams  and 
cvrv  Other  kind  of  eatables  that  they  could  live  on,  and  there 
was  no  fjood  reason  uliy  they  might  not  rob  a  store.     This  was 
■.,-it  fun  for  "^icks  and  I,  even  though  it  worked  evil  to  the 
j/^-.ur  colored  man. 
A\'hon  Ogles  returned  from  White  Hall,  where  he  sold  the 
'.hIs,  my  share  in  cash  was  about  one  hundred  and   forty- 
three  dollars.     This,  for  a  single  night,  I  looked  upon  as  being  a 
fa>t  way  to  make  money,  and  it  being  a  favorite  employment 
too,  I  would  make  it  a  life  long  vocation,  and  in  case  I  could 
\\k\  find  anything  else  to  do  w^ith  the  avails,  I  would  distribute 
it  among  the  poor.      This  self-assertion,  or  resolve,  I  ever  kept 
ill  view. 

'J' he  boundaries  of  this,  then  existing  society,  ^\-ere  being  daily 
I'Xtcndetl  until  they  finally  reached  over  the  Xew  England  and 
Mid-]!e  States  to  such  an  extent,  that  we  could,  in  eight  or  ten 
l.oi)r>;,  go  from  one  station  to  another  in  alm.ost  any  direction; 
or,  ill  other  words,  from  one  man  to  another  who  affiiiated  in 
"ir  doings  and  shared  in  our  spoils. 

In  a  few  days  after  Wicks  returned  from  White  Hall,  Ave  con- 
chided  to  remove  a  span  of  fine  bay  horses  to  another  country, 
aUo  a  buggy  and  harness,  bear  skin  robe,  etc.  Knowing  that 
the  owner  had  a  ferocious  dog  we  prepared  ourselves  with  a 
pi'TC  of  beef  saturated  with  poison,  and  repaired  to  his  place 
some  tv.'enty-Uve  miles  distant.  At  an  early  hour  in  the  even- 
ing,  and  when  passing  by  his  house  in  our  buggy,  the  dog  came 
out  to  tlie  road,  barking  very  fiercely.  Being  ready  for  him  we 
liirew  him  a  couple  of  pieces  of  the  meat,  whicfi,  after  a  few 
laiiiutos,  closed  his  barking  forever,  leaving  thaw^ay  clear  for 
the  execution  of  our  intended  crime. 

At  eleven  o'clock  w'e  entered  the  barn,  and  by  the  help  of  a 
"«irl{  lantern  soon  adjusted  the  liarness  upon  the  Jiorsos,  run  out 
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the  buo-cry,  took  it  by  hand  to  the  road  and  was  soon  in  readi- 
ness to^'o-o.  Wicks  took  charge  of  this  team,  while  I  drove  our 
own  behind  him,  for  the  purpose  of  fully  obliterating  all  tracks. 
After  a  few  miles  he  turned  off  from  the  main  road  and  took  a 
by-road  for  several  miles,  while  I  returned  nearly  home,  hand- 
incr  my  team  over  to  Ogles,  who  was  there,  by  a  previous 
arranglnnent,  to  receive  it.  I  returned  to  my  father's  and 
retired  just  in  time  to  get  up  for  the  day. 

Wicks  moved  this  team  in  the  direction  of  Elizabethtown 
durinc-  the  second  night,  staying  with  a  friend  of  ours  near 
CrovN-n  Point,  K.  Y.  Crossing  over  into  Vermont,  and  after  a 
nifdit  or  two  of  travel,  he  brought  up  at  a  place  called  Eutland, 
where  resided  a  dealer  in  stolen  horses  and  other  property. 
Here,  after  a  few  days'  rest,  he  sold  the  whole  rig  for  two  hun- 
dred'and  forty -five  dollars,  the  horses  alone  being  well  worth 
that  amount  of  money,  but  as  we  bought  cheap  we  could  sell 

them  cheap.  n       a      i 

This  place  being  the  great  mart  or  emporium  of  stolen  horses, 
it  was  a  good  place  to  supply  one's  wants  in  the  way  of  a  horse 
or  two  at  a  low  figure.  •  -o     i^     i  xr  ' 

While  Wicks  was  resting,  a  horse  stolen  from  Bradford,  JN. 
H  came  in,  and  Wicks  bought  him  to  make  the  journey  home 
with,  and  when  arriving  sold  the  horse  to  me  for  sixty-five 
dollars,  taking  my  promissory  note  in  the  presence  of  several 
o-entlemen  of^'our  neighborhood.  This  horse  I  rode,  and  also 
worked  him  on  the  farm.  He  was  a  very  fast  traveler,  carry- 
ino-  me  ten  or  fifteen  miles  and  back  in  a  hurry,  and  he  served 
me  admirably  on  my  errands  of  mischief,  many  of  which  I  took 
durincr  the  two  years  I  owned  him. 

It  was  now  fall  of  the  year  and  tho  work  was  wed  done  up, 
and  I  had  obtained  permission  of  my  father  to  go  a  few  days 
to  s-  about  the  trapping  and  hunting  in  an  extensive  swamp 
lyin-  north  and  east  some  twenty  miles.  This  was  an  oppor- 
tunity for  a  several  davs'  run  in  any  kind  of  a  raid  that  might 
present  itself  for  hunting  and  stealing.  Sable  stealing  I  had 
long  since  abandoned. 

At  this  time  Wicks  notified  me  that  a  stranger  from  the  City 
of  Isesy  York  would  be  at  Ogles'  on  such  a  night,  for  the  trans- 
act!..n  of  important  business.     Of  course  I  gladly  responded  to 
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iho  call,  aiuI.foHiul  every  one  read}' for  business.     AVe  then 
.  •  %T».\1  into  a  new  kind  of  way,  or  a  way  new  to  us,  for  mak- 

/  iii(»nev,  yet  an  easier  way  than  running  off  horses.  This 
i.u  i'.v^i-v  was  wholcsaleing  counterfeit  money.  He  was  a  gen- 
ii ij.m  in  appearance,  and  professed  to  be  a  lawyer  in  New 
VmiIc  Citv,  and  only  seemed  to  be  a  year  or  two  my  senior. 

Ho  exhibited  his  money,  and  to  me  it  looked  to  be  as  good  as 
a:jv.  Cooper  sold  his  money  for  thirty  cents  on  the  dollar. 
W'oks  and  1  bought  twelve  hundred  doUars,  paymg  him  nearly 
iill  down;  for  the  remaining  amount  he  was  to  wait  three 
7:i'.:iths.  lie  had  both  coin  and  paper  money,  and  we  took  the 
rnatest  part  in  the  latter,  taking  a  few  dollars  only  in  silver. 
We  linally  separated,  each  going  his  own  way.  The  bills  were 
:  --x  and  unknown  in  the  country  up  to  that  time. 

Tlio  next  day  was  the  Sabbath,  and  while  our  folks  were 
pr»:ic  to  church,  I  went  to  my  father  s  di-awer  where  he  kept 
his  money,  took  out  some  of  his  and  put  mine  in  the  place  of  it, 
to  tlio  amount  of  twenty  or  thirty  dollars.  There  were  then 
tv.-o  ])otys  in  the  counterfeiting  business.  Father  used  his  in 
a  (lay  or  two,  and  in  my  mind  I  gave  him  the  praise  of  bc'ng  a 
f^ood  dealer,  so  I  thought  I  would  let  him  have  more  in  the 
Kinie  laanner,  taking  his  and  leaving  mine  in  its  place.  In  this 
way  I  secured  the  old  man's  services  in  passing  at  that  time 
'Axnit  fifty  dollar^,  and  repeated  the  offense  on  father  even  in 
lifter  years,  whenever  I  had  any  of  that  kind  of  money. 

In  the  meantime  AVicks  was  getting  our  team  in  order  for 
the  campaign.  We  were  going  to  start  out  with  our  money,  or 
it  would  die  on  onr  hands.  I  had  received  a  good  deal  of 
knowledge  from  Cooper  as  to  his  mode  of  passing  it  off,  and 
from  t'le  information  I  received,  I  felt  quite  sure  in  my  own 
mind  of  the  undoubted  success  attending  the  trading  of  it 
away.  In  a  few  days  all  vras  made  ready  for  a  start,  liorses, 
saddle,  gun,  traps,  in  fact  everything  necessary  for  our  trip  vras 
•in  the  most  perfect  order,  and  ourselves  in  excellent  spirits, 
ready  for  a  move  on  the  next  morning.  My  folks  supposed  I 
wa:j  g^-»ing  to  trap,  in  which  they  were  greatly  deceived.  I  made 
iny  v.'iLv  straight  to  Ogles'.  Everything  being  ready,  "Wicks  and 
I  pat  our  horses  together,  and  under  cover  of  night  drove  beyond 
tlio  roach  of  all  familio.r  faces  and  put  up  till  morning.     "When 
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morning  came  vre  resumed  our  journey  in  the  direction  of  Eliz- 
abethtown,  which  place  we  reached  just  as  daylight  was  fading 
away — I  on  foot,  "Wicks  with  the  team. 

r  Here  I  was,  for  the  first  time  to  try  my  hand  at  passing 
counterfeit  money.  In  my  appearance  I  would  have  been 
taken  for  a  country  boy  off  some  farm.  My  dress  was  very 
plain,  of  the  commonest  kind  of  homespun.  I  stepped  into  a 
store  and  bought,  in  a  very  innocent  way,  a  set  of  furs  for  my 
sister,  having  just  about  money  enough  in  sight  to  pay  for 
them.  When  I  presented  the  money  to  pay,  I  felt  a  slight 
weakness  in  my  knees.  At  one  place  I  got  an  overcoat,  and  at 
another  a  fine  English  watch.  I  continued,  buying  and  passing 
out  my  money  from  one  place  to  another  in  town  until  they 
began  to  close  up  for  the  night,  in  the  meantime  halving  trans- 
ferred my  purchases  as  I  made  them  to  "Wicks,  who  had  stowed 
them  away  in  his  trunk  in  the  barn.  After  supplying  the  peo- 
ple with  about  two  hundred  dollai-s  of  m}^  money,  I  was  ready 
to  emigrate  to  another  field  of  action,  and  in  the  darkness  took 
the  road  leading  to  the  residence  of  one  Gid.  Olds,  a  friend 
of  ours,  living  not  far  from  Crown  Point.  Arriving  at  his 
house  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  I  knocked  and  he  came  to  the 
door  and  admitted  me.  He  then  went  to  a  book,  asked  me  mv 
name  and  my  place  of  residence,  and  after  being  told,  said,  "All 
right,  Mr.  Doty,  I  am  glad  to  see  you." 

lie  then  gave  me  something  to  eat  and  a  glass  of  rum.  I 
then  recounted  my  adventures  in  Elizabeth  town,  wliich  pleased 
him  very  much,  showing  him.  at  the  time  a  specimen  of  my 
new  money,  after  which  I  retired  for  the  rest  of  the  night,  and 
with  which  closed  my  first  day's  experience  in  that  branch  of 
villainy. 

On  the  following  day,  and  well  toward  noon,  in  comes  Wicks 
and  informed  me  that  there  was  great  excitement  in  Elizabeth- 
town  over  the  money.  A  stranger  from  Troy,  N.  Y.,  who  pro- 
fessed to  be  a  judge,  had  pronounced  it  all  bad.  Xot  long  after 
Wicks  got  there,  two  men  came  along,  one  of  whom  I 
knew  at  once  to  be  the  man  of  whom  I  bought  the  watch  the 
night  before.  Of  course  they  did  not  see  me.  AYicks  had 
unloaded  the  goods  bought  at  Georgetown,  and  in  a  short  time 
followed  them.    They  came  in  pursuit  of  n  e,  and  the  idiots  l;ad 
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ja^-xl  close  by  me.  A  very  poor  way,  I  thought,  to  find  a 
in.i:i.  In  the  afternoon  I  saw  them  start  on  their  return  trip, 
and  very  soon  after  '\7icks  made  his  appearance  and  told  mo 
ii):vt  they  gave  a  dreadful  account  of  me  and  my  doings  in 
Kli/^ibothtown. 

At  noon  we  geared  up  our  team  and  started  for  the  south, 
on  I  lie  west  side  of  Lake  George.  !\rorning  found  us  at  a 
lilllo  place  called  Horicon.  I  had  footed  it  while  ho  drove  the 
team.  After  getting  a  late  breakfast  and  were  somewhat 
rested,  I  concluded  to  do  a  little  trading  with  them,  and  in  the 
coui-se  of  the  day  let  them  have  sixty-five  dollars  in  exchange 
for  various  articles  of  merchandise,  and  with  my  bundle  of 
goods  under  m}^  arm,  I  wallced  out  of  town,  and  in  the  du'ec- 
tion  of  Cad  well,  a  small  place  at  the  south  end  of  Lake  George. 
I  uas  soon  overtaken  by  TTicks  and  we  rode  together  till 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  town  to  which  yyo  were  going, 
when  I  again  got  out  and  wall^ed  into  the  place.  Here  we  got 
supper  and  ate  at  the  same  table,  but  did  not  recognize  each 
other  in  the  least.  After  tea,  I  went  out  and  traded  with  them 
;  to  the  amount  of  fifty  or  sixty  dollars.  1  then  took  the  road  to 
White  Hall,  and  after  a  couple  of  miles'  walk,  I  found  Wicks 
waiting  for  me  in  the  edge  of  a  piece  of  woods,  where  we  again 
joined  each  other  and  rode  in  the  direction  of  White  Hall. 
A  fuU  brother  to  our  gang  lived  here,  who  bought  and  sold 
goods,  so  we  were  right  at  home  at  his  house.  We  did  not 
I  reach  there  till  a  very  late  hour,  Wicks  arriving  first  and  I 
bringing  up  the  rear.  At  this  place  Wicks  sold  all  our  accumu- 
I  lated  stock  for  cash.  *  Whilst  he  was  doing  this  I  was  buying 
more,  and  in  the  course  of  the  day.  by  careful  management,  and 
sharp  practice,  had  bought  a  large  amount  of  goods,  and  then 
availing  till  after  dark,  v/e  turned  them  all  over  to  our  merchant 
friend  for  cash.  xVt  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening  we  left  the 
^owii,  moving  north  toward  a  small  place  called  Benson,  on  the 
^  ermoiit  side  of  Lake  Champlain. 

^\  e  stopped  together  over  night  at  a  farm  house,  reaching 
Ik-nsoii  early  in  the  following:  forenoon.  I  ^rave  them  a  lively 
^i^tle  trade  the  short  time  I  was  there.  I  bought  a  countryman's 
A'old  ^vat(•li  for  seventy-five  dollars,  and  in  a  verv  short  time 
^'•■ft  the    .o^\'n    for  Arwell,    a    few  miles    north  of   Benson. 
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I  also  took  that  place  in  for  a  small  trade,  and  then  continued 
on  our  journey,  going  still  farther  north  and  stopping  over 
night  with  a  ^Yell-to-do  fanner,  who  lived  near  a  small  lake 
about  five  miles  from  town.  This  farmer  was  also  one  of  our 
men.  In  the  morning  Wicks  drove  into  the  town  of  Shoream, 
and  I  walked  as  usual.  During  the  day  I  done  but  very  little 
business,  but  wlicn  night  came  I  gave  them  a  racket  which  beat 

h 1.     AYicks  would  take  the  goods  at  the  door  as  fast  as  I 

bought  them.  After  making  my  purchases  I  started  back  to 
where  I  had  staid  the  night  previous,  agreeing  to  meet  Wicks 
a  mile  or  so  north  of  Shoream  in  the  morning,  which  I  did,  and 
we  went  on  to  Middlebury.  During  this  day  I  closed  out  my 
counterfeit  money  then  on  hand,  and  by  this  time  I  felt  as  free 
and  easy  in  my  concicr.ce  as  though  I  had  been  using  the  best 
money  ever  made.  But  I  thought  it  was  about  time  for  me  to 
retire  from  that  field  of  action,  and  after  a  short  consultation 
with  Wicks  in  the  barn  of  the  tavern  where  we  stopped,  and 
without  any  more  noise  than  was  absolutely  necessary,  I  left 
the  place,  and  before  dark  I  was  five  miles  east  of  Shoream, 
comfortably  housed  with  a  friend. 

Wicks  afterwards  told  me  that  I  had  not  been  gone  over 
thirty  minutes  before  a  fine  looking  gentleman  came  in  and 
said  there  had  been  a  young  man  around  buying  goods  and 
that  he  was  using  counterfeit  money,  and  exhibited  a  bill  that 
he  had  procured  for  examination.  He  also  showed  a  piece  of 
silver  I  had  used. 

This  immediately  occasioned  a  large  amount  of  talk,  and 
gr(jat  excitement  was  the  consequence.  One  after  another  came 
in  saying,  ^^  He  has  beat  me  out  of  so  much,"  another  out  of 
such  a  sum,  and  still  they  kept  coming,  all,  invariably  asking 
for  a  description  of  the  man.  Everybody  had  seen  him,  and 
was  sure  they  ^vould  knovv'  liim  again. 

Wicks  stated  that  on  the  follovring  morning  Middlebury  was 
in  great  commotion  about  a  small  amount  of  money,  and  that 
the  principal  men  and  officers  of  the  town  were  on  the  lookout 
for  the  villain  that  had  cheated  them.  The  excitement  vras 
so  great,  that  it  slightly  changed  the  color  of  the  Green  Moun- 
tams. 

'The  first  night  I  stopped  with  my  friend  I  left  a  nice-suit  of 
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M.ick  clothes  which  I  intended  to  put  on  when  just  the  right 
tiiiio  should  come.  I  now  put  tliem  on,  and  in  the  dress 
of  :\  gentleman,  I  stole  a  very  fine,  five-year-old  horse, 
and  loft  that  part  of  the  State  of  Vermont  behind  me.  I  knew 
iho  people  would  make  a  great  effort  to  find  me,  and  in  doing 
j,o,  woidd  raise  a  great  fuss,  so  I  thought  I  would  give  them 
jnntvM-ial  enough  out  of  Vv'liicli  to  do  it.  The  next  morning  I 
was  rear  AVHiite  Hall  with  a  friend,  my  horse  being  secreted  in 
a  sife  place.  I  laid  down  and  slept  a  part  of  the  day,  after 
having  prevailed  on  this  friend  to  go  to  White  Hall  and  see 
Wicks  for  nie,  and  ask  him  to  meet  nie  and  change  rigs,  which 
was  to  let  me  put  my  horse  with  his  team  and  he  drive  them 
honie.  He  sent  me  back  word  that  it  would  not  do,  that  the 
whole  country  was  on  our  trail.  This  I  liad  expected  would 
be  the  case,  so  I  was  not  in  the  least  disappointed.  I  thought 
*•  catching  would  come  before  hanging,''  and  I  knew,  too,  that 
I  had  the  fastest  horse  in  the  country,  and  it  was  my  full  in- 
tention to  keep  liim  in  the  best  of  trim  that  I  migiit  outrun 
any  man  who  should  have  the  audacity  to  try  it.  Now,  when 
darkness  once  more  covered  the  State  of  Vermont,  I  was  ready 
to  leave.  Passing  White  Hall  a  mile  to  the  right  1  rode  toward 
the  head  of  Lake  George  at  a  moderate  gait,  and  was  ncaring 
a  small  cluster  of  trees,  when  I  heard  the  rattle  of  horses'  feet 
coming  up  behind.  I  rode  into  the  woods  to  let  them  pass  me, 
and  found  it  was  tvro  men  and  they  were  discussing  the  subject 
of  money  and  thieves.  I  knew  well  enough  tliey  meant  me, 
and  it  was  quite  certain  I  would  not  enjoy  their  society,  so  I 
kept  in  the  rear,  just  near  enough  to  them  to  hear  the  distant 
sound  of  their  horses'  feet  upon  the  hard  road.  In  this  friendly 
^vay  we  rode  several  miles,  I  being  cautious  not  to  get  too  near 
them. 

About  liali-past  ten  o'clock  two  men  came  out  from  a  cross 
road  and  to  whom  I  said  ^*  good  evening."  After  their  response 
to  my  greeting,  I  enquired  if  they  had  heard  of  the  arrest  of  a 
horse  thief  at  Wells,  a  small  town  lying  in  the  direction  from 
^vhich  they  had  come.  They  replied,  no.  I  told  them  I  learned 
atCadvrell  that  they  had  got  the  horse  but  not  the  thief,  that 
he  had  gone  in  the  direction  of  Crown  Point.  I  told  them  ho 
^\'as  a  yorng  man  and  had  on  gray  clothes.     They  replied,  he 


24  THE    LIFE    or    6ILE   DOTT. 

is  the  chap  we  are  after,  and,  veiy  much  to  my  rehef,  they  rode 
off  in  an  opposite  direction  from  which  I  was  going.  After 
they  were  well  out  of  hearing  I  started  my  horse  on  a  rapid 
gait  and  kept  it  so  for  fifteen  or  twenty  miles,  then  stopped  and 
went  into  a  barn,  got  some  grain  and  moved  on  half  a  mile  to 
a  piece  of  woods,  turned  in  and  gave  my  horse  his  feed.  After 
resting  and  cooling  him  for  awhile,  and  Avhen  he  A\as  only 
partly  done  eating,  I  heard  the  clatter  of  horses  coming,  and 
leaving  my  horse,  I  reached  a  clump  of  bushes  by  the  wayside 
close  enough  to  the  road  to  hear  what  the  men  said.  They 
were  canvassing  my  case,  as  to  where  I  would  stop,  etc.  They 
were  the  same  men  I  had  turned  in  another  direction  to  look 
for  me  three  hours  before.  So  you  see,  I  was  a^ain  forced  to 
take  the  rear.  From  their  talk  they  expected  to  everhaul  me  at 
John's  Town,  which  was  just  the  place  where  1  had  not  intended 
to  go.  I  thought  to  myself,  how  disappointed,  O,  you  Shore- 
amites,  will  soon  be,  on  not  finding  me  there  to-night.  "  Had 
they  known  as  much  about  horse  stealing  as  I  did,  they  would 
never  have  looked  for  the  thief  so  near  to  the  place  where  the 
crime  was  committed.  AVhen  my  horse  had  finished  eating  I 
gave  him  water  from  a  creek  near  by,  and  'being  greatly 
refreshed,  I  knew  he  was  fully  competent  to  do  that  which  I 
wished  him  to,  i.  e.,  to  make  the  best  possible  time  that  could 
be  made.  I  never  rode  but  a  few  as  good  horses  as  this  one 
proved  to  be. 

Tv;o  miles  north  of  John's  Town  lived  a  wealthy  farmer, 
v\'ho  belonged  to  our  company,  and  was  a  believer  in  our  creed. 
At  four  in  the  morning  I  knocked  at  his  door  and  he  soon 
made  his  appearance,  when  a  short  ex])lanation  ensued,  after 
which  I  was  admitted,  and  mv  horse  soon  cared  for.  I  o^ave 
him  a  very  brief  account  of  my  recent  doings,  to  which  he 
replied :  "  After  we  have  some  brealcfast  I  will  go  to  town 
and  see  what  is  going  on,  and  in  the  meantime  you  can  go  to 
bed  and  rest;  there  was  no  squealing,  either,  for  fear  or  for 
money.  I  had  excellent  food  and  rest,  and  my  horse  fared  just 
as  well.  "When  he  came  back  from  town  he  understood  the 
case  thoroughly,  and,  too,  that  I  was  the  man  of  whom  they 
•were  in  pursuit.  They  had  m.en  stationed  at  every  four  cor- 
ners  two  miles  from  town,   he   being  the   guard  appointed 
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that  night  at  the  corners  near  where  he  lived.  You  will  see  I 
had  a  soft  thing  of  it,  to  run  that  blockade  was  not  a  danger- 
ous  operation,  and  it  happened  to  be  just  in  the  very  direction 
in  which  I  wanted  to  go,  i.  e.,  west.  I  knew  there  was  a  large 
number  of  men  after  me,  and  if  *  I  eluded  them  I  might  be 
called  an  adept  in  my  profession. 

Mr.  King,  whose  hospitality  I  had  enjoyed,  advised  me  of 
the  route  to  take  and  also  referred  me  to  several  of  our  kind  of 
men,  besides  giving  me  some  good,  wholesome  advice  in  the  way 
of  caution. 

The  day  was  fast  drawing  to  a  close,  when  it  would  be  time 
for  me  to  leave.  King  fed  my  horse,  and  on  returning,  said  ho 
(my  horse)  would  bo  in  marcliing  order  in  half  an  hour.  lie 
gave  me  a  letter  of  introduction  addressed  to  Jolm  Bell,  liv- 
ing a  mile  or  two  east  of  "\7hitesboro,  iSTew  York.  I  then  slipped 
a  five  dollar  bill  into  his  hand  and  said  to  him :  "  As  it  is  dark 
I  will  go  with  you  after  'Shoream,'"  having  given  my  horse 
that  name  the  night  previous. 

Just  a  little  after  dark  I  saddled  and  bridled  my  horse  and 
led  him  forth,  headed  toward  the  highway.  The  night  was 
cloudy  and  everything  seemed  propitious  for  executing  the  task 
before  me.  Only  iifly-four  miles  to  go,  and  the  whole  danger 
of  being  detected  would  be  entirely  passed.  My  horse  was  in 
the  fmcbt  of  spirits  and  I  was  soon  in  my  saddle.  I  bid  Mr. 
King  good  night,  and  was  out  of  sight  in  a  moment. 

[Some  timeafter  that,  I  was  again  at  Mr.  King's,  and  he  told 
me  on  going  down  next  morning  to  make  his  I'eport,  the  dele- 
gation from  Vermont  had  gone  home.  lie  said  they  vrere  very 
sure  they  would  entrap  me  by  the  aid  of  these  advanced  pickets, 
and  wh(m  they  saw  it  was  a  failure,  they  gave  up  the  chase  and 
left  for  home.] 

I  rode  till  midniglit,  when  I  stopped  again  to  feed  my 
horse.  Eesuniing  my  ride  very  shortly,*  I  reached  John 
Bell's  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  woke  him  up,  gave 
him  the  letter  from  Mr.  King,  and  after  reading  it,  I  was  received 
•kindly  and  my  horse  well  provided  for.  I  told  him  all  about 
my  affairs  and  of  my  money  transactions  also,  and  that  I 
wanted  to  sell  my  horse.  He  said  this  could  easily  be  done 
and  he  ^vould  assist  me  to  do  it.     In  order  to  consiunmate  the 
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sale  he  ^vent  to  AVhitesboro  in  advance  of  mo,  and  when  I  rode 
up  to  the  hotel  he  was  there.  I  enquired  if  any  one  there 
wished  to  buy  a  horse.  He  came  and  looked  at  him,  pro- 
nounced him  a  splendid,  good  horse.  His  speaking  in  this  man- 
ner attracted  the  attention  of  others  near  by. 

In  a  very  short  time  I  sold  him  and  the  saddle  to  a 
-doctor  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars.  I  told  the  doctor 
the  horse's  name  was  Shoream,  by  which  name  he  was  known 
3'ears  after. 

I  was  now  seventy  miles  from  Oswego,  to  whi^ch  place  I 
designed  to  go.  ,  At  one  o'clock  that  day  I  was  to  take  the  stage 
for  the  above  named  plnce,  and  unseen  by  any  one,  I  bid  John 
Bell  good-bye,  accompanying  it  with  a  five  dollar  bill. 

Once  more  on  my  way  I  liad  leisure  to  reflect  upon  the  pass- 
ing events  of  tlie"  past  fevr  days,  and  it  seemed  to  me,  tliat  in 
my  first  great  effort  in  deeds  of  this  kind,  I  had  taken  the  advan- 
tage of  not  less  than  two  hundred  men.  Surely  my  criminal 
olTenses  were  not  fev\'  for  one  to  commit  thus  early  in  life.  \ 

Our  stage  passengers  consisted  of  three  men  and  one  woman. 
The  lady  was  rather  handsome,  but  of  a  melancholy  cast  of 
countenance.  She  did  not  join  in  any  of  the  conversation  car- 
ried on  between  the  passengers.  She  was  richly  dressed  and 
somewhat  interested  me. 

A  little  before  dark  the  stage  turned  up  to  an  inn,  and  the 
driver  announced  it  as  being  the  place  for  supper.  To  me  it 
was  a  very  acceptable  opportunity,  for  riding  in  a  stage  is  hun- 
gry as  well  as  tiresome  work.  The  two  men  and  myself  got 
out  and  went  into  the  hotel,  the  lady  remaining  in  the  coach. 
For  fear  she  did  not  understand  the  driver,  I  went  back  to  the 
side  of  the  coach  and  iriformed  her  this  Avas  the  place  for  sup- 
per, to  which  slie  replied :  '^  I  am  scarce  of  money  and  will 
have  to  fast.-'  I  put  my  hand  in  my  pocket  and  gave  her  a 
handful  of  money,  assisted  her  to  alight  and  conducted  her  into 
the  hotel,  where  we  all  had  tea. 

After  we  were  again  on  our  journey  she  said  to  me:  "Allow 
me  to  inform  you  that  you  have  given  me  more  money  than  I 
shall  need.  I  live  in  Buffalo,  and  thirty-one  dollai-s  is  as  much 
agam  as  it  will  require  to  pay  my  way  there."  I  told  her  to 
kee"*)  it,  and,  at  her  request,  I  gave  her  my  address.     She  said : 
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^'I  liavo  been  living  ia  the  City  of  New  York.  My  husband  is 
in  trouble  from  being  connected  in  some  way  with  men  who  are 
counterfeiters,  and  has  been  in  jail  three  days.  I  am  on  my 
wav  home  to  m}^  fathers  in  Buffalo.  AVhen  I  left  ISTew  York 
1  bad  four  hundred  dollars  in  my  trunk.  I  stopped  over  night 
in  Troy,  where  my  trunk  was  broken  open  and  all  my  money 
talcen  out.  All  I  had  left  ^vas  a  few  pieces  of  gold  I  had  in  my 
pui-se.  My  father  is  wealthy,  and  when  I  reach  home  I  will 
remit  to  you  this  money."  I  asked  her  to  give  me  her  name, 
and  she  answered  without  any  hesitation,  ^'  Mrs.  Ella  Cooper." 
This  lady  then  was  the  v/ife  of  Edward  Cooper,  of  whom  I  had 
obtained  the  counterfeit  money  -with  which  I  had  speculated  so 
largely. 

On  the  following  morning  I  assisted  her  on  board  of  the 
boat  which,  was  bound  for  Buffalo.  I  was  decided!}^  interested 
in  viewing  the  vessels  in  the  harbor,  and  the  excitement  of  a 
sailor's  life  I  thought  would  exactly  suit  me,  and  I  resolved  to 
go  home  and  fix  up  things  in  such  a  maniier  that  I  could  go  to 
sea,  or  on  the  St.  Lawrence  Eiver.  I  intended  to  run  away 
when  I  would  leave  home.  I  spent  the  day  in  looking  over 
the  city  and  in  quest  of  one  James  Leroy,  whom  John  Eell 
iidvisod  me  to  look  up.  I  found  him  with  but  little  difllculty, 
and  we  very  soon  laid  our  plans  to  do  some  of  our  kind  of  work 
-during  the  day  and  night.  I  went  to  his  place  of  residence  and 
he  gave  me  a  dress  of  that  worn  by  a  common  farmer,  in 
which  I  was  to  do  my  operating,  also  a  pair  of  very  heav^^ 
boots.  I  was  soon  fixed  up  in  my  new  style  of  dress  and  all 
ready  for  business.  I  was  not  long  idle.  During  the  day  and 
•evening  I  stole  a  trunk  full  of  goods,  consisting  of  boots,  shoes, 
calico,  sheeting,  hats,  caps,  and  to  wind  up  my  day's  work,  I 
appropriated  a  fiddle.  To  obtain  the  fiddle  I  went  into  a  store 
where  musical  instruments  of  every  kind  were  kept.  After 
examining  them  thoroughly,  I  selected  the  very  best  one,  and 
said  to  the  clerk  I  would  just  step  in  the  other  store  a  moment 
to  see  my  father  about  it,  taking  the  fiddle  with  me.  I  did 
step  out,  but  failed  to  return.  In  three  minutes  I  was  in 
another  part  of  the  city,  taking  the  fiddle  to  Leroy's  residence. 
The  night  vras  so  dark,  no  one  could  follow  me. 

Ler  jy  had  my  trunk  sent  down  to  the    joat,  and  at  ten 
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o'clock  that  night  I  left  the  city,  taking  the  fiddle  with  me. 
This  being  my  first  visit  to  Oswego,  I  thought  it  a  very  profit- 
able one.     In  after  years  my  visits  became  more  frequent. 

Not  long  after  this,  Leroy  tried  his  hand  at  my  style  of 
business,  but  was  soon  caught  and  lodged  in  jail.  Wicks  went 
there,  furnished  him  a  small  but  strong  rope  and  a  saw,  with 
which  he  helped  himself  out  all  right. 

Eut  to  return.  On  the  third  day  after  leaving  Oswego  I- 
arrived  home,  or  at  Ogles',  where  I  found  AYicks  in  advance  of 
me.  You  will  remember  the  last  I  had  seen  or  heard  of  Wicks 
was  at  White  Hall.  After  I  left  him  he  was  arrested,  but  not 
imtil  he  had  sold  all  the  goods.  He,  in  turn,  supposed  from 
my  long  absence,  that  I  had  brought  up  in  some  jail.  But 
luck  seemed  to  favor  me  in  doing  these  deeds  of  crime.  I  was 
now  only  a  few  miles  from,  home,  and  I  nmst  go  there  as  if 
just  coming  from  hunting  and  trapping,  and  how  was  I  to  do 
this  when  I  had  no  game  nor  furs  to  show  them. 

I  turned  over  my  goods  to  Wicks  and  he  boxed  them  up, 
took  them  away  and  sold  them  for  $165.  The  fiddle  I  gave 
to  Ogles,  and  he  kept  it  as  long  as  I  knew  him.  I  gave  it  the 
appellation  of  ''  Old  Oswego." 

It  vras  time  now  for  me  to  be  making  my  way  tov/ard  home, 
so  I  saddled  my  .horse,  loaded  on  my  traps,  and  made  a  break 
for  home,  with  my  gun  on  my  shoulder,  just  as  if  I  had  come 
fresh  from  the  swamps. 

]\Iy  father  and  I  had  some  altercation  about  this  trip.  He 
insisted  that  it  was  a  ''  put  up  job,"  and  that  I  had  been  en- 
gaged in  something  besides  hunting.  Finally  I  told  him  that 
I  was  going  to  sail  next  summer,  either  on  the  sea  or  on  the 
St.  Lawrence,  for  I  had  fully  determined  to  become  a  sailor. 

In  a  few  days  Wicks  returned  after  selling  the  goods  and 
we  made  a  final  settlement,  and  I  found  myself  in  ]/ossession 
of  ready  money  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred  and  seventy 
dollars,  besides  still  owning  my  horse.  I  felt  very  well  satisfied 
with  my  worldly  alTairs,  and  that  I  had  been  doing  a  paying 
business  in  the  last  fe\v  weeks.  As  Ogles  was  quite  a  musician, 
I  told  him  to  play  us  a  tune  on  "  Old  Oswego,"  and  I  would 
take  the  '*  double  shufile"  for  them  before  I  went  home.  We 
very  much  enjoyed  this  final  vrind  ing  up  of  our  last  undertaking. 


CHAPTER  III. 

AniilVKI)    JW^iB   AFfER  MY   FIIIST   CAMPAIGN — CEASED   OPEEATIONS 

FOR   A   milKF    PERIOD RE30LYED    TO     GO    SAILING ANYTHING 

TO   PAY    EXPENSES ARRIVED    IN   BUFFALO MEET    COOPER   OF 

COUNTERFEIT    FAME WE     STEAL  A    SPAN    OF   HORSES   TOGETHER 

—  A   BOLD   BUT    SUCCESSFUL    ROBBERY,  OBTAINING    ONE   THOUSAND 
DOLLAIiS. 

From  the  time  I  arrived  home  until  the  following  spring  I  did 
not  do  anything  to  speak  of  in  this  line,  for  the  reason  that  Wicks 
was  gone.  Late  in  the  fall  he  stole  a  span  of  horses  in  an  adjacent 
county,  and  was  ti'acked  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
ho  had  sold  them  and  had  taken  another  horse  with  which  to 
return  home.  He  v/as  captured  with  this  horse  in  his  posses- 
sion, and,  after  an  examination,  was  lodged  in  jail,  and  kept 
there  during  the  winter. 

It  was  midsummer  before  Wicks  again  turned  up.  It  was 
the  summer  of  1S19.  I  staid  at  home  till  the  fall  work  was  all 
done,  when  "Wicks  and  I  again  decided  to  do  some  work  in  the 
old  line.  And  from  that  time  until  the  following  spring  we 
carried  on  a  regular  system  of  small  stealing  all  through  the 
country,  such  as  harness,  buHalo  robes  and  eve.-'y thing  we  could 
find,  interspersed  occasionally  with  a  load  of  grain. 

In  the  spring  of  1820  there  was  some  suspxion  among  the 
l>eople  that  all  was  not  right  at  Ogles'  house.  The  talk  soon 
became  so  general  that  it  "was  thought  advisable  by  us  for  him 
to  move,  or  for  us  to  leave  there,  and  with  that  end  in  view  I 
Blade  my  calculations.  I  sold  my  interest  in  the  team  we  had 
used  for  a  nominal  sum  to  Wicks  ,  and  also  my  interest  in  the 
other  stolen  property  we  yet  had  on  hand,  at  the  same  tim.e 
making  every  preparation  to  ship  as  a  sailor,  as  I  had  so  long 
talked  of  at  home.     All  this  was  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  my 
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father  and  familv,  but  havino:  talked  of  it  for  two  or  three 
years,  1  was  fully  deterinined  to  do  so,  and  on  the  last  of  April, 
1820,  I  left  my  home,  never  more  expecting  to  live  in  the  family 
as  one  of  them. 

From  this  time  forth  it  was  my  greatest  determination  to 
follow  my  favorite  business  all  over  the  world,  and  to  learn  all 
the  devices  and  cunninir  there  was  connected  with  it.     Wicks 

o 

Avas  to  take  me  to  Oswego,  and  was  ready  and  waiting,  and  as 
it  might  be  my  last  trip  to  that  part  of  the  country,  I  made  up 
my  mind  to  give  them  a  brush,  at  a  place  called  Canton,  it 
being  on  the  line  of  march.  When  we  came  Avithin  two  or 
three  miles  of  town,  I  got  out  of  the  buggy  and  walked  in. 
Hov.'cver,  we  both  put  up  at  the  same  liotel,  though  as  strang- 
ers to  each  other.  I  spent  the  evening  on  the  streets  taking- 
observations.  In  this  way  I  learned  where  each  man,  or  mer- 
chant's money  drawer  v.as  located  as  well  as  he  did.  I  saw 
some  of  them  close  up  their  stores,  and  then  I  went  back  to  my 
hotel  a]id  with  the  other  guests,  went  to  bed. 

At  a  suitable  time  in  the  night,  I  think  about  one  o'clock,  I 
got  up.  dressed  myself  and  went  out  on  the  streets  prepared  to 
make  :r  raid.  I  entered  four  stores,  taking  money  only.  In 
the  tlrst  one,  I  got  nine  dollars;  hi  the  next  one,  three  dollars; 
I  got  enough  in  the  four  to  make  in  all  one  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen dollars,  and  only  for  a  large,  savage  dog  kept  in  one  store 
as  guard,  I  could  undoubtedly  have  doubled  the  amount.  All  these 
stores  and  drawers  I  left  locked  just  as  I  found  them,  and 
returned  to  my  room  at  the  hotel.  My  absence  from  the  hotel 
was  not  noticed  by  any  one,  and,  therefore,  no  possible  suspicion 
could  rest  upon  me. 

In  the  mornino:  tliere  was  fci'eat  excitement  over  the  news 
that  four  stores  had  been  entered  during  the  night  by  burglars, 
and  a  large  amount  of  money  taken.  I  stood  around  and  near 
enough  to  liear  what  Avas  said.  Every  one  of  them  spoke 
falsely  as  to  the  amount  taken,  and  I  thought  to  myself  they 
were  not  much  better  than  the  thief.  After  enjoying  the  talk 
and  excitement  for  aAvhile,  I  enquired  the  road  to  the  next 
place,  paid  my  bill  and  left  town.  I  was  soon  overtaken  by 
Wicks,  and  we  hastened  on  in  the  direction  of  Oswego.  At 
noon  we  stopped  at  a  farm  house  to  get  something  to  eat  and 
feed  our  team. 
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After  dinner  wc  paid  the  men  for  their  trouble,  and  they 
went  to  the  field  to  ^vork,  leaving  us  to  hitch  up  at  our  leisure. 
■\Ve  did  so,  taking  a  fine  bear-skin  robe  worth  ten  or  tifteen 
dolkirs,  Avhich  I  found  in  the  granary.  I  knew,  in  all  reason,, 
they  might  not  discover  their  loss  in  a  week's  time,  and  being 
a  small  thing,  they  would  not  take  time  to  look  for  it,  in 
which  conclusion  I  found  I  was  mistaken.  I  told  Wicks  every- 
thing must  help  to  pay  expenses,  to  whicli  he  always  assented. 
Tiiat  same  night  we  staid  at  the  house  of  Eli  Darrow  and  not  " 
far  from  Watertown.  He  was  a  number  one  thief,  and  known 
among  men  to  be  of  that  stamp,  even  all  through  the  Eastern 
States.  'We  had  no  trouble  in  selling  him  the  robe,  so  that  in 
ciise  of  being  pursued  the  next  day,  we  would  be  foimd  all 
right — minus  the  robe. 

At  a  reasonable  hour  the  next  morning  we  made  a  start  on 
our  journey,  and  had  not  gone  over  a  mile  when  we  saw  two- 
men  coming  up  in  the  rear  at  a  fast  gait.  AVe  fell  into  a  walk 
that  thev  might  the  sooner  overtake  us.  The  man  of  whom 
we  stole  the  robe  was  one,  tlio  other  we  did  not  knovr.  He- 
very  soon  disclosed  the  nature  of  his  errand  and  said :  '•  I  have 
a  consrable  with  me,''  and  at  that  he  cursed  and  damned  us  to 
the  greatest  extent  that  1  had  ever  heard  from  any  lips.  He 
told  the  constable  to  dismount  and  examine  our  bu^iicv  and 
trunk,  which  proved  to  them  wc  did  not  have  it.  I  told  him. 
^vhere  we  staid  over  night  and  they  quickly  turned  and  left  us,, 
which  relieved  our  minds  very  much  and  amused  us  too  to  see- 
hovr  easily  we  had  turned  them  from  the  right  track.  We 
knew  \ery  well  that  if  they  should  call  at  Darrow's  he  would 
soon  disarm  them  from  all  suspicion  toward  us. 

This  day's  ride  was  to  bring  us  to  Oswego,  where,  two  years 
before,  I  had  committed  several  burglaries  of  considerable 
magnitude.  But  yet  I  did  not  fear  detection  in  any  of  them,, 
except,  in  walking  ofC  so  uncereinoniously  with  "Old  Oswego." 
We  thought  it  advisable,  however,  to  select  a  hotel  on  the  out- 
skirts of  the  town,  where  we  would  be  less  liable  to  be  seen  in 
any  of  our  performances.  I  intended  giving  Wicks  a  load 
lioine,  and  as  luck  seemed  to  favor  us  at  all  points,  I  met  sev- 
eral ol  cur  gang,  who,  if  needed,  could  lend  a  lumd  to  get  up. 
iJie  su]v,)ly,  as  they  were  bent  on  mischief  of  any  kind  that. 
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might  first  present  itself.  During  the  second  day  of  onr  stay 
in  tov.-n,  one  of  our  men  and  myself  found  vrhere  there  ^7as  an 
extra  fine  span  of  hoi'scs  and  a  most  excellent  buggy.  I  took 
a  liand  in  for  a  half  share  of  the  spoils,  and  after  we  had  com- 
pleted our  traffic  Jierc  I  "was  to  meet  my  assistant  in  33uf)['alo. 
The  bu^o-v  we  selected  was  lialf  a  mile  from  the  horses.  The 
first  thing  we  did  ^vas  to  unlock  the  barn  and  run  the  I'Uggy 
out.  The  ]K3xt  move  we  made  we  vrent  to  the  livery  stable; 
we  bad  no  trouble  to  [enter  the  barn  by  the  helj)  of  the  keys 
with  which  I  was  always  provided,  and  in  a  short  space  of  time 
we.Iiad  them  harnessed  and  were  on  our  wav  toward  the  bngX'"'^'- 

./  CDC"- 

Wc  met  several  persons,  but  they  did  not  interfere  with  us,  nor 
seem  to  notice  us  in  the  least.  The  horses  were  soon  in  driving 
trim.  After  shortening  the  tugs,  and  some  other  little  fixing, 
everything  was  in  perfect  order  and  ready  for  a  start. 
My  partner  was  to  take  charge  of  the  horses  and  carriage,  so 
he  soon  mounted  arid  they  started  out  of  town  as  g^iily  a:^,  if 
they  Avere  on  their  way  to  attend  a  wedding.  As  soon  as  they 
were  gone  I  vrent  to  my  hotel,  wliere  I  had  stealthily  left  only 
a  little  while  before. 

"While  my  assistant  and  I  were  spiriting  away  this  team, 
crime  was  being  committed  in  other  parts  of  the  city.  I 
remember  one  man  having  been  knocked  down  on  the  street 
and  robbed  of  liis  watch  and  quite  a  large  sum  of  money. 

When  miornino;  came  ^touds  of  men  could  be  seen  on  every 
corner  consulting  with  each  other  as  to  the  best  method  to  be 
emi}loved  for  sto])nin£!:  the  f^reat  amount  of  stealing:  that  was 
then  being  done.  Some  urged  be  iter  ofllcers,  and  some  advised 
hanging  as  the  very  best  remedy.  Many  curses  were  showered 
upon  myself  and  most  intima.to  friends,  and  as  I  listened  to  their 
talk,  I  swore  to  take  ample  satisfaction  of  them  before  I  left 
the  city.  33ut,  owing  to  the  great  excitement  prevailing  over 
the  whole  town,  I  tliought  prudeiice  forbid  any  farther  demon- 
strations at  that  time.  "We  had  done  our  work  so  well  that,  as 
far  as  I  could  learn,  they  never  got  any  clue  to  the  horses. 

Ynclcs  returned  home,  and  I  took  a  sail  boat  for  Eoch ester. 
New  York,  and  from  thence  by  stage  to  EuHalo.  The  man  who 
assisted  me  in  stealing  the  horse i  gave  me  directions  in  regard 
to  selecting  a  boarding  place,  it  being  the  place  vrhere  we  v/ere 
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i.>  in<;et  when  he  should  iiri  ivc  in  the  city.  In  a  few  clays  lie  pnt 
r;  :\'\  nppoarance,  bringing  with  him  a  horse  he  had  stolen  near 
('a!Li!id:i!gna,  one  hundred  miles  away.  We  kept  the  horse 
t:;.'.t  d.iv,  and  at  night  I  took  him  in  charge,  going  np  the  Lake 
.'..  l-j-ie  county,  where  I  sold  him  to  one  of  our  boys  for  eighty 
.*:  'i;.ii*s,  he  bringing  me  to  Erie,  where  I  shipped  for  Buf- 
:  ijK  I  reniainod  in  Erie  two  or  three  days,  and  during  my 
l.v.t  dav  there  I  looked  through  the  trunks  belonging  to  the 
::  [■]<  :'jid  boai'ders  at  the  hotel.  Out  of  this  transaction  I  was 
.4  iiuudred  dollars  better  off,  and  in  possession  of  a  fine  English 
•.v.itch  and  a  few  trilling  articles  besides.  This  little  act  pre- 
vmt'Ml  nie  from  taking  the  hxii  there  for  EutTalo,  as  1  was  in 
?;iuoh  haste  to  leave.  I  ste[)pt'd  out  of  town  in  quick  time  and 
:..'k  the  stage  road  toward  Buffalo.  I  had  taken  the  procau- 
:.  ':i  to  provide  myself  vritli  a  heavy  set  of  sandy  vvhiskers,  and 
*!"nned  them  in  time  to  take  the  stage  as  it  came  along.  In 
<■>»•  tiiere  had  been  anv  one  in  the  stasro  who  had  seen  me  in 
!'ri'.\  they  would  not  have  recognized  me.  In  this  disguise  I 
r  ached  Buffalo  in  safety. 

All  \s'as  hurry  and  bustle  in  the  city;  men  v/ere  taking  their 
<'!1  ]»!ac<.'s  again  on  the  boats  and  vessels  bound  for  the  upper 
:.  kcs.  and  Buffalo  was  sending  out  a  large  number  of  men  to 
'- .  rk  uii  the  Erie  canal,  v.iiich  was  about  half  completed. 

Iler»'  1  renewed  my  acquaintance  with  Edward  Cooper  of 
<  '\i:\U:iU-\:  money  fame,  also  with  his  wife,  Mrs.  Ella  Cooper, 
•••  i;nin  you  will  remember  1  met  in  the  stage  coach  two  years 
'•  -forr  between  Whitesboro  and  Oswego. 

^^  0  added  the  name  of  a  new  acquaintance,  at  this  time,  to 

:r  14,  Jerome  Webster,  he  called  himself.     He  was  an  accom- 

;■  ^hvd  ''blackleg,"  being  thoroughly  posted  in  all  its  different 

;.  -.a^es.  from  that  of  a  pickpocket  up  to  the  higher  order  of  a 

:'i:lar  or  counterfeiter.    ITe  was  a  man  of  fine  education  ;  could 

•'-.V    French   and  German  fluently.      lie  never   frequented 

^^'  jk'j'es,  or  low  company,  and  I  never  heard  him  swear. 

'•"^  '*  inrce  had  a  private  boarding  house,  and  constituted  one 

■  ^  •••r'^-i»y,  dividing  equally  all  our  proceeds.     In  what  was  then 

"-••-  ^uburbs  of  Buffalo,  lived  a  vrealtliy  men  who  had  the  reputa- 

'•  ^n  of  owning  the  very  best  span  of  horses  to  be  found  in  the 
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city,  or  in  its  vicinity.     Webster  had  often  seen  them  on  the 
street  and  had  visited  at  this  man's  house. 

We  took  a  particular  fancy  to  this  team,  and  concluded  to 
assist  each  other  in  transferring  them  from  their  owner  to  our- 
selves. When  our  arrangements  for  making  this  transfer  were 
completed,  we  reported  for  duty  and  were  at  work  in  a  short 
time,  our  friend  standing  guard,  while  Cooper  and  I  harnessed 
and  hitched  them  to  the  buggy.  I  was  the  one  chosen  to  take 
them  away,  therefore  I  started  and  that  night  drove  to  a 
friend's  house  near  Genesseo.  There  I  staid  till  the  next  night, 
^viien  I  contmued  on  my  way,  and  on  the  following  morning  I 
fetched  up  at  a  place  near  the  head  of  Seneca  Lake,  where  I 
sold  horses,  harness  and  buggy  for  two  hundred  and  sixty  dol- 
lars. I  was  two' or  three  days  in  accomplishing  this  sale,  and 
just  as  soon  as  I  had  disposed  of  them  (it  was  then  getting  dark 
fast),  I  hurried  out  of  town,  in  the  direction  of  Geneva,  having 
a  distance  of  forty  miles  to  go  before  I  could  take  the  stage  for 
Buffalo.  Froui  the  time  I  left  Buffalo  until  my  return,  I  w^as 
disguised  by  wearing  a  heavy  pair  of  sandy  vrhiskers. 

While  on  my  way  home  by  stage,  the  olTiceis  were  on  my 
trail,  and  had  liTially  brought  up  at  the  place  wdiere  I  sold  the 
horses,  and  took  tlium  avray  from  the  man  at  once.  This  put  a 
double  force  upon  my  track ;  but,  as  usual,  they  were  in  pur- 
suit of  the  wrong  man.  The  stage  drivers  had  described  me  as 
wearing  heavy  whiskers,  and  they  were  following  a  man  whom 
they  supposed  to  be  the  one,  from  the  description  given  them, 
and  at  last  traced  him  to  a  house  of  prostitution,  where  he  was 
arrested.  The  stage  driver  and  a  n:.an  at  Seneca  Lake  both 
identified  him  as  the  guilty  one. 

When  the  time  arrived  for  his  exarniucation  he  proved  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  court  that  he  was  in  Buffalo,  on  a  spree, 
during  the  whole  time.  After  his  discharge  there  was  another 
hunt  bv  the  ofhcials,  but  their  sccirch  was  as  fruitless  as  before. 
I  was  in  a  secret  covert,  where  no  eye  could  penetrate.  When 
quiet  reisrned  again,  vre  divided  our  money,  and  each  had 
eighty-five  dollars  —  their  share  of  the  spoils. 

What  to  do  next,  was  the  subject  which  now  engaged  our 
attention  exclusively.  Webster  had  been  looking  up  places 
amono*  the  f^entrv  in  which  he  thoight  we  would  find  the 
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"  one  thing  needful "  in  the  greatest  amount.  His  theory  was 
tliat  money  was  the  best  thing  by  far  to  steal,  as  it  saved  timo 
and  was  ready  for  use.  lie  was  a  guest  at  the  houses  of  the 
rich  and  cultured,  and,  I  judge,  very  much  of  a  favorite.  lie 
was  the  man  wlio  affixed  the  president's  and  cashiers  signa- 
tures to  bank  bills,  and,  in  fact,  was  Idnrj  of  the  great  and  noted 
thieves  in  the  United  States  at  that  time  (1S20). 

At  this  time  the  city  was  visited  by  a  popular  theatrical 
troupe,  and  we  seized  upon  the  opportunity  to  enrich  ourselves 
in  our  style  of  doing  business.  Webster  made  numerous  calls 
during  the  day  to  places  he  thought  the  most  desirable  to 
operate  in  at  night,  to  ascertain  if  everything  would  be  in 
readiness  for  us.  When  night  came,  we  Avere  given  a  full 
description  of  the  inside  arrangement  of  every  house  we  were 
to  visit.  They  favored  me  in  their  selection  again,  wanting  me 
to  do  the  inside  work,  while  Cooper  and  Webster  stood  guard 
at  different  locations  near  the  house.  The  first  place  I  entered, 
I  could  readily  see,  Avas  one  of  wealth,  being  one  of  the  finest 
dweliinfj-s  in  the  citv.  We  thouofht  it  verv  probable  that  the 
owner  had  a  large  amount  of  ready  money,  and  in  this  we 
fully  realized  our  expectations.  In  the  room  w^here  he  and  his 
wife  slept,  a  large  heavy  trunk  was  standing,  and  one  very  diffi- 
cult to  open ;  yet  I  succeeded,  and  in  this  trunk,  in  a  deer  skin 
purse,  I  found  nearly  a  thousand  dollars,  and  a  great  part  of  it 
in  foreign  pieces.  Lying  on  the  stand  in  the  same  room  was 
a  lady's  line  gold  Avatcli.  After  thoroughly  ransacking  the 
house,  bureaus,  and  desks,  I  left  without  exercising  the  usual 
care  in  closing  up  everything  as  I  found  them.  It  had  talven. 
me,  at  the  least  calculation,  forty  minutes  to  examine  the 
tilings  in  this  house,  it  being  somewhat  larger  than  the  ones  I 
had  visited  heretofore.  I  gave  the  money  and  other  valuables 
to  Webster  for  safe  keeping  before  entering  another  house? 
which  I  proceeded  to  do  at  once.  At  the  place  next  visited  I 
obtained  but  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars  in  money 
an»l  a  very  fine  overcoat,  which  Cooper  put  on,  being  able  to 
curry  it  the  more  easily  in  that  w^ay.  In  our  third  search  v:e 
wore  more  fortunate  than  in  the  last  house.  Here  we  secured 
three  hundred  dollars  in  paper  and  silver  money. 

OiT  next  raid  was  made  in  a  jewelry  stoi'e,  from  which  wo 
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took  a  number  of  -watclics  and  only  a  small  amount  of  money. 
This  building  we  entered  from  the  rear,  having  t^Y0  doors  to 
unlock,  which  was  easily  done  by  the  aid  of  my  silent  helpers, 
the  aforementioned  string-  of  keys.  After  filling  our  pockets  to 
our  perfect  satisfaction,  we  retreated  to  our  own  private  quar- 
tei's.  Each  share,  after  the  proceeds  were  divided,  was  over 
six  hundred  dollars.  To  make  sure  of  our  plunder  being  safely 
cared  for,  we  prevailed  on  Afrs.  Ella  Cooper  to  take  charge  of 
it  for  a  short  time,  or  as  long  as  it  might  be  necessary. 

The  next  morning  we  were  all  on  the  street  as  usual,  appar- 
ently as  unconcerned  as  the  most  indifferent  one  to  be  seen. 
It  was  very  amusing  to  see  the  old  gentleman  of  whom  we 
secured  the  thousand  dollars.  He  was  all  zeal  and  anxiety  to 
have  the  city  searched.  Some  thought  the  burglars  and  the 
theatrical  troupe  were  combined;  that  they  comprised  one 
company.  Webster  advised  them  to  keep  a  close  watch,  when 
it  should  be  time  for  them  to  leave ;  and,  accordingly,  a  diligent 
search  was  made  among  the  troupe,  bat  to  no  purpose.  In 
fact,  it  would  have  taken  the  sharpest  kind  of  a  police  force  to 
have  found  the  stolen  plunder,  for  it  was  secreted  in  the  garret 
of  Mrs.  Cooper's  father's  house,  and  no  one  Vfould  ever  think 
of  finding  it  there.  A  very  general  request  was  made  of  the 
public  to  keep  a  close  vratch  for  the  gold  coin  of  foreign  design. 
That  warning  was  entirely  needless,  for  we  were  too  "well 
posted  to  betray  ourselves  by  passing  the  coin  in  Buffalo.  "We 
were  not  at  all  miserly  in  the  use  of  our  money ;  it  came  easy, 
and  went  in  liice  manner.  I  distributed  mine  freely  among  the 
needy.  "  I  robbed  Peter,  that  I  might  have  the  wherewith  to 
give  Paul."  There  were  many  times  I  would  have  given,  but 
had  none  myself.  In  this  way  I  lived  on,  from  time  to  time, 
in  PulTalo. 

Kot  very  long  after  we  had  made  this  grand  haul,  I  was 
sitting  in  an  eating-house,  near  the  dock,  when  an  old  worn-out- 
looking  man  came  in  and  asked  the  proprietor  to  give  him 
sometliing  to  eat,  to  which  he  replied  :  "  Go  to  h — 1 ;  get  out 
of  here ! "  The  old  man  turned  and  walked  out  without  reply- 
ing. I  followed  him  and  gave  him  a  dollar ;  then  retm-ned  to 
the  eating-house,  resolving  to  make  the  proprietor  pay  well  for 
his  cruel  treatment  of  this  old  man.     After  going  back,  I  inter- 
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ested  myself  deeply  in  the  arrangement  of  the  place,  and 
located  in  ray  mind  every  spot  where  I  thought  I  might  fmd 
anything  of  value.  My  stay  this  time  was  short,  and  I  went 
out  for  a  time,  but  returned  at  rather  a  late  hour  of  the  night. 
I  applied  my  keys  in  the  door,  which  readily  unlocked.  My 
lirst  move  was  toward  the  money  drawer,  from  which  I  took 
fifteen  dollars,  and  in  making  my  retreat,  it  being  dark,  I 
knocked  a  pitcher  ofT  the  counter.  It  came  down  with  a  per- 
fect crash,  and  I  stood  very  still,  awaiting  the  consequences, 
when,  in  a  moment,  a  man  in  undress  uniform,  namely,  a  shirt, 
made  his  appearance.  I  could  see  him  distinctly,  but  he  did 
not  see  me.  He  came  close  to  me  and  said :  *•  Who  is  here  ? " 
I  answered  the  question  by  giving  him  a  teriiblo  blow,  from 
which  I  knew  he  would  not  rally  before  I  would  have  sufHcient 
time  to  make  a  retreat.  Of  one  thing  I  was  very  sure.  I  went 
home  v:ell  pleased  with  the  punishment  I  had  meted  out  to  him 
in  ret^irn  for  his  inliuman  treatment  of  the  old  man.  To  make 
sure  I  had  done  my  duty.  Cooper,  AVebster,  and  myself,  called 
on  him  the  next  day,  and  found  Mr.  Saloonist  with  one  eye 
bandaged,  surrounded  by  a  dark  cloudy  streak.  He  told  us  all 
about  the  affair,  and  that  he  vras  ''robbed  of  tv.'o  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  knocked  dovrn  with  a  pair  of  iron  knuckles."  This 
last  assertion  was  true.  He  or  the  ofRcers  were  never  success- 
ful in  their  search  after  the  man  or  money,  and  no  doubt  it  all 
passed  off  as  a  joke. 

It  was  now  the  last  of  ]May,  and  the  city  was  nearly  free  of 
sailors  and  those  who  had  been  at  work  on  the  Erie  canal.  To 
the  great  annoyance  of  the  citizens  there  yet  remained  a  regular 
gang  of  thieves,  who  came  and  went  at  the.'r  pleasure,  and 
who  were  continually  seeking  opportunities  to  prey  upon  any 
one  who,  in  their  estimation,  had  any  money.  Every  possible 
artifice  that  could  be  thought  of  was  employed  in  their  line, 
except  murder,  and  even  then  a  man  was  found  dead  occa- 
sionally. Generally  they  were  strangers ;  no  one  \u\q\v  who 
they  were,  nor  whence  they  came.  All  those  who  are  now 
livino-  that  were  livino-  at  the  time  of  the  build in^^  of  the  Erie 
Canal,  will  remember  vrell  the  unheard-of  crimes  committed 
along  the  line  from  Albany  to  Buffalo. 

A  ne\'  issue  of  counterfeit  money  now  made  its  appearance, 
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and  although  I  never  faucicd  the  work,  I  resolved  to  do  my 
part  in  its  distribution.  My  first  move  was  to  ascertain  in 
what  w\ay  Mrs.  Ed.  Cooper  was  willing  to  render  us  assistance. 
We  finally  decided  that  on  the  following  day,  and  after  bank- 
ing hours,  we  would  do  some  shopping  together.  At  the  time 
appointed  we  started  and  proceeded  very  cautiously,  buying 
only  the  most  valuable  goods,  and  transferring  them,,  on  the 
street,  to  Cooper  and  Webster,  and  they  in  turn  taking  them  to. 
a  place  of  safety.  Our  purchases  were  made  at  the  lowest 
figure,  always  receiving  four  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  back 
in  good  money.  We  were  particular  not  to  pass  a  business 
house  by.  After  finishing  our  shopping,  I  went  alone  to  all 
the  saloons  and  restaurants  in  the  cit}^,  where  I  always  bought 
some  trifling  thing,  and  received  change  for  a  five-dollar  bilL 
I  continued  to  rid  myself  of  this  money  until  a  late  hour  in  the 
evening.  While  engaged  in  this  traffic  I  was  so  disguised  by  a 
suit  of  gray  clothos  and  whiskers,  that  my  intimate  acquaint- 
ances did  not  know  me.  I  met  several  and  they  looked  at  me 
as  one  stranger  vrould  look  at  another.  Mrs.  Cooper  was 
dressed  after  the  fashion  of  a  rich  woman  from  the  country, 
whom  she  was  trying  to  personate,  and,  as  such,  acted  her 
part  well.  These  goods,  as  on  a  former  occasion,  were  secreted 
by  Mrs.  Cooper. 
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CHAPTER  lY. 

MY    OPERATIONS    CAU5KD    GKEAT     EXCITEMENT EVERYBODY    LOOK- 
ING   FOR   THE    MAN    WITH    GRAY    CLOTHES 1    STEAL  A  GENERAL^S 

FAVORITE   HORSE  AND    LEAVE    LUFFALO LAWYERS    INTERFERING 

WITH    MY    BUSINESS RETURN    TO    BUFFALO THE    PEOPLE    STILL 

EXCITED AN     OFFICER     AITEMPTS     MY     ARREST I    KNOCK    HIM 

DOWN    WITH    A    PAIR     OF     STEEL     KNUCKLES 1     LEAVE     BUFFALO 

AGAIN A    NOBLE    STALLION    SURREPTITIOUSLY    CAPTURED. 

After  finishing:  the  day's  work  I  retarned  to  mv  (sanic^  board- 
iD<^  place,  and  I  must  acknowledge  that  I  did  not  rest  as  well 
during  that  niglit  as  was  usual  for  me.  In  the  morning, 
AYebster,  Cooper,  and  myself  had  a  private  conference  over  the 
transactions  of  the  previous  day,  and  it  was  decided  to  be  the 
safest  way  for  me  not  to  go  out.  My  suit  of  gray  and  whis- 
kers were  laid  in  a  secure  place,  for  fear  of  a  search  warrant. 
All  seemed  quiet  in  the  city  during  the  forenoon,  but  in  the 
after  part  of  the  day  a  burst  of  indignation  spread  through  the 
city  when  so  many,  to  their  great  chagrin,  found  that  on  the 
preceding  day  the\'  had  been  taking  counterfeit  money  to  the 
amount  of  several  hundred  dollars.  As  usual,  a  general  raid 
^Yas  made  over  town  and  country  for  the  man  in  gray  and  the 
lady  who  was  supposed  to  be  his  wife.  During  this  time  of 
excitement  I  was  quietly  resting. 

AVebster  said  he  heard  many  make  the  remark :  "  I  would 
know  the  man  by  his  eyes."  Those  of  you  who  have  seen  me 
will  not  be  surprised  that  I  decided  most  emphatically  not  to 
be  seen  in  the  city  of  Buffalo  for  at  least  a  short  time  to  come. 
The  all-absorbing  thought  now  was :  How  to  get  out  of  the 
city  in  safety?  To  be  seen,  I  dare  not.  Our  consultations 
Were  long  and  frequent.  .  At  last,  it  was  agreed  upon  to  have 
Webster  and  Cooper  look  up  the  finest  horse,  saddle  and  bridle 
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in  the  citv,  and  on  horseback  I  would  retire  from  the  conflict 
of  a  business  life,  for  the  present  at  least.  Accordingly,  they 
took  a  surve}^  of  the  good  horses  in  the  city,  and  reported  as 
having  found  a  good  one,  owned  by  one  "  General  Somebody  " 
—  the  name  I  have  forgotten — yet  I  will  recollect  the  horse  a.-* 
being  one  of  the  best  I  ever  saw. 

At  night  we  three  started  on  our  mission.  Tliey  had  given 
me  a  minute  description  of  the  General's  surroundings,  his.  barn 
being  in  the  rear  of  the  house,  the  whole  enclosed  with  a  picket 
fence.  Our  first  work  was  to  remove  a  small  part  of  the  fence 
neajrest  the  barn  and  farthest  away  from  the  house.  This 
being  done,  1  applied  my  keys  to  the  lock,  but  could  not  ope's 
the  door.  I  went  to  a  blacksmith's  shop  near  by  and  procured 
a  crow-bar,  with  which  I  soon  effected  an  entrance;  but  in 
doing  so  made  a  loud  noise,  which  occasioned  a  stampede ;  but, 
failing  to  perceive  any  stir,  we  soon  returned  to  complete  our 
job.  Webster  and  Cooper  stood  guard  at  different  points, 
while  I  equip]>ed  the  liorse  and  led  him  forth.  Bidding  the 
boys  "  Good  night  1 "  I  put  my  foot  in  the  stirrup  and  took  my 
seat  in  the  very  place  where  a  General  of  the  jS'ew  York 
Militia  had  often  sat.  Surely,  I  was  promoted.  I  soon  found 
my  horse  was  an  ^-iron-clad,"  and  would  also  stand  fire.  His 
weight  was  twelve  hundred  pounds,  a  purely  bright  bay,  vrorth, 
in  Buffalo,  ffve  hundred  dollars,  and  owned  by  a  man  who  had 
plenty  of  money  and  numerous  friends  to  assist  him  at  a 
moment's  notice  in  finding  the  horse.  I  went  slowl}^  out  of  the 
city.  I  started  at  11  o'clock  p.  m.  I  had  forgotten  to  make 
known  the  fact  that  three  nights  before  this  event  Cooper  had 
poisoned  a  very  valuable  dog  of  the  General's,  over  which  he 
and  the  family  had  a  funeral  of  no  smal*  pretensions. 

Riding  very  leisurely  along,  and  having  no  company,  aside 
from  my  thoughts,  I  pictured  in  my  imagination  the  shock 
which  the  General  and  his  family  would  receive  on  the  foUow- 
in^:  mornin<]^,  when  it  became  known  that  his  favorite,  war 
horse  had  been  stolen.  Truly,  it  was  a  great  deal  to  bear  — 
losing  two  such  valuable  animals  within  so  short  a  time.  As 
I  had  a  long  night's  ride  before  me,  I  could  ill  afford  to  spend 
too  much  sympathy  on  the  General  and  his  friends. 

I  rode  till  just  at  the  break  of  day,  my  horse  continually 
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cliani]>ing  his  bit.  I  did  not  stop  to  feed,  as  was  my  usual 
practice,  until  I  reached  my  final  stopping  place,  near  Avon, 
south  of  Kochcster,  Avhere  I  foimd  a  friend.  My  route  from 
lUilValo  to  Avon  had  been  through  the  central  part  of  Western 
Xeu'  York.  I  remained  with  my  friend  tiiree  or  four  days,  my 
horse  being  well  cared  for,  having  him  secreted  in  a  stable 
designed  for  the  purpose  of  hiding  stolen  property.  .  By  remov- 
ing a  feed-rack  (which,  to  all  appearances,  was  stationary,  yet 
could  easily  be  removed),  and  the  flooring  taken  up,  it  was  only 
the  work  of  a  few  moments  to  conceal  my  horse.  No  one 
^vould  iiave  suspicioncd  anything  wrong  by  seeing  the  premises. 
At  tlie  very  time  I  was  caring  for  my  horse  in  Avon,  con- 
sternation reigned  at  the  General's  in  Bulfalo.  He  found,  on 
^'oing  to  his  barn,  the  doors  0}>en,  his  fence  torn  down,  and,  to 
his  great  surprise  and  even  grief,  his  noble  horse  "CeUxm'^ 
gone,  no  one  knew  whither,  without  a  single  track  or  mark  by 
which  they  could  go  in  pursuit  of  him,  as  tliere  had  been 
towards  morning  a  very  heavy  rain,  which  had  obliterated 
every  track. 

The  General  at  once  proceeded  to  find  a  kuvyer,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  his  opinion  as  to  the  best  coui-se  to  pursue  in 
order  to  recover  ^*Celam"  aud  the  thief.  And,  let  me  say 
right  liere,  these  men  called  lawyers,  have,  in  various  ways  and 
ut  dillerent  times,  interfered  (very  nuich  to  my  annoyance,  too,) 
with  my  business,  and  I  do  not  liave,  nor  never  had,  an  undying 
love  for  them  ;  and,  I  must  say,  thief  though  I  am,  I  liave  more 
respect  for  myself  than  for  them.  But  to  return  to  my  subject. 
I  The  General  soon  kindled  a  f^ame  of  indignation  among  the 
;::ood  people  of  Buffalo  against  the  man  who  had  so  uncere- 
moniously taken  ^'Celam.-'  They  soon  made  ready  officers 
^nd  citizens  for  a  chase,  and  were  soon  on  their  way  —  one 
L'oing  in  one  direction,  one  in  another  —  till  the  country  round 
;ibout  Buffalo  was  full  of  men  in  hot  pursuit  of  the  "  num  in 
LTay,"  for  they  had  decided,  without  a  dissenting  voice,  that 
^'""•e  one  passing  the  counterfeit  money  and  tlie  horse  thief  was 
"f^e  and  the  same.  Had  they  been  at  all  shrewd,  they  would 
Hot  have  looked  for  the  thief  being  dressed  in  the  same  clothes 
-^  the  counterfeiter  on  two  occasions  like  these,  transpiring  so 
closely  together.     To  tlie  contrary,  on  this  my  h  it  exit  from 
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EulTiilo,  and  riding  the  General's  five  hundred  dolhir  horse,  I 
^vas  dressed  in  an  elegant  suit  of  black,  and  during  these  few 
<3xciting  days,  I  ^vas  not  far  west  of  "svhere  now  stands  the 
thriving  village  of  Avon. 

]My  friend,  witli  whom  I  was  stopping,  went  up  to  the  four 
corners  to  see  if  there  was  any  unusual  stir.  Just  at  night  two 
men  came  up  from  Buffalo,  making  inquiries  as  to  said  horse 
and  rider.  As  no  one  had  heard  or  seen  anything  of  them, 
they  passed  on  to  continue  their  search. 

Xot  manv  da vs  after  this,  and  when  nio^ht  had  cast  her  dark- 
ness  over  the  earth,  "  Celam  "  was  brought  forth  from  his  hid- 
ing place,  and,  bidding  my  friend  good-bye,  I  set  out  again  for 
another  lonely  ride,  but  not  toward  Buffalo,  nor  to  the  field  of 
battle  yet  in  the  direction  of  "\Yaterloo,  where  I  had  another 
friend,  ^vho  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  that  region  of 
the  country.  My  friend  at  Avon  referred  me  to  him.  lie  was 
the  owner  of  a  large  farm,  a  very  fine  house  and  outbuildings, 
and,  to  me,  it  seemed  unaccountable  that  a  man  of  his  large 
possessions  should  be  engaged  in  such  disreputable  business. 
His  horses  were  all  of  the  finest  breed,  and  nearly  all  of  them 
had  btjen  stolen  or  acquired  dishonestly.  A  few  years  after 
this  he  was  arrested  iu  Pennsvlvania  and  sent  to  the  State 
Prison  for  a  term  of  years.  While  there  he  learned  a  trade, 
which  the  rules  of  the  prison  compelled  him  to  do.  After 
serving  his  time,  he  was  released  and  went  to  his  home ;  or  to 
that  which  was  left  of  it,  for  his  farm  was  a  thing  of  the  past, 
as  well  as  his  good  name.  All  was  now  lost ;  not  one  tie  was 
left  to  bind  him  to  his  once  beautiful  home;  and,  with  this 
cloud  hanging  over  his  horizon,  he  emigrated  to  what  was  then 
the  territory  of  Micliigan,  and  in  a  very  few  years  died  a  poor 
man.  I  remained  with  him  only  one  day,  yet  I  have  it  in  my 
Jieart  still  to  thank  him  for  the  very  friendly  manner  in  which 
he  treated  me  and  the  care  he  gave  my  horse. 

At  night  I  resumed  my  journey  in  the  direction  of  a  town 
called  Cazenovia.  Here,  as  at  my  other  stopping  places,  I  was 
to  meet  one  of  our  number  (which  we  call  friends),  living  within 
a  mile  of  the  village.  During  my  night  rides,  whenever  it  was 
time  to  feed,  I  always  helped  myself  out  of  barns  and  granaries 
along  the  way.     It  is  not  an  expensive  way  to  travel. 
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After  partaking  of  oui-  breakfast,  this  now  found  friend  and 
niyself  went  into  town  for  the  purpose  of  finding  a  purchaser 
for  my  horse.  I  claimed  I  was  tired  of  riding,  and  wanted  to 
travel  in  a  more  eas\"  way.  I  soon  found  a  man  to  buy,  and  I 
HKide  a -very  satisfactory  bargain,  all  things  considered.  I  felt 
well  satisfied,  particularly  in  one  way  —  1  was  out  of  hearing 
of  the  General  and  all  of  his  assistants.  I  received  but  $1G5  in 
cash,  yet  felt  I  had  done  well.  The  man  who  bought  him 
asked  me  his  name.  I  told  liini  it  was  ''  General,"  feeling  that 
he  justly  deserved  promotion  for  the  valuable  service  he  had 
rendered  me.  ]Uy  business  being  settled  here,  I  was  ready  to 
go  on  again,  not  thinking  it  well  to  tarry  long  in  one  place. 
Finding  a  gentleman  with  a  team  going  in  a  westerly  direction, 
I  prevailed  on  him  to  let  me  ride,  which  he  seemed  willing  to 
do.  Just  at  dark  we  reached  Skeneatles,  where  I  procured 
sometiiing  to  eat,  then  stepped  out  on  the  street  to  take  a  view 
of  the  town.  At  that  ver}^  moment  an  elderly  man  with  a 
fine  bay  team  drqye  up  to  a  store,  hitched  his  horses,  and  went 
in.  I  thought  it  one  of  the  finest  opportunities  for  an  all  night's 
buggy  ride,  and,  suiting  my  actions  to  my  thoughts,  iminedi- 
ately  untied  the  horses,  turned  them  in  the  direction  of  their 
home,  and  drove  a  fe^v  squares;  then  changed  my  course  in  the 
very  direction  from  which  I  had  come  the  night  before,  and 
sto})ped  at  the  same  places.  After  three  nights  of  travel,  1  vras 
once  more  in  Buffalo.  My  horses,  as  usual,  were  cared  for  by 
one  of  our  gang,  and  I  was  housed  during  the  day  with  another 
one  of  the  same  stamp. 

AVhen  night  came,  I  desired  to  see  the  boys,  and  accordingly 
visited  the  place  where  the  ^-tony''  ones  of  our  party  spent 
their  evenings.  Here,  as  I  ex])ected,  I  met  Webstc  r  and  Cooper, 
although  either  of  us  did  not  speak.  However,  in  a  few  minutes 
!  they  went  out,  and  not  long  after  I  followed.  I  soon  learned 
from  them  the  true  state  of  affairs ;  tliat  there  was  a  warrant 
out  for  me  for  the  goods,  money,  and  horse ;  also,  that  I  was 
identified  beyond  a  doubt,  and,  in  their  opinion,  would  be 
^nder  arrest  in  an  hour  if  I  remained  that  length  of  time. 
^0  taking  their  advice,  I  made  preparations  to  leave,  first  divid- 
ing my  income  with  them,  after  taking  out  my  expenses. 
^^Uer  doing  this,  I  went  in  the  back  way,  and,  in  haste,  ate  my 
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supper.  I  ought  to  have  said  tliat  before  I  left  them  to  get  my 
supper,  we  agreed  to  meet  in  twenty  days  in  the  city  of  Koch  es- 
ter, and  at  the  house  of  one  of  our  craft. 

Cooper  -went  after  my  team,  and  was  to  drive  to  a  low 
grogery  on  tlie  ontrjkirts  of  the  city  limits.  Webster  was  to 
walk  there  with  me,  though  keeping  a  little  in  advance  as 
guard.  When  I  reached  the  place,  a  friend  was  holding  my 
te^m,  and  just  as  I  was  going  to  get  into  my  buggy,  a  man 
put  his  hand  on  my  left  arm  and  said  "Wait!"  and  in  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  done,  I  knew  he  was  no  friend.  I  had 
no  time  to  spend  in  parleying  then  and  there ;  therefore,  witii 
one  iron  knuckle  on  my  right  hand,  which  was  always  ready 
for  use,  I  dealt  him  a  terrible  blow,  vrhich  felled  him  instantly. 
I  saw  him  fall  into  an  open  cellar  way,  aud  I  did  not  even  hear 
him  groan.  I  was  in  my  baggy  and  out  of  hearing  long  before 
he  vras  conscious  of  anything.  Webster  was  looking  on,  and 
he  afterwards  told  me  he  was  an  officer  on  the  watch  for  me  at 
that  point,  and  that  in  falling  he  struck  the  small  of  his  back 
on  the  railing  around  the  cellar- way,  and  then  slid  down  head 
first.  For  a  time  he  vras  thou^-ht  to  be  dead.  A  i)hvsician 
was  sent  for,  and  at  the  same  time  an  ambulance  wagon  to 
carry  the  '^'cuss''  home. 

While  this  scene  was  being  enacted  at  the  cellar,  I  was  riding 
at  a  rapid  rate  in  the  direction  of  West  field.  Ten  miles  east  of 
this  place  I  was  to  fall  into  friendly  hands  again,  and  here  I 
remained  the  next  day.  Buffalo  turned  out  a  drove  of  men  in 
hot  pursuit  of  me,  and  some  of  them  passed  the  place  wliere  I 
was  stopping  and  returned  again,  their  search  being  fruitless. 
They  little  thought  I  was  so  near  and  enjoying  myself  exceed- 
ingly to  see  them  pass  and  re-pass. 

As  soon  as  night  came  I  was  again  on  my  way.  When  it 
came  time  to  feed,  I  opened  a  farmer's  granary  and  stole  a  bag 
of  grain,  a  buffalo  robe,  and  a  good  whip  out  of  his  buggy. 
After  feeding  my  horses,  I  kept  on  till  daylight,  when  I 
stopped  at  a  farm-house.  Here  I  was  successful  in  getting  my 
breakfast  and  my  horses  fed,  after  vrliich  I  went  on  my  way, 
reaching  another  place  of  safety  in  tlie  after  part  of  the  day, 
and  where  I  stayed  all  night.  In  the  morning  I  sold  my  entire 
outfit  for  two  hundred  dollars.     How  the  old  man  got  home 
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from   Skencatles  I  never  learned,  or  if   he   emigrated  to  the 
pleasant  banks  of  the  Ohio. 

The  two  hundred  dollars  I  received  for  this  haul  I  was  not 
going  to  divide,  as  it  was  entirely  a  lone  hand.     At  this  last 
place  I  stayed  three  or  four  days  and  rested  up.     The  man  I 
was  stopping  with  told  me  of  a  horse  three  miles  from  there 
that  wiLS  a  fast  traveler.     AVc  went  around  to  see  how  things 
were  situated.     To  Kochester  I  must  go,  and  I  could  devise  of 
no  better  way  than  to  appropriate  this  horse,  just  as  a  matter 
of  convenience,  and  there  being  at  the  same  place  a  sulky, 
saddle,  and  bridle,  vre  were  well  supplied  with  the  necessary 
articles  to  make  sure  of  my  escape.     On  the  night  on  which  I 
had  decided  to  leave,  I  started  on  my  walk  over  to  the  place 
where  I  was  to  get  my  horse.     My  friend   took  one  of  the 
horses  I  had  sold  him,  put  on  a  saddle,  and  rode  over.     On 
arriving  at  the  place,  he  put  Ins  horse  before  the  sulky  and 
attached  his  saddle  to  it,  that  he  might  have  it  with  which  to 
return  home.     ^Yc  drove  rapidly  fifteen  miles  west  and  south, 
leaving  the  sulky  in  a  piece  of   woods,  where  I  afterwards 
learned  they  found  it,  but  no  horse  attached  to  it.     I  soon  had 
my  horse  in  readiness,  was  mounted,  and  olf,  going  directly 
east.     I  had  no  fears  of  being  followed,  as  I  knew  they  would 
follovr  the  sulky  track,  which  I  afterwards  heard  they  did. 
The  horse  I  took  was  one  of  the  finest  stallions  then  in  that 
section,  famous  all  over  that  part  of  the  State  for  his  great 
speed.     It  was  a  very  difficult  thing  to  do  to  get  him  saddled 
and  out  of  his  stable,  and  when  I  had  accomplished  the  feat  of 
getting  on  his  back,  we  fairly  Hew  away  from  that  part  of  the 
country.     I  was  much  more  cautious  in  this  case  of  horse  steal- 
ing than  in  any  I  had  ever  done ;  in  fact,  it  was  necessary  to  bo 
so,  for  fear  of  being  caught.     Subsequently  I  was  quartered  at 
the  house  of  a  friend,  where  I  arrived  in  the  gray  of  morning, 
and  I  felt  secure,  for  the  day  at  least,  from  all  harm.     Men  — 
and  they  were  numerous,  too, —  were  in  all  directions  and  ©n 
'  all  sides  looking  for  me.     To  escape  them  certainly  required 
'  great  tact. 

After  one  day  of  rest  for  myself  and  horse,  and  as  evening 
came,  I  made  an  early  start,  designing  to  put  as  great  a  dis- 
tance between  my  enemies  and  myself  as  possible  before  the 
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ensuing  night.  My  horse  had  spent  the  day  in  an  extensive 
piece  of  woods  —  standing  on  the  ground  and  being  rubbed 
down  for  hours  by  a  man  I  found  on  the  Avav,  or,  rather,  near 
by.  I  wished  liim  in  trim  for  a  long  ride,  and,  in  order  that  he 
miglit  be  good  for  that  ''  hundred  miles,''  which  my  friend  had 
said  he  was  capable  of  making,  I  had  the  utmost  pains  talcen 
with  him.  'Watering  him  often  and  feeding  him  at  midnight, 
I  did  not  fall  short  but  a  very  short  distance  of  accomplishing 
the  hundred  miles. 

I  sta.yed  the  next  day  with  my  friend  near  Avon,  as  I  had 
done  twice  before  on  like  occasions.  I  hired  a  man  to  stand  by 
my  horse  all  day,  rubbing  and  feeding  him.  I  now  felt  a  little 
more  at  my  ease,  being  farther  removed  from  the  grand  army 
of  Buffalo,  reinforced  as  it  was  by  the  State  of  Ohio  and  per- 
haps Permsylvania.  I  had  looked  forward  to  reaching  this 
place  with  pleasure,  feeling  that  once  here  I  should  be,  in  a 
measure,  relieved  of  much  anxiety. 

At  early  evening  I  was  again  in  the  saddle  and  on  the  march, 
going  south  to  a  place  called  Mansville,  not  many  miles  from 
the  line  of  Pennsylvania.  This  place  I  reached  long  before 
day,  and,  without  any  ditliculty,  found  the  man  described  to 
me  by  my  friend  at  Avon.  After  informing  him  who  I  was 
and  what  I  had  come  for,  he  gave  me  a  very  warm  reception. 
My  horse  was  taken  care  of,  and  I  never  saw  him  again.  In 
the  morning  he  gave  me  t^^^o  hundred  dollars  in  cash  for  him, 
and  told  me  he  would  send  him  to  Pennsylvania. 


CHAPTER  Y. 

MKETING    -SVKBSTEH    IX    ROC]I>:sTI:k ilE    IS    POSSESSED   OF   A   NKV>' 

IS5UK   OF    COUXTEirrEIT    MONEY  —  MRS.    COOPEK    CALLED    TO    OUR. 

AID  m  PASSING    IT ^VE    AKE    S'JCCESSFUL    TO    THE    AMOUNT    OF 

THIRTEEN     HUNDKED     DOLLARS VISITING     SALOONS    IN    SAlLOIi's 

CLOTHING MY'     EXIT    FKOM^  ROCHESTER    WITH    A   FINE    TEAM 

THE     OFFICERS     AGAIN     ON     Mi'    TRACK OVERHAULED     liY     MEN. 

LOOKING   FOR   A    HORSE-THIEF. 

My  time  for  meeting  Vebste)-  in  Eocliestcr  had  nearly 
expired,  and  to  fail  in  seeing  him,  might  forever  separate  us.. 
I  walked  from  Mansville  to  Geneseo,  at  which  place  1  took  the 
stage  for  Eochester,  arriving  on  the  following  day ;  but,  much 
to  my  regret,  no  ^Yebster  could  bo  found.  While  wailing  for 
him  to  come,  T  walked  about  town  in  a  quiet  way,  considerino* 
the  feasibility  of  making  another  sho2)ping  tour,  in  order  to 
relieve  myself  of  more  bad  money,  and  relieve  the  pockets  of 
the  good  people  of  Eochester  of  some  that  would  be  of  more 
value  to  me. 

Webster  came  at  last,  and  I  was  intensely  interested  in  tlie 
minute  account  which  he  gave  me  of  affairs  in  l>uffalo.  I  have 
not  time  here  to  repeat  what  he  said ;  suffice  it  to  say  the- 
oHlcers  were  on  my  track,  and  had  found  where  I  had  sold  the 
horses. 

Webster  and  I  were  now  ready  to  operate  in  any  thing  or- 
"^vay  that  might  turn  up,  and  he  being  acquainted  ^vith  all  the- 
"nllains"  in  the  city,  soon  learned  thai  a  farmer  out  of  town  a. 
J^hort  distance  had  in  his  possession  a  large  amount  of  money, 
■^^^e  soon  devised  means  of  ascertaining  this  fact  by  sending  one 
^l^  our  men  there  to  hire  out  for  a  few  days,  in  order  to  make 
^ure  the  report  was  true.  In  this  little  strategy  v.'e  failed,  but 
'^  get  revenge,  I  killed  his  dog  for  safety,  then  stole  a  fifty 
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dollar  harness  and  a  bull'alo  robe.  His  hired  man,  John,  after 
assisting  in  this  trifling  job,  got  mad  and  quit.  After  this  raid 
we  let  the  old  farmer  go. 

Webster  had  on  hand  a  large  amount  of  bad  money  of  a  new 
issue,  none  of  which  was  in  circulation,  and  we  thought  wo 
would  initiate  it  in  the  stores  and  business  houses  of  llochester, 
to  aid  them  in  acquiring  wealth.  To  do  this  successfully  we 
would  need  an  assistant,  and  one  accustomed  to  the  business 
would  suit  us  better  than  a  green  hand ;  therefore,  I  wrote  at 
once  to  Mrs.  Cooper,  telling  her  what  we  proposed  to  do,  and 
asking  her  to  come  and  give  us  her  aid.  To  pass  the  time, 
before  Mrs.  Coopei^s  arrival,  in  the  most  profitable,  and,  to  me, 
the  most  pleasant  way,  I  enriched  myself  each  day  by  picking 
up  loose  things  of  more  or  less  value,  and,  in  the  end,  made 
expenses. 

Ella  came  in  a  few  days,  and  on  the  following  day  we  were 
to  do  our  part  of  the  business.  She  rode  into  the  suburbs  of 
the  city,  and  from,  thence  walked  to  the  house  to  which  I  had 
directed  her.  She  was  dressed  in  good  style  for  a  country  lady ; 
her  hair  was  done  up  with  an  immense  back-comb,  something  a 
little  less  than  a  foot  in  diameter,  and,  like  Josepli's  coat,  *'of 
many  colo]^."  Her  entire  dress,  set  off  with  her  splendid  talent 
for  imitating,  made  her  just  the  woman  for  an  emergency  of 
this  kind.  Let  me  add  that  around  her  neck  she  wore  a  string 
of  various  colored  beads,  sufficient,  if  divided,  to  supply  a  whole 
country  school. 

That  we  might  fully  understand  each  other,  and  to  have  our 
stories  correspond,  we  canvassed  the  undertaking  in  every  par- 
ticular, that  we  might  not  betray  ourselves.  The  piece  wo 
Avere  to  speak  \yd^  m  this  vrise :  "VYe  were  just  from  the  State 
of  Vermont,  and  located  near  a  place  called  Pittsiord,  a  few 
miles  only  from.  Eochester,  having  bought  a  valuable  farm  of 
one  Harrington,  and  which  we  were  to  have  possession  of  in  a 
few  days. 

Having  completed  our  arrangements,  on  the  following  day 
at  3  o'clock  we  commenced  our  shopping,  taking  the  goods  to  a 
waf^on  on  the  street  prepared  for  the  occasion.  "We  bought 
heiivily,  but  apparently  to  others,  very  carefully,  I  cautioning 
*^my  wife"  frequently  to  go  slow.     I  bought  nearly  a  piece  of 
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French  broadcloth,  ostensibly  for  my  brother's  hired  man  and 
iiiyself,  always  finishing  up  my  purchases  with  some  cheap 
article,  in  order  to  get  bade  as  near  five  dollars  in  change  as 
possible.  When  it  was  too  late  to  pi'oceed  any  farther,  wo 
secreted  our  goods,  and  Ella  went  to  the  house.  I  put  on  my 
sailors  clothes  and  visited  every  saloon  and  drinking  place  in 
the  city,  getting  small  bills  for  a  live  for  some  little  article  I 
bought,  or  a  glass  or  two  of  whisky,  taking  care  all  the  while 
notto  drink  myself.  It  was  11  o'clock  when  AVebster  and  I 
returned  to  our  boarding-house.  In  counting  over  the  money, 
I  found  that  I  had  passed  thirteen  hundred  dolhirs,  the  largest 
part  of  which  I  had  converted  into  genuine. cash.  The  goods 
we  could  sell  to  a  merchant  in  the  city  at  a  tj-ifle  less  than  he 
could  buy  them  elsewhere. 

The  next  day  Mrs.  Cooper,  dressed  in  elegant  style,  took  the 
stage  and  returned  to  EulTalo,  feeling  herself  well  paid  for  her 
trouble.  She  took  home  a,  rich  silk  for  a  dress,  and  a  costly 
shawl,  besides  quite  an  amount  of  money. 

"Webster,  not  taking  a  visil)]e  part  in  this  transaction,  could 
place  himself  in  a  situation  to  hear  all  that  was  going  on.  JIg 
accordingly  took  a  sui'vey  of  the  city  and  asceiti  ined  that  but 
few  questions  had  arisen  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the  money. 
The  bills'were  so  finely  executed  for  those  da^-s  that  many  of 
the  leading  bankers  could  not  detect  the  fraud.  On  the  second 
day  an  expert  at  the  business  made  the  discovery  that  it  was 
all  counterfeit.  Then  the  people  were  up  in  arms  for  the 
man  and  woman  at  Pittsford,  and  very  recently  from  the  State 
of  Yermont.  Their  anxiety  was  so  overwhelming  that  they 
dispatched  a  man  in  great  haste  to  look  after  their  interest; 
also,  after  the  aforesaid  man  and  woman.  After  becoming 
thoroughly  convinced  that  no  one  of  that  description  lived 
there,  or  had  been  there,  the  man  returned  and  could  only 
inform  them  that  they  had  been  most  mercilessly  swindled  by 
rascals  who  understood  their  business.  When  "Webster  told  me 
this,  I  thought  it  high  time  for  me  to  be  on  the  alert,  for  I 
knew,  from  past  experience,  that  the  \ery  next  d:iy  in  Eoches- 
tcr  would  be  one  of  excitement,  and  oflicers,  provided  with 
^^t^ch  warrants,  would  be  going  in  every  direction.  I  vras  not 
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quite-  ready  to  drown  myself  in  the  Genesee  Kivcr,  nor  jum^: 
the  Falls  —  Sam  Patch  -would  do  that  at  a  later  day. 

I  was  somewhat  mistaken  in  judf^iiig  the  way  in  which -the 
people  would  take  the  affair.  On  being  told  that  no  such  man 
or  woman  were  to  be  found,  some  of  the  merchants  were  very 
angr}^,  ^vhile  others  laughed  and  said,  "  "We  are  sokl  and  paid  in 
tin ! "  They  did,  however,  make  a  reasonable  effort  to  find  the 
ones  who  had  so  unceremoniously  inflated  their  currency  to  the 
extent  of  thirteen  hundred  dollars. 

While  the  good  peojjle  of  Eochester  w^ere  discussing  tiie  sub- 
ject, I  was  quite  at  my  ease  in  a  house  above  suspicion,  and 
AVebster  was  watching  out  for  a  span  of  horses  with  which  to 
make  our  egress  out  of  the  city.  As  good  luck  would  have  it, 
he  found  a  fme  team  a  short  distance  out,  betv»'een  Kochester 
and  Pittsford,  and,  in  order  to  provide  for  every  emergency^ 
vrc  took  a  livery  and  rode  past  the  place,  to  ascertain  the  exact 
situation  of  the  house  and  barn.  "We  found  them  on  the  same 
side  of  the  road,  and  saw,  too,  that  he  had  a  light  wagon.  We 
concluded  that  when  we  came  to  take  our  final  leave  of  lioches- 
ter,'we  would  go  out  w^th  two  horses  and  hitch  on  to  this 
wagon,  and  let  Cooper  (who,  by  the  way,  had  came  on  from 
Buffalo)  take  them  and  drive  west  as  far  as  he  could,  leaving 
the  wagon  and  harness  by  the  roadside,  and  get  baek  to  the 
liver V  stable  with  the  horses  before  davlio^ht. 

This  would  mislead  the  officers  in  pursuit,  for  v/hile  they 
would  follow^  the  wagon  track  west,  I  would  be  riding  the 
horses  I  had  taken  cast.  That  night  I  went  sixty-five  miles, 
stopping  with  one  ox  our  friends  (our  cause  at  that  time  num- 
bered many  friends)  living  close  by  a  place  named  Vienna,  and 
who  entertained  me  in  first  class  style.  My  horses  had  the 
best  attention  also,  and  at  night  w^as  ready  to  perform  the  task 
before  them.  This  man  with  whom  I  was  stopping  had  stolen 
a  great  many  horses  in  an  earlier  day,  saved  his  money,  and 
was  rich.  He  owned  a  splendid  farm  and  elegant  outbuildings, 
and  had  plenty  of  money  besides.  lie  said  in  all  his  thieving 
he  had  never  been  arrested  but  once,  and  that  was  for  taking  a 
span  of  horses,  and  then  he  proved,  by  one  of  their  own  men 
(who  was  equally  guilty  w^ith  himself),  that  he  had  bought 
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tl:('in.     But  this  is  enough  to  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  the 
kind  of  men  identified  Avith  our  gang  all  through  the  country. 
>'i"-ht  had  come  again,  and  I  must  make  pre})arations  for 
leaving;  so,  bidding  my  host  good-bye,  I  was  oif  in  a  hurry. 
My  next  lialting  place  was  ten  miles  east  of  Auburn.     While 
riding  idong  at  a  fair  gait,  I  heard  the  tread  of  horses  coming 
in  my  rear.     They  soon  came  alongside  of  me  and  proved  to  be 
two  men  on  horseback.     I  did  not  change  my  speed  any,  but 
kept  the  same  pace.     Presently,  they  began  to  interrogate  me 
by  inquiring : 
"  AYhich  way  are  you  going,  stranger  ? " 
"I  am  going  nearly  east,  I  suppose." 
"leather  late  at  night  to  be  traveling." 
,    ^'  So  I  thinlc ;  and  v/hat  in  the  deuce  are  you  gentlemen  doing 
it  for?-' 

To  which  answer  a.nd  question  the}'  made  no  reply  for  some 

time;  when  they  again  renewed  the  conversation  by  asking 

some  question,  to  vrhich  I  gave  the  answer  that  I  could  nuuiage 

my  own  affairs,  and  hoped  they  would  attend  to  theirs.     The 

•last  answer  caused  theju  to  unfold  tlieh*  errand,  and  then  I 

learned  they  were  oHicers  in  pursuit  of  a  stolen  horse,     I  was 

not  long  in  asking  from  what  place  it  had  been  taken,  and  they 

sAid  from  near   Canandaigua.     This   information   cooled   me 

tlown  exceedinMv,  for  I  had  thouo-ht  thev  mis^ht  be  officers 

from  liocbester;   and  having  committed  so  many  crimes  and 

ilopredations  there,  I  knew  too  well  that  if  once  they  should 

L'ot  hands  on  me,  I  was  irredeemaljly  '-gone  up"  for  years, 

passing  the  time  in  learning  a  tj'ade,  that  I  might  be  useful  to 

my  fellow  beings ;   which,  to  me,  was  not  at  all  pleasing,  and 

ntirely  out  of  my  line  of  business.     But  to  return  to  the  sub- 

•^t.    As  they  were  not  looking  for  m.e,  I  was  very  willing 

'icy  should  continue  their  search  for  my  kinsman,  and  so  rid 

'lyself  of  their  company.     I  easily  manufactured  information 

•^r  theui  that  mio-ht  turn  their  course.     I  said  to  them  that  ten 

'liiosback  a  man  riding  very  fast  had  passed  me,  goino-  north; 

''^  that  he  did  not  speak  to  me.     I  also  told  them  I  vras  going 

•'"f  mv  buo;r;y  that  I  had  loaned  to  mv  brother. 

^hcy  finally  halted  and  turned  back,  and  I  was  left  to  con- 

,   "'Je  my  journey  alone,  which  I  did  till  3  o'clock  in  iie  morn- 
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ing,  when  I  brought  up  at  the  house  of  another  friend.  I  was 
kindly  received  and  well  cared  for.  I  spent  the  day  in  sleeping 
a  part  of  the  time,  and  the  remainder  in  taking  care  of  my 
horses. 


CHAPTER  YI. 

iGAlN   ON   THE   ROAD  —  I    FALL    IN    VriTH    A 

WHILE    TLAYING     SUKKIFF    I    STEAL   A   WATCH WE    CAFTUKE   A 

HOKSE-THIEF    WHILE    HE   IS    SLEEPING HE   ACCOMPANIES    US 

WE    RETURN     TO     OUR     HOST     OF     WATCH    FAME    AND    STEAL    HIS 

TEAM  OF  HORSES WE  SELL  THEM  ON  ARRIYLN'G  IN  ROCHESTER  TO 

THE  MAN  FROM  W^HOM  W^E  STOLE  THE  TEAM  ON  LEAVING. 

At  early  evening  I  was  again  on  my  way  in  the  direction  of 
Cherry  Yalley,  and  rode  till  midnight,  when,  for  the  sake  of 
my  horses,  I  stopped  to  feed,  but  before  that  could  be  done  I 
nuist  find  something  to  feed  on;_  so  tying  them  in  the  woods, 
where,  for  safety,  I  halted,  I  retraced  my  steps  to  a  barn  I  had 
passed  a  short  distance  back,  .and  helped  myself  to  as  much 
<;rain  as  vras  necessary.  Only  a  few  moments  had  elapsed 
after  my  work  was  done  vrhen  I  heard  distinctly  the  noise  of  a 
horse  approaching,  and  put  myseli  in  a  position  to  see  who  it 
might  be.  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  see  a  man  ride  up 
near  to  where  I  was  standing,  get  off  his  horse,  and  lean 
agiiinst  the  fence,  and  was,  to  all  appearances,  sick.  After 
viewing  him  very  closely  for  a  few  minutes,  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  he  was  a  *•  Brother  Cbip,'^  and,  feeling  so  sure  of 
it,  I  addressed  him  in  a  familiar  way  and  language  the  same. 
At  first  he  was  startled  to  find  a  man  in  the  vroods  at  that  late 
hour.  I  told  him  at  once  vrho  I  thought  he  was  and  the  busi- 
ntjss  he  followed,  ^vhich  he  readily  acknowledged.  I  told  him, 
then,  to  follow  me,  and  I  led  the  way  to  w*here  my  horses  were 
tied,  and  having  corn  enough  left,  treated  his  horse  to  a  gener- 
ous supper. 

^Vhile  waiting  for  our  horses  to  eat  and  rest,  we  spent  the 
tirno  in  conversation,  and  I  ascertained  he  was  not,  as  I  at  first 
thought,  feigning  his  sickness,  but  really  was  suffering;  and  it 
'•^*r.3  truly  fortunate  for  him  tlud  1  had  a  supply  of  hot  drops  in 
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my  valise  with  which  to  rdicve  hiin.  lie  also  gave  me  the 
particulars  of  his  case.  His  home  was  in  Oswego,  and  he  said 
the  boys  called  him  ^'  Jim  Leroy."  To  repay  him  for  his  con- 
fidence in  me,  I  told  him  my  name,  occupation,  etc.,  and  in 
this  way  the  time  really  passed  quite  pleasantly  at  midnight  in 
that  ever-to-be-remembered  piece  of  woods.  Our  conversation 
had  not  proceeded  far  when  we  again  heard  that  very  famihar 
sound  in  those  days,  the  tread  of  horses,  and  he  and  I  both 
were  soon  on  the  alert  to  hear  and  see  all  we  possibly  could, 
that  in  case  we  were  in  danger,  we  might  be  prepared.  They 
were  soon  near  us,  and  we  could  see  two  men  on  horseback  and 
hear  distinctly  every  word  that  was  said,  and,  from  their  con- 
vei^ation,  learned  tliey  were  in  pursuit  of  a  counterfeiter.  We 
thought  it  wisdom  not  to  have  any  conversation  with  them,  so 
they  kept  on  their  way,  leaving  us  in  our  solitude.  AVe  very 
soon  decided  it  would  not  be  safe  to  take  the  samie  route  they 
had,  so  ^^'e  mapped  out  a  new  course  for  ourselves  to  pursue. 
"We  thought  it  advisL>bie  to  leave  his  horse  tied  to  a  tree,  taking 
the  saddle  and  putting  it  on  one  of  my  horses  and  riding  Idm. 
This  we  done,  and  were  soon  continuing  our  ^vay  toward  Cherry 
Yalley. 

We  had  rode  but  a  few  miles  when  thegnavrings  of  hunger 
was  anything  but  agreeable,  as  many  of  my  readers  may  knov,' 
by  experience,  and,  with  daylight  soon  approaching,  with  the 
inevitable  prospect  of  spending  the  coming  day  again  in  the 
woods,'  we  knevy'  too  well  if  we  obtained  anything  to  eat  it 
must  be  had  before  it  ^vas  day.  Eat  we  must,  and,  without 
any  further  talk  on  the  subject,  we  rode  up  to  a  good-looking 
farm-house,  called  them  up,  told  them  we  were  very  hungry, 
and  would  be  thankful  for  something  to  eat.  I  informed  thcni 
I  was  the  sheriff  of  Ontario  county  pursuing  a  horse-thief.  A 
fire  was  quickly  kindled,  our  horses  taken  to  the  barn  and  fed, 
and,  in  a  very  short  time,  a  well-cooked  breakfast  of  ham  and 
eo:2:s  was  before  us,  which,  after  fastinof  and  ridino*  all  ni'2:ht, 
was  very  acceptable,  and  to  which  we  did  ample  justice. 

They  appeared  to  feel  themselves  highly  honored  in  having 
the  privilege  of  entertaining  the  sheriff  and  his  deputy,  and  or. 
our  leave-taking,  wished  us  every  success,  and  gave  us  a  cordial 
invitation  to  call  airain. 
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During  this  conversation  I  espied  a  ^-ood-looking  ^s'atch  hang- 
ing against  the  wall,  and  it  occurred  to  nie  it  would  be  a  con- 
venient thing  to  have  in  our  travels,  and  I  played  my  hand  to 
juake  sure  of  it.  I  told  Jim  he  might  bring  out  the  horses  and 
I  would  rest,  which  he  proceeded  to  do,  accompanied  by  our 
host,  which  left  me  alone  with  a  boy,  the  woman  of  the  house 
l)eing  engaged  in  the  kitcheu.  After  they  left  the  room  I 
turned  to  the  boy,  who  had  been  eyeing  me  as  cl<  se  f  as  if  I 
had  been  a  huge  show  on  exhibition,  and  asked  him  for  a  cup 
of  wjiter,  which  request  took  him  out  of  the  room,  and  in.  a 
much  shorter  space  of  time  tlian  I  can  tell  it,  had  the  watch  in 
my  pocicet.  By  this  time  Jim  was  at  the  door  with  the  horses, 
and,  giving  the  woman  a  dollar,  I  was  in  the  stirrup  and  out  of 
siijfht  and  hearino-  before  thev  could  have  time  to  think  of  the 
watch  ;  yet  I  often  wondered  in  case  they  looked  to  see  what 
time  it  was  when  we  left,  what  conclusion  they  came  to,  and  if 
they  thought  '-the  sheriff"  had  taken  it.  The  value  of  the 
watch  was  forty  dollars. 

It  was  now  the  dawn  of  day,  and  Vv'e  must  hasten  to  make 
])rovision  for  it.  ^7e  knew  tlie  time  would  have  to  be  spent 
far  removed  from  the  public  road;  so  we  hastened  on  and 
^'iitered  the  first  heavily  timbo'ed  land  we  came  to.  It  was  an 
•extensive  forest,  and  we  rode  a  good  distance  into  it,  laid  aside 
the  saddles  and  bridles,  tied  our  horses,  and,  as  usual,  started  in 
parsuit  of  feed  for  them.  This  we  foimd  by  going  back  about 
a  mile  to  a  barn  we  had  passed,  and,  stealing  a  bag  of  grain, 
•A'hich,  with  a  few  early  sprouts,  would  be  sufficient  for  the  day. 
Oai'  horses  being  provided  for,  the  only  care  now  ^vas  to  do 
t:K!  best  we  could  for  ourselves  in  the  way  of  amusement.  The 
•niy  resort  we  had  in  passing  the  time  was  in  card-playing, 
and  we  wore  out  '-  Old  Sledge ''  and  every  other  game  ^ve 
i<Ji'3'A'.  This  proved  to  be  one  of  the  longest  days  of  my  liie, 
-''d  a  hungry  one,  too,  not  having  a  chance  to  provide  for  our- 
^'•''V<'s,  although  we  never  neglected  to  do  so  whenever  the 
"l'i"a'tunity  permitted.  At  last,  becoming  heailily  tired  of 
•  I ''is  and  conversation,  I  proposed  to  my  new-foimd  friend  to 
'''!i-'  on  an  exploring  expedition  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the 
"••nt  of  this  seemingly  endless  forest. 
He  agrovxl  to  the  proposition,   and  we  started  oil.     After 
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^valking  some  little  time  we  reaehed  -.vliat  I  thought  must  be 
the  deepest  and  darkest  part  of  the  woods,  when  we  suddenly 
came  to  where  there  was  a  horse  hitched  and  a  man  asleep 
on  the  ground.  We  approached  him  very  softly,  and  I,  taking 
my  pistol,  stood  directly  over  him  and  shouted : 

"  Get  up,  Cap  I " 

lie  jumped  to  his  feet  instantly,  when  I  said  to  him : 

''  You  are  my  prisoner,  and  I  make  the  arrest  because  you 
have  no  feed  for  3^our  horse ;  but  if  you  will  get  some,  I  will 
let  you  go." 

lie  replied  that  he  would  if  he  knew  where  to  get  it.  I  told 
him  to  come  with  us  to  our  camp.  We  had  some  and  would 
divide  with  him.  lie  was  easily  persuaded  to  accept  of  our 
hospitality,  and,  liaving  given  his  horse  grain,  he  entertained  us 
by  giving  an  insight  into  his  personal  affairs,  which  we  hailed 
with  joy  as  a  blessing  in  assisting  to  pass  away  the  remainder 
of  that  memorable  dc\y. 

As  I  have  not  the  space  to  ^ive  my  readers  the  full  particu- 
lars of  his  history,  sulFice  it  to  say  tliat  his  last  crime,  and  the 
one  for  which  he  was  being  pursued,  was  stealing,  and  passing 
counterfeit  money  in  Canandaigua,  and,  to  make  his  escape  in 
the  most  expeditious  manner,  had  stolen  a  horse  near  that  place. 
lie  was  the  very  man  whom  the  officers  were  looking  for  who 
came  up  to  me  a  little  west  of  Auburn  two  nights  before,  and 
whom  I  induced  to  search  in  a  southerly  direction ;  otherwise 
he  would  probably  have  been  captured,  Jiad  they  continued  on 
in  the  same  course  they  were  then  going. 

lie,  like  ourselves,  had  plenty  of  money ;  but  we  found  that 
did  not  allay  the  pangs  of  hunger,  which  we  were  beginning  to 
feel  very  sensibly,  and  which  our  experience  warned  us  would 
constantly  increase.  How  to  supply  chis  great  need  was  a 
momentous  question.  We  finally  decided  we  must  have  food, 
even  thoui^di  we  should  be  cauo;ht  in  the  act  of  i^rocuring  it. 
As  night  approached  we  commenced  to  make  preparations 
to  leave  our  hiding-jViace.  We  had  three  splendid  horses  and 
the  best  of  saddles,  and  no  three,  thieves,  I  am  positive,  ever 
emerged  froiTi  those  woods  v:\t\i  a  finer  outfit  than  the  threo 
that  were  now  bidding  good-bye  to  its  protecting  shade.  So 
necessary  to  our  comfort  was  food  that  we  stopped  at  the  firjl 
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farin-houso  we  came  to  and  asked  for  supper  for  three.  1 
repciited  the  same  story  told  early  in  the  morning  where  we 
had  breakfasted,  and  also  where  I  had  taken  the  watch,  viz.: 
that  I  was  a  sheriff  and  these  men  were  my  deputies ;  that  we 
were  in  pursuit  of  thieves  and  stolen  hoi^es.  A  good  supper 
was  soon  prepared  for  us,  and  our  long  fasting  made  us  do  it 
justice.  AVe  felt  greatly  refreshed  and  strengthened  for  the 
night's  ride  before  us.  I  made  a  host  of  inquiries  as  to  whether 
they  had  seen  this  or  that  horse  pass  within  a  day  or  two,  and 
if  it  was  supposed  by  any  one  that  there  were  any  thieves  in 
that  vicinity.  To  have  heard  his  reply  one  would  have  judged 
that  every  man  (but  himself)  in  that  part  of  the  country  were 
men  of  that  character.  • 

As  soon  as  our  horses  had  eaten  and  were  ready,  we  paid  our 
host  two  dollars  and  harried  off  in  the  direction  of  Cherry 
Yalley.  After  riding  a  mile  or  two,  our  third  and  last  addi- 
tion left  us  and  turned  his  face  toward  Pennsylvania. 

Ten  miles  west  of  Cherry  Yalley  lived  one  of  our  "boys,'^ 
and  some^vhere  near  midnight  we  reached  his  place  and  wel- 
comed it  as  a  haven  of  rest,  for  as  such  it  proved  to  us  after 
passing  two  nights  in  the  woods.  Wo  were  greeted  cordially, 
and  our  horses  stabled  and  fed.  Had  we  been  kings  of  Old 
England  we  could  not  have  received  any  more  attention.  A 
room,  the  best  the  house  aiforded,  was  given  us,  and  we  retired 
for  the  pjght.  Here  I  expected  to  sell  my  horses  and  make 
another  strike.  Early  on  the  following  m.orning  I  was  up  and 
negotiating  witli  my  friend,  with  whom  Vv'e  were  stopping,  and 
who  thoLioht  of  buvino;,  and  before  the  dav  closed  the  sale  was 
made,  he  ^':ivi[ig  me  two  hundred  dollars  for  them.  At  noon 
on  that  same  day  the  man  from  whom  I  stole  the  watcii  passed 
the  house,  going  in  the  direction  of  Cherry  Yalley.  Later  in 
the  day  he  returned,  and  our  host  halted  him  in  the  road,  ask- 
ing him  if  he  knew  where  he  could  buy  a  good  span  of  horses. 
Tu  which  he  replied  there  were  a  couple  of  thieves  somewhere 
ill  this  country,  and  if  he  could  meet  with  them,  no  doubt  but 
he  could  get  a  span  cheap.  He  also  said  the  rascals  called  them 
^p  in  the  night  to  get  them  something  to  eat ;  that  they  got 
tnr-iii  a  good  breakfast,  after  which  one  of  them  stole  his 
v.'atcb,  and  if  he  could  catch  them,  he  would  send  them  both  to 
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h — 1.  Xow,  I  have  a  particular  dislike  in  being  talked  about  in 
tliis  way  witliout  bein^i^-  revenged.  Looking  out  of  the  window 
I  saw  he  drove  a  number  one  team,  and  that  they  were  well 
worth  ti'vinir  for,  and  I  conchidcd  at  once  tliat  with  tlic  assist- 
iince  of  Jim  and  my  other  friend,  to  give  us  a  send-olT,  I  would 
di'ive  or  ride  them  back  to  Eochester.  By  night  eveiything 
was  in  good  sha[>e  for  another  raid,  and  my  friend  was  at  our 
service  to  take  us  to  any  place  we  wished  to  go,  and  at  dark, 
we  were  in  readiness  to  start.  AV'e  were  not  long  in  driving  to 
the  place  where,  on  tlie  previous  morning,  I  had  obtained  the 
watch,  and  in  half-an-hour  after  arriving  there,  ^ve  had  our 
saddles  on  his  horses  and  were  on  the  way  west.  Our  friend 
drove  up  and  down  the  road  several  times  to  destroy  all  traces 
of  our  horses'  tracks. 

There  had  been  so  much  thieving  done  of  late  in  that  neigh- 
borhood that  tlie  country  was  full  of  oflicers  searching  for 
thieves,  and  in  all  probability  some  of  them  rode  nights  as  well 
as  days.  However  the  case  might  be,  ride  we  must,  and  ride 
fast,  too,  that  we  might  reach  a  place  over  sixt}^  miles  ahead  of 
us,  where  we  could  remain  in  safety  any  length  of  time,  and 
where  our  horses  could  be  so  effectually  secreted  that  it  would 
not  be  possible  for  any  one  to  find  them.  After  stealing  some 
grain,  it  being  then  about  12  o'clock  at  night,  w^e  turned  into  a 
piece  of  thickly-timbered  woods  for  the  purpose  of  feeding  our 
horses*  ^e  had  just  secured  them  to  a  tree,  when,  in  the  dis- 
tance, we  heard  men's  voices  and  the  tramp  of  horses.  I  told 
Jim  to  keep  still  and  I  would  find  out  who  the  men  were  and 
what  they  were  after.  So  I  went  out  to  the  road,  got  up  on 
the  fence,  and  waited  for  them  to  come  along.  When  they 
were  near  me  I  said:  "Good  eveninir,  gentlemen. "  Thev 
halted  and  returned  the  compliment,  and  asked  me  where  I 
lived.  I  told  them  a  mile  north.  Then  they  asked  me  if  I  had 
noticed  a  man  going  through  on  a  bay  horse  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  day  or  evening.  I  told  them  a  man  had  passed  on  hoi^se- 
back  from  the  east  a  little  after  dark,  and,  from  the  corners,  he 
went  south.  They  said  that's  the  man  they  were  after';  that 
he  was  a  thief,  and  that  they  were  pursuing  him.  They  gave 
me  a  perfect  description  of  my  companion,  for  it  was  Jim  they 
were  looking  for,  and  he  near  enough  to  hear  their  con  versa- 
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t:o„.     i  hey  also  informed  me  he  had  passed  a  largo  amount  of 
cotmlorfeit  money.     After  I  had  learned  all  I  wished  to  knou" 
I  jmnped  over  the  fence  on  tlio  opposite  side  of  the  road  froni 
ivherc  Jnn  and  the  horses  were  concealed,  and  waited  for  them 
to  pass  on.     I  went  back  to  Jim,  and  we  both  took  a  ^■ie^v  of 
the  situation  on  all  sides,  and  decided  that  we  were  so  com- 
pletely surrounded  by  pursuers  that  we  would  have  to  exercise 
an  nncommon  amount  of  care  and  shl•e^vdness,  or  else  we  would 
bo  entrapped.  _  Our  horses  having  fed  and  rested,  we  continued 
our  journey  without  interruption  till  daylight,  when  we  reached 
the  place  where  we  were  to  spend  the  day.     Our  horses  were 
secre  cd  m  a  dense  Nvoods,  with  good  feed  and  a  man  to  k-eep 
watch  over  them,  .vhile  ^ve  were  resting  admirablv  in  the 
house.  o  ^  .. 

We  were  now  in  a  part  of  the  country  where  an  army  of 
,  ofhcers  were  in  search  of  this  thing  and  that  in  the  wav  of 
stolen  property.     But  we  could  not  stop  for  this.     ^Ve  must  -o 
on  and  trcst  to  our  good  luck  to  evade  them  all.     So  ar-uin  °r- 
soon  as  it  «-as  dark,  and  the  usual  preliminaries  liad  br-en  ..-one 
Jirough  with,  .ve  ^vcre  pursuing  our  journey  iu  the  direction  of 
Vienna,  a  short  distance  east  of  which  we  were  to  stop  for  the 
.  day,  and  where  one  of  the  oldest  rogues  in  the  business  in  the 
coantry  lived.     At  daylight  we  readied   his  place,  after  an 
exceedingly  i.ard  nde,  witli  oar  horses  verv  much  fati-nied  • 
but  a  cheerful  greeting,  accompanied  with  ^very  attention  to 
oui-selves  and  horses,  assisted  materially  iu  restoring  us  to  our 
usual  health  and  spirits. 

This  place  was  very  advantageous  to  us  in  one  respect.  We 
«ould  learn  of  everything  going  on  around  and  about  the  coun- 
try; for  this  was  really  the  scat  of  our  government  for  western 
Aew  lork,  where  the  nobility  of  our  craft  met  in  secret  ses- 
sions, and  where  I  was_sure  to  meet  all  the  cardinals  in  the 
society  of  this  district.  Here  it  was  I  learned  I  had  been  pur- 
sued  by  Eochester  ofiicials  as  far  as  Yieuna,  Geneva,  and 
"  aterloo. 

By  the  next  night  I  hoped  to  be  in  Rochester  to  answer  for 
myself.     The  horses  we  had,  I  intended  for  the  man  at  Pittsford 
^vhose  team  had  gone  to  Cherry  Valley,  never  to  return,  ^rhea 
light  once  more  appeared,  we  were  again  on  the  move,  but  not 
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SO  rapidly  as  our  last  rides  had  been,  having  but  forty  miles  to 
go  before  reaching  tovrn,  yet  we  needed  to  bo  there  by  the 
middle  of  the  night!  ISTothing  of  any  importance  occurred  on 
the  "way,  and  in  passing  one  place  after  another,  no  sound 
reached  our  ears  save  the  tread  of  our  own  horses,  till  wo 
reached  the  city. 

On  arriving  we  rode  directly  to  a  livery  stable,  where  I  told 
a  hostler  to  put  our  horses  where  they  could  stand  a  few  days 
undisturbed.  I  knew  this  would  be  a  sufficient  hint  to  him  to 
take  pains  to  keep  them  in  a  quiet  place.  Having  our  horses 
disposed  ©f  for  the  present,  Jim  and  I  went  to  a  part  of  the 
city  where  wo  could  stay  a  few  days  without  fee  or  fear. 
After  resting  a  couple  of  days,  I  sent  Jim  out  with  a  man  to 
reconnoiter  and  ascertain,  if  possible,  if  the  vacancy  made  by 
the  span  of  horses  I  had  taken  only  a  few  days  before  had  been 
filled.  They  found,  to  our  satisfaction,  that  it  was  still  open, 
and  they  soon  made  a  sale  of  our  horses  to  them  for  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  dollars. 

I  had  not  as  yet  been  out  around  the  city,  and  having  no 
great  anxiety  to  see  the  sights,  thought  it  best  to  remain 
indoors  until  it  should  be  time  for  me  to  leave. 


CHAPTEE  YIL 

AGAIN    IN   KOCHESTEK JIM    AND   I    GO    SAILING JIM  AKRESTED  AT 

OSWEGO HE     13     liESCUED    F.T     EPJENDS     WnilOUT    THE    AID    OF 

JUDGE    OR   JURY 'VVICKS    AND    OGLES    MEET    ME   AT   KINGSTON 

WEBSTER    ANT)    COOPER   AGAIN  ON  THE  SCENE WE   STEAL  A  BOAT 

TO  AID  US  IN  DISPOSING  OF  OUR  STOLEN  PLUNDER,  AND,  AFTER- 
WARDS, SINK  IT RESOLVE  TO  VISIT  MY  HOME THE  VISIT  POST- 
PONED   TO    ASSIST    WICKS    IN    ROBBING    A    STORE. 

Webster  and  Cooper  had  gone,  so  Jim  and  I  tlioiiglit  we 
would  have  a  change,  and,  accordingly,  shipped  on  board  of  a 
boat.  I  was  to  try.the  life  of  a  sailor,  and  he  that  of  a  gentle- 
man. In  tliese  diil'erent  characters  we  intended  to  still  carry 
on  our  regular  business,  to  which  w^e  intended  to  devote  the 
remainder  of  our  lives.  I  at  least  had  vowed  to  make  it  such. 
Jim  invested  in  an  immense  trunk,  that  we  might  have  a  recep- 
tacle for  our  merchandise  as  fast  as  it  accumulated. 

Our  boat  was  bound  for  Kingston,  by  way  of  Oswego.  I 
appeared  overly  anxious  to  learn  all  the  arts  of  a  good  seaman, 
and  in  doing  this  I  filled  my  place  well,  and  learned  as  much 
more  as  I  could  of  the  sailors  of  the  boat  in  regard  to  the 
rigging,  sails,  and  sailor  phrases.  I  was  a  proficient  scholar. 
We  stopj)ed  at  different  ports  on  the  way  to  Oswego,  where  vs'e 
finally  arrived,  only  laying  there  a  few  hours.  Just  as  our 
boat  was  about  to  leave,  two  or  three  officei-s  came  on  board 
and  arrested  Jim.  This  proceeding  greatly  astonished  me,  as 
I  supposed  I  would  be  the  one  most  likely  to  be  known.  It 
seems  that  one  of  the  passengers  had  recognized  Jim  and  had 
notified'  the  authorities,  and  they  had  sent  the  oflicers  for  him ; 
and,  much  to  my  regret  as  well  as  his,  they  were  too  success- 
ful. For  a  time  I  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  was  best  to  do. 
I  did  not  want  to  desert  Jim,  but  I  dare  not  stop  off  to  assist 
him,  for  it  might  lead  to  a  detection  of  myself,  in  which  case  I 
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surely  could  not  benefit  liiiu.  So  I  rciiiaincd  on  the  boat,  anc! 
-Nvhen  we  reached  Kint^ston,  I  wrote  to  several  of  our  '•  leading 
men"  and  stated  Jim's  case  fully.  Yery  soon  after  this  the 
good  people  of  Oswego  were  suri)rised  to  hear  that  Jim  Leroy's 
cell  in  the  jail  was  vacant,  and  made  so  without  the  assistance 
of  judge  or  jury. 

At  Kingston  I  shipped  on  board  of  a  boat  plying  up  and 
down  the  St.  Lawrence  Eiver.  Having  lost  my  friend  Lcroy, 
I  resolved  to  be  steady  and  work,  and  the  next  season  go  ta 
sea  and  become  a  sailor  of  the  first  water.  I  found  a  jolly 
crew  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  it  made  me  happy  and  con- 
tented. In  short,  there  was  no  duty  belonging  to  me  I  did 
not  know  how  to  perform  and  liked  to  do.  To  stand  at  the 
helm  and  steer  was  a  favorite  place  to  me ;  to  go  aloft  suited 
me  Also,  and  when  we  came  to  loading  and  unloading,  I  was  a 
match  for  any  man  on  the  boat.  I  soon  secured  the  good  will 
of  all  the  oilicers  of  the  boat,  and  everything  conspired  to  make 
me  enjo}^  this  kind  of  a  life. 

During  my  sador  experience,  if  any  thing  fell  in  my  way^ 
I  never  had  the  heart  to  leave  it,  but  always  took  it,  and,  for 
safe  keei:)ing,  stored  it  away  in  the  big  trunk  which  I  had  kept 
as  a  memento  of  Jim.  Scarcely  a  day  passed  but  somiO  new 
acquisition  was  disposed -of  in  the  same  way. 

I  examined  all  the  ports  along  the  St.  Lawrence.  I  knew 
the  names  of  all  of  its  tributaries,  and  the  exact  spot  where 
each  one  emptied  into  it.  In  fact,  I  was  well  posted  in  all  of 
its  geographical  bearings,  and  also  of  its  cities  and  towns. 
Montreal  and  Quebec  were  my  especial  care  and  study,  more 
particularly  as  I  contemplated  visiting  them  at  some  future  day, 
or  rather  night,  and,  if  possible,  steal  them  poor.  I  discovered 
a  marked  difference  between  the  people  of  that  country  and  the 
Americans.  They  were  not  so  active  and  vigorous  as  our 
people,  and  I  thought  they  were  the  very  ones  with  whom  I 
could  ply  my  trade  to  good  advantage  without  so  much  fear  of 
being  caught.  I  fully  determined  to  try  my  hand  at  it  at 
some  time  in  the  future.  I  still  had  a  vivid  recollection  of  the 
war  of  1812-15,  and  I  concluded  it  would  bo  a  credit  to  any 
American  to  rob  from  them  in  all  coming  time. 

Early  in  the  Fall  I  resigned  my  position  as  a  sailor,  but 
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remained  on  board  and  took  several  pleasure  trips  up  and  down 
the  river,  takinp^  notes  and  stealing  on  a  small  scale,  ^[y  bi;]; 
trunk  was  now  almost  full.  I  Lad  some  thin;^s  of  value  in  it,, 
perhaps,  in  all,  two  hundred  dollars'  worth.  After  I  quit  the 
boat,  I  wrote  to  several  of  my  friends  to  meet  mc  at  Kingston. 
On  my  arrival  there,  I  went  to  a  cheap  boarding-house,  and,  in 
a  few  days,  Wicks  and  Ogles  made  their  a})pearance  and  were 
ready  to  embark  in  any  undertaking  in  our  line  of  business. 
Ogles  had  moved  to  Ogdensburg,  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  which 
would  be  a  great  convenience  to  us  in  having  a  place  near  by, 
that  in  case  of  any  trouble,  we  might  repair  to  it  in  a  very 
short  time. 

Feeling  that  our  number  was  too  small  to  carry  on  our  busi- 
ness successfully,  we  were  still  agitating  the  Cjucstion  of  the 
best  thing  to  do,  ^vlien  our  ranks  were  suddenly  tilled  by  the 
appearance  of  Eli  Darrow,  Jerome  AVebstcr,  aiid,  last  of  all^ 
came  Cooper.  A  better  or  more  thorouglily  trained  band  of 
villains  for  our  trade  would  be  a  difiicult  thino-  to  find.     Xo 

o 

enterprise  in  our  line  seemed  to  us  too  great  an  undertaking ; 
so  rallying  our  forces,  we  held  a  long  consultation  as  to  what 
we  had  better  do  and  where  to  commence. 

",  I  advocated  sailing,  and  my  experience  during  the  summer 
"made  me  at  least  capable  of  commanding  a  sail-boat,  and  we 
determined  to  try  our  success  in  tliat  small  way.  Had  v.e  all 
been  good  sailors,  we  would  have  been  adequate  to  the  task  of 
manning  a  brig,  and  I  assure  my  reader  that  the  ignorance  of 
the  most  of  our  number  of  a  sailors  duties  was  our  onl}^  draw- 
back in  not  branching  out  on  a  much  larger  scale  than  running 
a  sail-boat  on  the  St.  Lawrence  lliver.  Nothing  short  of  a 
ship  at  mid-ocean  would  have  satisfied  us,  so  great  was  our 
ambition  to  excel  in  our  profession. 

At  last  we  decided  to  steal  a  small  pleasure  boat,  load  it  vrith 
stolen  Poods,  and  run  down  to  within  ten  or  fifteen  miles  of 
Ogdensburg,  sell  the  cargo  there,  and  then  sink  the  boat.  To 
carry  out  this  plan  successfully,  we  needed  the  services  of  just 
one  more  man,  v,ith  a  team,  and  which  "Wicks  found  no  trouble 
ia  procuring.  Our  arrangements  being  completed,  our  next 
niove  was  to  look  up  a  desiral)le  load  for  our  boat.  We  scru- 
tinized closely  all  the  stores,  shops,  and  business  places  of  any 
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pretensions  whatever,  and,  while  doin*^  this,  I  was  also  trying 
my  keys,  finding  them  a  perfect  fit  in  nearly  every  instance, 
so  that  we  would  have  no  dilficulty  whatever  in  entering 
wherever  we  wished. 

Finally  the  night  was  fixed  upon  for  our  first  move.  The 
little  craft  or  yacht  was  secured,  and  1  knew  from  its  very 
shape  —  being  long,  narrow,  and  sharp  —  that  it  would  nm 
very  fast,  and  that  was  just  what  we  most  desired  and  must  • 
have  for  our  use.  As  I  have  said,  we  had  set  the  night  to 
start,  and  Avere  all  ready ;  but  just  as  I  was  going  to  unloose 
the  boat,  one  of  the  most  terrible  storms  1  ever  saw  came  up 
suddenly  and  seemed  to  spend  its  fury  on.  us,  which  compelled 
us  to  defer  our  trip  until  the  next  night. 

On  the  following  evening,  in  a  room  nearly  out  of  tovrn, 
might  have  been  seen  six  men,  all  with  hardened  faces  and 
hardened  hearts,  in  earnest  conversation  with  each  other,  matur- 
ing their  already  well-laid  plans  for  securing  the  greatest 
amount  of  mxcrchandise  in  the  least  possible  time.  At  9  o'clock 
we  left  our  place  of  rendezvous.  Cooper  and  I  starting  for  the 
boat,  where  we  soon  untied  it,  was  in  and  off,  being  carried 
slowly  by  the  current  a  mile  or  more  below  the  city,  the  place 
where  we  designed  to  load  our  boat,  and  where  we  were  to 
leave  it  for  the  present,  so  making  it  fast,  we  returned  to  town. 

The  first  place  we  went  to  was  a  v>'archouse,  where,  on  that 
very  day,  was  received  a  large  invoice  of  foreign  liquors,  out  of 
which  w^e  took  all  vre  cared  to  have  in  our  first  load.  While 
three  of  the  party  conveyed  this  to  the  boat,  two  others  and 
myself  were  collecting  other  goods,  which  consisted  of  furs, 
cloths  of  all  kinds,  most  of  it  \evy  valuable,  silks,  and  tobacco. 
AVe  were  not  long  —  I  should  not  think  over  three  hours  —  in 
procuring  our  load  and  in  having  everything  made  ready  for  a 
move.  .  I 

"We  needed  only  a  part  of  the  canvas  up,  there  being  a  strong  ■  *; 

wind  blowing  from  the  west,  which  aided  us  materially  in  i 

navigating,  and  we  glided  swiftly  down  the  St.  Lawrence  for 
some  distance,  when  I  called  Cooper  to  take  my  place  at  the 
helm,  while  I  put  up  all  the  canvas  she  carried.  Very  soon  the 
white  foam  rolled  out  from  beneath  her  bow,  and  a  wide  trough 
was  left  in  the  rear.     I  again  took  "my  p^st  at  the  helm  and 
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Uc\)t  it  till  ^ve  reached  our  destination.  AYe  were  to  be  sig- 
nalled by  a  light  at  the  foot  of  Black  Lake,  Avhere  we  intended 
to  land.  AVe  could  see  the  light  on  shore  several  miles  before 
we  reached  the  place.  As  we  were  ncaring  the  landing,  our 
sails  were  talcen  down  and  everything  put  in  readiness,  that  we 
might  not  lose  ctny  time  in  clearing  the  boat.'  In  no  time  our 
ro})e  was  thrown  out  and  secured  by  two  strong  men,  who  were 
standing  ready  to  receive  it.  AVe  were  soon  at  work  unloading 
our  boat  and  loading  our  Avagon,  which  was  quickly  done,  and 
the  goods  taken  to  a  barn  half-a-mile  distant  for  safe-keeping. 
Our  boat  now  being  empty,  our  next  thought  and  work  was  to 
get  it  out  of  sight.  We  cut  down  the  nuist  and  also  made  a 
hole  in  the  bottom,  having  first  put  in  it  a  ton  of  stone.  Then, 
all  hands  assisting,  we  shoved  her  out  into  the  river,  where  the 
current  caught  her,  turned  her  around  a  few  times,  when  she 
sank,  only  a  few  bubbles  arising  to  show  where  she  lay. 

It  is  now  fifty  years  ago  since  this  theft  was  committed,  yet 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  little  craft  lies  at  the  bottom  of 
the  St.  Lawrence,  at  this  writing,  in  a  perfect  state  of  preserva- 
tion. 

It  was  now  almost  daylight,  and  it  was  necessary  for  us  to 
make  haste  and  leave  tlie  shore,  or  we  might  be  seen,  as  boats 
were  passing  often.  Our  teamster  carried  us  to  Ogdensburg, 
where  we  remained  for  several  davs,  each  one  attendino^  to  his 
own  affairs.  I  had  sent  my  trunk  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  and,  for 
the  present,  bade  good-bye  to  the  St.  Lawrence  Eiver. 

Having  waited  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  we  had  our  goods 
invoiced,  and  sold  them  to  a  merchant  in  Ogdensburg,  and, 
after  a  division  of  the  money,  we  realized  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars  each. 

AVe  afterwards  learned  that  a  long  search  was  made  for  the 
little  vessel  and  its  cargo,  but  that  no  tidings  of  either  of  them 
^'as  ever  obtained  by  their  owners. 

I  now  began  to  think  of  my  hom.e,  and  resolved  at  once  to 
start,  feeling  that  my  family  would  gladly  and  warmly  v/elcome 
the  wanderer.  I  invited  Cooper  to  accompany  me,  which  be 
accepted.  Wicks  did  not  dare  to  show  himself  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  had  the  officers  have  known  where  to  find 
biin,  they  would  not  be  long  in  having  him  in  thei^  possession; 
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and  Ogles  would  have  fared  no  better,  had  his  whereabouts 
been  known  to  them.  Cooper  and  I  left  Ogles'  house  on  foot 
on  our  homeward  journey  at  5  o'clock  in  the  evening ;  but  we 
had  not  gone  far  when  we  were  overtaken  by  AVicks,  who 
wanted  us  to  ^ro  back  and  assist  him  in  robbini^  a  store.  lie 
assured  us  that  everything  promised  finely  for  our  mailing  a 
large  haul;  he  also  said  the  proprietor « had  left  and  would  bo 
gone  several  days.  This  being  a  part  of  the  business  which  we 
always  enjoyed  the  most,  it  was  not  so  diihcult  for  Wicks  ta 
induce  us  to  return,  as  otherwise  it  might  have  been. 

AVe  retraced  our  steps,  and  on  that  same  night  entered  the- 
store  and  made  a  successful  job  of  it,  taking  dry  goods,  gro- 
ceries, furs,  caps,  and,  in  fact,  ridding  the  store  of  a  goodly 
share  of  its  contents.  "We  took  the  plunder  to  Ogles'  house^ 
invoiced  them,  and  sold  them  to  our  mercliant,  who  did  not 
pay  us  but  five  hundred  dollars,  when  in  reality  they  were  well 
woith  one  thousand  dollars. 

On  the  following  morning  Cooper  and  I  again  started  in  the 
direction  of  Bangor.  This  time  Wicks  took  us  a  day's  drive  in 
his  buggy,  v>'hich  we  greatly  appreciated. 


CHAPTER  YIU. 

JLKRIVED    nOME DISTKIBUTING     GJiTIS    AMONG    HY    PwELATIYES A 

LOOK     FKOM     iir     MOTHER     WHICH     I     SHALL     NEVEU     FOKGET 

LEAVE     HOME    TO     MEET   THE    GANG    IN    ALBANY SOME    OE    OUR 

EXPLOrrS    IN    THAT   NEIGHBOPwHOOD 1  OBTAIN  A  VALUABLE  TEAX 

THROUGH      STRATEGY OVERTAKEN     BY     OFFICERS     AT     FRIENDS- 

VILLE 1   DISABLE  THE    SHERIFF   WITH  A  SLUNG-SHOT   AND   TAKE 

POSSESSION  OF  HIS    HORSE UN3UCGES3FUL  ATTEMPT  TO  FRIGHTEN 

AND     ROB     A    DROVER 1     FIRMLY    RESOLVE     TO     MAKE     USE     OF 

BULLETS    IN    THE    FUTURE. 

I  at  last  reached  home,  and  they  all  seemed  very  much 
pleased  to  see  me,  and  made  many  inquiries  as  to  wiiere  I  had 
been  and  what  I  had  been  doing.  I  told  them  I  went  on  the 
St.  I^wrence  Eiver  right  away,  and  had  been  sailing  all  sum- 
mer, and,  to  all  ap|jcarances,  they  believed  me,  and  seemed  to 
feel  perfectly  satisfied  with  ^vhat  I  had  done.  Cooper  did  not 
go  home  vriLh  me,  he  staying  at  the  county-seat  while  I  moxie 
my  visit.     ^Ve  never  recognized  each  other  when  vv^e  met. 

I  sent  for  my  trunk,  which  was  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  and  in 
due  time  it  cam.e,  when,  on  opening  it,  there  was  really  quite  a 
display.  I  had  a  little  of  everything,  all  of  which  I  dinded 
among  my  relatives,  telling  tliem  I  bought  this  for  that  par- 
ticular one,  and  this  article  for  another,  and  in  this  way  I  dis- 
posed of  them.  A  muiI  and  boa,  whicli  was  of  tlio  best  of 
fur,  its  value  being  between  fifty  and  one  hundred  dollars,  I 
gave  to  my  mother.  I  did  not  know  the  acturd  worth  of  it,  so 
I  told  her  I  paid  fifteen  dollars  for  it.  lily  mother  knowing 
the  value  of  the  fur  better  than  I,  gave  me  a  look  which  I  shall 
never  forget,  and  it  said  as  mucii  to  me  as  this :  "  Sile,  you 
stole  those  furs ! "  She  knowing  more  about  me  than  all  the 
rest  of  the  family,  I  really  believed  she  knew  that  I  stole  every 
article  that  was  in  the  trunk,  and,  from  her  very  expression, 
vrhich  is  indelihly  stamped  upon  my  memory,  the  knew  it  was 
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my  natural  disposition,  and,  as  such,  could  not  help  it.  In  hor 
very  heart  she  could  not  bhimc  me,  yet  her  sense  of  tlie  great 
"vvrong  1  was  committing  daily,  grieved  her  beyond  hmguage  to 
describe,  and  whicli  acts  of  my  life  she  condemned  in  her 
inmost  soul. 

I  stayed  at  home  but  a  short  time,  when  I  was  again  ready  to 
leave.  JMy  father  and  mother  went  with  me  to  Malone,  where 
I  was  to  take  the  stage  for  Albany.  By  a  previous  arrange- 
ment, Cooper  was  to  meet  me  here,  and  we  were  to  take  the 
same  stage  and  travel  together,  though  we  were  to  be  appar- 
ently perfect  strangers  to  each  other.  On  enteriug  the  stage 
there  was  no  sign  of  recognition  passed  ])etween  us,  and,  it 
being  full,  we  had  very  little  to  say  during  our  ride.  We  were 
now  en  route  for  a  city  where  could  be  found  men  capable  of 
committing  any  crime,  from  the  most  cunning  and  able  forger, 
down  to  the  meanest  pickpocket  in  the  profession,  and  we 
intended  to  help  swell  the  number.  Coo])er,  anxious  to  "  keep 
his  liaud  in,"  practiced  his  profession,  where  we  stopped  for 
supper,  in  the  way  of  relieving  a  gentleman  of  his  watch. 

On  reaching  Albany,  we  soon  found  plenty  of  our  kind  of 
company,  and  only  a  few  days  elapsed  before  Wicks  turned  up; 
but  during  our  entire  stay  there  we  were  never  seen  on  the 
street  together,  yet  we  boarded  at  the  same  house  and  ate  at 
the  same  table.  Our  host  was  a  man  of  our  caste  —  one 
who  would  not  take  an  advantage  of  anything  we  might  do  or 
say,  or  that  he  might  chance  to  know  of  us.  While  stopping  at 
this  house  I  completely  disguised  myself  and  done  a  niglit  or 
two'S  work  in  the  way  of  passing  counterfeit  money.  I  also 
went  dovrn  along  the  Hudson,  stopping  at  small  towns,  and 
doing  only  a  light  business.  Feeling  that  I  was  treadmg  on 
dangerous  ground,  I  gave  it  up  and  returned  to  Albany,  Wicks 
and  Cooper  were  off  doing  the  same  business,  but  as  they  did 
not  come  back,  I  did  not  know  as  to  their  success. 

One  day,  wliile  standing  at  the  ferry,  a  gentleman  and  lady 
came  over,  and,  being  near  them,  I  heard  him  remark  to  the 
lady,  "We  have  ten  miles  to  go,  and  we  must  hurry."  I 
thought  I  would  follow  them,  and  perho.ps  I  would  have  a 
chance  to  enrich  myself,  as  they  were  driving  a  fine  team,  with 
whijh  I  was  always  fascinated.     They  dro\e  up  in  the  business 
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part  of  the  city,  I  keeping  as  near  them  as  I  %yc11  could,  that  I 
might  Jiave  no  time  to  lose  in  reaching  them  \Yherevcr  tliey 
would  stop.  At  last  I  saw  them  leave  the  carriage,  hitch  the 
horses,  and  go  into  a  store  only  a  short  distance  from  there. 
Now  was  my  time,  and  remarking  that  this  team  belonged  to  a 
friend  of  mine,  and  that  I  wanted  to  drive  a  short  distance  and 
back,  I  stepped  very  politely  into  the  carriage,  took  the  lines, 
and  drove  through  Albany  in  a  roundabout  way.  Leaving  the 
city,  I  took  a  direct  route  for  Pennsylvania,  driving  as  fast  as 
I  dare  till  12  o'clock  at  night.  At  that  hour  I  stopped  at  a 
barn  and  stole  feed  enough  for  my  horses,  driving  into  the 
woods  to  feed  them.  Being  very  hungry  myself,  I  could  not 
forbear  watching  my  horses  while  they  were  eating,  wishing 
that  I  might  only  be  treated  in  like  manner;  I  had  experienced 
this  same  feeling  very  often  on  former  occasions.  After  my 
horses  had  rested  a  sufficient  lenfrth  of  time,  I  resumed  mv 
journey,  and,  at  daylight,  reached  my  destination,  which  was 
fifty-five  miles  from  Albany.  This  was  a  hard  drive,  but  my 
horses  had  accomplished  it  easily  and  without  doing  them  any 
apparent  injury.  At  this  place  I  met  with  one  of  our  men  —  a 
sort  of  chief  among  them  —  and  to  him  I  handed  over  my 
horses,  and  he  passed  them  still  farther  along  to  one  who 
seemed  to  understand  perfectly  just  what  to  do  with  them.  I 
did  not  see  them  again  till  night,  and  as  they  were  brought  up 
at  that  time,  I  knew  thev  had  been  well  cared  for.  I  li^ained 
here  a  further  insight  into  the  mysteries  and  workings  of  our 
gang  from  this  man,  who  was  thoroughly  posted  in  all  of  its 
dark  wavs. 

V' 

On  leaving  this  place  I  told  mine  host  I  would  return  there 
in  two  or  three  days,  and  wished  him  to  oblige  me  b\'  looking 
me  up  a  good  horse,  to  which  he  assented.  I  bid  him  good-bye 
and  started  for  the  northeastern  part  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  night  was  dark  and  gloomy,  a  rain  during  the  day  mak- 
ing the  roads  quite  bad,  yet  by  persevering  I  made  pretty  good 
time,  stopping  as  was  necessary  at  midnight  to  feed.  ^Morning 
found  me  but  a  few  miles  from  the  Pennsylvania  line,  wliere  I 
baited  and  spent  the  day.  I  knew  the  locality  of  tliis  man's 
residence  before  I  left  Albany,  and  that  he  would  give  me 
directions  where  to  sell  my  team.     I  vras  fully  aware  that  there 
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were  two  men  on  the  lookout  for  mo,  and  it  vras  not  possible 
for  me  to  know  where  they  were ;  yet  I  was  pretty  sure  they 
were  ahead  of  me.  Be  they  here  or  there,  1  concluded  to  start 
for  Friendsville,  where  I  arrived  in  the  afternoon  safely,  and 
sold  my  horses,  buggy,  and  harness  for  two  hundred  dollars 
cash  down.  Settling  this  business  quickly,  I  took  a  hasty 
lunch  and  started  out,  intending  to  walk  out  of  town;  but 
when  only  a  short  distance  out,  I  saw  tu'o  men  approaching  mo 
in  a  carriage,  and  recognized  them  in  an  instant  as  the  very 
ones  who  were  in  j^ursuit  of  me.  They  were  only  about  forty 
rods  from  the  ]")lace  where  they  would  be  able  to  learn  all  about 
my  wliereabouts,  and  in  an  hour  at  least  half  of  the  town  would 
be  after  me,  and  it  required  rapid  navigation  on  my  part  to  get 
out  of  their  sight  in  a  very  short  time.  I  took  in  the  situation 
in  less  time  than  it  takes  to  tell  it.  I  saw  in  advance  of  me 
(eighty  or  ninety  rods  only)  a  piece  of  woody,  and  my  only 
safety  lay  in  my  reaching  it  before  the  alarm  could  be  given. 
I  need  only  say  I  did  not  fail,  and  was  even  surprised  at  my 
own  alacrity,  as  I  took  my  position  v;here  T  could  see  the  town, 
and  any  unusual  commotion,  in  case  there  should  be  any.  At 
the  very  least,  I  expected  to  see  some  coming  after  me,  but  not 
one  came  in  the  direction  of  my  hiding-place  till  just  at  night, 
when  I  saw  several  men  go  out  of  the  town  on  horseback.  I 
kept  my  watch  here  till  dark,  vrhen  I  started  again,  walking 
very  rapidly  for  five  miles,  when  I  heard  the  unwelcome  sound 
of  a  horse  coming  in  tlie  rear.  I  had  no  idea  of  leaving  the 
road,  for  I  did  not  fear  any  one  man  Friendsville  might  send 
after  me,  knowing  it  would  require  more  than  one  man's 
muscle  to  take  me  back.  Yery  shortly  he  rode  up,  and,  slack- 
ing to  a  walk,  said  to  me : 
"  Good  evening!'' 

The  salutation  I  returned,  vrhen,  after  riding  a  short  distance 
farther,  he  said  : 

*'  Are  you  the  man  wbo  sold  a  span  of  horses  and  buggy  this 
afternoon  at  Friendsville  1 " 

1  told  him  I  was  the  man,  when  he  says :  _ 
"I  am  the  sheriff,  and  have  a  warrant  for  your  arrest.'* 
"While  making  this  last  remark,  he  rode  a  little  in  advance  of 
me,  ard,  getting  of!  his  horse,  made  a  move  toward  me.    As 
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lie  approached  me,  I  hit  him  on  the  head  ^vith  a  shmf^-shot,  the 
first  blow  of  which  felled  him  to  .the  ground,  he  falling  very 
heavily.  In  falling  lie  let  go  of  his  horse,  which  would  have 
went  back  to  town  had  I  not  caught  him  just  in  time  to  keep 
him  from  doing  so,  and  also  to  benefit  me,  as  I  concluded  I 
would  be  the  gainer  by  having  a  ride,  which  would  greatly 
facilitate  my  journey.  After  mounting  him,  I  turned  and  gave 
a  parting  look  to  the  sherifT,  and,  as  he  seemed  to  bo  resting 
quietly,  I  rode  off. 

When  within  two  miles  of  the  place  I  had  stayed  the  pre- 
vious night,  I  got  off  the  sheriiPs  horse,  tied  up  the  bridle,  and 
turned  his  head  in  the  direction  of  where  I  last  saw  the  sheriff 
lying.  Whether  he  found  his  master  and  aroused  him,  I  never 
learned.  I  wended  my  way  on  foot,  and  soon  reached  my 
friend's,  where  I  remained  three  or  four  days,  passing  my  time 
in  sleeping  and  amusing  myself,  and  in  watching  tlie  officers 
and  people  passing  by  in  pursuit  of  me. 

The  o-cntlernan  in  Albanv  from  whom  I  had  taken  the  team 
made  a  great  effort  to  fmd  me,  being  assisted  in  his  under- 
taking by  the  man  at  Friendsville,  to  whom  I  had  sold  them. 
Their  search  proved  fruitless. 

The  friend  Avith  whom  I  was  staying  had  informed  me  where 
I  could  obtain  a  fine  horse  with  which  to  make  my  way  back 
to  Albany  again.  So,  after  the  excitement  had  partially  sub- 
sided and  I  was  fully  recruited,  I  made  arrangements  to  leave. 
My  host  carried  me  to  where  the  owner  of  the  aforesaid  liorse 
lived  —  a  man  well  able  to  lose  him,  and  one,  too,  who  had  said 
many  hard  things  about  some  of  the  friends  in  our  party,  which 
made  me  exult  in  this  opportunity  to  get  revenge.  AVe  drove 
into  a  piece  of  woods  close  by  and  tied  our  horse,  my  fiuend 
standing  guard,  while  I  went  to  the  man's  barn,  saddled  and 
bridled  his  horse,  and  brought  him  out  to  the  toad.  I  had 
learned  from  this  friend  where  I  would  find  a  desirable  stopping 
place  for  the  following  day.  It  was  sixty  miles  from  where  I 
was  to  start,  and,  to  make  my  safety  sure,  it  was  highly  in>por- 
tant  for  me  to  reach  there  before  daylight.  Bidding  my  friend 
^'  Good  night  1 "  I  rode  away  in  the  direction  of  Albany. 

I  soon  discovered  my  horse  to  be  "as  fleet  as  the  wind." 
He  was  six  years  old,  weighed  twelve  hundred  pounds,  largo 
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limbed,  bright  bay,  high  mettled,  and  capable  of  enduring 
more  than  any  horse  I  had  ever  rode  before.  For  once  I  had 
no  fears  of  any  horses  from  the  rear,  as  I  well  knew  very  fevr 
coukl  compete  with  him  on  the  long  stretch. 

At  1  o'clock  I  stole  him  a  good  supper,  and  gave  him  water 
every  chance  I  had.  As  soon  as  he  had  eaten  and  was  suffi- 
ciently rested,  I  resumed  my  journey,  and  long  before  daylight 
I  reached  my  sixtieth  and  last  mile-post,  or  would  have  done 
so  had  there  been  a  post  there.  As  it  was,  I  was  there  none 
too  early,  yet  exceedingly  thankful  I  was  no  later,  for  no 
sooner  was  I  well  out  of  sight  (being  nicely  ensconced  in  a  huge 
fe-ather  bed  up-stairs),  than  two  men  rode  up  and  inquired  if  a 
man  answering  to  my  description  had  been  seen  passing  that 
way.  They  were  men  from  Albany,  and  had  been  riding  all 
night  in  hopes  of  meeting  me  on  the  highway.  They  asked 
permission  to  stop  and  feed  and  to  be  accommodated  with 
breakfast,  with  which  the  very  generous  host  favored  them 
with,  and,  while  my  pursuers  were  dining  below,  I  vras  enjoy- 
ing my  morning  meoi,  which  had  been  brought  me,  in  the 
room  above  them,  washim?  it  down  with  a  f^Iass  of  ^'Xew  En^^- 
land."  I  cannot  say  that  I  really  enjoyed  quite  such  close 
qu;irters  as  this  with  men  of  a  different  vray  of  thinking  and 
doing  from  that  which  I  did ;  yet  all  I  was  called  upon  to  do 
wn^  to  keep  quiet,  which  was  not  at  all  hard  for  me  after  riding 
all  night. 

My  friend  was  very  willing  to  advise  them,  and  gave  it  as 
his  opinion  that  they  would  find  me  at  Friendsville,  or  afe  least 
w^it bin  a  few  miles,  of  it,  where  I  would  be  likely  to  stay  till 
I  thought  they  had  ceased  to  hunt  for  me.  With  this  informa- 
tion they  paid  their  bill  and  started  homeward. 

One  of  these  men  was  the  verv  one  to  whom  I  had  sold  the 
horses  and  buggy  I  had  stolen  at  Albany.  As  he  lefo  tiio  yard 
he  looked  to  me  as  if  he  was  a  man  that  had  been  decidedly 
beaten.  Friendsville  was  a  very  quiet  and  Quakerish  little 
town,  its  early  settlers  being  of  the  Willi^Liu  Vci\n  order,  and 
this  little  affair  fell  upon  tlieni  lilce  a  chip  of  thunder.  Wliat  L 
a  beardless  boy  come  to  our  town  and  deceive  one  of  our  best 
business  men,  by  selling  him  stolen  horses,  and  then  get  away 
at  last  bv  knockinir  down  and  almost  killinir  one  of  our  best 
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citi/.ons.  Surely,  tliis  was  an  exciting  time  for  that  deniuro 
and  quiet  litLlc  place.  It  was  done,  and  I  did  not  propose  a 
renuxly. 

1  spent  the  day  pleasantly,  and,  as  night  approached,  I  felt 
very  mucli  rcfroshc<l  and  ready  for  another  ride.  Being  only 
forty  miles  from  Albany,  I  knew  I  should  reach  there  in  good 
season;  so  starting  in  the  early  evening,  12  o'clock  found  me 
in  the  city,  and,  knowing  just  where  to  go,  it  was  not  long 
befoi'c  my  hoi-se  was  stablod  and  fed,  and  I  enjoying  a  good 
warm  supper.  However,  I  knew  very  well  it  would  not  do  to 
keep  that  horse  in  Albany  over-  the  next  day,  so  I  went  to  the 
place  where  I  expected  to  find  Wicks  and  Cooper,  and,  as  I 
anticipated,  found  Wicks,  he  having  returned  from  his  last 
trip.  In  an  hour,  at  the  farthest,  he  was  on  my  horse,  travel- 
ing in  a  circuitous  route  toward  Boston. 

Early  in  the  morning  I  took  the  stage  for  the  East,  stopping 
at  a  place  called  Deerfield,  where  I  was  to  overtake  Wicks. 
By  the  time  I  arrived  he  had  bought  a  buggy  and  harness, 
paying  for  them  in  counterfeit  money.  On  entering  the  hotel, 
no  sign  of  recognition  passed  between  us.  Shortly  after  I 
inquired  if  any  one  there,  in  the  bar-room,  knew  of  any  one 
who  had  a  horse  and  buggy,  or  even  a  horse,  to  sell.  Wicks 
replied  that  he  had.  We  very  soon  made  a  bargain,  and  I  was 
on  the  road  in  a  direct  course  to  Boston.  After  diivins:  about 
five  miles,  Wicks  being  on  foot,  overtook  me.  He  then  took 
the  horse  and  buggy,  and  I  again  the  stage. 

Ninety  miles  east  of  Albany  lived  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Parks,  who  was  an  engraver,  and  who  had  a  daughter  by  the 
name  of  Julia,  and  slie  was  an  expert  at  using  the  pen  to  sign 
and  fill  out  counterfeit  bills.  This  very  popular  engraver  was 
an  occupant  of  the  stage  when  I  entered,  and  was  on  his  way 
to  Boston,  We  occupied  seats  beside  each  other,  and  I  found 
him  to  be  a  very  agreeable  traveling  companion  and  quite 
communicative.  As  we  passed  along,  he  showed  me  his  resi- 
dence, Grivinor  me  also  his  name.  At  this  time  this  man  was 
known  only  to  men  of  our  character.  In  connection  with  his 
business  of  malcing  paper  counterfeit  money,  he  was  engaged 
in  making  ''coney,*'  or  hard  money,, for  wliich  he  had  every 
convenience,  and  carried  it  on  extensively.     After  learning  mj 


''74:  THE    LIFE    OF    SILK    DOTT. 

name,  he  seemed  still  more  ready  to  converse,  and,  during  our 
^entire  ride  together,  conversation  did  not  for  once  seem  to  lag. 
lie  said  he  could  carry  on  his  business  for  a  hundred  years, 
Avithout  being  detected,  if  it  was  not  for  some  of  his  friends  — 
for  money  or  from  fear  —  might  betray  him,  and  which  he  felt 
i:hey  were  liable  to  do  at  any  time,  and  it  ^vould  be  a  complete 
break-up  if  they  did,  as  he  could  not  run  with  his  apparatus. 
At  Boston  we  put  up  at  the  same  hotel,  wdiere  we  still  improved 
the  opportunity  of  talking,  he  giving  me  a  most  cordial  invita-' 
tion  to  visit  him  at  his  home.  Let  me  say  here  that  during  our 
ride  in  the  stage,  he  told  me  that  at  the  place  where  Wields 
bought  the  buggy  and  harness,  they  asked  him  to  examine  one 
•of  the  bills  to  see  if  it  w^as  good,  and,  not  thinking  it  wise  to  go 
back  on  his  own  work,  told  them  it  Avas. 

At  this  hotel  Avhere  we  w^ere  stopping  could  be  seen  men 
from  all  stations  in  life,  from  the  merchant  down  to  the  lowest 
•of  blacklegs,  the  latter  being  in  the  ascendancy  in  point  of 
numbers.  Many  of  the  guests  were  married  men,  ^vhich  greatly 
added  to  the  success  in  the  business  which  was  carried  on  by 
the  light-fingered  gentiy.  In  fact,  to  ply  their  trade,  was  the 
very  reason  why  so  many  congregated  there,  and,  also,  in  order 
lo  confer  with  one  another. 

The  next  day  after  my  arrival  in  Boston,  and  before  I  had 
any  time  to  look  around  the  city,  I  ^vas  greatly  surprised  to  see 
AVicks  coming  towards  the  hotel,  and,  as  he  came  up  the  steps 
where  I  was  standing,  he  showed  no  sign  of  fatigue  after  his 
long  ride,  as  the  reader  will  remember  I  left  him  at  Deerfield 
to  take  charge  of  the  horse  and  buggy. 

As  soon  as  '^yicks  had  seen  that  his  horse  was  well  cared  for, 
we  took  a  stroll  about  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  looking  up 
some  of  our  friends,  and  of  which  the  great  and  pious  city  of 
Boston  was  well  fdled  —  I  can  say  in  truth,  full  to  o\:erjimcing — 
for  never  had  I  seen  so  many  villains  in  one  place  as  had  gath- 
ered in  that  city  at  this  time.  AVe  found  no  difficulty  in  getting 
an  introduction  to  any  one,  or  to  any  place  we  desired,  and  ere 
long  we  had  visited  nearly  every  (\q\\  of  iniquity  in  tlie  citv. 
At  these  places  could  be  found  men  of  the  blackest  character, 
who  were  continually  planning  deeds  of  sin  w  liich  they  intended 
to  carry  out  wdie never  the  oport unity  favored  them. 
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While  ^ve  were  making  ourselves  familiar  with  the  '^  ins  and 
outs"  of  Boston,  AYicks,  at  the  same  time,  was  trying  to  dis- 
pose of  our  horse  and  buggy,  in  which  he  iiiudly  succeeded. 
A  gentleman  living  in  the  southern  part  of  Xew  Hampshire 
greatly  admired  him,  and  for  which  he  was  very  willing  to  pay 
us  two  hundred  and  thirty -five  dollars.  I  secured  AVicks'  ser- 
vices for  watching  this  man  and  to  learn  all  about  him  —  his 
name,  business,  and  the  exact  location  of  his  home  —  for  my 
benefit,  as  it  was  my  full  intention  to  follow  him  and  steal  this 
same  horse''^  again,  if  nothing  better  otTered.  AVicks  done  as  I 
desired.  He  learned  as  much  about  the  man  as  it  was  neces- 
sary for  me  to  know,  and  when,  at  the  expiration  of  a  few 
days,  our  man  was  ready  to  start  home,  we  also  were  in  trim 
to  follow  him. 

Wicks  and  I  liad  borrowed  horses  of  a  brother  blacl:le2:.  Wo 
rode  slowly,  keeping  some  distance  in  tr.e  rear,  so  as  not  to 
excite  any  suspicion  in  the  mflKl  of  this  man.  As  he  put  up 
for  the  night,  vre  would  ride  further  on  and  remain  all  night 
and  until  he  had  passed  by  in  the  morning,  tlien  we  would 
continue  riding,  as  on  the  day  previous.  In  this  way  we  fol- 
lowed him  very  near  his  home,  when  our  attention  was  attracted 
in  another  direction.  We  just  there  met  a  man  with  whom  I 
had  come  in  contact  Avith  in  Eoston,  and  wlio,  I  felt  sf^'e,  had  a 
lar<:fe  amount  of  monev  ^vith  him,  he  bein^-  a  drover,  and 
returnimr  home  after  makinof  his  sale  in  ]>oston.  His  name 
was  John  Caryl.  I  said  to  Wicks:  We  vrill  follow  th.is  man 
instead  of  the  horse,  and  we  will  make  more  by  doing  so,  for 
we  will  have  his  money  if  we  have  to  take  it  from  him  on  the 
street. 

He  was  on  his  way  to  Xew  Hampshire  to  bay  up  another 
<lrove  of  cattle,  so  that  we  did  not  have  to  change  our  course 
from  that  in  which  we  had  been  traveling.  We  had  followed 
him  to  Lynnsboro,  X.  H.,  where  he  was  joined  by  his  wife. 
This  new  acquisition  to  our  company  I  did  not  like,  as  it  was 
against  my  wishes  to  harm  a  woman  or  alarm  her  in  any  way. 
However,  the  desire  to  get  possession  of  this  money  overcame 
-all  my  scruples  of  this  kind,  and  we  determined  to  follow  on- 

•  As  far  a3  I  ever  learned,  nothing  ever  appeared  In  the  Bo-^tou  p.'.pcre  in  the  way  of  a 
<ic5cription  or  reward  for  the  horse. 
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The  next  place  we  came  to  was  Franclsto^\^n,  and  then  ililis* 
boro;  from  there  -vve  followed  him  to  a  small  town  called 
Washington,  where  he  and  his  wife  stopped,  as  I  supposed,  for 
the  ni;^ht,  it  being  quite  dark.  AVicks  and  I  needed  a  rest,  as 
you  may  surmise,  and,  of  course,  halted  also.  We  all  ate  our 
supper  at  the  same  table,  which  gave  us  an  opportunity  to 
observe  all  that  was  said  and  done.  iS^ot  long  afterwards,  and 
when  he  was  paying  his  bill,  he  remarked  that  he  must  go  on- 
farther  that  night,  at  the  same  time  doing  up  and  returning  to 
his  pocket-book  a  large  roll  of  money,  from  which  he  had  taken 
some  out  to  pay  his  expenses. 

As  soon  as  I  learned  they  were  going  on,  I  gave  orders  to 
have  our  horses  brought  out,  that  we  might  start  in  advance  of 
him  in  order  to  lay  our  plans  to  entrap  him  somewhere  along 
the  road.  Had  he  remained  at  this  inn  all  night,  we  intended 
to  relieve  him  of  his  money  there;  but  being  disappointed  in 
this,  we  must  resort  to  some  other  way  of  getting  it.  Eiding 
in  advance,  as  we  were,  we  soon  came  to  a  very  high  hUl,  or  it 
might  be  called  a  mountain,  and  here  we  determined  to  make 
the  attempt.  We  procured  a  long  pole  from  the  top  of  a  fence 
close  by  and  took  our  positions,  ready  to  act  wiien  they  drove 
by.  We  had  put  our  horses  out  of  sight,  and  liad  been  very 
expeditious  in  perfecting  our  arrangements;  yet  we  were  only 
just  in  time  to  take  our  stand  as  they  drove  along  in  a  covered 
carriage,  drawn  by  a  span  of  very  fast  horses.  At  the  foot  of 
this  mountain  lay  a  swamp  or  wet  piece  of  ground,  and  on 
either  side  of  the  road  was  a  lai-ge,  deep  ditch,  which  w^e 
intended  should  assist  us  in  our  undertaking.  Our  plan  was  to 
let  the  pole  foil  from  a  sufhciently  high  point  in  front  of  the 
horses,  which  Avould  frighten  them  so  as  to  upset  the  carriage 
into  this  ditch,  thereby  giving  us  every  advantage  to  rob  the 
man.  In  this  we  were  foiled.  The  pole  seemed  to  fall  so» 
slowly  that  it  merely  grazed  the  back  of  the  carriage,  and 
which  only  made  them  drive  more  furiously  over  the  causeway 
ahead  of  them.  Seeing  a  light  in  the  distance,  I  knew  very 
well  they  would  give  the  alarm,  and  our  only  safety  lay  in  our 
getting  away  from  there  in  the  shortest  possible  time. 

This  was  the  fii^t  time  I  had  ever  been  foiled  in  anything 
of  this   character  I  had  undertaken,  and,  maddened  almost 
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beyond  endurance  by  my  disappointment,  we  made  a  hasty 
retreat.  is"ot  daring  to  stay  in  that  part  of  the  country,  wo 
rode  all  night,  only  stopping  as  usual  to  feed  our  horses,  first 
getting  the  grain  from  a  barn  along  the  way,  and  also  taking  a 
bear  skin  robe,  carrying  it  four  or  five  miles,  and  then  throwing 
it  away.  We  left  the  barn  doors  wide  open,  that  they  might 
know  that  they  had  had  visitoi^  during  the  night. 

]>eing  once  more  idle,  we  concluded  to  return  to  our  old 
friend,  he  whom  we  had  followed  out  of  Boston,  and  the  one 
to  Avhich  Wicks  had  sold  our  horse,  and  who,  also,  we  had  for- 
saken to  follow  the  drover.  His  name  we  ascertained  to  be 
Eeed,  and  his  home  in  Kingston. 

As  I  before  stated,  v»'e  rode  all  night,  and  in  the  morning 
stopped  at  a  country  inn,  where  we  procured  a  good  breakfast, 
and  good  care  and  feed  for  our  horses.  Here  we  remained  a 
part  of  the  day  only,  making  inquiries  about  different  places, 
but  more  particularly  about  Kingston.  About  noon  we  resumed 
our  ride,  going  toward  the  latter  place,  stopping  within  a  mile 
of  the  town  at  dark  for  me  to  hide  my  saddle,  which  I  did  by 
putting  it  under  a  pile  of  old  pea-vines  in  an  open  field,  and 
then  walking  into  the  village ;  while  Wicks  rode  and  also  led 
niy  horse.  I  followed  him  and  kept  near  enough  to  see  where 
be  stopped,  and  I  put  up  at  the  same  place.  After  having  our 
horses  attended  to  and  quarters  procured  for  the  night,  I  went 
out  for  a  walk.  Wicks  soon  following  me.  In  our  ramble 
around  the  town  we  examined  every  place,  looking  through  the 
windows,  till  we  espied  Keed  in  his  store.  Our  object  gained, 
we  returned  to  the  hotel  till  we  thought  it  time  for  Eeed  to 
leave  the  store  for  home,  when  I  returned  and  kept  watch. 
When  I  saw  him  leave,  I  follo^^'ed  him  home,  and  at  the  same 
time  examined  his  premises  closely,  but  more  particularly  the 
barn,  where  1  Imew  was  stabled  the  coveted  hoi^e.  Feeling 
satisfied  with  the  knowledge  I  had  obtained  of  the  surround- 
ing's, I  left  for  the  hotel  to  acquaint  Wicks  of  my  success. 

I  will  mention  here  that  when  we  were  looking  around  the 
city  for  Keed,  we  went  into  a  store,  thinking  it  might  be  his 
place  of  business,  but  finding  it  was  not,  Wicks  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  merchant  away  from  me,  so  that  I  might  steal  a  fur 
cap  which  Lay  handy.     It  proved  to  bo  a  valuable  one,  worth 
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about  twelve  dollars,  and  an  excellent  fit  it  was,  too.  I  secreted 
it  under  the  seat  of  an  old  cutter,  which  was  in  the  barn  belong- 
ing to  the  hotel  where  we  put  up. 

Early  in  the  morning  Wicks,  with  the  two  horses,  took  his 
departure  for  Boston,  leaving  me  in  Kingston,  where  I  pre- 
tended to  be  looking  for  work.  During  the  day  I  told  the 
people  I  had  found  a  job,  having  hired  to  a  man  living  several 
miles  north  of  town,  and  towards  night  I  settled  my  bill,  and, 
as  I  made  them  believe,  started  for  my  field  of  labor.  I  had 
not  far  to  walk  before  reaching  a  piece  of  woods,  in  which  I 
was  soon  out  of  sight,  and  kept  out  till  dark,  vrhen  I  retraced 
my  steps  and  was  soon  in  town  again,  watching  the  progress  of 
affairs.  "When,  all  was  still  I  went  in  search  of  my  cap,  finding 
it  safe  and  sound  under  the  old  catter-seat.  My  next  work 
Avas  to  get  my  saddle,  vrhich  I  had  left  a  mile  back  under  tho 
pea-vines,  and  which  I  found  easily,  carr3'ing  it  to  tov;n  on  my 
back',  which  was  no  easy  task.  Everything  being  ready,  I 
started  for  i\[r.  Heed's  barn,  thinking  I  could  open  it  easily 
^vith  my  bunch  of  keys,  but,  on  trying  one  after  another,  all  to 
no  purpose,  I  gave  it  up  and  resorted  to  an  ax  which  I  found 
near  a  wood-pile.  I  tried  to  pry  out  the  staple,  but  could  not 
fetch  it,  so  I  ^ave  it  a  tremendous  blow  with  the  head  of  the 
ax,  which  knocked  everything  loose  and  made  a  noise  loud 
enough  to  have  ^vaked  up  all  Kingston.  I  listened  a  full  haK 
hour  afterwards,  but  not  seeing  or  hearing  anything  like  life,  I 
proceeded  to  saddle  the  horse,  the  same  as  I  had  a  short  time 
before,  only  several  hundred  miles  from  there.  It  is  possible 
the  horse  knew  me,  as  he  seemed  willing  to  be  led  out,  and 
when  I  was  on  his  back  once  more,  he  :'airly  flew  over  the 
ground.  Certain  it  is  that  with  my  new  fur  cap  on  my  head 
and  this  spirited  horse  under  me,  I  almost  forgot  for  the  time 
the  bitter  anger  I  felt  at  being  defeated  in  getting  the  drover's 
money.  I  rode  rapidly  till  midnight,  when  I  knew  I  must  find 
feed  for  the  horse,  and  I  knew  I  must  get  it  the  usual  way, 
which  I  was  not  long  in  doing,  and,  as  soon  as  he  had  eaten  his 
grain,  I  started  on,  traveling  about  fifty  miles,  when  I  stopped 
at  the  house  of  a  friend  of  the  class  I  belonged  to  just  before 
daylight.  Here  I  spent  the  day,  putting  my  hoi^e  in  an  old 
log-housG  vrhich  stood  back  in  a  field,  where  ho  was  fed  and 


THK    I,IFK    OF    SILK    DO'l  V.  7^ 

rubbed  down  thoroughly.  1  was  taken  back  somewhat  when 
this  man  with  whom  I  was  stopping  told  me  he  was  a  cousin 
of  lieed,  from  whom  I  had  stolen  the  horse ;  but  at  the  same 
time  telling  me  I  need  have  no  fears  of  him,  for  he  would  have 
stolen  the  horse  himself  if  he  had  known  he  had  him.  lie, 
moreover,  added  that  his  cousin  would  spend  any  amount  of 
time  and  money  in  looking  for  his  horse,  and  that  he  was  a 
man  who  never  gave  up  easily,  but  would  hang  on  to  the  last. 
After  breakfast  1  retired  to  rest,  and  slept  soundly  until  away 
in  the  afternoon,  when  I  was  awakened  by  loud  talking  in, 
front  of  the  house,  when,  on  looking  out  of  the  window,  I  saw 
two  men  in  a  carriage,  one  of  whom  I  knew  to  be  Heed.  They 
were  making  inquiries,  I  was  sure,  but  could  not  hear  wliat 
the}'  said.  They  soon  drove  on  in  the  direction  I  vras  to  take 
in  a  few  hours  afterwards,  but  I  consoled  myself  with  the 
thought  that  they  would  not  ride  at  night. 

As  soon  as  it  was  dark  I  had  my  horse  brought  up,  and,, 
placing  a  five-dollar  bill  in  my  friend's  hand,  I  bade  him  good- 
night and  launched  out  again,  going  as  fast  as  a  man  ever  did 
on  a  stolon  horse.  When  daylight  came  I  \vas  in  a  tight  cor- 
ner, having  no  friend  near  to  lend  a  helping  hand ;  therefore, 
my  only  recourse  was  to  get  into  the  woods  again,  which  I  did,, 
riding  a  mile  back  into  the  deep  forest,  which  brought  me  to  a 
cross-road,  where,  a  little  further  on,  1  found  an  opportunity  to- 
steal  a  sack  of  grain,  enough  to  last  my  hoi^e  through  the  day. 
What  I  was  to  do  for  something  to  eat  was  a  question  not  so- 
easily  answered ;  yet  eat  I  must,  for  the  gnawing  of  my  stomach 
was  becoming  disagreeably  painful.  I  finally  started  for  the 
road,  and,  seeing  a  house  in  the  distance,  walked  m  that  direc- 
tion, coming  upon  a  man  chopping  wood,  and  who  lived  in  the 
house  in  sight.  I  very  soon  made  known  to  him  my  wants, 
and  for  a  plea  of  hunger,  told  him  I  was  looking  up  cattle  that 
had  strayed  away,  at  the  same  time  saying  I  wanted  to  pur- 
chase a  farm,  if  I  could  find  a  desirable  one  for  sale.  lie  quit 
his  work  immediately  and  went  with  me  to  his  house,  v.iiere  I 
soon  had  the  comfort  of  sitting  down  to  a  good  dinner,  and 
where  I  laid  in  a  supply  that  vrould  suince  me  until  the  next 
morninfr.  The  dinner  f^reatlv  refreshed  and  strengthened  mc 
for  the  ridf  of  the  fast-approaching  night,  and  when  I  returned. 
to  mv  hors2,  I  felt  like  another  man. 
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As  soon  as  it  was  fairly  dark,  I  resinned  my  journey,  going 
in  the  direction  of  the  capital   of  Vermont.     The   country 
through  which  I  was  to  pass  was  thickl^^  settled,  and  for  aught 
I  knew,  I  might  meet  Mr.  Eeed  on  his  return  from  the  chase, 
or  oome  in  contact  with  some  one  he  liad  put  on  the  watch  for 
me.     About  10  o'clock,  as  I  was  riding  along  slowly,  I  heard 
the  sound  of  horses  coming  toward  me.     I  wheeled  my  horse 
about  and  went  back  a  short  distance  to  a  pieco  of  woods,  and, 
tying  my  horse  about  forty  rods  from  the  road,  went  back  to 
the  road  on  foot,  and  walked  along  until  I  met  a  couple  of  men 
on  horses.     After   passing  the  usual  "Good  evening!"  they 
inquired  if  I  lived  on  that  road,  and  I  told  them  I  lived  about 
two  miles  south,  on  a  road  running  parallel  with  the  one  they 
were  traveling.     Then  they  asked  me  if  I  had  seen  a  man  rid- 
ing a  bay  horse  pass  by  on  that  road,  to  which  I  replied  that  I 
saw  a  man  on  horseback  riding  very  fast,  going  west,  and  that 
I  spoke  to  him,  to  which  he  made  no  reply.     I  said,  also,  that 
he  had  passed  vrithin  an  hour.     They  informed  me  that  tbo 
man  I  had  seen  was  ridino^  a  stolen  horse,  and  from  whom  and 
where  it  had  been  taken,  all  of  which  information  greatly 
astonisiied  me.     After  imparting  this  news,  they  asked  me  to 
direct  tiiem  to  this  road,  which  I  gladly  complied  with,  and,  as 
soon  as  they  relieved  me  of  their  presence,.!  returned  to  my 
hoi*se.     I  know  the  *•  grass  did  not  grow;"  under  his  feet  for 
the  next  fifteen  miles.     Here  I  went  into  a  barn  and  stole  grain 
for    my  horse,  fed   and    rented     him  for   an   hour,    then   pur- 
sued my  journey  till  2  o'clock,  when  I  came  to  a  four  corner's, 
where  I  found  a  store  and  a  few  houses  scattei'e<l  here  and 
there.      On   looking  over   the  place   the   thought   struck  me 
instantly  that  in  all  probability  I  should  never  be  there  again, 
and  I  might  as  well  help  myself  to  some  goods,  that  on  my 
return  I  might  have  something  to  give  to  my  fi'iends,  with 
whom  I  was  to  stop  (Mr.  Eeed's  cousin  directing  me  where  to 
find  them),  they  being  friends  I  had  never  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting. 

I  passed  through  the  town  and  soon  came  to  some  woods, 
whidi  I  entered  with  my  hor^se  for  the  purpose  of  leaving  him 
there,  while  I  returned  to  plunder  the  store.  I  had  not  the 
least  difiiculty  in  unlocking  the  door,  and  wj:\5  soon  collecting 
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goods  to  fill  a  bag,  wliich  was  soon  full,  and  I  on  my  return  to 
the  liorse.  I  deposited  the  bag  on  his  back  and  myself  with  it, 
and  we  were  off  again.  I  felt  fift}^  dollars  richer  in  this  world's 
goods  than  before  I  entered  the  store. 

I  had  not  traveled  over  five  miles  when  I  came  up  to  a  man 
walking,  he  accosting  me  thus : 

"Seems  to  me  you  are  out  uncommonly  early,  sir?" 

"Yes ;  and  I  should  judge  this  to  be  your  usual  time  of  being 
out,"  I  replied. 

"  I  have  been  out  all  night ;  J.  am  looking  for  a  horse-thief 
that  has  been  prowling  around  this  part  of  the  country." 

"O,  that  is  all  right.  What  kind  of  a  looking  horse  arc  you 
after?"  I  asked. 

He  then  described  perfectly  the  very  liorse  I  was  riding,  but 
the  bag  of  goods  he  overlooked  entirely.  I  felt  that  I  was 
truly  fortunate  for  once  in  having  the  bag,  as  it  changed  the 
appearaiic^  of  the  horse  somewhat ;  otherwise  he  must  have 
recognized  him,  and  in  all  probability  would  have  made  me  a 
vast  deal  of  trouble.  YvHio  can  tell  but  that  the  bag  saved  me 
an  opportunity  of  benefiting  the  government  by  being  obliged 
to  learn  a  trade  at  the  capital  of  Yermont  i  I  was  not  anxious 
to  tarry  long  in  conversation,  so  I  told  him  I  -was  going  to 
Montpelier,  and  that  I  would  take  some  trouble  to  look  up  the 
stolen  horse.  I  denounced  in  strong  language  all  such  men  as 
he  was  looking  for,  and  thus  I  left  him  at  tlie  four  corners, 
still  intent  on  pursuing  the  thief. 

I  had  only  a  few  miles  further  to  ride  before  I  was  safely 
housed  for  the  day  with  the  friends  to  whom  I  had  been 
assigned  by  Mr.  Eeed's  cousin.  They  lived  in  a  good-looking 
farm-hov.se,  and  when  I  knocked  at  the  door,  a  middle-aged 
man  made  his  appearance,  to  whom  I  introduced  myself,  telling 
him  Mr.  Eeed's  cousin  had  sent  me  there  to  ask  his  hospitality. 
As  soon  as  I  mentioned  this  his  manner  became  very  affable  all 
at  once,  and  he  called  a  man  immediately  to  take  charge  of  my 
horse.  I  carried  in  my  sack  of  goods,  handing  them  to  mine 
host  for  safe  keeping  until  night,  when  I  gave  them  all  to  his 
wife.  For  this  one  day's  entertainment  lie  received  in  value 
about  fifty  dollars.  He  said  he  had  made  a  business  of  keeping 
our  style  of  men  for  twenty  years,  and  that  their  gifts  from 
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time  to  time  enabled  him  to  live  well,  and,  as  far  as  he  had 
ever  learned,  no  one  had  ever  insinuated  aught  against  his 
character,  or  even  thought  that  all  was  not  right  with  him. 
He  further  stated  that  no  property  had  ever  been  looked  after 
or  found  upon  his  premises ;  yet  he  iiad  a  place  where  he  could 
secrete  three  or  four  horses,  and  it  would  only  be  a  loss  of  time 
to  any  one  that  would  look  for  them.  This  complete  arrange- 
ment I  did  not  sec,  though  I  had  no  reason  to  dispute  his  word. 

Ilalf-an-hour  after  dark  my  horse  came  up  in  excellent  spirits, 
and  I  took  my  leave,  going  toward  Montpelier,  which  I  readied 
at  midnight.  Isot  caring  to  see  the  city,  I  turned  off  at  my 
right  and  went  around  it,  w^hich  prolonged  my  ride  a  little. 
The  next  place  I  was  to  make  was  a  little  town  called  "Water- 
bury,  lying  northwest  of  the  capital,  which  would  make  me  a 
ride  of  fifty  miles,  including  the  extra  distance  in  going  around 
Montpelier. 

Some  two  or  three  miles  before  reaching  the  capital  I  foraged 
some  grain  and  fed  my  horse  by  the  wayside,  keeping  a  sharp 
lookout  in  the  front  and  rear,  for  any  one  ^vho  might  be  on  my 
track.  As  soon  as  he  was  done  eating,  I  watered  him  at  a 
spring  not  far  off,  and  he  seemed  as  fresh  and  nimble  as  when 
I  rode  him  the  first  night  —  so  many  miles  away  in  the  State  of 
Kcw  York.  To  my  regret,  my  trip  with  this  horse  was  nearly 
to  a  close,  for  I  expected  to  sell  him  to  a  friend,  from  whom  I 
would  not  steal  him  again. 

]\ry  adventure  from  Boston  —  first  in  pursuit  of  this  horse, 
and  then  the  drover  (Caryl),  who  we  intended  to  rob,  as  my 
reader  already  knows,  and  the  very  silly  part  we  played  — 
occasioned  me  great  chagrin.  I  firmly  resolved  that  the  next 
man  who  escaped  from  me  with  so  much  money  would  do  so 
with  a  bullet  hole  in  his  head. 

It  was  Wicks  -who  laid  the  plan  to  let  the  pole  fall  from  the 
hill  in  front  of  the  horses,  and  v/hen  it  failed  of  success,  I  was 
relieved  in  a  measure  that  it  was  his  plan  instead  of  mine.  I 
said  to  myself,  as  I  rode  along  toward  the  capital,  What  fools  1 
to  let  a  pole  fall  in  front  of  a  man  w^hen  you  have  a  pistol  in 
your  pocket.  Xever  will  I  do  it  again.  With  this  resolution 
passed,  I  consoled  myself. 

Five  or  six  mile^  west  of  ^fontpelier  I  called  at  a  house  and 
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delivered  a  message  to  the  landlord,  Avhich  was  written  by 
Pierce,  the  man  with  whom  I' had  stayed  on  the  night  before. 
After  reading  the  note  he  said  :  "It  is  all  right,  ]\Ir.  Doty  ;  I 
am  the  man  you  want  to  see,  and  we  will  put  away  your  horse." 
By  the  light  of  an  old-fashioned  tin  lantern,  we  accomplished 
our  task,  and  while  it  was  being  done,  I  could  tell  from  the 
expression  of  his  face  that  he  was- very  much  pleased  with  my 
horse,  lie  made  the  remark  that  he  sometimes  bought  '^far- 
fetched" horses,  if  they  w^ere  good  ones,  and  if  the  men  were 
reliable  wdio  had  them  for  sale.  During  our  conversation  he 
made  known  the  fact  that  through  some  of  my  friends  he  had 
heard  of  me,  or  a  man  by  my  name,  and  that  this  man  had 
stolen  one  of  the  best  horses  in  Yermont,  two  or  three  years 
before,  and  had  gotten  away  with  him.  I  asked  him  in  what 
locality  this  transpired,  and  he  replied  near  Slioream.  I  told 
him  I  Avas  the  man,  and  that  on  the  same  tri})  I  had  dealt  out 
to  the  people  a  quantity  of  money,  with  which  th.ey  found,  to 
their  sorrow,  they  were  not  familiar  with,  and  would  gladly 
have  remained  ignorant  of  their  whole  lives. 

These  confidences  made  us  fast  friends,  and  I  was  not  long 
in  fmdinn:  him  to  be  a  leader  of  a  f^ran^  of  the  very  w^orst  men. 
in  the  State.  After  a  time,  ho  invited  me  up  stairs  to  see  v/hat 
he  had  stored  away.  From  the  appearance  of  the  room  we 
entered,  one  would  not  observe  anything  peculiar  about  it,  but 
on  going  to  one  side  of  it,  he  removed  four  small  screws,  vs-hen 
two  sections  of  the  ceiling  fell  toward  him,  and,  setting  it  to 
one  side,  we  saw  nicely  stored  avray  several  thousand  dollars' 
worth  of  difterent  kinds  of  goods.  There  were  silver  and 
brass-mounted  harness  w'ithout  number;  robes,  caps,  and  all 
kinds  of  dry  goods,  all  of  which  had  been  put  there  Avithin  the 
month.  These  things  were  all  to  be  taken  to  "White  liall  in  a 
few  days  and  sold,  the  money  being  distributed  among  the  men 
who  brought  them  there  and  himself,  he  receiving  the  lion's 
share.  He  said  he  could  not  afford  to  do  this  kind  of  business 
and  run  such  great  risks,  unless  he  got  big  pay,  all  of  which 
was  so.  AVe  ^veve  still  in  the  chamber  when  breakfast  w^as 
announced,  so  closing  up  this  secret  room,  we  went  down,  find- 
ing an  excellent  breakfast  awaiting  us,  of  wdiich  we  partook 
without  any  ceremony.     After  this,  I  was  shown  to  a  room, 
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where  I  slept  till  after  noon,  and  then  ate  a  late  dinner,  after 
which  my  host  })roposed  a  ride,  he  having  a  splendid  turnout 
which  he  wislied  to  show  ofl. 

After  riding  awhile  around  the  countrj',  we  started  for  the 
city,  and,  as  we  were  going  along,  I  made  the  remark  that  I 
was  in  need  of  an  overcoat,  and  he  said  in  reply :  "  I  can  show 
you  where  you  can  steal  one,  if  you  are  good  at  that  business." 
I  replied  that  I  considered  myself  second  to  no  one  in  that  line, 
^'e  were  about  two  miles  from  town  when  this  conversation 
was  held,  and  I  thought  it  best  to  practice  my  old  way  of 
doing,  so  I  told  the  man  I  would  get  out  and  walk  into  town, 
first  deciding  where  we  woidd  meet  when  we  were  readv  to 
return  home. 

When  I  reached  the  city  it  was  dark,  and  very  soon,  meeting 
my  man,  I  followed  him  to  a  shop  where  clothing  was  hanging 
outside,  and  amons:  the  lot  two  or  three  overcoats.  As  the 
store-kee{)er  v\'as  greetins:  and  shaking  hands  with  mv  man,  I 
selected  a  good-looking  coat  and  vralked  on,  ?nd  still  on,  until 
I  found  myself  at  my  stopping  place,  thinking  it  best  not  to 
wait  for  a  ride  home  with  my  friend. 

The  coat  proved  to  be  a  good  one,  and  a  nice  fit,  too,  prob- 
ably vrorth  twenty-live  dollars.  In  an  hour  or  so  after  I 
"reached  home,  my  friend  made  his  appearance,  when  he 
informed  me  that  in  less  than  two  minutes  the}'  missed  the 
coat,  and  the  clerks  ran  in  every  direction  in  hopes  to  find  it, 
but  failed,  as  I  well  knew.  He  and  I  enjoyed  a  good  laugh 
over  the  atiair,  and  that  was  all  ever  said  or  done  about  it. 
My  friend,  with  two  others,  spent  the  evening  in  playing 
cards  and  drinking  rum,  which  they  kept  up  until  a  very  late 
hour. 

In  the  morningj  at  the  breakfast  table,  we  found  a  new  man 
added  to  our  number,  whose  name  vre  learned  to  be  Alf.  Sage, 
and  at  dark  we  missed  one  of  our  friends  ;  also,  the  horse  which 
Sage  came  with  disappeared  at  the  same  time. 

It  was  time  now  for  me  to  go  to  work  again.  Mine  host  and 
I  had  come  to  an  understanding  about  my  horse,  so  in  the 
presence  of  tv\'o  of  our  men,  he  paid  me  one  hundred  and  Hfty 
dollars,  which  was  only  about  half  the  value  of  the  horse,  but 
to  make  up  the  difference,  he  was  to  show  me  tvro  horses  vrhich 
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I  was  to  talce  with  me,  in  case  I  could  get  tliein,  wliich  I  never 
doubted  for  a  moment. 

As  I  was  now  so  close  to  the  home  of  my  childhood,  I  made 
up  my  mind  to  give  them  one  more  demonstration  of  my 
ability  in  h'ght-fmgering  in  my  riper  years,  and,  if  possible, 
create  a  higher  estimate  in  the  minds  of  my  relatives  of  my 
superior  skill  and  knowledge  which  I  had  acquired  since  I  last 
saw  them.  I  am  speaking  now  of  tlie  days  long  gone  by,  when 
I  used  to  steal  every  article  and  plaything  I  could  lay  my 
hands  on,  both  at  home  and  at  school.  I  was  not  far  from 
Franklin  county,  Vermont,  which  vicinity  brought  before  me 
very  distinctly  my  earl}-  misdemeanors ;  yet  these  recollections 
of  my  younger  days  was  of  no  benefit  to  me  now,  for  J  had 
become  too  hardened  to  be  reached  by  anything  whicli  could 
be  said  or  done. 

It  was  night  once  more,  and  darkness  covered  the  earth, 
when  my  friend  took  me  in  his  carriage  again,  this  time  to  see 
the  horses  which  I  was  to  appropriate  for  my  own  use.  Know- 
ing the  owner  to  have  a  savage  dog,  my  friend  provided  him- 
self with  a  piece  of  beef,  covered  with  poison,  and,  as  we  were 
passing  the  house  on  our  return,  he  tossed  the  beef  into  the 
yard.  I  think  it  m^ust  have  been  effectual,  for  on  the  following 
night,  's^hen  we  visited  the  place,  not  a  sound  was  heard  to 
disturb  the  stillness  of  the  night. 

After  taking  in  the  situation  of  the  barn  and  its  surroundings, 
we  started  for  home,  staying  there  the  next  day  and  until  early 
evening,  when  Alf.  Sage  and  I  made  ourselves  ready  for  a  raid 
on  our  nei2:iibor's  barn,  takinir  with  us  our  saddles.  ^.Ve  were 
soon  there  and  took  a  position  vrhere  we  could  see  all  that  Avas 
going  on.  Here  we  watched  until  every  light  was  extinguished 
and  silence  reigned  supreme,  when  we  approached  the  barn 
stealthily,  unlocked  the  doors,  put  our  saddles  on  the  horses, 
and  then  led  them  out  just  as  carefully  as  possiljle,  I  soon 
mounted  the  one  I  had  taken,  but  Sage  coukl  not  get  on  his,  it 
being  a  very  fractious  and  high-spirited  animal.  1  told  him  to 
lead  him,  v/hich  he  did  for  half  a  mile,  vrhcn  I  made  an  exchange 
with  him,  and  then  we  were  soon  going  at  a  breakneck  speed. 
They  were  very  fme  travelers.  AVe  kept  this  sauie  gait  up  till 
about  1  o'clock,  when  vre  stopped  at  a  barn  and  s.ole  some  rye 


SG  THE   LirK   OF    BILE   DOIT. 

with  which  to  feed.  We  gave  our  horses  a  generous  supply, 
and  while  they  were  eating,  we  sccltcd  ourselves  and  enjoyed 
our  supper  of  bread  and  dried  beef,  with  which  tlie  lady  where 
wo  had  stopped  the  night  previous  had  provided  us.  After  our 
•  repast  was  over,  we  made  another  move,  going  toward  Cro^vn 
Point,  where  we  arrived  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Here  we 
were  disappointed,  as  it  was  impossible  to  cross  over  a  stream, 
which  obliged  us  to  accept  of  the  only  alternative,  i,  e.y  to 
spend  the  day  in  the  woods,  and  to  do  this  it  was  necessary  to 
hunt  up  grain  of  some  kind  for  our  horses.  Accordingly  we 
called  at  the  first  barn  we  came  to  and  helped  ourselves  to  a 
bag  of  oats.  We  turned  our  horses  into  the  first  dense  woods 
we  found,  and  which  proved  to  be  an  extensive  tract  of  tim- 
bered land,  interspersed  with  hills  and  valleys,  vrhich  suited 
our  convenience  remarkably  well.  We  selected  the  most  quiet 
spot  we  could  find,  and,  having  a  piece  of  punk,  with  the  aid 
of  a  jack-knife  and  a  flint,  we  soon  had  a  pleasant  fire  by  the 
trunk  of  an  old  fallen  tree.  Here  we  spent  the  day  —  playing 
ca.rds  and  eating  dried  beef.  We  had  no  cause  for  discomJort 
here;  we  could  not  hear  the  news,  although  we  knew  there 
must  be  some  afloat  in  and  around  the  vicinity  from  whence 
we  had  come  the  evening  before.  AYe  managed  to  kill  time 
till  night,  which,  to  us,  was  always  welcomed  with  a  feeling  of 
relief,  for  then  we  could  leave  our  hiding-place  without  so 
much  danger  to  ourselves. 

At  dark  we  resumed  our  journey,  going  toward  White  Hall, 
but  passing  it  by  two  or  threo  miles  to  our  right,  bearing  off  a 
little  ^Yesterly.  When  it  was  nearly  daylight,  we  put  up  with 
a  friend  of  Sage's,  not  far  from  Tort  Ann,  where  Ave  spent  a 
Yery  pleasant  day.  This  man  had  a  list  of  all  the  blacklegs  in 
the  Eastern  States,  and  a  full  description  of  them,  and  also  of 
many  others  who  were  noted  outlaws. 

As  the  day  advanced  it  began  to  snow  and  blow*  with  terrific 
force,  the  wind  being  in  the  northeast,  and  at  dark  the  storm 
was  raging  fearfully.  To  tarry  longer  under  our  friend's 
hospitable  roof  would  be  dangerous,  so  W€  concluded  to  take 
our  leave.  At  early  dark  we  paid  our  friend  and  went  out  into 
this  terrible  storm  of  wind  and  snow,  our  horses'  tracks  being 
instantly  obhterated,  v/hich  was  for  our  gain  and  greatly  to 
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our  advantage,  making  it  impossible  for  any  one  to  follow  us. 
"VVe  took  the  road  to  Edingburg,  and  from  there  to  Xorthville, 
stopping  between  these  two  places  to  feed  —  going  into  a  barn 
and  stealing  grain,  and  then  riding  into  the  man's  wood-shed, 
out  of  the  storm,  to  feed  our  horses.  At  this  barn  Sage  stole 
a  new  horse-blanket  to  wrap  around  him,  he  being  tliinly  clad, 
while  I  stole  another  to  put  on  my  saddle.  Tiius  being  more 
comfortably  fixed,  we  went  on  our  way  for  three  or  four  miles 
further,  when  we  stopped  with  a  man  by  the  name  of  Dave 
King,  pretty  well  along  in  yeai^,  but  an  old  "  wheel-horse  "  in 
iniquity,  and  as  shrewd  and  cunning  a  man  as  could  be  found. 
1  had  not  been  with  him  but  a  short  time  when  he  told  me  ho 
knew  of  a  fine  gelding  that  he  would  like  to  see  talcen  out  of 
the  count rv,  and  his  looks  and  manners  said  as  much  to  me  as 
this:  "I  think  you  are  the  man  that  can  do  it."  It  occurred 
to  me  at  once  that  now  was  my  time  for  getting  rid  of  Sage  in 
an  honorable  way,  as  I  did  not  need  his  services  Siny  more, 
being  perfectly  satisfied  that  I  could  manage  both  of  my  horses 
alone.  I  immediately  proposed  to  Sage  that  I  steal  the  horse 
King  had  spoken  of,  and  pass  him  over  to  him  (Sage)  for  the 
service  he  had  rendered  me,  to  which  he  willingly  assented. 
Mr.  Iving  had  a  brother  living  near  the  owner  of  the  horse, 
which  Avas  a  convenience  to  me,  he  seeming  ready  to  assist  me 
in  any  way,  and  whoso  oiler  I  gladly  accepted.  I  will  say  that 
I  borrowed  a  horse  of  Dave  King  to  ride  over  to  his  brother's, 
intending  to  hand  over  the  horse  I  was  about  to  steal  to  Sa^e, 
who  was  to  take  him  and  go  right  off.  A  little  after  dark  that 
evening,  and  v.'hile  the  family  were  yet  up,  I  approp^riated  this 
gelding  and  gave  him  to  Sage,  tlie  brother  of  ]Mr.  King  stand- 
ing guard  in  the  ineo.ntime.  The  house  and  barn  being  some 
distance  apart,  the  family  were  not  disturbed  by  tliis  little 
transaction. 

Early  on  the  next  morning  men  came  along  in  pursuit  of  the 
thief,  and  inquired  of  Mr.  King  if  he  had  seen  any  suspicious 
person  passing  with  tlie  horse.  lie  told  them  he  had  not,  and 
advised  them  to  look  in  the  direction  of  Albany.  After  they 
had  passed  on,  King  and  I  were  disposed  to  have  some  fun  over 
the  joke.  I  remained  with  King  all  day,  thinking  something 
might  })ossibly  turn  up  to  my  advantage  by  nigh"^. 
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Ko  doubt  the  reader  will  remember  of  my  beinp;  at  King's 
on  a  former  occasion,  stopping  there  with  "  Old  Shoream,"  on 
my  way  from  Yermont,  where  I  had  captured  him.  King  was 
employed  by  those  in  pursuit  to  watch  the  corners  two  miles 
north  of  Johnstown,  while  at  the  same  time  "Old  Shoream" 
was  secreted  in  his  (King's)  woods,  and  I  was  being  entertained 
at  his  house.  Kow  I  felt  some  gratitude  for  this  man  King  for 
favors  shown  me,  and  to  make  a  return,  asked  him  if  he  had 
any  job  he  would  like  for  me  to  do.  He  quickly  answered  me 
in  this  way:  "' There  is  a  man  living  in  Johnstown  who  has 
interfered  with  my  business,  and  I  would  like  to  sec  hi]u  pun- 
ished in  some  way.  lie  keeps  a  variety  store  and  usually 
carries  more  or  less  money  vrith  him.  He  lives  in  a  remote 
part  of  the  town."  After  giving  it  a  moment's  thought,  I  told 
him  if  he  would  drive  me  down  that  night,  and  show  me  the 
situation  of  things,  and  point  out  the  man  to  me,  I  would  see 
what  I  could  do  in  his  case.  He  accepted  the  proposition  I 
had  made,  and  at  an  early  hour  in  the  evening,  we  were  riding 
toward  Johnstown. 

On  n earing  the  town  I  got  out  and  walked  in,  as  was  my 
custoni  of  doing  at  these  times.  After  securing  the  horses,  we 
went  to  the  store,  and  King  pointed  the  proprietor  out  to  me. 
I  gave  him  a  good  look  over,  to  make  sure  I  would  know  him 
again.  From  the  store  we  went  to  his  house,  going  the  same 
road  that  the  merchant  would  have  to  in  reaching  his  home. 
Becoming  satisfied  with  my  observations,  I  told  King  lie  could 
return  and  I  would  walk  part  of  the  ^vay  with  him.  1  gave 
him  full  directions  as  to  the  disposal  of  my  horses  in  case  any- 
thing happened  to  me,  which  might  be  possible  in  undertakings 
of  this  nature.  I  then  returned  and  hid  myself  in  a  wood-shed, 
nearly  opposite  the  store,  vrhere  I  could  see  the  first  prepara- 
tions made  for  leaving  the  store.  It  was  my  pur[)ose  to  pre- 
cede him  home,  and  before  reaching  his  house  turn  about  and 
meet  him. 

It  was  late  before  any  one  left  the  store,  and,  concluding  it  . 
was  time  for  me  to  be  going,  I  left  my  hiding  place,  walking 
toward  his  house.     I  passed  by  the  house,  then  turned  about 
and  met  him  five  or  six  rods  from  his  residence.     As  I  passed 
him,  I  struck  him  under  the  ear,  which  felled  hiiii  instantly. 
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I  took  his  Avatch  aud  examined  his  pockets  in  a  Avonderfvilly 
short  space  of  time,  and  was  soon  rushing  through  woods  and 
fields  toward  Dave  King's,  where  I  soon  found  myself.  From 
the  time  I  left  the  wood-shed  until  I  arrived  at  King's  door, 
not  much  over  forty  minutes  had  elapsed.  I  had  robbed  my 
•nctim  of  over  two  liundred  dollars  in  ju^ney,  mostly  in  gold 
and  silver,  and  a  watch,  wliich  was  worth  forty  or  lifty  dollars. 
I  gave  the  watch  to  King,  and  fifty  dollars  of  the  money ;  the 
remainder  I  kept  myself.  After  this  settlement,  I  retired, 
wondering  whether  or  no  I  had  not  killed  the  man,  and  when 
morning  came  I  felt  a  little  anxious  to  have  ]\[r.  King  pay  a 
visit  to  town  to  learn  the  result.  In  good  time  he  started,  and 
found  that  the  news  of  the  robbery  had  spread  all  througli  the 
village,  and  that  tlie  merchant  was  at  his  home  badly  liurt- 
Eumor  had  it  that  he  had  been  robbed  of  five  hundred  dollars* 
Great  excitement  prevailed,  and  it  was  generally  believed  the 
deed  was  committed  by  some  one  of  the  citizens. 

Having  tarried  with  Mr.  King  as  long  as  was  necessary,  and 
feeling  perfectly  free  from  fatigue  and  able  to  continue  my 
journey,  I  left  him  on  the  following  morning,  intending  to 
dispose  of  my  horses  at  the  first  desirable  opportunity,  which 
came  even  sooner  than  I  expected.  ]\ry  iirst  move  was  for 
Cherry  Yalley,  leaving  Johnst-own  to  my  left.  I  rejiched  tliere 
on  that  same  night,  putting  up  at  the  best  hotel  in  the  place. 
I  handed  the  hostler  a  half-dollar  to  see  that  my  horses  were 
well  taken  care  of,  which  I  never  intended  to  neglect  under  any 
circumstances,  knowing  that  a  well-fed  horse  always  brings  a 
better  price  than  one  half -fed. 

The  next  morning,  after  breakfast,  a  gentleman  came  up  to 
me  and  said : 

"  Do  you  own  that  matched  span  of  bay  horses  in  the  barn  ?  '^ 

"  Yes,  sir ;  I  own  a  span  of  bays." 

"  Do  you  want  to  sell  them  ? "  he  asked. 

"  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  my  intention  to  do  so,  providing  I  can  get 
their  value." 

Then  he  asked  the  price,  and  I  told  him  not  anything  less 
than  three  hundred  and  fift}'  dollars  could  buy  them,  for  tliey 
were  perfectly  broke,  had  no  bad  tricks,  and  were  the  finest 
carriasrt  horses  h^  ever  rode  after.     He  asked  ]  le  to  hitch  them 
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up,  ^\  hicli  I  did,  and  he  was  delighted  with  the  fine  display 
they  made.  I  could  easily  see  that  he  was  very  anxious  to 
have  tlicin.  lie  made  me  several  offers,  which  I  did  not  accept, 
and  at  last  gave  me  my  price  —  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
In  two  hours  after  the  bargain  was  closed,  they  were  on  the 
road  to  Kew  York  City. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

UNDECIDED   AS   TO    WHAT   COURSE   TO   PUKSUE WELL    PREPAP.KD  TO 

GO    INTO    WINTER     QUAKTEPvS WICKS     HEAI^D    FP.OM    IN    BOSTON 

JAIL 1   GO   TO    niS    AII3 1    SEND   FOR    COOPER   WHILE   IN   BOSTON, 

AND   WE    KEAP    A   KICH     HAKYEST     TIIEFwE LEAVE     BOSTON    FOR 

ALBA.-SY WE     VISIT    THE     CAVE     OF     THE     NOTORIOUS     COUNTER- 

FErrER,    PAPvKS. 

It  was  now  late  in  the  year,  and  too  cold  to  continue  this 
business  of  running  out  horses,  and  I  must  turn  my  attention 
to  something  else,  or  lay  idle.  I  was  undecided  as  to  what  was 
best  to  do  next,  and,  as  the  st-oge  just  then  made  its  appear- 
ance, I  jumped  aboard,  and  was  bound  for  Albany.  I  arrived 
in  the  city  late  at  night,  and  congratulated  myself  on  being 
well  prepared  for  going  into  winter  quarters  wherever  I  had  an 
inclination  to,  having  seven  or  eight  hundred  dollars  in  my 
pocket,  and  that  amount,  for  one  of  my  kind,  was  considered 
quite  a  fortune.  I  had  half  a  mind  to  take  the  winter  easy, 
spending  my  time  in  watching  others,  and  learning  all  the 
different  v.-ays  of  carrying  on  mischief,  which  was  known  and 
practiced  by  tiiose  of  larger  and  longer  experience  than  I  had. 
I  knew  that  large  cities  were  where  criminals  of  every  grade 
congregated  during  the  winter,  and  usually  were  entirely  out 
of  money,  depending  on  plundering  enough  each  day  for  their 
support.  These  men  had  places  where  they  met  every  night, 
to  look  over  and  compare  notes  of  the  events  and  success  of  tho 
day.  I  was  in  Albany  but  a  short  time  before  I  was  thor- 
oughly identified  with  this  gang  of  outlaws,  considering  myself 
just  as  capable  of  doing  as  big  a  job,  or  as  mean  a  one,  as  the 
best  man  among  them.  Some  of  these  men  were  continually 
talking  of  leaving  off  such  practices  and  returning  to  a  respect- 
able business  for  earning  a  livelihood,  but  I  never  knew  one  of 
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them  to  do  it.  It  is  far  easier  to  quit  the  path  of  virtue  and  an 
honorable  life,  than  it  is  to  abandon  practices  and  habits  of 
vice  when  once  given  over  to  it.  It  seems  as  if  one's  very 
nature  and  their  whole  being  becomes  so  thoroughly  saturated 
with  sin  and  the  love  of  it,  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  break 
away  from  it. 

I  expected  to  meet  "Wicks  in  Albany,  who,  tlie  reader  will 
recollect,  I  left  in  Isew  Hampshire  at  the  very  time  I  stole 
Eeed's  hoi^e.  I  waited  da}'  after  day,  but  no  Wicks  came.  I 
did  not  grieve  very  much  for  him,  for,  having  plenty  of  money 
in  my  ])ockets,  a  nice  fur  cap  on  my  head,  and  last,  but  not 
least,  a  good  warm  overcoat  to  wear  (for  whicli  my  Moutpelier 
friend  was  the  poorer),  I  felt  that  the  world  had  dealt  more 
kindl}'  with  me  than  some  of  our  party  whom  I  met  at  our* 
niglitly  conclaves. 

After  a  while  a  letter  came  from  Wicks,  saying  he  was  in. 
Boston  and  in  jail  —  a  bad  })lace  for  him,  surely,  yet  not  so  bad 
for  the  community  at  large,  for  an  active  thief  like  him,  with- 
out friends  or  money,  was  sure  to  make  lively  times  for  some 
body.  The  next  day  after  receiving  his  letter,  I  took  the  stage 
for  Jk^ston,  intending  in  some  way  to  assist  him  in  making  his 
escape,  but  after  learning  the  full  partictilars,  and  that  he  was 
there  for  a  trifling  offense  only,  and  his  time  having  nearly 
expired,  I  thought  it  best  not  to  interfere,  but  allow  him  tO' 
get  out  the  usual  way. 

Kotwithstanding  the  great  reputation  of  the  Old  Bay  City 
for  its  piety,  wisdom,  and  shrewdness,  I  felt,  for  some  reason,  a. 
sort  of  revenge  tovrard  it,  and  concluded  to  have  it  out  with 
them  v/hile  waiting  for  Wricks  to  serve  out  liis  tnne.  I  would,. 
I  thought,  learn  them  a  lesson  in  tlie  **  sieight-of-hand  *'  busi- 
ness—  a  lesson  they  would  not  soon  forget  —  and  I  would  show 
them,  too,  that  I  was  a  little  sharper  than  they  were,  even  if 
they  had  a  reputation  for  seeing  far  ahead.  I  had  no  fears- 
whatever  that  they  would  get  me  v/here  they  had  Wicks. 

In  the  first  place,  I  bouglit  me  a  large  trunk  and  took  it  to 
a  boarding-house  —  a  place  convenient  for  carrying  forward  my 
plans  —  one  from  wliich  I  could  go  and  come  at  any  hour  in 
the  night.  I  immediately  wrote  for  Cooper,  and  he  responded 
by  putting  in  an  appearance  at  once.     He  came,  as  I  requested^ 
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finely  dressed  and  closely  shaven,  prepared  in  every  particular 
to  act  the  gentleman,  which  his  very  affable  manners  and 
agreeable  conversation  well  qualified  him  to  do.  I  was  not 
only  to  assinne  the  character  of  the  devil,  but  which  I  really 
possessed  by  my  very  nature. 

AYe  were  ready  for  work  at  last,  and  went  at  it  Avith  a  will, 
Cooper  attracting  the  attention  of  those  in  charge  of  goods,  or 
of  anything  else,  in  different  occupations,  while  I  had  no  objec- 
tions to  looking  into  their  money-drawers.  In  this  way  we 
cleared  from  ten  to  twenty  dollars  per  day,  and  when  AYicks 
was  released,  he  greatly  assisted  us,  in  being  a  pack-horse,  or, 
rather,  a  sort  of  delivery  wagon,  for  our  goods.  Our  spoils 
consisted  of  nearly  every  thing  in  every  branch  of  business  — 
dress  goods,  of  the  very  best  kind  and  quality,  furs,  gloves, 
caps,  jewelry,  pistols,  and  dirks.  I  committed  a  few  burglaries 
only,  and  then  for  money  alone. 

At  last  the  time  came  when  it  was  a  matter  of  prudence  for 
us  to  make  ourselves  scarce  in  the  City  of  the  Pilgrims.  It  was 
becoming  a  nuitter  of  query  as  to  Cooper's  occu})ation,  and 
WicTvS  also  v\'a3  being  closely  watched,  so  nmch  so  that  it  was 
advisable  for  mo  to  discharge  them  both  from  my  employ,  and, 
as  it  would  be  unsafe  for  me  to  run  the  business  alone,  I 
thought  I  AN'ould  close  out  our  stock  in  trade.  The  goods  were 
accordino^lv  invoiced,  and  found  to  be  worth  thirteen  hundred 
and  forty-two  dollars.  Knowing  of  a  man  in  the  city  who 
bought  stolen  goods,  and  also  kept  a  variety  store,  I  called  on 
him  and  asked  liim  to  buy  our  lot.  lie  was  ready  to  buy,  but 
would  not  pay  us  over  nine  hundred  dollars  for  them.  As  v>'e ' 
could  do  no  better,  we  let  him  have  them.  Yv^e  were  engaged 
in  this  business  from  the  last  of  December  till  the  first  of 
April,  and  the  nine  hundred  dollars  netted  us  a  hundred  dollars 
a  month  for  each  one,  which  we  thought  was  doing  very  well. 

Spring  was  at  last  approaching,  and  what  to  do  and  where 
to  go  was  now  the  most  important  question  to  us.  Yv^e  fmally 
decided  to  strike  out,  so  taking  the  stage  (each  one  from  a 
different  point  in  the  city,  and  as  strangers  who  had  never  met 
before),  we  were  soon  on  the  way  to  Albany,  stopping  over 
three  days  at  Westfield  with  one  Lyman  Parks,  of  whom  and 
his  daughter  Julia  I  have  made  mention  in  a  previous  chapter 


04  THE   LIFK    OF    SILE    DOTY. 

as  making  counterfeit  money.  Parks  told  us  that  the  man  of 
T/hom  Wicks  bought  the  buf^gy  and  harness  still  retained  the 
counterfeit  money  that  Wicks  had  paid  for  them  in. 

AVhile  going  through  Dcerfield,  AV'icks  was  so  perfectly  dis- 
guised by  wearing  a  wig  and  false  whiskers,  that  no  one  would 
have  known  him. 

Lyman  Parks  was  a  man  of  refinement,  and  his  family  well 
educated  and  very  stylish.  As  I  have  said,  he  was  an  engraver^ 
and  his  daughter  Julia  an  accomplished  penman ;  slie  could 
imitate  any  hand- writing  or  cut  any  nourishes  with  the  pen 
she  wanted  to.  In  fact,  she  seemed  perfect  in  the, art  of  pen- 
manship, and  was,  vrithal,  an  accomplished  lady.  Cooper 
appeared  to  be  an^old  acquaintance  of  the  family. 

v':Mr.  Parks  said  to  me :  ''I  presume  3'ou  think  m^^  business 
to  be  wholly  confined  to  such  men  as  you  have  seen  in  the 
tradc^  which  is  a  mistake.  I  deal  with  men  in  high  life ;  inen 
of  wealth  and  influence,  living  as  far  oil'  as  Xew  Orkans, 
Charleston,  Pichmond,  and  Washington,  many  of  them  bankers 
and  brokei's.'*  He  showed  me  all  of  his  fmished  work,  and 
much  that  was  only  partly  done.  The  place  where  he  had  this 
-part  of  his  work  done  was  in  a  basement,  and  to  reach  it,  one 
had  to  go  through  a  closet,  apparently  hanging  full  of  clothes, 
and  from  thence  down  a  ladder  to  tlie  room  below.  lie  said 
his  house  had  been  searched  and  examined  by  officers,  but  as 
yet  they  had  not  found  this  lower  room.  After  showing  us 
this  room  and  his  apparatus  for  doing  the  work,  he  took  us 
to  a  very. lonely  spot  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  about  a  mile 
from  the  house,  where  the  ground  was  covered  with  fallen 
timber,  and  a  place  where  no  one  would  ever  think  of  going,' 
unless  he  be  a  himter,  and  then  he  would  rarely  visit  such  a 
desolate  place  as  this.  Here,  at  the  ver}'  highest  point  which 
overlooked  the  Connecticut  Piver,  he  showed'  us  his  room  for 
making  bogus  money  —  a  very  cavern  in  the  rock,  Avith  only  a 
small  aperture  for  a  door,  using  a  flat  stone  for  that  purpose. 
On  removing  this  stone  the  opening  was  large  enough  to  admit 
a  man.  Mr.  Parks,  taking  a  dark  lantern,  entered  the  place, 
and  we  followed  him.  Here  Avas  a  rocky  room,  even  to  the 
floor,  and  here  were  his  tools  and  implements,  with  which  he 
could  imitate  the  coin  of  the  United  States  so  perfectly,  that 
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it  Avas  a  hard  matter  to  detect  it.  I  asked  him  where  his  work- 
men were,  and  he  rephed  that  it  was  too  early  for  them  to 
begin,  for  they  dare  not  have  a  fire ;  but  wdien  they  were  at 
work,  they  always  kept  a  watch  on  tiie  outside.  Yet,  if  we 
would  like  to  see  some  money  made,  he  would  put  things  in 
operation  on  the  morrow.  We  were  glad  of  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  it  done,  and  told  him  so. 

Accordingly,  on  the  next  morning,  before  daylight,  we  took 
our  places  in  the  cave  with  the  four  workmen  —  Boyle,  Daly,. 
Ilogan,  and  Mallory  —  w^here.  we  remained  until  after  dark. 
Mallory  seemed  to  be  the  foreman  of  this  dark  and  dismal 
place,  where  we  spent  the  day  in  eating  and  drinking  rum,  of 
which  wx  had  a  good  supply. 

The  next  day  Parks  gave  ]ne  a  list  of  names  of  the  parties, 
engaged  in  this  rascally  business.  Among  tlio  number  were 
residents  of  ]!>rew  York,  Albany,  Buffalo,  Baltimore,  Kew 
Orleans,  and  many  other  places.  TTc  had  staid  with  our  host 
as  long  as  we  thought  politeness  would  permit  of,  and,  to  con- 
clude our  visit.  Cooper,  Wicks,  and  myself  took  of  Mr.  Parks. 
five  tliousand  dollars  of  his  money  —  a  new  issue  of  paper  cur- 
rency—  paying  him  down  in  part,  and  the  balance  he  let  us 
have  on  time  payments. 

Once  more  we  throQ  took  the  stage  for  Albany,  and  in  pay- 
ing our  fare,  made  our  ne^y  money  available,  and  for  two  or 
three  months  thereafter,  used  it  entirely,  even  paying  our  bills 
at  hotels  with  it,  and  thus  continued  using  it  until  it  was  gone- 
I  will  add  that  we  many  times  exchanged  it  for  good  money. 
^.^  After  remaining  in  Albany  some  time,  we  went  up  to  Troy,, 
then  back  to  Kingston,  and  from  there  to  Poughkecpsie,  ^vhen 
"we  returned  to  Albany  entirely  rid  of  our  counterfeit  money. 
We  had  made  a  good  thing  out  of  it,  and  were  feeling  very 
jolly  over  our  success. 


CIIAPTEK  X. 

I  HAD  TO  TAKE  FKENCII  LEAVE  FROM  ALBANT — ^VICKS  AND  I  GO 
BAILING ^VE  SHIP  FUOM  QUEBEC  FOR  HALIFAX — ilY  ADMIRA- 
TION  AT   A   LARGE    EXPANSE    OF    WATER. 

After  consulting  as  to  our  future  arrangements,  we  concluded 
to  sail  during  the  summer,  and,  knowing  that  Ogles  lived  at 
Ogdensburg,  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  we  could  make  his  house  a 
most  convenient  place  for  storing  our  plunder.  AVc  spent  a, 
night  or  two  in  visiting  with  the  ••boys,"  and  to  learn  of  each 
other  his  whereabouts  during  the  coming  season,  promising  to 
correspond  regularly  with  one  another.  Eut  never  did  the  day 
of  our  final  leave-taking  come,  as  circumstances  made  it  expe- 
dient for  me  to  make  myself  invisible  on  short  notice. 

The  day  on  which  we  were  to  leave  for  Oswego  I  was  on  tlie 
street,  when  I  met  a  good-looking  man,  -who  stopped  and 
looked  ai  me  for  a  moment,  then  said :  '^  You  had  better  leave 
this  citv  verv  soon,  as  vou  are  suspected  of  bcimr  the  man  who 
stole  the  horses  and  carriage  from  here  and  sold  them  in  Penn- 
sylvania.  A  man  living  in  the  place  where  you  sold  th.em  is  in 
the  city,  and  savr  you  pass  on  the  street  yesterday,  and  said,  in 
my  hearing:  ^I  think  that  is  the  man;  in  fact,  I  am  sure  of 
it.'  "  I  was  not  long  in  finding  AVicks  and  telling  him  what 
was  up ;  then  I  took  French  leave,  and  was  soon  on  the  way  to 
Oswego,  vralking  all  day  and  going  into  the  woods  out  of  sight 
to  allow  the  stage  to  pass  me  without  being  seen.  I  had  told 
AVicks  to  vrait  for  me  at  Oswego,  where  he  would  find  me. 

"When  night  came,  I  went  into  a  barn,  saddled  a  iioisc,  and 
rode  till  almost  morning,  and  then  turned  him  loose.  I  walked 
to  the  next  town,  where  I  stopped  to  rest  and  get  something  to 
eat.  The  distance  from  Albany  to  Oswego  being  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  I  was  a  little  over  half-way.     The 
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horse  I  rode  seemed  very  tired,  and  I  was  siire  that  I  was. 
After  resting  an  hour  or  two,  I  started  on,  though  rather 
slowly,  and  kept  that  same  jog  up  until  dark,  when  I  called  at 
another  barn  and  led  out  another  horse,  this  time  being  more 
fortunate  in  getting  a  good  one.  I  done  the  same  with  this 
one  as  with  the  other  —  riding  him  till  almost  day,  and  then 
turning  him  loose  to  look  out  for  liimsolf.  This  night's  ride 
brought  me  not  far  from  Oswego,  Avhere  I  hired  a  man  to  take 
me  into  town. 

On  reaching  there,  I  found  "Wicks  at  the  outskirts  of  the  city, 
awaiting  my  appearance,  and  from  him  I  learned  that  an  olli- 
cer  had  traveled  in  a  stage  all  the  way  from  Albany  to  Oswego 
in  pursuit  of  me,  and  was  still  in  town ;  and,  also,  that  he  had 
left  word  at  several  places  for  them  to  notify  him  in  ca.se  a  man 
answering  to  my  description  came  in  towm. 

Some  distance  from  the  business  part  of  the  city  lived  a  man 
named  Jim  Leroy,  of  whom  the  reader  will  remember  I  have 
previously  made  mention,  and  there  AYicks  and  I  at  once 
repaired,  fortunately  finding  him  at  home,  and  with  him  we 
took  up  our  quartei's.  For  nearly  a  week  I  kept  Wicks  on  the 
street,  acting  as  a  spy,  and  reporting  to  me  each  night  the  say- 
ings and  doings  of  the  people  with  whom  he  could  come  in 
contact  with.  He  ascertained  that  men  had  been  put  on  my 
track  to  Xew  -York,  Boston,  Troy,  and  all  the  principal  cities. 

I  full}^  realized  that  I  was  treading  on  dangerous  ground  any 
where  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  I  determined  to  leave  it 
forthwith.  That  very  night  at  dark,  Wicks  and  I  left  the 
goodly  city  of  Oswego  at  our  backs,  "Wicks  meiely  going  for 
company.  Eefore  leaving,  we  made  an  arrangement  with 
Leroy  to  send  our  trunk  to  Ogdensburg  at  his  earliest  con- 
venience, in  care  of  Luther  Ogles. 

it  was  now  the  latter  part  of  April,  and  the  time  for  a  gen- 
eral opening  of  n?vVigation  was  close  at  hand.  We  thought  it 
best  to  take  the  direction  of  Ogdensbui'g,  and,  being  on  foot, 
we  would  have  to  take  it  leisurely.  It  was  our  intention  to 
sail,  and  with  that  object  in  view,  we  wanted  to  fetch  up  at 
some  port  vrhere  we  could  ship  as  hands  on  board  of  a  boat  as 
soon  as  they  commenced  running. 

When  breakfast  time  came,  we  called  at  a  fa-m-hcuse  and 
7 


98  THE    LIFi:    OF    SILi:    DOTY. 

were  successful  in  getting  a  good  meal,  and  in  hiring  tlic  luan 
to  take  us  to  the  next  vilhige,  \vhicli  Avas  Sackett's  Harbor,  a 
di  tance  of  twenty  miles  from  where  we  started.  It  was  nii^ht 
when  we  reached  there,  making  it  necessary  for  us  to  stop  over 
there  all  night,  which  we  did,  and  remained  within  its  hospit- 
able domains  for  three  days,  looking  around  for  something 
which  might  turn  up  for  our  benetit  in  the  near  future. 

At  last,  being  satisfied  with  our  obsei'vations,  and  with  .the 
intention  of  some  day  returning  there  to  help  some  of  the  rich 
ones  spend  their  surplus  money,  we  took  the  stage  for  Ogdens- 
burg,  a  distance  of  seventy  miles  from  Sackett's  Harbor.  On 
arriving,  we  put  up  at  a  hotel  and  remained  there  for  two 
weeks,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  river  was  entirely  freo 
from  ice  and  boats  had  commenced  running. 

The  reader  will  remember  that  nearly  a  year  before  we  had 
taken  a  boat  to*  convey  our  stolen  goods  to  Ogdensburg,  and 
then  sank  it.  As  we  saw  the  boats  leaving  and  coming  into 
this  harbor,  we  could  not  forbear  thinking  that  one  boat  less 
would  visit  them,  and  that  from  her  deck  the  merry  laugh  and 
song  of  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  devoted  to  pleasure-seeking, 
would  never  again  be  heard.  AVe  were  told  that  great  efl'orts 
were  made  to  find  this  boat,  looking  up  and  down  the  St.  Law- 
rence Eiver,  and  even  seai-ching  the  Gulf  of  the  St.  La^vrence, 
but  no  tidings  ever  reached  them  of  its  whereabouts. 

After  staying  at  the  hotel  for  two  weeks  we  went  to  Ogdens- 
burg, that  we  might  have  a  more  quiet  rest  and  a  better  chance 
for  laying  our  plans  for  f utui^e  operations.  Here  we  had  many 
a  talk  with  Ogles,  trying  to  make  him  more  of  a  man  of  our 
kind  —  one  nearer  our  standard.  His  "  will  was  good,  but  his 
flesh  was  weak."  In  short,  he  lacked  courage  —  a  very  necesr 
sary  trait  of  character  to  have  in  following  our  profession.  He 
aimed  at  being  a  blackleg  of  the  first  ord(3r,  but  came  decidedly 
short  of  it,  just  from  lack  of  the  true  metal. 

Finally,  AVicks  and  I  thought  it  quite  time  to  be  up  and 
doing,  so  bidding  friend  Ogles  good-bye,  we  took  a  boat  for 
Quebec,  from  which  city  we  intended  to  ship  for  the  season, 
and,  on  arriving  there,  as  luck  would  have  it,  we  found  a  vessel 
ready  to  take  on  a  cargo  bound  for  Halifax,  Xova  Scotia.  This 
being  the  very  place  where  I  wanted  to  go,  we  were  not  long 
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in  making  arrangements  with  the  commandhig  olTiccr  of  the 
boat.  ^V<3  shipped  as  first  chiss  sailors,  which,  in  our  own  esti- 
mation, was  true. 

During  the  time  in  which  avc  were  loading  our  vessel,  we 
managed  in  two  or  three  evenings  to  steal  and  carry  on  board 
quite  an  amount  of  goods,  consisting  of  caps  and  cloths  of 
various  kinds,  and  at  every  port  where  we  stopped,  between 
Quebec  and  Halifax,  we  added  to  our  stock,  which,  in  all, 
amounted  to  more  than  our  wa^es. 

Our  boat  being  in  readiness  to  start,  we  moved  out  at  higli 
tide,  and,  having- a  strong  west  wind,  made  good  headway 
down  the  river  until  we  reached  the  Gulf.  At  its  entrance  we 
changed  our  course  a  little  to  the  right,  leaving  the  island  of 
Anticosti  to  our  left.  Being  now  in  the  middle  of  the  Gulf  of 
St.  Lawrence  —  tliis  immense  body  of  water  comprising  ninety 
thousand  square  miles  —  was  a  grand  and  glorious  hour  for  me, 
giving  me  more  pleasure  than  anything  else  I  had  ever  seen, 
and  for  a  time  I  was  almost  persuaded  not  to  steal  any  more, 
but  change  my  course  of  life  entirely,  and  devote  my  whole 
energies  to  the  industrial  pursuits  of  the  waters. 

Passing  on  in  an  easterly  course  for  almost  three  hundred 
miles,  we  came  in  sight  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  haying  New- 
foundland on  our  left  and  Cape  Breton  Island  on  our  right,  the 
distance  between  them  being  about  one  hundred  miles.  Here, 
at  this  great  doorway  of  England  to  British  America,  we  were 
permitted  to  sail  out  into  the  ocean,  and,  to  me  at  that  time,  it 
was  the  greatest  event  of  my  life.  The  thought  was  sublime 
of  being  on  the  Great  Waters,  owned  and  traversed  by  all  the 
world,  and  its  commerce  carried  on  unharmed  and  without 
fears  of  any  kind.  I  was  perfectly  delighted  with  the  sur- 
roundings of  a  sailor's  life,  and  fully  resolved  to  become  a 
sailor  of  the  sea,  and,  being  perfectly  indiflerent  about  my 
home,  I  had  not  the  least  inclination  to  stay  on  land  or  to  work 
on  it. 

Our  vessel  was  headed  for  Halifax  and  making  good  time. 
We  soon  glided  over  the  waters  — a  distance  of  three  hundred 
miles  — along  the  coast  of  Xova  Scotia,  and  were  soon  landed 
at  the  form.er  place,  a  large  and  flourishing  city,  with  its  inhabi- 
tants mostly  composed  of  English  and  Erench.     Eroni  a  com- 
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mercial  standpoint,  Halifax  is  preeminently  first  class,  both  as 
regards  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Vessels  from  Boston 
and  ^e\v  York,  and  Canada  also,  stop  there,  it  being  on  the 
great  line  of  trade  between  all  nations. 

After  unloading  our  vessel,  we  were  paid  off,  and  in  a  few 
days  thereafter  we  sliii)ped  on  board  a  merchantman  bound  for 
Liverpool,  England.  AVicks  and  I  put  our  trunk  on  board  the 
ship  two  days  previous  to  starting  out,  in  order  to  give  us  an 
oj^portunity  to  increase  our  stock  of  merchandise.  We  visited 
several  stores,  taking  only  sucli  clothing  as  was  mostly  worn  by 
sailors,  hats,  caps,  knives,  dirks,  and  pistols,  amounting  to  about 
three  hundred  dollars,  which  did  not  include  two  fine  English 
silver  watches  which  we  took  from  a  show-case,  where  they 
had  been  put  for  the  purpose  of  display  to  passers-by.  The 
wAy  in  which  we  accomplished  this  little  theft  was  as  follows: 
"Wicks  and  I  came  up  to  the  show-case  in  opposite  directions, 
he  coming  in  advance  of  me  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
"watches.  lie  was  talking  with  the  owner  about  buying  them, 
and,  as  I  came  up,  he  laid  them  down,  wdien  I  took  them  up, 
and,  at  one  bound,  ran  into  a  dark  alley  and  down  to  another 
street,  turning  corners  occasionally,  at  tiie  same  time  pulling 
off  mv  whiskers  and  wi^::,  and  w^hen  I  came  out  on  the  street, 
I  w^as  not  in  appearance  the  man  they  were  looking  for.  At 
10  o'clock  Wicks  and  I  went  aboard  of  the  ship,  taking  care  to 
hide  the  v\'atches  among  the  ship's  cargo,  instead  of  in  our 
trunk,  for  fear  we  might  be  searched  before  leaving  port. 

In  Halifax  I  found  men  of  our  set,  some  of  them  dressed  in 
the  plainest  of  farmer's  clothing;  others  in  broadcloth,  with 
any  amount  of  style  in  their  make-up,  pla\'ing  the  gentleman 
and  attracting  the  attention  of  the  victim,  while  the  farmer-like 
rogue  in  appearance  done  the  stealing.  A  lively  business  of 
this  kind  was  carried  on  in  all  the  seaport  towns  along  the 
coast. 

The  next  dav  at  10  o'clock  we  were  to  sail,  and  to  ascertain 
if  there  was  any  noise  made  about  the  watches,  I  sent  Wicks 
up  town  to  see.  It  was  said  that  all  the  officers  in  the  city  had 
been  engaged  to  hunt  up  the  thief,  and  they  had  arrested  one 
man  who  they  thought  was  the  one,  he  having  dark  hair  and 
"whiskers  and  about  my  size.     The  officers  r.ook  Wicks  to  the 
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jail  to  see  if  he  could  recognize  him,  which  he  done  very  easily, 
and  expressed  to  them  his  great  pleasure  in  being  of  use  in 
bringing  this  thief  to  justice.  lie  also  informed  them  where  he 
coukl  bo  found  Avhenever  they  needed  his  services  in  court, 
knowing  well  that  he  was  to  leave  port  that  very  day.  AYicks' 
testimony  alone  being  necessary  to  convict,  and  ho  not  to  be 
found,  the  man  was  probably  cleared. 
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CIIAPTEPw  XL 

WE     SHIP    FOR     EUKOPE  —  ARRIVAL    AT    LIVERPOOL  —  WE    SOON    GET 

ACQUAINTED 1    TAKE   THE    "  BOYS  "    OUT    TO    SHOW    THEM    HOW 

MY    KEYS    WORK RORBERY    OF   AN    OLD    JEW WE    TURN    OUR 

AITENTION    TO     HORSE-STEALING OFF    FOR    LONDON WE    VISIT 

DOVER. 

At  10:30  o'clock  our  ship  weighed  anchor,  unfurled  her  sails 
'to  the  breeze,  and  was  oiF,  nuiking  a  line  r,ppearance,  sitting 
upon  the  waters  like  a  thing  of  life,  and  moving  northward 
along  the  banks  of  Xova  Scotia  and  Newfoundland  at  the  rate 
of  ten  or  fifteen  knots  per  hour.  Tlie  ''Atlantic'^  Avas  a  ship 
not  easily  beaten.  Long  before  dark  the  shores  of  Xorth 
America  were  lost  to  our  view  by  the  circular  form  of  the 
globe. 

Wo  disposed  of  all  of  our  goods  between  Halifax  and  Liver- 
pool, selling  them  at  low  prices.  The  watches  we  appropriated 
to  our  own  use,  finding  them  a  g.reat  deal  of  company  in  the 
lonely  VN'atches  of  the  night,  where  we,  with  the  other  sailors, 
had  to  take  our  turn  at  the  wheel,  and  when  we  v/ent  aloft,  on 
hearing  from  the  captain  or  mate  ^'Larboard  vratch,  ahoy!" 
In  some  of  the  hardest  storms  I  was  at  the  })Ost  of  duty,  both 
day  and  night,  and  done  my  part  well. 

"  Life  on  the  ocean  wave  "  has  at  least  one  good  feature  to 
recommend  it  to  the  wayward  and  to  one  given  over  to  vice, 
as  there  being  no  chance  to  commit  an}'-  great  mischief  or 
crime,  as  there  is  no  way  of  hiding  it  on  board  of  ship.     So  p 

Wicks  and  I  had  to  content  ourselves  with  the  prospect  of  ' 

making  a  big  haul  in  Liverpool.  Having  our  pockets  well 
lined  with  the  "  one  thing  needful,"  we  could  remain  in  the 
city  as  long  as  we  chose  and  carry  out  any  plan  of  which  our 
prolific  brain  might  conceive.  ^  • 
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The  day  came  at  last  when  our  eyes  would  be  ^^a-eeted  with  a 
sight  of  the  Old  World.  At  the  announcement  of  ''land  in 
sight,"  all  eyes  were  turned  in  that  direction,  and  behold,  the 
coast  of  Ireland  was  in  view;  then  Channel  Islands,  and  next 
Land's  End,  which  is  the  southern  point  of  England.  AVe  then 
passed  up  St.  George's  Channel,  with  Ireland  on  our  left,  and 
England  and  Wales  to  our  right,  until  we  entered  the  Irish 
Sea,  which  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  miles  from  east  to 
west.  Passing  to  the  left  of  the  Island  of  AngJesea,  and  taking 
a  square  turn  to  the  right  due  east  seventy-live  miles,  we  were 
in  Liverpool  harbor. 

The  city  is  situated  on  the  east  shore  of  the  Irish  Sea,  at  the 
mouth  of  ]\rersey  Eiver,  conveniently  located  for  trade  with 
Ireland,  Wales,  and  Scotland. 

Moving  up  to  one  of  the  principal  docks,  our  boat  was  soon 
made  fast,  and  all  the  hands  were  allowed  to  go  on  shore  for  a 
night  of  rest  and  recreation,  which  made  us  exceedingly  happy 
after  this  long  and  somewhat  tedious  journey  on  the  water. 
In  five  01'  six  days  our  boat  was  unloaded,  we  liad  received  our 
little  pittance,  and  we  were  once  more  free  to  follow  wherever 
fancy  led.  Wicks  and  I  made  u])  our  minds  to  remain  long 
enough  on  foreign  shores  to  become  familiar  v/ith  English 
nobility,  if  possible,  but  more  particularly  with  the  haunts  of 
vice,  of  Avhich  we  felt  that  Great  Britain  possessed  its  share. 
To  further  our  purpose,  we  took  quarters  among  the  lowest 
class  in  a  remote  part  of  the  city,  not  so  much  for  the  purpose 
of  economizing,  as  to  enable  us  the  more  readily  and  quickly  to 
become  acquainted  with  the  worst  phase  of  society  as  it  existed 
in  Liverpool.  Our  desires  were  soon  gratified,  after  learning 
that  we  -were  from  the  Xew  World,  for  they  had  been  taught 
to  revere  Americans,  even  at  cost  to  themselves;  so,  by  nearly 
all,  we  received  the  hand  of  fellowship. 

Occasionally,  a  self-conceited  lord  or  duke,  with  a  red  face 
and  nose,  and  a  very  corpulent  body,  but  with  a  small  recepta- 
cle for  brains,  would  pass  us  by  with  a  contemptuous  sneer; 
but  of  tliese  there  were  very  few.  There  was  another  cL-lss  of 
whom  I  will  speak,  as  being  little  inferior  devils,  with  hands 
and  limbs  resembling  in  size  those  of  an  American  grassliopper, 
with  a  chest  absut  as  wide  as  a  half-grown  rabbit,  and  with 
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starched  shirt,  vest,  and  pants,  and  in  their  hands  they  carried 
a  cane,  which  they  never  used,  nor  could  not  learn  to.  I  have 
seen  them  rattling  up  and  down  the  market  places  and  public 
thorough fai'es,  as  though  the  very  life  of  all  England  depended 
on  their  great  and  immediate  activity.  This  last  class  of  indi- 
viduals never  had  anything  of  value,  save  it  might  be  a  watch- 
chain  and  cane. 

Another  caste  of  characters  I  will  mention,  who  were  descend- 
ants of  the  Scotch,  men  of  large  hearts,  and  many  of  them  had 
fine  talents ;  yet  they  were  enraged,  and  had  become  hardened 
by  the  tyranny  of  England  over  Ireland  and  Scotland.  They 
were  the  equals  in  crime  of  Captain  Xidd  and  Kobinhood. 
There  was  nothing  too  daring  for  them  to  undertake,,  yet  they 
were  far  from  being  cunning  and  successful  thieves.  The  Jews 
of  England  are  the  most  natural  and  best  educated  thieves  in 
the  world.  We  were  slow  in  making  tlie  acquaintance  of  these 
men,  they  being  very  careful  and  discreet  in  every  v/ay. 

After  canvassing  the  matter  thoroughly,  we  decided  to  remain 
in  England  all  summer  and  pursue  our  usual  occupation  —  that 
of  stealing  horses  —  hoping  to  make  it  as  lucrative  a  business 
here  as  I  had  in  America.  Horse  stealing  had  not  been  prac- 
ticed in  England  to  any  great  extent,  which  would  be  t/O  my 
advantage,  as  I  might  make  some  good  haiils  before  they  would 
find  out  what  was  going  on. 

In  England  were  some  of  the  most  splendid  horses  I  had  ever 
seen,  and  thoroughly  broken  to  the  saddle.  They  were  trained 
to  jump  fences  and  ditches,  with  a  rider,  and  could  do  it  with 
perfect  ease.  It  was  necessary  for  us,  in  the  first  place,  to  find 
a  man  with  whom  we  could  cooperate,  the  third  person  being 
indispensable  to  success. 

One  day,  while  standing  at  the  door  of  one  of  the  principal 
business  houses,  three  men  came  along,  and  while  two  of  them 
were  attracting  the  attention  of  the  inmates,  the  other  one 
started  off  with  a  bolt  of  cloth.  At  the  distance  of  a  square  or 
two  they  met,  and  we  followed  slowly  behind  them,  until  they 
stopped  at  their  place  of  rendezvous.  It  proved  to  be  a  board- 
ing-house of  the  second  order,  and  on  seeing  the  sign,  vrQ 
stopped  and  ask-ed  for  board  and  lodging,  to  which  we  were 
accommodated,  an  English  lady  showing  us  our  room,  and 
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saying  that  slie  kept  none  but  first  class  oruesLs  in  her  house; 
also,  tliat  most  of  the  Americans  stopped  with  her  on  their 
arrival  in  Liverpool.  On  coniin.o;  to  a  large,  airy  room,  luiving 
a  window  which  overlooked  a  wing  of  the  main  building,  and 
which  was  not  more  than  twelve  feet  from  the  frround,  we  saw 
at  a  glance  that  if  at  any  time  we  were  in  a  hurry  and  did  not 
choose  to  wait  to  open  doors,  we  w^ould  have  a  quick  and  easy 
egress  through  this  window.  Seeing  this  great  advantage,  we 
engaged  the  room,  and  on  the  same  day  moved  our  trunk,  etc. 

I  at  once  made  myself  known  to  the  man  who  stole  the  bolt 
of  cloth,  and  soon  became  his  confidential  friend ;  also,  about 
twenty  others  of  the  same  stripe.  Yv'atching  these  men  a  few 
days,  I  made  a  selection  of  four.  These  I  invited  to  our  room 
and  proposed  a  plan  of  operations  to  them,  wi)ich  was  satis- 
factory. It  was  this :  To  constitute  ourselves  a  company  of 
six  (Wicks  and  I,  with  the  four  completing  it),  and  to  enter 
into  an  agreement  to  make  an  equal  division  of  all  the  })rocceds 
we  might  gain  in  following  our  profession,  after  pay i rig  all  the 
expenses.  One  of  these  men  was  a  Frenchman  by  biitli,  the 
other  three  mixed — Scotch  and  English.  Tiie.se  men  were  from 
twenty-eight  to  tji.irty  years  old,  strongly  built,  and  })osse.-:-ed 
gre^wt  courage.  The  capital  stock  invested  in  this  coiuiany  vras 
our  hands  and  brains.  After  the  company  ^>-as  formed  and  the 
business  completed,  the  roll  vras  called  every  morning,  and  we 
insisted  on  every  member  being  present  to  respond  to  his  name, 
of  which  a  list  was  kept,  viz.:  Wicks,  Doiy,  }i[artin.  Bender, 
Kuggles,  and  L?J'ue,  the  last  named  being  liie  Frenchman, 
'Whom  I  judged  to  be  a  Une  scholar,  he  speaking  three  or  four 
languages,  and  his  pronunciation  being  good. 

"VA^e  commenced  doing  duty  in  the  city  of  Liverpool,  and,  on 
starting  out,  thought  it  bost  to  make  a  beginning  in  a  remote 
part  of  the  tovrn.  My  keys  were  a  great  curiosity  to  these 
men,  they  never  having  seen  the  like  before,  and  were  still 
more  surprised  on  seeing  me  unlock  several  shops  with  ease  on 
our  first  night  out.  We  pilfered  the  several  stores  visited  of 
different  kinds  of  goods  until  we  had  all  we  could  carry  away, 
leaving  everything  locked  just  as  we  found  it.  We  got  lifty 
dollars  in  money  and  three  hundi-ed  and  eighty  dollars'  worth 
of  goods,  or  that  was  the  amount  we  received  for  them,  though 
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not  their  full  value.  In  selling  stolen  goods,  one  Liis  to  be  very 
discreet,  or  it  will  be  the  means  of  betraying  the  thief,  and  for 
this  reason  we  sold  them  to  a  Jew  who  dealt  in  that  class  of 
goods,  he  paying  his  own  price,  and  who  hired  men  to  supply 
him,  as  far  as  possible,  with  this  kind  of  stock.  lie  liad  dealt 
in  this  wav  year  after  year,  and,  bein^  like  manv  of  the  Jews — 
very  penurious — we  felt  very  sure  that  he  must  have  a  large 
amount  of  money  laid  aside,  and,  by  close  watching,  we  ascer- 
tained, as  nearly  as  one  could,  that  his  money  was  secreted  in 
his  own  dwelling.  This  money  he  had  acquired  from  the  great 
risks  men  of  our  ilk  had  run  in  getting  into  dangerous  places, 
and  then  only  half  paying  them  for  their  goods. 

.AYe  resolved  to  assist  him  in  making  a  more  equal  division  of 
his  riches.  He  lived  a  mile  from  the  business  part  of  the  city, 
and,  after  business  houi's,  and  often  quite  late,  alwaj's  went 
home  in  a  hack,  and  wiien  it  was  supposed  he  had  a  larger 
amount  of  money  with  him  than  usual,  he  was  generally  accom- 
panied by  one  of  his  clerks  as  a  sort  of  safeguard.  It  \vas 
finally  settled  that  I  should  look  up  the  condition  and  location 
of.  affairs,  in  order  to  prepare  the  way  for  u^  to  cariy  out  our 
plans.  To  achieve  this,  I  went  to  his  house  night  after  night, 
until  I  became  fully  convinced  in  w^hat  part  of  the  house  and 
the  very  room  in  Avhich  he  kept  his  money.  The  house  was 
.usually  in  darkness,  but  occasionally  a  glimm.er  of  liglit  might 
be  seen  in  the  low^er  part.  On  the  arrival  home  of  this  old 
Jew,  however,  a  light  w^ould  soon  be  seen  ^vending  its  way  to 
the  attic  or  garret,  where  I  was  convinced  the  money  was  hid, 
and  that  he  slept  in  this  room  to  guard  it.  It  ^vas  often  12 
and  1  ox-lock  at  night  when  he  came  home. 

To  secure  this  money  we  must,  in  the  first  j^lace,  devise  a 
plan  by  which  we  could  mount  from  the  ground  to  the  attic 
on  the  outside  of  the  building,  and  which  was  no  small  distance, 
but  the  exact  mim.ber  ^A  feet  I  could  not  tell.  A  ladder  was 
our  first  thouglit,  and  to  get  one  of  sufficient  length  we  feared 
would  not  bo  easy,  and  after  looking  thoroughly  in  that 
vicinity,  had  to  give  it  up.  My  failure  I  reported  to  our  com- 
pany, and  we  decided  to  buy  one,  I  having  ihc  height  in  my 
"mind's  eye"  from  ground  to  attic,  and  thought  I  could  judge 
as  to  the  lenfrth  of  a  ladder  needed. 
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On  the  night  before  the  one  selected  to  make  the  ivdcl,  wo 

procured  a  ladder  and  hired  a  dray  to  take  it  after  dark  not  far 
from  the  place  where  we  were  to  use  it.     At  11  o'clock  on  the 
next  nightj  ^Fartin,  Wicks,  and  myself  were  on  the  ground, 
while  Larue  and  a  half  dozen  others  Avere  at  his  store,  enter- 
taining him  splendidly  with  all  the  exploits  and  "hair-breadth 
escapes''  they  had  ever  heard  of,  keeping  tlie  old  Jew  there  till 
about  1  o'clock.     As  soon  as  the  lateness  of  the  evening  would 
permit,  we  hoisted  our  ladder  (which  proved  to  be  just  the 
thing)  to  the  window  in  the  attic,  and  we  were  there  very  soon 
also.     The  window  was  not  a  large  one,  and  was  protected  by 
having  wooden  slats  nailed  across  it.     These  we  soon  had  off 
and  a  light  of  glass  taken  out,  when  I  reached  in  and  found 
that  the  window  frame  hung  on  one  side  by  hinges,  and  was 
fastened  by  a  wooden  button,  which  I  turned,  and  the  window 
'Swung  back,  admitting  Martin  and  I  without  any  difficulty. 
The  room  impressed  us  unfavorably  at  once,  and  to  those  who 
were  accustomed  to  having  females  take   charge  of  rooms, 
would  know  in  an  instant,  from  the  very  dirty  and  untidy 
appearance  of  everything,  and  the  disagreeable  odor  and  musty 
^mell,  that  a  woman  scarcely,  if  ever,  entered  that  den.     Our 
observations  of  this  kind  were  made  very  hastily,  the  greatest 
object  of  curiosity  and  the  most  interesting  to  us  just  then 
being  the  old' chest  sitting  in  one  corner,  and  which  we  knew 
contained  the  hidden  treasure  we  were  seeking.     I  had  come 
prepared  for  any  emergency,  bringing  all  my  tools  and  keys, 
and  it  was  very  lucky  I  had  a  saw  and  gimlet,  as  I  found,  to 
my  great  annoyance,  that  none  of  my  keys  would  fit  in  the 
lock  of  this  old   chest.     This  remarkable  piece  of  furniture 
must  have  been  made  in  the  palmy  days  of  Jerusalem,  from  the 
great  quantity  of  timber  used  in  its  construction.     However,  I 
had  not  so  great  an  objection  to  the  quantity  as  to  the  quality 
of  the  wood  when  I  came  to  use  the  saw,  which  I  found  to  be 
necess-ary  when  rny  keys  failed  to  do  their  duty.     Fortunately, 
the  saw  was  sharp-pointed  and  in  good  order,  and  by  first  bor- 
ing a  hole  half-an-inch  in  diameter  to  admitthe  point  of  the 
saw,  I  soon  had  the  lock,  which  was  about  six  inches  square, 
out  of  the  way,  and  the  lid  raised  of  the  '^old  curiosity  shop," 
for  such  it  really  proved  to  be. 
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To  give  the  reader  a  full  and  complete  description  ®f  this 
chest,  as  Martin  and  I  saw  it  (he  holding  the  light),  would 
require  too  much  space,  so  I  will  but  sketch  it  as  it  appeared  to 
us  in  the  hasty  glance  we  only  had  to  devote  to  it,  fearing  to 
hear  the  alarm  sounded  by  Wicks  of  approaching  danger. 

The  interior  of  this  box  or  chest  was  composed  of  different 
compartments  or  tills,  each  one  containing  its  own  peculiar 
kind  of  money,  or  other  articles  of  interest.  One  contained 
crowns,  another  half-crowns,  and  still  another  eagles,  and  in 
the  next  guineas.  In  another  place  we  found  papers  broug-ht 
from  Jerusalem  at  the  time  and  containing  an  account  of  the 
Pilgrimage  of  the  Jews.  There  were  plates  of  silver,  and  a- 
broken  spear  or  javelin,  hke  those  I  had  seen  in  pictures  carried 
by  Pharaoh  and  his  host,  and  used  at  the  time  of  the  cruci- 
fixion of  our  Savior. 

AVhile  Martin  and  I  were  looking  at  these  ancient  relics,  we 
were  startled  by  hearing  the  sharp  whistle  of  "vVicks,  our  picket 
(whom  we  had  chosen  to  stand  guard  outside),  and,  hurriedly 
tying  up  the  gold  and  silver  in  tvro  cotton  handkerchiefs,  we 
went  down  the  ladder,  with  no  time  to  spare,  for,  as  the  old 
Jew  came  in  at  the  front  of  his  enclosure,  we  vrent  out  at  the 
back  gate.  AYe  were  just  in  time,  too,  for  Vricks'  signal  had 
aroused  the  Mrs.  Jew  of  the  house,  but  a  little  too  late,  how- 
ever, to  be  of  any  benefit  to  her. 

We  were  not  long  in  getting  to  our  headquarters,  reaching-- 
there  in  advance  of  the  rest  of  the  company.  Xot  waiting  for 
their  return,  Martin,  ^yicks,  and  I  proceeded  at  once  to  count 
our  money,  and  found  that  we  were  twenty-nine  hundred  dol- 
lars richer  than  we  were  only  a  few  hours  before.  This  was 
makino:  a  fortune  fast.  Yerv  soon  Eu;2:ii:les  and  Bender  came 
in  with  their  night's  earnings,  amounting  to  two  hundred  dol- 
lars, which,  added  to  ours,  made  thirty-one  hundred  dollars. 
Very  good  pay,  we  thought,  for  one  night's  work.  Larue  came 
in  just  as  we  had  finished  counting,  but  went  out  again  to  pro- 
cure a  bottle  of  brandy,  of  which  we  all  drank.  AYe  had  a 
most  merry  time  over  our  good  luck.  After  enjoying  ourselves 
to  our  hearts'  content,  Martin  took  the  money  and  buried  it  in 
the  back-yard,  himself  only  knowing  where,  and  it  remained 
there  some  days  before  vre  made  a  division  of  it  among  the 
company. 
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After  resting  a  few  days,  ^Yicks  and  I  proceeded  to  London, 
bent  on  stealing  horses.  This  great  city  was  famous  for  its 
fine  horses,  and  we  knew  they  could  well  afford  to  spare  us  a 
few  of  theiii.  Martin  gave  us  references  to  men  of  our  own 
standing  in  life,  and  in  this  wonderful  city  of  the  old  world  we 
felt  ourselves  at  homo,  and  were  soon  surrounded  by  friends  on 
all  sides  of  us. 

From  London  to  the  Straits  of  Dover  is  sixty  miles,  and 
across  the  straits  thirty-one  miles,  is  France,  the  straits  separat- 
ing these  two  countries.  My  object  was  to  steal  a  large  num- 
ber of  horses,  take  them  across  into  France,  and  there  sell 
them.  I  found  a  man  in  London  who  was  willing  to  help  me 
get  them  over,  and  also  assist  me  in  getting  them  into  market, 
for  a  reasonable  price.  He  told  ri3.e  where  I  would  find  a  man 
who  owned  large  stables,  where  I  could  put  any  number  of 
horses  with  perfect  safety.  I  soon  found  a  way  to  make  the 
acquaintance  of  this  gentleman,  and  I  was  well  pleased  with 
his  arrangements,  both  as  to  the  comfort  and  security  of  the 
horses  which  I  might  find  it  to  my  convenience  to  consign  to 
his  care. 

Having  attended  to  this  business,  Wicks  and  I  started  back 
to  Liverpool  in  the  best  of  spirits,  where  vv^o  could  consult  with 
the  rest  of  the  gang  as  to  what  part  of  the  country  we  would 
be  the  most  liable  to  find  the  best  horses. 

Finally,  we  determined  to  take  a  boat  for  the  north  of  Eng- 
land or  the  south  of  Scotland,  across  the  Irish  Sea,  to  a  point, 
I  think,  near  the  line  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Gretna  (xreen, 
on  the  Frith  of  Solway.  Arriving  hero,  we  hired  horses,  each 
going  in  a  different  direction,  looking  up  a  hunting-ground  on 
which  to  collect  our  stock.  At  the  expiration  of  three  days 
we  were  all,  according  to  agreement,  to  report  at  the  place 
from  which  we  started.  At  the  appointed  tim.e  we  were  on 
hand  with  our  plunder,  having  secured  eight  horses.  I  seemed 
more  fortunate  than  the  others,  having  found  a  span  of  bays 
worth  one  thousand  dollars.  They  were  finely  equipped  with 
saddles  and  bridles,  and  were  owned  by  a  wealchy  nobleman  of 
that  vicinity.  Wicks  also  found  a  span  in  the  same  neighbor- 
hood, a  little  nearer  to  the  place  where  we  intended"  to  go. 
The  othei^s  had  only  succeeded  in  getting  one  each.    My  span 
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of  horses  were  within  twenty  miles  of  Ahiwick,  a  point  on  the 
east  and  north  of  EngUmd,  and  not  far  from  the  banks  of  the 
German  Ocean. 

Our  place  of  rendezvous  was  to  bo  at  the  headwaters  of 
Swale  Itiver,  at  the  foot  of  the  Cumsreau  ^fountains.  It  was 
agreed  between  us  that  the  first  ones  there  should,  in  the  night, 
look  up  a  place  where  we  could  conceal  and  feed  our  horses. 
This  duty  devolved  on  Wicks  and  I,  we  being  there  several 
hours  in  advance  of  the  remaining  four.  Their  horses  were  not 
as  fleet  as  ours,  yet  they  ^vere  good  travelers  and  good  horses 
also.  After  securing  my  horses,  I  went  where  AVicks  was 
getting  his  ready  for  flight,  when  a  man,  an  English  groom,  as 
we  ascertained,  came  rushing  toward  us.  I  knocked  him  down 
with  my  American  billy,  and  we  left  him  lying  still,  not  even 
stopping  long  enough  to  send  for  a  doctor  to  look  after  the 
poor  fellow.  Our  horses  possessing  great  powers  of  endurance, 
and  lleet  as  the  Avind,  we  were  not  long  in  reaching  the  foot  of 
the'  mounta.in,  and,  taking  them  a  little  to  one  side,  tied 
them,  Wicks  standing  guard  at  the  bridge,  while  I  found  the 
trail  leadin.g  up  the  mountain,  described  to  me  by  Martin,  who, 
in  company  with  Bender  on  a  previous  thieving  expedition, 
had  occasion  to  travel  the  mountain  trail. 

After  looking  up  a  place  on  the  side  of  the  mountain  where 
our  horses  cou.ld  graze,  I  came  back  and  took  one  span  at  a 
time  to  the  spot  I  h^id  selected,  which  kept  me  busy  the  balance 
of  the  night.  I  secured  them  well,  and  then  returned  to  the 
brido;e  vrhere  Vv'icks  was  holding:  forth.  It  was  now  verf;-infr 
on  day,  and  our  comrades  had  failed  to  put  in  an  appearance 
"svitli  their  four  horses,  saddles,  bridles,  and  saddle-bags.  Let 
me  say  right  here  that  we  all  had  taken  the  precaution  to  fur- 
nish ourselves  at  Liverpool  with  a  pair  of  stylish  English  sad- 
dle-bags, a  flask  of  brandy,  and  enough  unison  cakes  to  last  us 
on  a  pinch  for  three  or  four  days.  ^ 

Standing  there  on  the  bridge,  with  our  eyes  turned  toward 
the  east,  v/e  saw  by  the  appearance  of  the  sky  that  dawn  Avas 
approaching,  and  anxiously  we  listened  to  every  sound,  in 
hopes  to  hear  our  friends  coming  in  the  distance.  Being  stran- 
gers in  the  country,  we  felt  as  if  we  were  in  a  tight  place,  with 
stolen  propert^^  on  our  hands  and  no  guide,  and  without  a 
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friend  nearer  than  London,  a  distance  of  two  hnndrcd  and 
sixty  miles,  with  whom  we  could  stop  in  safety.  AVc  iiad  spent 
the  greater  part  of  the  forenoon  in  the  best  way  we  could,  I 
trvini^  to  console  Wicks  b\^  tellinir  him  '*  what  a  d — n  fine 
figure  he  would  cut,  swinging  on  an  English  gallows;  that  it 
would  make  an  interesting  article  for  the  papers,  describing,  in 
their  fluent  way,  the  appearance  on  the  gallows  of  two  horse 
thieves,  caught  and  hung  three  thousand  miles  from  home,  for 
the  very  small  offence  of  taking  four  halters  with  horses  tied 
to  one  end  of  them." 

In  the  midst  of  this  hilarity  we  heard  in  the  north  the  sound 
of  approaching  horses,  and  in  a  few  moments  four  men  rode  up 
on  hoi-seback,  ^Martin  leading  one,  making  nine  hi  all,  including 
ours.  They  did  not  tarry,  but  hastily  took  the  trail  leading  to 
our  horses.  On  looking  around,  vre  found  a  better  and  more 
secluded  place  for  our  stock  than  I  was  able  to  find  in  the 
darkness,  feed  growini^  plentifully  here.  ^VQ  stripped  bark 
from  the  trees,  with  which  we  tied  the  horses  in  such  a  way 
that  they  could  eat  the  grass  that  grew  in  such  abundance. 
Knowing  that  we  must  keep  moving,  we  searched  and  found*,  a 
new  road  leading  from  our  mountain  fastness  farther  to  the  south. 

In  the  afternoon  one  of  our  men  took  his  place  near  the  road 
to  ascertain,  if  he  could,  whether  we  were  being  pursued.  Late 
in  the  afternoon  he  I'cturned,  bringing  us  the  good  news  that 
he  had  not  seen  any  one  pass  that  way,  and  novr,  feeling  safe, 
we  put  thin.^s  in  shape  for  starting.  Very  soon  thereafter  we 
mio-ht  have  been  seen  wend  In  (^  our  wav  dovrn.  the  mountain 
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side,  and  at  dark  ^vere  on  the  main  road,  Martin  and  I  taking 
the  lead.  It  vs  as  our  intention,  if  possible,  to  make  a  distance 
of  sixty-five  miles  tlua  night,  which,  should  we  succeed  in 
doin^ir,  would  put  one  hundred  miles  between  our  horses  and 
their  foriii^n*  owners,  an  object  very  much  to  be  desired  by  us. 
At  12  o'clock  that  night,  Martin  and  I  stopped  at  a  farm- 
house and  stole  some  grain,  and  treated  all  of  our  horses  to  a 
good  free  lunch.  As  good  luck  would  have  it,  we  met  only 
one  man  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening,  he  crossing  our  pa.tli 
at  right  angles.  We  told  him  we  had  been  on  ^'a  hunt,'-  on 
horseback,  which  was  a  very  common  thing  to  do  in  those  days 
in  England.  He  never  seemed  to  notice  the  absence  of  our 
hunting  equipments,  dogs,  or  rifles. 
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On  the  next  morning  we  stopped  on  one  of  the  branches  of 
the  river  Air,  not  many  miles  from  the  city  of  Leeds,  buo 
before  reaching  there  we  procured  some  grain  for  our  horses, 
of  which  they  were  very  mucli  in  need  of. 

All  that  day  we  remained  in  a  forest  without  being  discoverea 
by  any  one,  and  during  that  time  we  agreed  to  divide  our  com- 
pany into  twos,  to  be  so  observed  when  we  should  start  again. 
Our  rations  were  getting  short,  and  we  knew  we  would  soon 
be  obliged  to  make  a  raise  of  some  edibles;  even  our  brandy 
was  gone.  That  night,  while  passing  between  Iluddersfield 
and  Sheffield,  we  discovered  a  low  ranche,  and,  riding  slowly 
by,  we  could  see  that  they  sold  liquor.  Calling  to  our  party  to 
wait,  Martin  and  I  went  back  and  got  some  brandy  and  a  little 
something  to  eat,  quite  enough  to  stay  our  stomachs  until 
morning.  As  was  our  usual  practice  about  midnight,  we 
filched  some  grain  for  our  horses. 

Being  about  one  hundred  and  sixty-live  miles  from  the  place 
where  we  had  taken  the  horses,  we  thought  by  divkling  up  and 
riding  some  distance  apart,  there  could  bo  no  danger  in  travel- 
ing in  day  time ;  so,  contrary  to  our  usual  custom  of  seeking  a 
hidin<T:-])lace  at  davli£i'ht,  v/e  were  ridino-  slowlv  aloncr  on  the 
banks  of  the  Derwent  liiver,  and  here,  a  bit  after  sunrise,  we 
stopped  at  an  inn,  fed  our  horses,  took  breakfast,  and  rested 
both  man  and  beast.  There  was  some  staring  by  those  in  the 
hotel  on  seeing  six  men,  with  nine  blooded  horses,  ride  up  and 
dismount,  giving  over  the  reins  to  the  hostler  to  have  them 
attended  to.  To  allay  any  suspicion  vrhich  might  arise,  we 
told  them  we  had  been  to  the  north  on  '*  a  hunt,"  and  were 
returning,  our  dogs  and  guns  coming  on  in  the  rear  in  a  wagon. 
This  was  satisfactory. 

Fearing  they  might  think  our  hunting  equipments  a  long 
time  in  reaching  us,  vre  thought  it  best  not  to  tarry  too  long, 
moved  on  in  the  direction  of  Leicester,  where  we  arrived  in 
time  to  put  up  for  the  night,  one  coming  after  the  other,  that 
we  might  not  excite  suspicion.  In  the  morning  we  felt  like 
new  men,  being  perfectly  rested  and  our  minds  relieved  some- 
what by  the  almost  certainty  that  here  we  were  beyond  the 
possibility  of  detection. 

After  a  late  breakfast  we  resumed  our  journey  in  the  same 
Indian  file  fashion  in  which  we  came — a  mile  or  so  apart — and 
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•in  this  way  ^Ye  rode  into  Naseby,  wliero  we  stopped  for  dinner 
and  to  feed  our  animals.  This  being  over,  we  r®de  out  of 
town  in  the  same  way,  and  some  little  time  after  dark,  wo 
reached  Be^lford,  a  place  forty- five  miles  from  the  great  metropo- 
lis of  the  British  government. 

With  us  we  had  nine  stolen  horses,  yet  our  egotism  being 
great,  we  fully  believed  our  six  men  would  compare  favorably 
in  honesty  with  the  ring-leaders  of  the  British  Parliament. 

At  Bedford  we  remained  all  night,  and,  in  the  morning,  after 
partaking  of  our  chocolate,  had  our  horses  fmely  groomed,  and 
brushed  up  our  own  hair  and  clothes,  in  order  to  aj^pear  at  our 
best,  as  we  would  soon  ride  into  London,  the  greatest  city  in 
the  world.  TTe  arrived  at  the  latter  place  at  9  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  and  put  up  on  the  east  side  of  the  Biver  Thames, 
where  Martin  had  directed  Wicks  and  I  to  go  the  fli^t  time  we 
visited  London.  We  stabled  our  horses  here,  where  we  knew 
they  would  have  good  care  and  feed,  and,  withal,  be  perfectly 
safe  and  away  from  all  curious  eyts,  Martin  being  the  only  one 
of  our  number  to  go  to  the  barn  to  look  after  them. 

While  our  horses  were  being  prepared  and  sleeked  up  for 
sale,  Wicks  and  I  vrere  acquainting  ourselves  with  life  as  it 
existed  in  this  great  and  magnificent  city,  though  our  observa- 
tions were  all  taken  on  the  dark  side,  not  being  permitted  to 
catch  even  a  glimpse  of  the  bright  side  of  the  picture,  unless  it 
would  be  on  some  midnight  visit  to  homes  of  wealth,  for  the 
purpose  of  lining  our  pockets  with  some  of  their  *' shiners.'' 
We  attended  the  theatei-s,  went  to  all  the  parks,  and,  in  short, 
every  place  where  sin  and  vice  abounded,  not  passing  by  even 
the  gambling-rooms,  where  everything  bad  was  learned  and 
practiced.  We  were  introduced  into  these  places  by  our  com- 
rade Larue,  who  seemed  to  feel  and  act  perfectly  at  home. 
Several  da^'s  passed  in  this  way,  nothing  noteworthy  transpir- 
ing, and,  as  yet,  no  price  olTered  for  our  hoi^es  which  we  were 
"Willing  to  accept.  I  v/as  offered  five  hundred  dollars  for  my 
team  by  men  who  knew  how  and  wAcre  1  got  them;  but  I 
respectfully  declined  the  offer. 

Finally,  the  man  who  kept  the  stable  offered  to  take  them  at 
his  own  risk  and  pay  us  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  the  nine, 
We  having  the  privilege  of  reserving  our  sadd'?3  and  other 
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things  belonging  to  them,  and  having  them  taken  co.ro  of  until 
such  time  as  we  cxilled  for  thcni.  After  consulting  with  all 
our  men,  we  sold  them  to  this  man  for  the  aforementioned 
price,  which,  being  divided,  netted  us  two  hundred  and  thii-ty 
dollars  apiece,  after  deducting  twenty  dollars  for  expenses,  wo 
having  lived  very  cheaply  tlicso  three  days  on  biscuits  and 
brandy. 
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After  completing  the  sale  we  laid  around  a  fe^v  days,  not 
knowing  just  what  to  do  next,  but  an  idle  life  being  distasteful 
to  me  I  soon  decided  to  steal  the  very  bes:  gelding  I  could  find 
in  I^ndon,  take  him  to  Liverpool  and  sell  him  and  come  back 
by  water.  This  resolution  being  once  for:ned,  we  proceeded  to 
«\'irrv  it  out,  "Wicks  and  I  dressing:  up  in  full  Eni^lish  costume, 
<  f  ilic  secdnd-class  order.  Alartin  —  witii  directions  given  him 
iy  the  man  to  whom  we  sold  our  horses  —  was  to  assist  us  in 
1  ^'^kiiig  up  our  horses  from  private  stables.  The  location  bemg 
f.isily  found,  we  three  began  to  examine  ihe  premises,  finding 
one  stable  under  the  care  of  a  large  and  savage  dog,  the  other 
'  .i-<y  of  access.  AV^e  went  back  to  our  boarding  place,  and  iind- 
r^  IJuggles  (a  most  innocent-looking  soul),  prevailed  on  him 
^i  huy  us  some  beef  and  poison,  for  the  d:g,  and,  taking  a  hack, 
I  r-jtm-ued  to  nearlv  the  sDot,  when  I  lef:  the  hack,  and  croine: 
'.'^  the  place  threvr  the  meat  to  the  dog,  which  I  knew  would 
•i>  its  work  well.  That  night  we  had  a  first-class  jubilee,  and 
<■"»  ll)c  next  day  arranging  our  business  preparatory  for  making 
•:rtiip. 

At  night  "Wicks  and  I  repaired  to  tlie  place  to  watch  the 
;  '-coodings  of  the  groom,  seeing  him  lock  the  door  and  leave, 
-'•iriin  had  found  out  they  had  saddles  ar.d  bridles,  v/hich  we 
i ''-ferred  to  our  ovrn,  being  fitted  to  tlie  uorses.  There  being 
'*"-  tiUey  at  the  back  part  of  each  of  the  s::.bles,  we  prepared  to 
"  -:c  aa  early  start,  knowing  we  would  r.ot  be  seen  from  the 
'•"•''^0.    I  lirst  unlocked  the  one  from  vrl::-re  Wicks  was  to  get 
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his,  then  went  to  mine,  doing  the  same,  and  leading  out  my 
horse  saddled,  and  bridled,  I  locked  the  door  again,  and  in 
passing  I  locked  the  one  AVicks  had  left  open.  We  had 
arranged  our  place  of  meeting  a  mile  out  of  town,  Wicks  get- 
ting there  half  an  hour  in  advance  of  me,  and  from  this  spot 
we  were  to  talce  our  final  leave,  for  a  time,  of  London  and  its 
pleasures. 

AYe  were  mounted  on  two  splendid  hunting  horses,  good  for 
eighty  miles  in  twelve  hours.  Being  used  to  a  gallop,  and  using 
a  pair  of  spurs  freely,  which  we  found,  we  made  excellent 
time  for  ten  miles,  when  we  slackened  our  gait  from  that  on 
to  feeding-time,  which  we  took  good  care  to  attend  to,  gather- 
ing barley  from  a  field,  and  giving  them  plenty  of  time  to  eat 
and  rest  and  watering  them  at  every  place  favorable  for  so  doing. 
After  resting  we  rode  faster  till  we  struck  the  same  road  which 
we  liad  traversed  going  to  London  with  our  nine  horses.  We 
followed  on  in  this  road  some  distance,  when  we  turned  to  the 
left,  and  a  little  before  day  we  came  up  to  the  house  of  a  well- 
to-do  farmer,  to  whom  we  carried  a  letter  of  introduction  from 
Martin.  I  went  into  the  house  and  presented  my  letter.  Wicks 
o-oiii;:  o:"i  bv  with  tlie  horses.  As  soon  as  he  finished  readino: 
the  letter,  he  said  :  '"  Adhere  are  your  horses?  I  will  do  anything 
for  A////,  he  is  a  man  of  honor."  I  whistled,  and  Wicks  came 
riding  back,  and  by  this  time  a  man  made  his  appearance,  to 
whom  he  said:  "Take  these  horses  and  do  all  they  need  to 
have  done,  and  return  them— at  vvdiat  time,  gentlemen?"  I 
replied  at  S  o'clock.  The  man  disappeared  immediately  with 
tiie  hordes,  and  we  were  invited  into  the  house;  a  good  room 
nicelv  furnished,  f:!:iven  us,  ami  our  breakfast  vras  soon  brou^-ht 
up  by  the  gentlemaa  in  person,  not  neglecting  to  bring  us  some 
good  brandy,  which,  with  our  food,  made  us  an  excellent 
repast. 

We  spent  the  di.y  in  playing  cards,  occasionally  taking  a 
drink,  and  by  night  we  had  lowered  the  demijohn  very  percept- 
ibly. At  5  o'clock  we  were  served  up  a  'supper,  good  enough 
for  a  king.  The  man's  name  with  ^vhom  we  were  staying  was 
Ike  Howard.  In  conversation  he  remarked  that  ho  was  a 
descendant  of  some  of  the  ro^'al  people  of  Lngland;  but  enough 
said  of  royalty  for  this  time.     At  8  o'clock  our  horses  were 
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brought  up  in  line  condition,  the  clay  having  been  spent  by  tho 
hostler  in  rubbing  thein  down  and  caring  for  them  generally. 
Wc  each  gave  tliis  man  an  eagle,  for  which  he  seemed  well 
pleased. 

First  obtaining  directions  of  Howard  where  to  lay  over  tho 
next  day,  we  rode  o(T,  intending  to  reach  the  place  if  possible, 
it  being  sixty-Mve  miles  ahead  of  us,  and  a  little  to  our  left 
from  tiie  direct  route  in  which  we  wanted  to  go.  It  was  called 
Derby.  AVe  traveled  moderately  until  we  fed,  after  wliich  wo 
moved  on  faster  till  daylight  was  near  at  hand,  when  we 
turned  from  the  main  road.  Having  in  our  pocket  a  note  from 
Mr,  Howard  to  a  gentleman,  whose  house  we  could  see  in  the 
distance,  and,  riding  up  and  presenting  it  to  mine  host,  we 
received  a  ready  welcome,  and,  as  heretofore,  our  horses  were 
taken  and  cared  for,  while  we  were  shown  to  a  room,  where 
two  men,  of  doubtful  character,  had  preceded  us.  When  we 
entered  the  room,  they  arose  and  greeted  us  with  as  nuich  ease 
and  style  as  though  they  had  been  kings,  and  we  lords  of  high 
decree.  After  a  short  conversation  we  all  retired,  AVicks  and 
I  takino-  ])a]'ticular  care  of  our  monev.  At  10  o'clock  we  were 
all  called  down  to  breakfast,  having  all  the  luxuries  the  season 
afforded.  AVe  were  waited  upon  by  our  host,  no  woman  being 
seen  or  heard  in  the  house.  I^reakfast  over,  we  all  went  to  our 
rooin  and  liad  a  very  pleasant  chat.  AVicks  and  I  saying  to 
these  frentlemen,  that  we  had  decided  the  horses  in  the  king- 
doni  of  Great  Britain  were  not  equally  divided,  and  they  in 
turn  thought  the  money  was  not.  In  this  way  we  understood 
each  other  without  inquiry.  They  proved  to  be  highwaymen,; 
and  had  just  come  in  with  a  large  amount  of  money  and  sev- 
eral watches.  They  told  us  they  had  two  of  the  best  horses  in 
the  British  Empire,  also  where  we  could  sell  ours  at  a  placo 
called  Mancliester,  giving  us  the  name  of  the  man,  with  a  letter 
of  introduction.  He  was  a  man  of  wealth,  keeping  a  livery 
and  sale  stable.  They  furthermore  advised  us  to  get  in  before 
daylight. 

When  evening  came  around  all  four  of  the  horses  were 
Wught  up,  and,  after  paying  generously  for  our  good  treat- 
tnent,  we  mounted  and  were  off,  the  two  outlaws  going  with  us 
about  five  miles,  then  turnino^  off  to  our  left,  I  think  to  Chester. 
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'We  traveled  the  most  direct  road  to  lyfancli ester,  feeding  somo- 
timo  in  the  night.  "We  liad  no  great  distance  to  go  before 
reacliing  the  place,  which  ^ye  did  in  good  season.  On  making 
inquiry  on  the  street  for  the  man  we  desired  to  see,  we  had  no 
trouble  in  finding  his  stables,  where  we  put  up  our  horses  and 
then  went  in  quest  of  an  eating-house  to  get  our  break fii^t. 
"When  business  hours  came  around  we  called  on  him,  at  the 
same  time  presenting  our  letter  of  introduction,  at  which  ho 
seemed  very  much  surprised.  He  asked  us  where  we  had  met 
this  man,  and  wo  told  him  at  a  farm-house  near  Derby.  Wo 
then  showed  him  our  horses,  telling  him  we  had  traveled  all 
the  way  from  London  by  night.  He  was  not  very  anxious  to 
buy,  but  would  give  us  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  thorn, 
yet  in  the  market  they  vv'ould  readily  sell  for  three  or  four  hun- 
dred doUai-s.  In  this  way  and  in  such  business,  men  of  the 
tipper  class  were  growing  rich  by  taking  advantage  of  every 
one  with  whom  they  had  to  deal,  and  whenever  we  came  in 
contact  with  such  men,  yn'c  felt  that  it  only  hardened  us  the 
more,  llovrever,  we  felt  obliged  to  let  him  have  the  horses  at 
his  own  price. 

xVfter  settling  this  matter  we  took  a  hack  for  Liverpool. 
Here  we  had  left  our  American  trunk,  which  contained  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  elothing,  and,  on  our  arrival,  found  eyerj 
thing  safe.  ^Ye  found  quarters  for  tlie  night,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing engaged  passage  on  a  boat  for  London,  in  which  city  we 
purposed  spending  some  time,  or  at  least  make  it  our  place  of 
rendezvous  until  we  were  ready  to  return  to  the  United  States. 
^Hc  re  we  could  be  in  the  company  of  a  greater  number  of  our 
brother  "chips,''  and  have  a  better  opportunity  to  get  inside 
the  ring  of  all  the  villains  and  villainous  transactions  carried  on 
all  over  Europe. 

The  ship  being  ready  to  leave,  we  went  on  board  to  make 
the  trip  of  four  or  five  hundred*  miles,  and  very  soon  moved 
out  into  the  Irish  Sea;  from  there  into  St.  George's  Channel; 
thence  into  the  same  vrater  that  washes  the  shore  of  my  native 
country,  and  then,  entering  what  is  called  the  English  Channel, 
we  passed  the  Straits  of  Dover,  and,  for  the  first  time,  were  on 
the  east  coast  of  England,  and  soon  to  enter  the  most  popular 
ri\er  of  its  size  in  the  vrorld.     Directly  in  front  of  us  and  a 
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little  ways  only  in  the  distance,  could  be  seen  a  forest  of  masts, 
which  seemed  almost  impenetrable  for  our  boat  to  enter  and 
pass  through,  which  must  be  done  in  order  to  reach 
London. 

It  was  now  the  fall  of  the  year,  everything  wearing  a  mcUxn~ 
choly  tinge,  and  the  foliage  turning  fast  to  a  slight  yellow  hue, 
which,  I  thought,  in  some  degree,  affected  my  spirits.  At 
least,  I  felt  a  little  as  if  I  would  like  to  sit  down  and  rest  in 
my  father's  house,  though  he  did  not  even  know  where  I  was. 
But  I  had  the  happy  consolation  of  knowing  th.at,  thus  far,  I 
had  out-generaled  every  man  who  had  ever  followed  me.  I  was 
feeling  very  much  gratified  at  this  thought  just  as  we  were 
entering  the  mouth  of  the  River  Thames,  en  rouU  for  London, 
which  was  to  be  my  home  for  the  winter  at  least. 

I  fully  made  up  my  mind  I  would  have  no  more  to  do  with 
running  out  horses,  but  would  follow  some  other  way  of  mak- 
ing a  living  less  tiresome,  even  should  it  be  more  dangerous, 
and  that  night,  as  we  entered  the  city  of  London,  I  was  still 
more  determined  to  carry  out  the  resolution  I  had  formed. 

It  cheered  us  on  our  arrival  to  meet  with  our  old  friends  of 
tke  *' nine-horse  "  expedition  once  more — Martin,  Bender,  Hug- 
gles,  and  Larue — four  a.3  tine-looking  men,  and  as  tine  conver- 
sationalists as  one  could,  ever  meet  with  in  any  station  of  life. 
They,  too,  had  decided  to  winter  in  the  city. 

The  next  day  v/e  met  at  a  place  quite  out  of  the  way,  and 
known  only  to  the  craft,  to  talk  over  our  affairs  and  arrange 
business  for  operdting  in  the  near  future.  After  canvassing  the 
matter,  we  decided  it  would  be  much  easier  for  us  to  take 
mostly  money,  or  such  things  as  we  could  put  in  a  small  com- 
pass, and,  to  begin  with,  we  vrould  confine  our  thieving  to  those 
places  where  we  \voald  not  jeopardize  our  safety. 

These  four  men  were  cool,  calculating  viliains,  men  of  supe- 
rior strength  and  endurance,  and  possessed  of  great  ability  to 
carry  out  successfully  any  feat  required  in  following  their  pro- 
fession. They  could  pick  a  man's  pocket,  stop  a  man  and  his 
family  on  the  street  and  rob  him,  knock  a  man  dovrn  and  talce 
Ins  valuables,  pull  oif  a  man's  watch  and  chain,  and  could  resort 
to  any  device  to  trap  a  man  and  beat  him  out  of  his  property. 
They  wou'd  borrow  a  stranger's  money  in  dayl  ght,  and,  in 
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fact,  thero  was  no  way  of  gettin<^  a  man's  property  which 
they  did  not  perfectly  understand  and  practice  well. 

Witii  these  men  Wicks  and  I  formed  an  allianc;^,  and  in  a 
few  days  commenced  active  operations.  AVhenever  thero  was 
anything  to  be  unlocked  I  had  the  tools  to  do  it,  which  I  always 
carried  myself,  and  invariably  attended  to  that  part  of  the 
business,  knowing  that  I  could  do  it  better  than  any  man  in 
England  or  France.  When  any  of  our  number  came  across  a 
man,  no  odds  what  he  followed  for  a  living,  who  left  his  money 
in  his  drawer,  we  managed  to  get  it  in  short  order,  generally 
by  opening  his  shop.  Some  nights  vre  would  rob  three  or  four 
business  houses,  and  then,  again,  it  would  seem  as  if  we  were 
out  of  a  job — that  there  was  nothing  more  to  do.  This  was  all 
o^ving  to  neglect  of  duty.  Some  of  my  men  spent  far  too 
much  time  in  revelry  at  drinking  and  gam.bling  places,  and  in 
houses  of  ill-fame.  This  I  did  not  lil:e  very  well,  and  in  mid- 
winter we  dissolved  partnership,  for  I  was  doing  all  the  work 
and  receiving  only  one-sixth  of  the  income.  I  was  not  making 
anytliing,  or  but  little  over  my  expenses.  I  had  already  given 
two  hundred  dollars  to  the  poor,  and  every  day  the  beggars 
appeared  more  numerous  upon  the  street  and  market  j)laces. 
London  had  mor,e  poor,  or  at  least  more  beggars,  than  any 
other  place  I  had  ever  been  in  my  life.  For  awhile  there  were 
certain  ones  I  would  meet  every  day,  and  I  made  up  my  mind 
to  help  wmter  a  few  of  the  paupers,  if  I  had  to  steal  from  the 
rich  to  do  it. 

Wicks  and  I  resolved  not  to  take  any  partners,  but  follow  the 
profession  thereafter  alone.  By  this  time  we  had  become  well 
acquainted  with  all  parts  of  the  city,  our  lodgings  being  in  an 
out-of-the-way  place,  yet  we  knew  how  to  reach  it  from  any 
direction,  and  having  everything  so  well  arranged  for  action, 
we  -went  to  work  with  a  icill,  determined  to  do  our  very  best 
while  at  it.  We  would  spend  the  day  in  prospecting,  and  the 
night  at  work.  Sometimes  we  would  open  two  or  three  stores 
or  business  houses,  and  wind  up  with  a  dwelling  or  two.  In 
this  way  our  business  paid  us  well,  and  we  continued  without, 
interruption  till  almost  spring.  The  longer  we  followed  thiev- 
ing the  more  daring  vre  became,  going  into  larger  places  and 
nearer  the  center  of  the  city. 
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At  last  the  oHicers  got  on  our  tracks  and  ferreted  out  our 
hiding  place,  and,  one  day  in  our  absence,  having  gone  out  in. 
the  country  a  few  miles,  they  came  to  our  boarding  house  and 
searched  our  room  and  cvervthi nir  in  it.  On  our  return  from 
the  country  we  were  met  by  jMartin  and  Bender,  and  from 
them  we  learned  the  full  particulars  of  the  affair.  Our  trunk, 
containing  all  our  clothes  and  other  valuables,  amounting  to 
two  or  three  hundred  dollars,  was  in  our  room,  and  this  wo 
^lust  necessarily  loose,  as  it  would  not  be  safe  to  go  for  thein^ 
and  being  told  that  these  oflicers  had  a  full  description  of  us, 
we  knew  at  once  that  it  was  not  discretion  to  remain  in  Lon- 
don one  hour  longer  than  would  be  absolutely  necessary. 
We  had  no  time  to  lose  in  getting  away.  We  felt  and  knew 
that  we  had  committed  our  last  act  of  burglary  in  this  great 
and  most  remarkable  city.  Let  me  say,  tiiat  in  mal:iug  tlie 
search  of  our  room,  tlie  otRcers  found  main'  articles  of  stolen 
goods,  vrliich  the  ovrners  identified  as  belonging  to  them.. 
Our  next  thought  was,  how  to  get  out  of  the  city  in  the  safest 
way,  and  where  to  go.  'We  did  not  dare  to  visit  Liverpool,  as. 
the  oflicers  woiild  track  us  there,  also  to  any  large  place,  so  we 
decided  on  Stratford,  distant  one  hundred  miles. 

For  us  to  take  the  stage  would  be  running  great  risk,  so^ 
we  dressed  ourselves  up  in  regular  English  style,  we  made  a 
break  on  foot,  going  toward  the  aforementioned  place,  knowing 
if  we  could  only  reach  it,  we  would  be  safe  for  a  few  days  or 
weeks.  V/e  walked  all  ni^ht  and  lay  in  the  woods  during  the- 
day,  and  a  long  day  it  Avas  to  us,  with  nothing  to.  eat..  AVe 
were  in  sight  of  the  liighway  all  the  time,  and  saw  several  mea 
pa&s  whom  we  took  to  be  oflicers.  We  found  a  rivulet  where 
we  could  allay  our  thirst  from  which  we  were  suffering.  Night, 
came  again  at  last,  and  with  it  great  hunger,  not  having  tasted 
food  since  noon  of  the  previous  day.  But  walk  all  ni;;ht  vre 
must,  so  we  started  on,  and  after  going  sometime  in  the  dark- 
ness, the  distress  frgm  hunger  was  becoming  more  than  we 
could  endure,  and  I  told  AVicks  I  ^vould  have  something  to  eat  . 
if  I  was  caught  in  ten  minutes.  I  started  immediately  for  a 
private  house  not  far  off  and  asked  for  a  loaf  of  bread  and 
some  ch(;e3e,  which  I  obtained.  I  thought  it  was  rather  dry- 
food,  but  it  vrould  do  lor  men  that  were  outcasts,  from  society^ 
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dovoting  their  lives  and  tiiiio  in  committing  crime  and  decd:s  of 
violence  ii[)on  their  fellow  beings.  As  we  proceeded  on  our 
way  that  night,  we  stopped  at  the  side  of  the  road  several 
times  to  let  travelers  pass,  fearing  they  might  be  oflicers  in 
pursuit.  We  pressed  on  as  fast  as  possible,  and  long  before 
day  we  reached  the  dwelling  of  Ike  Howard,  where,  you  will 
remember,  we  stopped  on  a  former  occasion  when  running  out 
horses.  Here  we  felt  perfectly  safe,  for  no  one  would  ever 
think  of  looking  for  ns  in  this  place.  'Wq  wanted  to  rest  and 
recruit  our  wasted  energies  after  walking  as  we  had,  and,  hear- 
ing that  oiiicers  were  on  the  lookout  for  us  in  all  the  tovy-ns 
near  by,  we  kept  very  quiet  during  the  day,  and  at  night  going 
out  for  exercise  on  a  walk  of  a  mile  or  two.  At  last  this 
became  too  monotonous,  and  we  made  up  our  minds  to  go  on 
and  take  the  consequences,  thougl;  feeling  quite  certain  of  our 
ability  to  elude  any  Englishmen  who  might  be  in  quest  of  lis 
Mrs.  Howard  fixing  us  up  a  fev;  pieces  and  cheese  in  our  hand- 
kerchiefs, and  under  cover  of  night  we  started  for  Liverpool 
harbor,  not  caring  to  see  any  more  of  the  city  than  we  were 
obliged  to,  in  getting  on  board  of  a  boat,  in  case  we  were  lucky 
enough  to  get  a  chance.  Howard  gave  us  a  letter  of  introduc- 
tion to  a  man  whom  we  could  rely  upon  for  any  assistance  in 
his  power  to  give  us. 

We  had  a  little  over  one  hundred  miles  to  walk  to  reach  our 
destination.  Arriving  there,  vs'e  soon  found  his  place,  and,  in 
person,  presented  to  him  the  letter.  Yr^e  found  he  kept  a  pri- 
vate boarding-house,  and,  fortunately  for  us,  we  arrived  in  the 
early  part  of  the  day  when  the  boarders  were  out  of  the  house, 
so  that  we  could  take  our  room  and  eat  our  meals  vrlien  theix) 
was  no  ej-e  to  see  us.  He  informed  us  that  there  had  been  a 
great  deal  said  about  the  London  thieves,  and  in  case  they 
•were  caught,  he  feared  they  would  fare  rather  hard;  but  ho 
thought  the  excitement  vras  vv^earing  away  and  the  hunt  nearly 
done.  This  gave  us  renewed  courage  to  persevere  in  tiying  to 
make  our  escape. 

In  a  few  days  a  ship  was  to  leave  port  for  Xew  York,  and  to 
get  on  board  and  out  to  sea  ^vas  all  we  r.sked.  Or  one  thing 
wc  felt  quite  certain,  that  in  case  we  did  get  away,  they  could 
not  telegraph  and  stop  us  on  the  broad  old  ocean.     On  the 
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nigbt  preceding  the  morning  tlie  boat  was  to  leave,  our  friend 
went  with  us,  taking  our  money  and  buying  our  tickets,  and 
registering  our  naraas  —  mino  as  "John  Gay,"  and  "VVicks  aa 
^^  David  V/lmans." 


CHAPTER  XIIL  \ 


HOMEWARD  BOUND A  TLEASAJN'T  TKIP- 

IS"   NEW    YORK  —  AliRESTED    AT    LAST EXPERIMENTING    IN    THE 

MANUFACTURE      OF      BURGLARs'     TOOLS 1     GET     MARRIED  —  THE 

CX^MMUNRy's     SYMPATHY     FOR    MY     WIFE THE    TITLE    OF    "mR." 

PREFIXED   TO   MY   NAME RE60LYE    TO    LEAD  A  BETTER  LIFE,  BUT 

FAIL — -WICKS    ARRESTED HE    MAKES    HIS    ESCAPE. 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  1824,  at  a  iate  hour  one  evening, 
that  we  went  on  board  the  good   ship  "  Monarch,"  and  with 
the  friendly  aid  of  a  sailor,  were  kept  secreted  till  after  we  had 
passed  Land's  End,  the  extreme  southern  point  of  England. 
After  passing  this  place  we  emerged  from  our  dungeon  into 
daylight,  and,  during  the  remainder  of  our  journey,  we  had  a 
merry  time,  arriving  in  ^N'ew  York  harbor  one  bright  morn- 
ing in  the  latter  part  of  May.     In  landing  at  this  port  we  had  \ 
no  fears  of  our  English  officers,  therefore,  felt  free  to  go  where                      f 
we  pleased,  and,  breakfasting  on  our  native  shore,  we  pondered 
in  our  minds  the  subject  as  to  vrhat  it  was  best  to  do.     To  be                     i 
idle  was  out  of  the  question ;  our  past  year,  which  we  had  spent                      j 
in  Europv?,  did  not  prove  to  be  as  lucrative  a  one  as  we  had  aiitici-                      r 
pated.     ^Vhen  I  went  to  the  old  world,  it  was  my,  intention  ta                      | 
make  a  fortune,  in  some  way,  and  get  away  with  it,  but  in  this  ■ 
I  was  disappointed,  finding  that  fortunes  were  not  made  in  a                      ^ 
day  there  any  more  than  in  America.     I  had  no  more  reason                      \ 
to  complain  than  others  —  disappointment  falls  to  the  lot  of  all.                      '^ 
I  will  only  say,  that  in  dollars  and  cents  we  were  no  better  off 
when  v/e  landed  in  isTew  York  than  when  we  left  the  harbor  of                      f 
Kova  Scotia,  ocean  bound.     In  reputation  we  gained  the  name 
of  being  a  couple  of  successful  American  thieves,  which,  per- 
haps, remained  in  the  memory  of  some  for  a  long,  h?i(/  time. 
It  was  said,  that  the  most  gigantic  robberies  of  1823-24,  wero 

(124) 


THE   LIFE   OF   BILE   IX)Ty.  125 

done  by  Ainerlcaiis.  If  my  memory  serves  me  rIo*lit,  Vicks 
and  I  had  something  to  do  in  the  matter. 

In  Kew  York  ^ve  met  some  of  our  old  friends,  and  from 
them  we  learned  that  part  of  our  old  chums  were  scattered 
here  and  there;  some  had  gone  west;  others  were  in  prison 
paying  the  penalty  of  their  misdeeds.  After  thinking  things 
over,  we  thought  best  to  ^'paddle  our  own  canoe,"  so  we  hast- 
ened to  take  a  boat  going  up  the  Hudson  liiver  to  Albany,  and 
from  tliere  to  Osww^go,  thence  to  Kingston.  Failing  to  find  a 
job  there,  we  "  slid  out,"  and  went  home  to  see  the  folks,  never 
once  telHng  them  where  we  had  been,  or  wliat  we  had  been 
doing. 

I  stayed  at  home  and  assisted  my  father  and  brothers  till 
after  harvest,  then  "Wicks  and  I  went  back  and  worked  on  the 
St.  Lawrence  Eiver  the  remai rider  of  the  season. 

While  we  were  on  the  river,  "Wicks  and  I  stole  a  quantity  of 
goods  at  Ogdensburg  and  shipped  them  home  to  my  father's, 
for  which  I  was  arrested.  My  father  had  to  pay  quite  an 
amount  of  money  to  get  me  out  of  this  scrape. 

That  winter  I  remained  at  liomu,  and  was,  take  it  altogether, 
very  steady.  During  this  time  I  paid  my  attentions  to  a  lady 
by  the  name  of  Sophia  Adams,  and  was  married  to  her  in  the 
following  spring  of  1S25. 

I  worked  at  the  blacksmith's  trade  during  the  winter  just 
passed,  and,  by  experimenting,  found  I  could  make  steel  so 
soft  that  I  could  almost  cut  it  like  lead.  I  made  several  sets 
of  dies  for  making  counterfeit  money  that  were  really  superior 
to  anv  I  had  ever  seen.  I  submitted  them  to  so*ne  fine  work- 
men  in  steel  for  examination,  and  they  pronounced  them  good. 
I  made  several  fine  keys,  files,  and  saws,  wit'i  a  view  to  open- 
ing doors  with  any  kind  of  locks,  filing  and  sawing  any  kind  of 
iron.  Jill  of  these  tools  I  knew  I  could  sell  very  readily,  and 
to  whom,  in  case  I  never  needed  them  myself.  In  fact,  I  spent 
most  of  the  winter  in  vrorking  in  steel.  I  also  made  a  set  of 
handcufls  and  several  keys  to  unlock  them.  The  handcuffs  I 
sold  to  the  sheriff  of  St.  Lawrence- County,  Xew  York,  for 
twenty-five  dolla%  giving  him  one  ke.y,  and  keeping  the  re^t 
of  them  until  I  had  an  opportunity  of  distributing  them  among 
certain  friends  of  mine  who  might  stand  a  chance  of  usin^r 
them,  t.jlling  each  one  what  sheriff  had  the  haidcuffs. 
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I  had  now  come  to  a  time  when  I  felt  I  ought  to  change  ray 
course  of  living,  and,  in  looking  around  and  thinking  over  my 
past  life,  I  made  up  my  mind  to  quit  off  my  evil  practices.  I 
informed  AVicks  of  my  resolution,  when  he  only  laughed  and 
ridiculed  tb.o  idea  of  }^\y  ever  leaving  off  things  that  I  had 
practiced  all  my  life.  He  said,  furthermore,  if  I  was  to  con- 
tinue on  in  the  old  v\'ay  my  wife  could  take  care  of  the  money ; 
that  it  would  be  a  safe  place  of  deposit,  and  tiiat  I  v.'ould  have 
a  place  of  my  own  to  run  to  in  case  I  found  it  necessary. 
Every  inducement,  every  argument  he  could  think  of,  he  held 
up  in  favor  of  my  continuing  on  in  the  same  old  way.  I  finally 
told  him  I  would  look  the  matter  over  and  decide  in  a  few  days 
after  my  marriage.  In  anticipation  of  this  event,  my  conduct, 
in  a  moral  sense,  was  particularly  upright.  Even  my  parents 
made  some  very  flatterino:  remarks  in  reirard  to  it,  and  the 
neighbors  spolie  of  how  thoroughly  revolutionized  I  had  become, 
so  much  so  that  some  of  them  began  to  show  me  a  little  respect 
in  addressing  me,  calling  mo  "Mr.  Doty"  novr,  instead  of 
"Sile,"  as  had  always  been  their  custom.  ',. 

Notwithstanding  my  exemplary  conduct  during  the  winter,  | 

there  was  a  great  deal  of  gossip  in  the  neighborhood,  and  much  f 

S3^mpathy  expressed  for  Miss  Adams  in  marrying  a  man  whose  | 

career  had  been  an  extremely  doubtful  one,  though  all  they  | 

knew  about  me  was  that  my  father  had  been  obliged  to  pay  | 

laro:elv  in  order  to  settle  some  o^reat  offence  I  had  committed.  t 

They  said,  too,  that  I  was  unsteady  and  prone  to  wander  frorn  |: 

place  to  place,  and  that  her  life  would  be  lonely,  for  in  habit  f 

and  feeling  I  was  inclined  to  lead  the  life  of  a  sailor.     All  of  | 

these  sayings  went  the  rounds,  while  I  still  continued  my  visits  k 

to  Miss  Adams.  i 

The  day  was  fixed  upon  for  the  consummation  of  our  mar-  y 

riage,  and  every  preparation  made  for  the  event,  which  to  her,  I 

as  my  wife,  was  to  culminate  in  a  life  of  untold  sorrow.     To  \ 

me  it  was  a  day  of  joy.     The  '^  Ethiopian  cannot  change  his  ^ 

color,  nor  the  leopard  his  spots."  At  times  I  had  an  inward 
feeling  that  would  burn  and  blaze  and  diish  me  forward  into 
the  vortex  of  '^vrime,  which  I  v>'as  Avholly  unable  to  resist,  and 
my  thirst  was  so  great  that  nothing  but  one  or  two  transac- 
tions of  an  evil  nature  could  abate  it. 
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With  this  constitutional  and  inherent  nature  which  I  pos- 
sessed to  such  a  ^reat  deo-rce,  and  hilled,  only  temporarily,  by 
the  power  of  love,  Sophia  Adams  and  I  were  united  in  mar- 
riage. Those  who  have  passed  through  with  this  experience, 
know  well  how  happy  this — the  most  important  event  of  their 
lives  —  makes  one.  Many  will  say,  "  Yaic  talk  of  happiness  ?  " 
Yes.  I  have  teen  happy  in  the  society  of  my  wife  and  family, 
and  at  no  time  in  my  life  was  I  otherwise  than  courteous  to  the 
opposite  sex. 

A  few  days  after  this  last  event  recorded  transpired,  and,  at 
evening  time,Wicks  appeared  at  my  father's  house.  I  did  not 
expect  him,  but,  on  hearing  that  whistle,  I  knew  well  who  was 
near,  and  I  went  out  to  meet  him.  He  says  to  me  in  an  under- 
tone: "How  are  you,  John  Gay  ?  "  that  being  the  name  under 
which  I  left  Liverpool.  He  continued  :  "  There  is  more  room 
here  than  on  the  old  ship  Monarch.  Well,  Sile,  come  this  way, 
I  have  something  to  tell  you,  1  have  stolen  the  best  horse  in 
St.  Lawrence  County,  and  I  want  you  to  see  him.-'  And  I  soon 
perceived  Wicks  was  riglit,  he  was  a  fme  horse.  Wicks  had 
staid  in  the  woods  all  day  without  anything  to  eat,  so  putting 
his  horse  a  little  out  of  sight,  I  went  into  the  house  and  brought 
him  out  a  good  supper.  While  he  was  eating  we  conversed  on 
, various  topics,  and  in  which  I  told  him  I  should  stay  at  home 
during  the  summer.  He  was  on  his  way  to  Canada,  and  I  told 
hira  if  he  would  steal  a  span  of  French  draft  horses,  I  would 
pay  him  half  their  value,  which  he  agreed  to  do,  and  in  the 
darkness  he  vanished. 

In  seven  days  afterwards  he  reappeared,  notifying  me  of  his 
arrival  by  the  same  peculiar  whistle,  which  I  recognized  as 
readily  as  you  would  the  familiar  voice  of  a  friend.  I  had 
heard  this  whistle  in  Canada,  ]S'ew  Brunsvrick,  Nova  Scotia^ 
England  and  Scotland ;  l^e  was  the  only  man  whose  whistle  I 
could  learn.  It  was  very  peculiar,  more  like  a  fife  than  a  sound 
from  a  human  being. 

He  had  with  him  a  span  of  heavy  horses,  just  such  ones  as  I 
wanted,  my  only  objection  to  them,  being  that  they  were  only 
one  hundred  and  forty  miles  f  mm  their  home.  After  talking  a 
short  time  out  of  doors,  I  told  him  there  was  no  one  in  the 
house  that  would  know  him,  and  he  had  better  come  in.     I 
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told  liiiii  I  would  go  in,  and,  after  a  little,  he  should  ride  up 
and  ask  to  stay  over  night;  in  the  meantime  I  would  go  to 
bed  before  he  called.  He  did  as  I  directed,  the  "old  gent", 
readily  giving  his  consent  to  his  staying.  I  got  up  and  assisted 
in  putting  up  the  horses.  In  the  morning,  in  the  presence  of 
the  old  gentleman,  I  asked  him  if  he  would  lilce  to  sell  his 
horses,  when  he  replied  that  he  had  taken  them  on  a  debt,  and 
wanted  to  sell  tliem,  and  would  take  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars.  My  father,  in  a  confidential  talk  with  me,  advised  mo 
to  buy  them,  and  after  parleying  with  him  for  some  time,  I 
finally  paid  him  his  money,  and  as  soon  as  the  opportunity 
came,  he  gave  me  back  one-half.  My  father  gave  liim  ten 
dollars  for  his  saddle  and  bridle,  and  in  a  few  minutes  there 
was  no  "Wicks  to  be  seen. 

He  went  south  from  our  place,  and,  as  I  afterwards  learned 
from  him,  that  at  3  o'clock  in  the  aftei-noon,  he  saw  a  man 
coming  toward  him  in  a  buggy  with  Uvo  liorses,  ^vho  stopped 
at  a  house  and  called  the  man  out,  and  when  Wicks  came  up  to 
them,  they  were  looking  over  the  horses,  when  one  of  them 
stopped  him  and  says : 

"You  are  mv  prisoner,  sir;  I  have  a  state's  warrant  for 
you!" 

At  the  same  time  he  displayed  a  pair  of  shining  handcuits, 
which  he  placed  upon  Wicks'  wrists.  Getting  into  the  carriage 
he  drove  in  the  direction  of  the  county  seat  of  St.  Lawrence 
county. 

They  stopped  for  supper  a  little  before  dark,  at  which  place 
the  handcutls  were  taken  oil,  then  replaced  again.  In  his  vest 
pocket  was  the  key  I  had  given  him,  and,  remembering  my 
directions  how  to  use  it,  he  felt  certain  of  getting  away.  When 
once  more  on  the  road,  and  in  a  favorable  spot,  he  unfastened 
the  handcuiTs  and  carried  them  in  liis  hand  a  inile  or  so,  that  he 
might  be  ready  to  act  whenever  it  was  time.  Selecting  his 
place,  quick  as  thought,  he  struck  the  sheriff  across  the  face 
with  the  handcutls,  nearly  knocking  him  out  of  the  buggy ;  then 
jumped  out  himself,  canying  the  handcuil's  vrith  him.  He  was 
a  powerful  nian  and  would  have  killed  the  slierifl  if  he  had  not 
been  obliged  to  strike  back-handed.  He  said  if  ho  had  got  a 
fair  blow  at  Iiim  he  would  have  put  him  in  the  woods  and  ran 
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away  Avith  his  team.  Upon  second  thought  he  knc\v  he  was 
but  doing  his  dutyas  an  oflicer,  and  let  him  go. 

The  news  of  this  transaction  spread  all  over  the  country. 
All  Icinds  of  rumors  were  afloat;  one  was  that  the  sherill 
of  St.  Lawrence  Countv  was  killed,  and  bills  descriuini]: 
the  man  who  done  the  deed,  and  for  whose  arrest  a  reward 
was  offered,  were  posted  up  all  through  the  country,  and  a 
grand  rally  was  made.  I  kept  quiet,  although  I  knew  in  my 
own  mind  it  was  'Wicks ;.  but  no  Wicks  was  to  be  found.  Very 
soon  after  this  he  called  on  me,  late  at  night,  and  we  had  a 
long  and  confidential  talk.  The  next  night  he  left  the  country, 
taking  with  him  one  of  the  finest  and  fastest  liorses  he  could 
get,  wliich  he  found  about  ten  miles  from  our  house,  lie  steered 
his  course  to  Adrian,  Michigan,  where  he  arrived  in  due  time, 
and  put  ii}>  with  a  Mr.  Kingsley.  This  last  aflair  of  Wicks' 
ended,  for  all  time  to  come,  our  operations  in  tlio  East. 

Shortly  after  tlrls  circumstance  occurred  1  was  called 
upon  by  this  same  sheriil'  to  make  another  pair  of  hand- 
cuffs. I  told  liiTn  I  could  make  tiiem  if  he  \rould  give  me 
the  key,  which  he  did.  This  led  me  to  inquire  into  the  loss  of 
the  others,  the  particulars  of  which  he  gave  me  in  full,  I  listen- 
ing with-  all  interest  as  well  as  surprise.  He  said  ''the  cuss" 
came  near  breaking  his  whole  head  and  face.  Ho  could  not 
really  understand  how  he  could  have  takeri  tliem  off,  yet  they 
must  have  been  slipped  over  the  hand,  or  he  must  have  liad  a 
key.  He  also  remai-ked  that  he  had  been  after  him  eight  or 
nine  days,  i^Tid  in  every  direction,  when  he  accidentally  met 
him  on  the  road.  I  simply  replied  tliat  he  could  not  have 
unlocked  them,  -without  a  key,  and  1  thought  it  would  bo  best 
to  make  the  others  a  triOe  smaller,  which  1  did. 

At  this  time  I  vras  working  on  my  father's  place,  interspersed 
occasionally  with  teaming,  at  which  1  made  my  Canadian 
horses  very  useful.  Then,  again,  1  would  try  blacksmithing 
for  a  time.  In  fact,  I  was  '' jack-at-all-trades"  that  year,  doing 
less  in  the  way  of  following  my  profession  than  usual;  just 
occasionally  helping  myself  to  something  of  small  moment, 
such  as  Avhips,  bufialo  robes,  and  a  part  of  a  load  of  wheat. 
One  of  our  neighbors,  living  some  distance  away,  as  neighbors 
do  in  country  places,  owned  a  superior  kind  of  wheat,  and,  as 
9 
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that  kind  of  wheat  was  very  scarce  that  year,  it  was  in  great 
deniantl.  My  father  had  asked  this  man  to  sell  liim  some,  but 
he  cliai'god  such  an  exorbitant  j)rice  for  it  that  he  did  not  buy; 
neither  did  others,  though  all  were  very  much  in  need  of 
the  wheat. 

One  afternoon  I  hitched  up  my  team,  telling  the  family  I 
was  going  to  the  county  seat,  a  distance  of  five  miles. 
Instead  of  doing  so,  I  drove  directly  to  this  man's  place,  and,, 
driving  passed  his  house  (his  barn  being  some  distance  from  it), 
I  toolc  out  the  bars  and  tied  my  horses  in  a  Held  some  distance 
from  the  road.  Then  I  took  my  bags  and  went  to  his  barn, 
^vhich  I  found  securely  locked,  but  having  with  me  my  burg- 
lar's keys— the  only  thing  I  saved  when  we  made  our  flight 
from  London  —  I  soon  etlected  an  entrance,  and  ere  long  had 
my  Ave  bags  full,  tS;king  care  to  shake  ther.i  down  well,  and 
then  taking  them  one  by  one  to  the  road  and  secreting  them 
behind  a  clump  of  bushes,  wliich  I  had  noticed  as  I  drove  by. 
I  took  the  precaution  to  leave  the  bin  as  near  as  possible  as  I 
found  it,  and  was  very  particular  about  locking  the  doors. 
This  being  done,  1  threw  the  bags  into  the  wagon  in  a  hurry, 
covered  them  u})  with  a  robe,  and  reached  home  long  before 
morning,  unloaded  the  wdieat  in  an  empty  bin,  and  retired, 
feeling  assured  of  two  things  —  one,  that  our  neighbor  would 
not  have  a  chance  to  get  rich  off  the  price  of  that  wheat,  and, 
secondly,  that  the  job  was  done  in  a  manner  that  even  a  scien- 
tific thief  would  not  bo  ashamed  of. 

Doing  these  little  things,  called  mean  by  many,  gave  me  more 
real  pleasure  than  the  acquisition  of  wealth.  To  steal  from 
some  mean,  rich  man,  and  give  it  to  an  honest,  poor  one,  was  a 
favorite  idea  of  mine,  and  often  acted  upon. 

In  a  day  or  two  my  father  began  to  talk  again  about  that 
kind  of  wheat,  as  it  was  nearly  time  to  have  that  crop  in  the 
ground.  I  told  him  I  knew  where  to  get  it,  and  would  have  it 
ready  in  time  of  need.  I  finally  took  him  to  the  barn  and 
showed  him  the  wheat  in  the  bin;  then  left  abruptly  as  not  to 
o-ive  him  any  time  to  ask  questions,  which  ho  never  did.  We 
sowed  the  wheat,  and  I  thought  it  grew  as  finely  as  any  wheat 
could,  even  that  which  had  been  bought  at  a  big  price. 

This:' was  my  second  spring  at-home,  and  I  was  doing  very 
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well  and  felt  much  happier  in  the  society  of  my  wife,  enjoying 
myself  better  than  1  had  for  several  years  past.  Still,  upon 
a  close  examination,  I  found  tliere  was  a  c:ro\vinir  uneasiness, 
which  was  hard  to  overcome.  After  many  and  repeated  trials 
to  quell  this  feeling,  and  failing  to  do  so,  I  finally  said  one  day 
to  my  wife,  that  1  had  thought  of  spending  the  summer  on  the 
St.  Liiwrence;  telling  her  how  much  I  could  make,  and  what  a 
fine  start  it  would  give  us  in  a  new  country  where  we  would 
go.  I  pictured  it  with  as  tine  a  coloring  as  a  man  of  no  educa- 
tion could,  having  spent  several  days  in  devising  uhat  to  say, 
and  how  to  say  it.  Finally  she  gave  her  consent  to  my  going. 
Then  I  went  to  my  father  and  sold  him  my  horses,  harness  and 
wagon  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  Thus  I  was  supplied 
with  money  to  start  out,  and,  having  gained  the  consent  of  my 
wife,  and  disposed  of  my  few  worldl}'  effects,  where  the  money 
would  be  forthcoming  when  I  called  for  it.  Here,  let  me  say, 
that  it  takes  money  to  carry  on  even  stealing  to  good  advantage. 
I  made  every  preparation  for  leaving,  taking  a  change  or  two 
of  shh'ts  with  rae. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

LEAVE    HOME   TO   KKSUME   MY    OLD   AND   DISREPUTABLE    BUSINESS  — 

A    SUCCESSFUL    rOBBEUr ONE     IIUNDliED    AND    EIGHTY    DOLLARS 

IN    MOXEY    AND    A    LAKGE   AMOUNT    OF    GOODS    SECURED A  MEAN 

GAMBLER    ROBBED    OF    A    GOLD    AVATCII     AND    ONE    HUNDRED    AND 

THREE      DOLLARS     IN     3I0NEY OSWEGO    TOO    WARM    FOR     US 

LEAVE   THERE   WITH    A    SPLENDID   TEA^[   OF    HORSES. 

One  morning  at  dawn,  in  the  early  part  of  ^lay,  I  left  home 
once  more  to  try  my  fortune  in  my  old  and  disreputable  business. 
I  had  told  my  friends  at  home  I  was  going  to  Ogdensburg,  but  ^ 

instead,  went  to  Oswe<]:o  in  view  of  o^ettincr  information  rela-  'i 

live  to  my  former  associates.     Arriving  in  the  evening  I  found  ^ 

Leroy  sitting  in  a  gaming  house.  I  soon  caught  his  eye  and 
beckoned  him  out,  yet  seemingly,  did  not  recognize  each  other. 
I  did  not  care  to  be  familiar  with  him  till  I  knew  where  he  I 

stood.     I  did  not  want  to  draw  suspicion  toward  myself.     We  J 

went  to  his  boarding-house  in  an  out  of-the-way  part  of  town, 
where  we  had  a  full  and  free  conversation  regarding  matters 
of  interest  to  me,  as  to  what  had  become  of  our  old  chums. 
Some,  I  learned,  were  in  the  penitentiary,  others  in  preparation 
for  it,  while  some  had  gone  one  way  and  some  another.  Dur- 
ing the  last  two  years  they  had  been  hunted  down  like  deer  in 
the  forest,  and  those  that  were  left  had  been  either  scared  out 
or  suspended  operations. 

I  asked  Leroy  if  ho  could  tell  me  whetlier  the  man  still  lived 
there  that  took  stolen  goods.     He  said  ho  did,  and  would  still  {' 

take  anything,  if  it  came  in  the  right  way.  ^  ^ 

Then  I  proposed  to  him  to  show  me  some  sights,  so  we 
walked  to  the  outskirts  of  tov/n,  where  there  was  a  hotel  and 
a  good  sized  store  well  filled.     On  looking  in  I  saw  that  a  nice, 
haul  could  be  made,  in  case  I  had  some  one  to  act  in  the  capac- 
ity of  drayman,  and  a  place  to  store  them  for  a  day  or  so. 

(132) 
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Leroy  thought  that  could  be  arranged  without  ary  trouble  with 
a  man  Avhom  he  knew  had  a  team,  and  I  went  to  see  him  that 
very  night,  and,  as  Leroy  anticipated,  arranged  everything  with 
him  perfectly  satisfactory  to  myself. 

The  next  night  we  were  on  hand,  ready  for  work,  but  before 
commencing  active  operations,  we  took  notes,  yet  being  very 
careful  not  to  be  seen  by  any  one  going  past  there,  or  in  that 
vicinity.  On  closing  the  hotel  they  did  not  take  any  money 
out  of  the  drawer.  When  they  shut  the  store  all  hands  went 
to  a  house  standing  a  trifle  in  the  rear.  Every  thing  we  could 
see  about  the  premises  seemed  to  be  favorable  to  a  successful 
undertaking. 

At  10:30  o'clock  we  opened  the  store,  went  in,  and  shut  tlie 
door  after  us.  going  directly  to  the  money-drawer  and  taking 
all  there  was  in  it  —  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars, 
mostly  in  bills  —  which  I  tied  up  in  my  handkerchief  and  put  in 
iny  pocket.  Then  we  filled  tvro  bags  with  worsted  and  silk 
£:oods.  Tliese  we  found  mostlv  all  in  drawers,  manv  of  the 
pieces  being  whole.  AVe  next  tilled  three  bags  with  the  best 
broadcloth  and  full  cloth.  Two  other  bags  we  filled  with 
calico,  thread,  suspenders,  and  that  class  of  goods.  Setting  our 
bags  down  near  the  door,  we  stepped  out,  going  to  the  hotel, 
unlocked  the  door  without  any  trouble,  and  walked  in.  I  went 
du-ectly  to  the  money-drawer  and  took  out  all  the  money, 
which  was  only  thirteen  dollars,  and,  with  that  obtained  at  the 
store,  counted  us  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  in  cash.  On 
leaving,  we  left  the  door  standing  open  so  they  might  know 
some  one  had  been  in  the  house.  These  bags  we  carried  twenty- 
five  rods  to  the  place  vrliere  our  man  and  his  waggon  vras  await- 
ing us. 

The  reader  may  think  we  were  a  long  time  at  this  job,  vrhich 
please  allow  me  to  correct.  From  the  time  we  entered  the 
store  until  we  had  secreted  the  goods  in  a  barn,  covered  deep 
with  stravr,  a  little  less  than  an  hour  had  elapsed,  and  Leroy 
and  I  in  our  beds,  but  not  asleep.  There  were  no  other  boarders 
in  the  house,  and  the  family  being  of  the  same  stripe  as  our- 
selves, would  not  dare  to  say  we  were  not  at  home,  if  told  by 
Leroy  not  to,  as  for  some  reason  they  seemed  to  staml  in  fear 
of  him. 
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The  next  day  Leroy  went  out  in  town  and  found  everything 
ablaze  with  excitement  over  the  event  of  the  night  previous. 
OOicers  were  out  with  search  warrants  looking  in  every  direc- 
tion, intending,  as  he  was  told,  to  visit  our  part  of  the  town  in 
the  afternoon.  They  did  so,  although  I  was  not  there  to  see 
them,  liaving  taken  a  walk  into  the  country  that  afternoon, 
feeling  that  I  needed  a  little  fresh  air.  I  returned  at  evening 
and  visited  a  place  of  amusement.  There  were  numerous  and 
various  opinions  expressed  as  to  who  had  committed  the  theft. 
Some  thought  the  thieves  must  have  come  from  a  distance,  and 
had  taken  the  goods  away.  There  was  one  man  who  had  a 
great  deal  to  say  about  it,  using  very  strong  language  about 
those  who  had  done  it,  calling  them  "cowardly  villains,  dogs, 
and  sons  of  d — m  b — s,"  and  names  of  this  nature,  until  I  was 
disgusted  AS'ith  him  and  resolved  on  having  revenge.  I  noticed 
at  once  that  he  sported  a  fine  gold  watch  and  chain,  which 
made  me  feel  like  taking  it  away  from  him.  He  was  nothing 
more  than  a  gambler,  and  I  could  not  see  much  diiference 
between  m}'  way  and  his  of.  getting  money,  so  I  resolved  to 
have  his  watch  at  all  hazards.  Taking  Leroy  aside,  I  inquired 
who  he  was  and  where  he  lived,  Avhich  he  told  me,  adding  that 
^'he  is  a  mean,  devil,  always  putting  in  his  lip  about  other 
people's  business,  and  at  the  same  time  doing  things  himself 
very  much  meaner."  I  told  Leroy  we  would  see  hini  home; 
we  can  follow  in  the  rear  and  watch  him  go  to  bed.  This  we 
done,  keeping  a  good  distance  behind  him,  yet  close  enough  to 
see  when  he  opened  the  door,  and  in  no  time  I  was  at  the 
window  of  the  room  that  was  lit  up,  looking  through  the  part- 
ing in  the  curtains,  and  could  see  exactly  where  he  laid  his 
pants  and  watch. 

jSiOW  I  knew  this  was  a  risky  undertaking,  but  I  was  so 
angry  at  him  for  what  he  had  said,  I  swore  I  would  take  the 
chances  on  the  very  next  night.  We  slept  most  of  the  next 
day,  v.'ith  the  expectation  of  having  a  vrakeful  niglit,  our  pros- 
pective victim  often  staying  very  late  at  the  gaming  table.  I 
would  have  knocked  him  .dovvm  on  the  street  and  taken  his 
Vv'atch,  had  it  not  been  for  rifling  his  pockets,  too. 

That  night,  as  usual,  he  took  his  place  at  the  gaming  table, 
and  among  the  lookers-on  could  be  seen  Leroy  and  myself.  We 
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pretended  to  be  interested  until  I  heard  him  speak  of  goin^^ 
home,  when  we  "slid  out"  in  a  hurry,  reaching  the  house  some 
time  in  advance  of  its  owner.  ^Ve  sat  down  in  the  shade  of 
some  evergreens  on  a  piece  of  wood  which  I  took  from  his 
wood-pile. 

At  12  o'clock  he  made  his  appeai-ance,  and  I  judged  from  the 
sound  of  his  walk  that  he  had  been  inbibing  too  freely  of 
brandy,  for  I  had  noticed  that  was  the  kind  of  licjuor  he  used. 
But,  thought  I,  he  will  sleep  the  more  soundly  for  this,  which 
will  be  so  much  the  more  in  my  favor.  Ilis  wife  had  retired 
an  hour  before  he  came.  At  1:30  o'clock  I  took  off  my  boots 
giving  them  in  charge  of  Leroy,  with  instructions  that  if  any- 
thing happened  to  keep  them  with  him.  I  went  to  tlie  door, 
and,  upon  careful  examination^  found  it  not  locked.  I  opened 
it  and  walked  to  the  end  of  a  short  hall,  where  I  found  another 
door,  which  I  opened  without  keys,  leaving  them  wide  open 
behind  me.  I  was  within  ten  feet  of  the  husband  and  wife, 
and  I  knew  from  the  long  and  loud  breathing  they  were  sleep- 
m^  soundlv.  I  crept  into  the  room  very  cautiously,  one  step 
at  a  time,  until  I  reached  the  nail  on  which  the  watch  had 
hun'-'-  the  night  before.  Not  finding  it  there,  I  felt  round  on 
the  floor  and  found  his  pants  close  at  the  front  side  of  tiie  bed, 
in  which  I  found  his  watch  in  a  watch-pocket  at  the  top  of  the 
waistband.  I  took  it  out,  after  which  I  took  his  pui'se,  wallet, 
and.  knife.  I  finally  concluded  to  take  the  pants  and  tiien  left 
the  room,  it  being  so  dark  I  could  not  see  to  get  any  more,  and 
I  had  no  way  of  striking  a  light.  I  closed  the  doors  behind 
me,  and,  after  putting  on  my  boots,  Leroy  and  I  walked  about 
twenty  or  tliirty  rods  in  an  opposite  direction  from  where  we 
lived,  throwing  the  pants  into  a  yard,  and  then  went  home, 
takino-  care  to  conceal  our  bootv  under  a  plank  in  the  walk 
which  led  from  the  street  to  the  house. 

The  next  morning  after  breakfast  we  went  down  town,  and, 
at  this  same  gambling  place  sat  Mr.  A.,  looking  very  serious, 
yet  making  a  great  eft'ort  to  appear  as  usual.  I  saw  he  had  on 
the  same  pants,  minus  the  watch  and  chain,  so- 1  knew  he  had 
not  as  yet  replaced  it  with  a  new  one.  lie  looked  as  if  he  felt 
that  God  Almighty  had  made  some  one,  who,  in  some  way, 
bad  got  the  best  of  him.     I  heard  him  tell  Leroy  his  watch 
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: 

! 

cost  him  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars,  and  that  he  would  ^ 

know  it  if  lie  ever  saw  it,  it  having  the  initials  of  his  name  on  I 

the  seal  at  the  end  of  the  fob.     AVhen  he  arose  to  walk  lie  was  I 

less  pompous  and  did  not  swagger  as  on  the  evening  before,  ^_ 

and  in  his  whole  general  appearance  and  tone,  was  greatly  f 

improved.     The  most  striking  diflerence  was  in  the  absence  of  \ 

the  dangling  fob-chain,  but  I  knew  the  people  would  soon 
become  accustomed  to  not  seeing  it,  and  it  would  make  no 
material  difference  to  them,  or  he  cither,  lie  said  he  had 
nearly  three  hundred  dollars  in  money,  and,  ^'damn  'em,  they 
even  stole  my  knife  and  started  away  with  my  pants,  but  I 
suppose  they  concluded  they  could  not  find  a  man  with  belly 
enough  to  wear  them,  and  so  tlire\v  them   into  a  yard   on  " 

another  man's  premises."  To  which  Lcroy  replied:  '*Its  a 
good  thing  to  have  a  big  belly."  I 

lie  was  the  king  of  the  gamblers  in  Osv.'cgo,  and  I  could  see  : 

he  was  a  favorite  with  them.  On  his  leaving  for  home  I  asked 
him  if  he  would  be  around  at  night.  lie  replied  that  he  would, 
but  he  had  no  money.  I  told  him  I  would  stake  him  for  half 
he  made.  He  said  all  right.  xVccordingly,  we  met  at  the 
appointed  time,  I  putting  up  the  money  and  he  playing  the 
cards  until  he  had  won  one  hundred  dollars,  when  he  quit,  I 
being  fifty  dollars  ahead.  lie  seemed  to  have  regained  very 
much  of  his  usual  cheerfulness.  I  asked  him  to  give  me  a 
descri})tion  of  his  watch  and  seal,  which  he  did.  How  little  he 
thought  while  doing  this  that  I  had  his  watch  and  money,  too- 

Xov,',  while  this  side-show  was  being  enacted,  our  seven  bags 
of  merchandise  were  still  in  the  barn  awaiting  our  pleasure.  At 
last  vre  made  a  sale  of  them  to  a  dealer  in  dry  goods  at  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  less  than  cost,  and  the  next  forenoon  they  were 
hauled  to  his  store  and  put  in  the  loft,,  where  he  and  Leroy 
invoiced  them.  Our  profit  from  these  goods  was  six  hundred 
and  seventy-five  dollars,  and  netted  us  eight  hundred  and  tifty- 
five  dollars  in  all  for  tiiat  one  night's  work.  The  night  we 
took  the  watch  we  o-ot  one  hundred  and  three  dollars,  instead  I 

of  tliree  hundred,  as  Mr.  A.  remarked.  In  dividing  our  booty 
I  told  Leroy  ho  could  take  the  watch  or  the  money.     He  chose  ? 

the  latter.  1 

In  Vss  than  a  week  we  had  made  four  hi  ndred  and  thirty- 
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seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each.  I  had  done  all  I  thought 
best  to  do  in  this  city,  and  much  more  than  I  expected  to,  for 
in  going  there,  my  only  object  was  to  find  some  one  who  would 
cooperate  with  me  during  tlie  season.  I  was  now  pretty  well 
fixed  for  means,  and  in  case  I  should  get  overtaken  in  any  of 
my  exploits,  I  had  the  means  to  buy  my  liberty,  which  I  could 
do  of  nearly  all  of  the  oflicials. 

Leroy  and  I  now  had  a  general  consultation  as  to  the  next 
best  step.  It  would,  we  were  certain,  be  very  hazardous  for 
us  to  continue  longer  in  Oswego,  and  do  anything  in  our  line, 
teroy  had  been  suspected  and  arrested  for  issuing  counterfeit 
mone}^,  and  barely  escaped,  which  he  finally  did,  by  having  a 
good  many  friends  to  swear  him  off.  Still  he  was  looked  upon 
Avith  suspicion,  and  to  carry  on  our  profession  there,  to  any 
extent,  would,  with  such  a  man,  be  a  great  lack  of  judgment 
in  me;  then,  too,  our  being  seen  in  each  other's  society  would 
soon  attract  attention,  and  with  tliis  state  of  tilings  in  prospect, 
"we  thought  it  highly  important  that  we  should  make  a  move. 
I  had  conceived  a  ]^lan  of  operating  on  the  river  and  in  Can- 
ada. They  were  more  thick-headed  in  that  country  and  did 
not  catch  men  *'  on  the  fly  "  as  they  did  in  the  States.  So  we 
settled  the  matter  in  favor  of  going  to  Ogdensburg,  and  to  get 
there  ^\'e  must  go  by  water,  in  the  stage,  on  foot,  or  steal  a 
couple  of  good  horses,  which  last  resort  seemed  to  us  the  most 
sensible  thing  to  do  in  our  case.  Our  teamster  of  the  stolen 
goods  could  tell  us  where  we  could  find  a  splendid  span  of 
matched  carriage  horses,  so  I  prevailed  on  him  to  make  an 
errand  to  the  man's  place,  and  ascertain  if  he  had  saddle  and 
bridle,  or  a  dog.  The  teamster  repoiled  that  he  did  have  an 
awful  cross  dog,  so  I.  took  measures  immediately  to  attend  to 
his  case,  which,  I  found,  proved  to  bo  a  very  successful  mode 
of  treatment.  There  v*as  but  one  saddle,  and  to  buy  one  so 
late  at  night  would  not  do.  I  examined  two  or  three  stables 
without  success,  but  at  last  found  one  in  a  woodshed  close  by 
Avhere  the  horses  were.  We  were  now  fixed  with  all  necessary 
apparatus,  knowing  well  there  would  be  a  right  sharp  chase 
made  after  us,  for  the  owner  of  the  horses  was  a  wealthy  man, 
and,  withal,  as  headstrong  as  the  devil,  and  would  not  hesitate 
to  spend  money  freely  to  gratify  himself  and  to  punish  the 
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thief,  all  of  which  did  not  intimidate  nic  in  the  least.  In  fact, 
it  would  please  me  better  if  I  knew  there  was  some  one  in  hot 
pui*suit. 

When  the  night  came  for  our  departure,  we  started  at  once  *?  % 

for  the  wood-shed,  Lero\^  waiting  at  the  gate  while  I  went  in 
and  got  the  saddle,  and  was  at  the  gate  again  with  it  in  a  few 
moments.  We  were  not  long  in  reaching  the  barn,  and  found 
the  door  well  locked,  but  on  trying  two  or  three  dilfcrent  keys 
of  mine  I  brought  it  open,  and  we  were  master  of  the  situation*  i 

We  were  not  long  in  getting  our  steeds  ready  and  out  to  the  ; 

road,  whicli  was  very  near  the  barn.  I  soon  mounted  mine, 
but  Leroy  could  not  get  on  his,  so  I  told  him  to  lead  him  out  ^    , 

of  town  and  I  would  assist  him.  } 

After  reaching  the  suburbs  I  got  off  and  gave  him  my  horse,  \ 

I  taking  his.  After  exchanging  horses,  we  made  from 
eight  to  ten  miles  an  hour,  and  at  daylight  we  had  put  a  big 
distance  between  us  and  Oswego.  We  were  a  little  north  of 
east  toward  Martinsburg,  Lewis  county.  This  being  the  last 
of  May,  there  vras  but  very  little  grass,  which  made  it  neces- 
sary to  steal  a  bag  of  grain  from  a  farmer,  and,  taking  it  two 

or  three  miles,  we  camped  upon  the  banks  of •  river.     We 

did  not  feed  our  horses  during  the  night,  and  had  traveled  fifty 
miles  or  a  little  more,  and  now  they  were  very  much  in  need  of  • 
it.  After  feeding  the  grain,  and  through  the  day,  we  baited 
them  on  the  coarse  grass  that  grew  in  wet  places  along  the 
river  bank.  Along  this  river  for  miles  was  a  dense  forest, 
making  it  a  convenient  hiding  place  for  such  as  we.  Silence 
reigned  supreme  in  this  place  all  day  long,  whi^h  made  it  a 
desirable  place  to  sleep,  there  being  no  sound  to  disturb  our 
slumber. 

The  war  whoop,  the  crack  of  the  rifle,  the  knife,  tomahawk, 
and  the  bark  canoe,  that  once  enlivened  the  banks  of  this  river, 
had  all  disappeared.     The  Oswegos  had  long  since  retired  from  f 

thi?,  their  once  loved  hunting  ground.  Two  wars  and  the  rapid 
stride  of  civilization  had  caused  them  to  seek  a  country  farther 
off,  and  their  tribe  was  fading  from  the  memory  of  this  gener- 
ation. < 

This  long  day  at  last  ended,  and  we  hailed  the  coming  night 
■with  gladness.     Our  enemies,  if  we  had  any,  weie  behind  us, 
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and  it  was  our  iiitontion  to  ride  sixty-five  miles  that  night,  to 
keep  them  still  farther  in  the  rear.  In  those  days  the  tele- 
graph was  not  in  use,  so  that  we  were  not  in  fear  of  being 
caught  hv  anv  one  in  advance  of  us,  and  to  overtake  us  was 
ahnost  an  impossibility,  having  so  many  miles  the  start  of 
them.  In  the  early  evening  we  started,  and  had  been  on  the 
road  two  hours,  when  we  met  two  men  on  horseback,  they 
halted  as  they  rode  toward  us  and  inquired  if  I  knew  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Sile  Doty,  John  Bell,  or  AVicks.  I  replied  that 
I  knew  all  three,  and  that  my  name  was  Dotv.  I  saw  at  a 
glance  they  were  horse  thieves,  and  I  did  not  hesitate  to  tell 
them  so,  and  with  this  mutual  confidential  talk  we  all  alighted, 
and,  for  a  short  time,  enjoyed  ourselves  Vv'ell,  they  being  pro- 
vided with  a  flask  of  good  brandy.  They  told  where  and 
from  whom  they  had  taken  their  horses.  They  were  a  splendid 
span  of  Indian  and  French  horses.  These  men  promised  to 
meet  us  in  Ogdensburg  in  a  few  days,  we  being  glad  to  have 
them  do  so,  as  they  understood  the  ropes  so  well  in  that  region 
of  countrv.  After  crainin;]:  and  giving^  all  the  information  we 
could  we  took  a  parting  drink  and  were  off,  each  going  their 
own  way,  Leroy  and  I  still  bent  on  accomplishing  our  ride  of 
sixty- five  miles,  which  would  put  a  long  distance  between  us 
and  Oswego  (it  being  one  hundred  and  flfteen  miles),  and  we 
thought  it  was  doing  well  to  travel  that  distance  in  two  days. 
AVe  had  a  feeling  of  safety  in  the  morning  as  we  went  into  a 
piece  of  open  woods  to  spend  the  day. 

A  short  distance  from  where  we  stopped,  and  on  a  cross-road, 
we  discovered  a  farm-house,  and,  on  making  application,  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  our  dinner  and  feed  for  our  horses.  We 
claimed  to  be  lookinij  for  stravs,  which  we  thoucrht  very  likelv 
we  should  And. in  the  woods  round  about  there,  but  in  case  we 
did  not,  we  made  an  arrangement  with  the  farmer  to  return 
and  sta}'  vrith  them  all  night.  In  talking,  and  at  the  same  time 
resting,  we  whiled  away  three  or  four  hours,  which,  to  us, 
would  otherwise  have  been  anotl^er  long  and  tedious  day.  As 
it  was,  however,  night  was  soon  at  hand  and  our  steeds  ready 
for  another  start. 

We  had,  thus  far,  kept  our  horses  in  good  trim,  and  on  this, 
the  third  night,  we  rode  at  a  "  2:40  gait,''  that  we  might  reach 
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Ogdensburg  early  in  the  evening.     ^VQ  arrived  at  9  o'clock 

and  at  once  went  to  a  hotel  for  the  night.     In  tlie  niorninf,^  I 

began  to  look  up  Ogles,  and,  after  a  long  search  and  many 

inquiries,  I  found  him  in  a  remote  part  of  the  city  and  in  very 

poor  circumstances,  even  destitute  of  the  comforts  of  life.     I  '■. 

relieved  his  -^^'ants  immediately  by  a  generous  gift  of  money.  | 

I  said  to  him  that  he  must  be  doing  something,  to  which  he  | 

replied :  .     .        j 

"  I  am  alone,  Avith  no  one  to  help  me.     Wicks,  I  suppose,  is.  ! 

in  prison,  as  I  do  not  hear  from  him."  j 

I  told  him  Wicks  was  safe  and  did  not  stand  in  need  of  any  f 

one's  sympathy.     Ogles  was  the  man  who  assisted  Wicks  ifi  -         j 

stealing  the  Canadian  horses  that  I  bought  while  on  the  farm  ! 

and  sold  to  my  father.  They  were  taken  not  far  from  Ogdens- 
burg. 

Leroy  and  I  took  our  horses  to  a  livery  stable,  owned  by  a 
man  whom  Wicks  said  belonged  to  our  craft.  Here  we  kept 
them  tliree  or  four  days  and  then  sold  them  for  two  hundred 
dollars  to  the  very  man  in  the  country  who,  a  few  days  before,  ^' 

had  a  span  of  horses  stolen.  The  men  we  met  on  our  second 
night  out  from  Oswego,  and  who  carried  the  brandy,  were  the 
very  rascals  wdio  committed  the  deed.     We  took  our  saddles  to  : 

Ogles'  house  and  left  them,  and  tlien  went  to  the  river  to-  ! 

secure  a  job,  in  which  we  failed.  j 

We  then  took  passage  for  Quebec,  wliere  we  knew  we  would  i 

be  sure  to  strike  somethim^  to  our  advantage.  To  iret  a  bertli 
on  a  boat  would  suit  us  better  than  doing  anything  else,  for  in  i 

this  capacity  we  could  have  our  wages  and  still  carry  on  our  c 

profession   successfully.     Our   plan   was   t)   procure   a   trunk  ■ 

(which  we  done  on  our  arrival  in  Quebec,  having  immediate 
use  for  it),  and  then  to  ply  our  trade  in  every  port  we  entered  •      : 

and  on  every  occasion  that  oiiered.     We  intended  to  confine  ■ 

ourselves  mostly  to  things  of  value  and  not  too  bulky,  so  as-  i 

hot  to  fill  our  trunk  in  too  short  a  time,  as  we  intended  to  ship  v 

it  to  Ogles'  house,  there  to  let  it  remain  till  our  coming.     AVe  / 

had  a  great  fancy  for  watches,  and  no  objections  to  fur  goods,  [ 

more  particularly  ca])s,  which  were  very  much  worn  in  that  * 

region  of  country,  and  many  of  them  valuable.     At  tliis  season  ; 

of  the  year  they  were  not  worn,  neither  did  they  take  much  | 
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f 

care  of  thera.     Seeing  them  lie  around  loosely,  I  have  oft';ii  |; 

induced  Leroy  to  go  in,  pretending  he  wished  to  buy,  and,  I 

getting  a  number  on  the  counter,  I  Avould  walk  in  and  ta!:e  j 

one,  while  he  called  the  attention  of  the  merchant  in  another  ; 

direction,  not  even  being  seen  b}''  any  of  the  clerks  in  the  store.  i 

In  this  manner  we  carried  on  \cry  successfully  our  traflic  from  | 
day  to  day. 


i) 


CHAPTEE  XV. 

A  CHANCE   TO     SHIP MAKTI^',    MY     ENGLISH    "  CHIP,"    TURNS   DP 

I  GO  THROUGH  THP:  POCKETS  OF  THE  INMATES  OF  A  BAILOr's 
BOARDING  HOUSE- — I  ROB  A  AVEALTHY  LUMBER  DEALER NINE- 
TEEN    HUNDRED     DOLLARS      IN      ONE     NIGHT FOILED     IN     OUK 

ATTEMET  TO  R0I5  GERMAN  EMIGRANTS -;- TWO  OF  THEM  GRAB  ME 
MARTIN  FLOORS    BOf[I    OF    THEM. 

The  day  dawned  at  last  which  brought  us  the  good  fortune 
of  getting  a  chance  to  go  on  board  of  a  boat  bound  from 
Quebec  to  Halifax,  Leroy  shipping  as  a  coinnion  hand  and  I  as 
steersman,  representing  myself  as  a  number  one  sailor,  whichi 
in  mv  own  conceit,  I  was,  if  not  so  considered  bv^  anv  one  else. 
Our  trunk  was  safely  stored  away,  and  everything  put  in  order 
for  future  operations.  I  was  now  in  my  element.  This  kind 
of  a  life  was  just  what  I  had  always  desired.  I  had  nearly  as 
soon  do  this  as  steal.  I  made  myself  free  in  every  part  of  the 
boat,  told  stories  to  the  hands,  and  soon  became  acquainted 
with  ail  on  board. 

One  day,  shortly  after  we  left  Quebec,  I  met  on  deck  a  pas- 
senger Avho  eyed  me  closely,  and,  after  a  time,  sought  an  oppor- 
tunity to  speak  to  me,  which  was  not  a  common  thing  for 
passengers  in  high  life  to  do,  and,  from  his  appearance,  I 
judged  he  belonged  to  that  society.  He  came  very  close  to  me 
and  said : 

"  Sir,  were  you  ever  in  England  ? " 

"Yes,  sir,"  I  replied. 

"  "Were  you  in  Liverpool  and  London  1 " 

1  told  him  I  had  been.     Then  he  says : 

"Do  you  remember  the  dav  vou  laid  on  the  side  of  the 
mountain  at  the  head  of  Swale  River,  in  compajiy  with  five 

(142) 
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other  men  and  nine  horses,  ^vhich  were  sold  afterwards  in  the 
city  of  London  ? " 

"  Yes,  sir." 

"  I  believe  you  planned  and  conducted  that  expedition.  My 
name  there  was  Martin ;  do  you  know  me?" 

I  never  was  more  rejoiced  to  meet  any  one  than  I  was  to  see 
him.  He  was  the  iiian  of  all  men  I  most  desired  to  find.  I 
felt  that  with  him  I  could  accomplish  any  feat,  no  matter  how 
dilhcult.  lie  at  once  began  making  inquiries  about  Wicks,  how 
we  got  away,  and  f  roni  what  place  we  shipped  for  America,  etc. 
He  said  from  the  time  the  officers  got  on  our  track,  within  ten 
da3^s  all  the  sporting  men  of  our  kind  were  obliged  to  leave  or 
do  w^orse;  that  twenty  of  them,  himself  one  of  the  number, 
crossed  the  Straits  of  Dover  into  France.  That  same  year  ho 
came  to  British  America,  where  he  had  been  most  of  the  time 
since.  He  had  made^Dne  or  two  trips  to  ^STew  York,  Albany^ 
and  Boston,  greatly  in  hopes  that  he  would  come  across  me, 
but  had  about  made  up  his  mind  that  I  was  still  in  Euroj^e. 

Meeting  with  this  man,  -whom  I  had  so  much  desired  to  find, 
and  talking  over  old-time  scenes,  made  the  da3's  pass  rapidly. 
In  our  chats  he  told  me  he  made  his  living  mostly  by  gambling^ 
and  my  reader  will  recollect  he  was  the  one  who  assisted  me  in 
robbing  the  old  Jew  in  the  city  of  Liverpool. 

In  a  few  days  more  we  came  alongside  the  dock  at  Halifax^ 
Kova  Scotia.  As  soon  as  we  landed  I  vras  at  liberty,  but 
Leroy,  being  a  deck-hand,  had  to  assist  in  unloading  before  he 
could  draw  liis  pay.  While  he  was  thus  engaged,  Martin  and 
I  was  looking  up  something  in  our  line  to  do.  I  bought  a  wig 
and  false  whiskers,  for,  as  the  reader  will  remember,  I  was 
obliged  to  leave  my  entire  outfit  in  London,  it  being  in  my 
trunk,  and,  for  aught  I  know,  some  English  nobleman  is  in 
possession  of  them,  strutting  about  on  British  soiL  After  pro- 
curing this  outfit  anew,  we  were  ready  for  anything,  and  to 
find  an  opening  for  business  was  our  next  work. 

Martin  was  on  the  track  of  a  lumber  merchant  who  dealt 
principally  in  ship  timber,  and  who  was  known  to  carry  on  his 
person  large  sums  of  m.oney.  Martin  ascertained  this  from  the 
dealer  himself,  being  with  him  for  this  purpose,  as  much  as  cir- 
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cumstances  would  permit,  at  the  hotel  wlicrc  they  were  both  : 

stopping. 

On  our  first  landing  in  the  city  we  had  taken  the  precaution 
to  keep  some  distance  apart,  he  putting  up  at  a  first-class  board- 
ing house,  I  stopping  at  a  very  common  one,  expressly  for  sail- 
oi-s  and  workmen.  During  my  first  week's  stay  there  I  stole 
an  English  lever  watch,  wliich  I  gave  to  Leroy  to  put  in  our 
trunk,  which  was  still  aboard  of  the  vessel.  The  taking  of  this  • 
watch  made  a  loud  racket  in  our  boarding  house ;  but  a  still 
greater  uproar  was  created  a ^few  mornings  afterwards.  Dur- 
ing the  day  I  went  to  our  trunk  and  emptied  my  pockets  oi 
money,  knife,  and,  in  fact,  of  everything,  and  went  back  to  my 
boarding  place  in  time  to  be  in  bed  in  remarkable  good  season, 
and  was  soon  feigning  a  sound  sleep,  yet  wide  awake  enough  to 
Jcnoiv  when  it  was  my  best  time  to  be  searching  the  pockets  of 
my  fellow  boarders,  and  I  assure  my  readers  I  made  a  clean 
sweep  that  nig-ht  of  all  the  wallets,  purses,  money,  and  knives  1  " 
could  find,  and  deposited  them  all  under  the  fioor  of  a  back  ,^ 

platform  where  I  had  noticed  a  loose  board.   I  was  not  long  in  ; 

doing  this,  and,  when  done,  I  went  back  to  bed ;  and,  as  I  said,  j  J 

there  was  a  commotion  when  we  severally  got  up  and  found  I] 

empty  pockets ;  such  swearing,  and  I  with  the  rest,  would  not 
be  pleasant  for  all  ears  to  hear.  Two  or  three  of  the  men  had 
left  on  the  early  stage,  and  it  was  laid  to  them,  and  so  the  affair 
passed  off. 

Out  of  this  raid  I  got  one  hundred  dollars,  mostly  of  one  man. 
He  was  a  young  man,  living  in  Massachusetts  with  his  w^idowed 
mother,  so  he  told  me,  and  they  bought  a  house  and  an  acre  of 
ground,  and  there  was  still  fifty  dollars  to  pay  on  it  right  away^ 
otherwise  they  would  lose  it,  and  this  was  the  money  ho  had  .; 

saved  for  that  purpose,  and,  as  would  be  very  natural,  was  feel-      .   *         v 
ing  badly  about  losing  it.     My  conscience,  if  I  had  any  left,  1 

smote  me,  so  I  told  him  I  had  a  friend  in  town,  from  vrhom  I  J^ 

thought  I  could  borrow  that  amount,  and  if  I  could,  I  would 
do  so,  and  he  mio-ht  pav  me  in  the  Fall.     I  let  him  have  the  ^ 

money,  and  late  in  the  Fall  a  letter  came  from  him  with  sixty  [ 

dollars  enclosed  and  many  thanks.  | 

By  this  time  Leroy  was  at  liberty  and  had  taken  his  trunk  to  [ 
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another  boarding  place,  so  that  we  ^vere  all  in  separate  places. 
Martin  was  getting  rapidly  into  the  good  graces  of  the  lumber 
dealer,  and  Leroy  and  I  were  making  from  five  to  fifteen  dol- 
lars a  day  plying  our  trade  around  town.  "We  were  never 
seen  upon  the  streets  together  in  a  way  to  be  noticed.  One 
morning  Martin  told  me  that  he  and  the  merchant  were  going 
amono^  the  women  that  ni^^ht,  2:ivinir  me  the  number  of  the 
house,  etc.  I  immediately  started  for  this  place,  where  I  spent 
a  little  money,  which  soon  ingratiated  me  in  favor  with  every 
one  in  the  house.  Allow  me  to  say  here,  that  I  was  so  com- 
pletely disguised  with  my  wig  and  whiskers,  that  there  was  not 
the  least  danger  of  my  ever  being  known  again  by  any  one 
who  I  might  meet  there.  They  gave  me  every  attention,  show- 
ing me  all  over  the  house.  In  the  back  part  they  had  a  room 
nicely  furnished,  and  fitted  into  a  drinking  saloon,  into  which 
gentlemen  guests  were  invited,  and  where  the  ladies  of  the 
house  were  introduced,  and  where  sin  and  vice  abounded  among 
the  upper  class. 

It  only  took  me  a  few  hours  to  learn  the  workings  of  the 
whole  house,  and  the  character  of  each  one  of  its  inmates.  I 
became  on  excellent  terms  with  the  mistress  of  this  domicile, 
and  hinted,  gently,  at  first,  as  to  what  I  had  in  view,  and  to 
which  she  readily  assented.  ISTo  doubt  she  anticipated  a  liberal 
share  of  the  spoils,  but  if  she  did,  her  views  did  not  coincide 
with  mine  at  all,  as  it  was  my  intention  to  make  one  grand  haul, 
and,  forever  after,  give  her  house  a  wide  birth.  She  promised 
me  to  keep  this  little  matter  between  us  secret,  which  she 
would  not  have  done  by  any  means  but  with  the  expectation  of 
having  her  nest  well  feathered. 

"When  night  came  I  had  become  a  privileged  character  in  the 
house,  and  improved  every  moment  in  surveying  every  niche 
and  corner,  and  was  lucky  enough  to  find  out  where  wij  lady 
kept  her  money,  as  it  was  my  intention  to  take  that  in  also. 
We  were  in  what  I  supposed  to  be  her  private  parlor,  when  I 
asked  her  to  give  me  small  money  for  an  eagle;  and,  in  doing 
this,  she  was  obliged  to  resort  to  her  money-drawer,  which  was 
my  object  in  asking  her  to  make  change  for  me. 

Late  in  the  evening  came  Martin  and  the  lumber  dealer, 
both  about  "half-seas-over,"  and  by  this  time  quite  a  number 
10 
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of  the  gentry  of  Halifax,  consisting  of  English,  French,  Ameri- 
can, and,  I  think,  nearly  eveiy  nation  was  here  represented. 
After  awhile  I  told  the  mistress  I  would  like  to  see  her  in  her 
own  apartment.  When  we  were  alone  I  told  her  there  was 
one  man  in  the  house  who  I  knew  had  a  large  sum  of  money, 
and  if  she  would  tell  me  where  he  roomed,  and  lend  me  any 
little  assistance  I  might  need,  I  would  give  her  half  of  what  I 
got  of  him,  to  which  she  readily  assented.  She  told  me  to  stay 
in  her  rooLU  until  she  came  back.  I  done  so,  having  to  ^vait  an 
hour  or  more  before  she  returned.  When  she  came  back  she 
said  he  was  going  to  stay  all  night,  and  that  his  door  was 
locked  and  the  key  left  in  the  lock. 

At  2  o'clock  she  showed  me  the  way  to  his  room,  and,  in 
going  to  it,  I  was  so  fortunate  as  not  to  meet  any  of  the  guests 
still  remaining  in  the  house.  I  went  to  this  man's  door  and 
listened  attentively  for  a  short  time,  when  I  knew  by  the  long 
and  heavy  breathing  they  were  asleep.  Taking  a  pair  of 
plyers,  made  'to  fit  ai'ound  the  stem  of  a  key,  I  opened  or 
unlocked  it  very  easily,  walked  in  very  quietly,  and  took  his 
watch  and  purse,  and  retired,  leaving  them  still  asleep.  Stow- 
ing these  ihings  away,  I  went  down  to  the  private  parlor, 
where  I  found  the  lady  of  the  house  avraiting  me,  anxious  to 
know  the  result.  I  told  her  I  vras  too  soon;  an  hour  later 
would  be  better.  Inviting  me  to  be  seated  until  that  time,  she 
left  the  room,  and,  as  she  closed  the  door  after  her,  I  was  on 
the  way  to  the  drawer  from  which  I  had  seen  her  take  the 
change,  where  I  found  three  hundred  and  four  dollars,  mostly 
in  gold.  Securing  this,  I  made  rapid  strides  out  the  back  way, 
going  through  alleys  until  I  came  to  my  boarding-house.  This 
was  the  largest  "lone  hand"  robbery  I  ever  committed  up  to 
this  time. 

On  that  same  night  and  in  this  same  house,  Leroy  stole  a 
gold  repeater  worth  four  hundred  and.  five  dollars  out  of  a 
man's  pocket,  lying  in  a  drunken  sleep  on  a  sofa  in  one  of  the 
parlors. 

Mr.  Martin,  being  still  there  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  said 
at  that  hour  every  one  in  the  house  was  awakened  by  the 
alarm- being  given  that  burglars  had  been  in  the  house,  and  he, 
amon^  the  rest,  had  been  robbed.     After  listening  to  all  tho 
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facts  in  tlie  case,  Martin  told  tbcni  if  it  should  become  public, 
it  Avould  ruin  the  reputation  of  the  house  and  be  of  no  benefit 
to  any  one.  lie  thought  tlie  better  way  Avould  be  to  engage 
the  services  of  the  ollicers  of  the  city,  which  was  agreed  to, 
he  and  the  lumberman  taking  the  matter  in  hand  for  the  house. 
They  all  felt  certain  that  the  thief  was  no  other  than  the  man 
witli  the  black  whiskers  and  hair,  and  they  were  all  sure  they 
would  know  him  if  they  should  ever  see  him  again. 

In  a  couple  of  days  the  kady  of  this  house  gave  Martin  money 
to  defray  his  expenses  to  Boston  to  look  up  this  man  with  the 
black  whiskers  and  hair.  A  boat  was  leaving  that  morning 
for  Boston,  on  which  Leroy  and  I  had  engaged  ])assage,  and  on 
this  same  boat  Martin  started  for  the  same  place,  which,  of 
course,  was  all  arranged  between  us,  with  this  exception, 
Martin's  passage  being  paid  by  our  friend  the  landlady.  A 
joliy  day  we  had  after  getting  clear  of  the  dock  at  Halifax. 
In.  looking  over  our  matters  I  found  that  from  the  lumber 
dealer,  I  hmi  taken  eleven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and  a 
Avatch  worth  fifty  dollars;  from  the  old  lady  three  hundred 
and  four  dollars.  The  watch,  which  Leroy  took,  was  worth 
four  hundred  dollars,  making  in  all  eighteen  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-four dollars. 

As  we  glided  so  smoothW  over  the  vraters  of  the  Atlantic,  we 
all  regretted  the  circumstances  which  had  compelled  ns  to  leave 
Halifax  so  soon,  yet  we  were  more  than  satisfied  with  our  suc- 
cess in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  and  agreed  we  would  make 
that  city  another  visit  at  no  very  distant  day.  TTe  now  con- 
cluded to  visit  sharply  around  Boston,  and  then  go  to  Xew 
York  City.  When  we  arrived  we  put  up  at  separate  places  some 
distance  apart.  You  wuU  remember  I  had  been  in  Boston 
before  this,  and  at  that  time  had  friends  there,  which,  at  the 
time  of  my  present  visit,  had  disappeared,  where,  I  did  not 
know.  Boston  was  considered  the  best  officered  city  in  the 
United  States  at  this  time,  and  to  do  anything  in  our  line 
required  skill,  and  the  assistance  of  some  one  living  in  the  city. 
After  ten  or  fifteen  days  I  began  to  get  the  inside  track,  and 
managed  to  do  enough,  in  a  small  way,  to  just  about  pay  our 
expenses.  While  I  was  getting  on  in  this  way,  I  made  the 
acquaintance  of  a  German,  v;ho  could  speak  very  fair  English, 
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and,  Avlio  was  a  kind  of  a  runner  for  a  low  German  boarding- 
house,  and  Avas  also  a  tliief  of  the  ^*  first  water."  lie  said  ho 
knew  several  Germans  living  in  the  city,  who  had  plenty  of 
money,  but  kept  it  securely  locked  in  their  old-fashion  iron- 
bound  chest,  where  no  one  could  get  at  it.  I  told  him  I  could 
make  a  key  to  fit  any  lock  if  I  could  see  one,  so  he  took  me  to 
a  friend  of  his,  of  the  same  stripe  as  himself,  who  had  one,  and 
I  saw  I  could  make  a  skeleton  key  that  svould  do  the  job.  I 
took  an  impression  in  -wax,  with  which  I  was  always  provided 
for  that  very  purpose. 

The  next  day  I  dressed  in  my  sailor  clothes  and  went  to 
a  blacksmith's  shop,  and  asked  pennission  to  do  a  job  of  work 
for  myself.  In  a  few  hours  I  made  two  keys,  and  fixed  them 
up  v.'ith  long  handles,  that  I  might  be  able  to  reach  through 
any  lock  they  might  have,  though  I  judged  them  all  to  be  of 
about  the  same  thickness  as  the  one  I  went  to  see.  I  tested 
my  keys  in  the  one  from  which  I  took  my  patern,  and  found  it 
to  work  admirably. 

My  keys  finished,  I  held  a  conference  with  the  hoys,  who 
were  each  day  doing  something  in  the  way  of  picking  pockets, 
etc.  A7e  concluded  to  take  in  partnership  the  German  whose 
acquaintance  I  had  made.  lie  gave  me  a  history  of  his  exploits 
in  his  own  country,  and  I  made  up  ray  mind  lie  was  a  splendid 
thief,  which  subsequent  events  fully  proved. 

A  mile  out  from  the  suburbs  of  the  city  lived  a  German,  who 
owned  and  cultivated  ten  acres  of  ground.  He  made  a  business 
of  gardening,  and  used  to  take  his  vegetables  into  th©  city  to 
sell,  his  wife  always  accompanying  him,  leaving  their  grown-up 
children  at  home  to  attend  to  affairs  there.  It  was  reported 
that  this  old  German  had  plenty  of  money,  in  fact,  "a  chest 
full,"  and  our  intention  was  to  see  what,  and  how  much  it 
really  did  contain,  so  we  watched  out  for  a  day  when  they 
were  away  marketing  to  secure  this  plunder. 

The  German,  our  assistant,  went  out  in  advance  of  us,  and 
if  the  way  was  clear,  he  was  to  put  a  chair  by  the  side  of  the 
door,  and,  as  good  luck  would  have  it,  the  family  were  back  in 
the  field  to  work,  so  when  Martin  and  I  came  along,  we  knew 
by  seeing  the  chair,  that  the  coast  was  clear.  In  an  instant  I 
Avas  out  of  the  carriage  and  on  my  way  to  tiie  house,  Martin 
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driving  on  a  short  dist<ance,  then  turning  back  toward  th6  city 
to  be  ready  for  me  whenever  I  should  Avant  to  return.  On 
entering  the  house  I  hurried  up  stairs  and  made  my  way  to  the 
chest,  opened  it  as  quick  as  the  owner  could  himself,  where  I 
found  a  bushel  of  pennies  and  a  bag  of  gold.  I  tied  it  up  in 
my  handkerchief,  and  wallced  down  and  out  towards  town, 
unseen  by  any  one.  I  soon  caught  up  with  Martin,  jumped  in 
and  we  rode  into  town  in  a  hurry.  In  the  course  of  an  hour 
in  came  our  German,  all  anxiety  to  know  the  result,  and  when 
we  told  him  we  had  a  leather  bag  full  of  gold,  his  joy  knew  no 
bounds,  and  he  said  :  "  That's  the  biggest  trick  ever  done  !  I 
will  tell  you  where  there  is  more."  That's  just  what  we  wanted 
him  to  do. 

That  night  ]Marlin,  Leroy,  the  German,  and  myself,  were 
together  in  my  room  at  my  boarding  place,  counting  our  money, 
and  found  we  had  a  little  over  twelve  hundred  dollars.  We 
thought  this  a  pretty  fair  show  for  the  time  we  had  been  m  the 
city.  We  spent  a  few  days  in  resting,  expecting  to  hear  from 
our  Dutchman  from  whom  we  had  taken  ihe  money,  but  there 
was  no  news  astir  as  far  as  we  could  learn.  Our  German  said 
he  might  not  go  to  his  chest  for  a  year,  but  when  he  did  miss 
it,  the  Dutchman  would  tell  him,  and  would  make  a  loud  noise 
about  it. 

One  day,  while  I  was  sauntering  about  the  wharf,  a  ship 
came  in  with  a  large  number  of  emigrants  on  board,  mostly 
Germans.  I  noticed  several  iron-bound  chests  among  the  other 
things  put  on  shore.  Our  man  ^'Friday"  made  himself  very 
useful  in  giving  them  assistance  (occasionally  giving  me  the 
wink)  in  removing  the  goods  to  their  house  or  stopping  place. 
I  knew  from  the  side  glances  our  German  friend  gave  me  there 
was  mischief  in  his  head,  and,  as  soon  as  he  had  seen  them 
snugly  stored  away,  he  came  to  our  place  and  said :  "  That 
party,  I  am  sure,  have  money,  and  plenty  of  it,  for  they  are 
wealthy  Germans.'' 

Again,  our  gang  held  a  council  and  concluded  we  would  run 
the  risk  of  making  a  raid  on  them  in  some  way.  The  party 
occupied  the  same  room  with  the  chests  both  day  and  night, 
and  to  undertake  to  open  one  of  these  chests  with  eight  or  ten 
men  and  women  in  the  room,  was,  I  felt,  a  hazardous  thing  to 
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do;  but  as  they  were  only  going  to  stay  a  day  or  two  in  the 
city,  Ave  could  see  no  other  way  to  get  their  money,  and  that 
we  wanted  and  determined  to  get,  if  we  could.  I  may  say 
here  they  were  going  to  one  of  the  "Western  States  to  settle. 

Our  German  friend  went  to  spend  the  evening  with  them, 
and  wiis  told  by  us  to  stay  late,  as  they  would  sleep  more 
soundly  for  being  kept  up  after  their  usual  liour.  He  gave 
me  a  full  description  of  the  room  before  he  left,  and  also  the 
exact  spot  where  the  chests  were  located. 

It  was  about  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  I  entered  this 
room  from  an  outside  door,  Martin  and  Leroy  standing  just 
outside  the  door,  that  they  might  be  in  readiness  in  case  I 
needed  help.  Tiie  emigrants  all  seemed  wrapped  in  a  deep 
slumber,  from  which  I  had  no  desire  to  awaken  them,  and  the 
few  feet  I  had  to  walk  before  reaching  the  first  chest,  I  assure 
the  reader  I  tread  very  liglitly.  I  applied  my  key  at  once,  and 
knew  I  had  unlocked  it,  wlien  a  strong  hand  held  me  tight.  I 
took  out  my  key  instantly  and  put  it  in  my  pocket,  and,  by  a 
sudden  wheel  and  jerk,  released  myself  from  this  man's  hold. 
He  called  for  help,  and,  I  should  judge,  a  half-dozen  others 
sprang  to  his  assistance,  and  just  as  1  was  near  the  door,  two 
men  caught  me,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  timely  aid  of 
Martin,  who  dealt  them  each  a  severe  blow,  I  could  never  have 
escaped  from  them,  so  ilrmly  was  I  grasped. 

In  fear  of  the  night  watchmen,  we  went  in  separate  direc- 
tions when  we  left  the  house,  I  slipping  into  a  lumber-yard, 
Leroy  taking  up  quarters  in  a  house  of  ill-fame,  and  Martin 
seeking  tiie  quiet  of  a  country  life,  though  not  tarrying  long. 
he  coming  back  the  next  afternoon. 

It  seemed  that  this  German  party  Avere  shrewd  enough  to 
keep  one  man  on  watch  while  the  others  slept,  and  when  I 
entered  the  room  no  doubt  but  that  he  had  fallen  into  a  drowse, 
and  the  click  of  the  lock  awakened  him,  and  he  at  once  sprang 
upon  me  with  the  fierceness  of  a  tiger.  xVs  I  have  said,  but 
for  the  assistance  of  Martin  (who  seemed  not  to  know  what 
fear  was,  yet  he  was  not  a  man  to  bandy  words  with  any  one), 
I  should  not  have  been  permitted  to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  a 
lumberyard  that  night,  but  rather  that  of  a  station-house. 

After  this  transaction  we  remained  but  a  few  days  longer  in 
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Boston,  celling  the  few  goods  we  had  for  money  enough  to  pay 
all  our  ex[)cnses  and  something  over.  This  business  being  set- 
tled, we  took  a  boat  for  New  York  city,  where  wo  hoped  to  be 
more  fortunate  and  not  meet  a  party  of  emigrants  so  soon  on 
entering  the  city,  who  so  well  understood  how  to  "collar  a 
thief." 


I 

( 

CHAPTEE  XYL  { 

THINKING   OF    UOME A    TEIP    TO   NEW   YORK ON   THE    HUDSON » 

AFTER  A  WESTERN  MERCHANT NINE  HUNDFwED  DOLLARS  BOOTY j 

VISIT    parks'  FOi:  MORE   COUNTERFEIT   MONEY NO    PARKS    TO   BE  1 

FOUND HIRE  A  HORSE  AND    SADDLE "  COME   BACK   WHEN   YOU  | 

GET    READY'' NEVER     GET     READY REACH     HOME STEAL    A  | 

LOAD    OF    PROVISIONS    AND    DISTRIP>UTE    IT   AMONG    THE    POOR.  I 

't 

Summer  had  come  and  ^one,  and  it  bein^:  now  the  fall  of  tlio  \ 

year,  I  concluded  to  make  preparations  for  home,  but  thought  [ 

I  would  try  my  luck  once  or  twice  before  taking  a  final  leave.  1 

Should  I  not  succeed,  I  flattered  mvself  I  had  done  well  since  \ 

I  left  home,  having  made  over  one  thousand  dollars  and  my  .•  ^ 

exj^enscs.     AVhen  wo  reached  Xcw  York,  business  was  booming,  \ 

it  behig  that  time  of  the  season  when  western  merchants  were 
there  to  buy  their  winter  supply,  and  drovers  were  bringing 
their  stock  in  market.     TJnder  these  circumstances  money  must  • 

inevitably  be  plenty  with  the  merchants  before  buying  goods,  \ 

and  wich  the  drovers  after  selling  their  cattle  and  hogs.  I        \ 

It  took  us  one  day  to  look  about  in  order  to  select  the  places  ■        \ 

most  desirable  for  our  quarters  and  for  our  kind  of  business,  \        ; 

though  not  by  any  means  putting  up  at  the  same  hotel,  yet  not  \       | 

too  distant  from  each  other,  but  as  far  as  possible,  choosing  the  '       \ 

hotels  in  which  the  larfrest  number  of  moneved  men  were  stav-  1 

ing.     Having  accomplished  our  wishes  in  this  respect,  we  were         •  ■ 

soon  domiciled  and  at  work,  each  one  doing  enough  to  pay  his  j 

expenses.  1       I 

I  took  a  trip  up  the  Hudson  Eiver  on  a  boat  as  far  as  Troy, 
going  as  steersman,  and  I  might  have  continued  in  this  capacity 
until  winter,  but  one  day  I  saw  a  well-dressed  man  from  the 
West  stop  at  a  hotel,  and  I  accidentally  saw  that  he  had  money, 
and  no  s/nall  amount  either.     After  seeing  him  register,  I  went 
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to  the  "book  and  ascertained  liis  name  and  the  number  of  his- 
room,  and  ^vlien  an  opportunity  offered,  I  Avent  up  and  tried 
my  keys  in  the  lock  of  his  room-door,  and  found  I  had  one  that 
"Nvas  a  fit.  I  kept  Avatch  of  liim  during  the  day,  and  discovered 
that  he  was  in  a  fair  way  to  be  drunk  by  night.  When  he 
came  in  at  11  o'clock,  he  was  in  the  condition  I  had  antici- 
pated—  so  very  full  that  he  really  accomplished  a  feat  in  man- 
aging to  get  to  his  room  and  in  bed.  I  soon  followed  suit  and 
went  to  bed,  though  when  doing  so  my  head  was  as  clear  as  a. 
bell  that  never  was  cracked,  and  \vhicli  I  always  made  a  point 
to  heejy  char,  whenever  I  had  business  of  this  kind  to  manage. 
I  w^as  to  sleep  on  the  same  floor  as  he,  and,  after  waiting  about 
two  hours,  I  got  up,  dressed  myself,  went  to  his  door,  unlocked 
it,  and  walked  in  very  lightly.  I  knew  from  the  amount  of 
liquor  he  drank  through  the  day  that  he*  would  sleep  very 
soundly,  and  I  was  not  mistaken  in  my  supposition.  He  was 
breathing  heavily,  with  now  and  then  a  low  gutteral  sound  like- 
one  choking.  I  found  his  ])ants  lying  in  the  middle  of  the- 
floor,  his  money  and  watch  in  tlie  pocket,  which  I  soon  trans- 
ferred to  mine,  and  left  the  I'oom  as  quietly  as  I  came,  going 
back  to  my  own  room,  and  to  bed. 

In  the  morning  I  was  up  betimes,  taking  the  watch  (worth 
about  twenty-five  dollars)  to  Leroy,  to  have  it  taken  and  put 
with  kindred  stolen  articles  in  the  veritable  trunk,  where  so 
many  had  lain  before  it.  I  hurried  back  to  the  hotel,  that  I 
mif^-ht  be  there  when  mv  victim  came  down  to  breakfast,  to  see 
how  he  would  take  his  loss. 

•  It  was  late  when  he  made  his  appearance,  looking  somewhat 
crestfallen,  yet,  evidently  excited.  lie  went  directly  to  the 
clerk  and  told  him  he  had  lost  his  watch  and  money,  Avhere,  he 
did  not  know.  He  acknowledged  that  the  evenmg  beforo  he 
had  been  in  several  houses,  where  a  good  and  })i-udent  man 
would  not  go.  They  talked  the  matter  over,  and  finally  the 
clerk  says,  addressing  me :  ''  Here  is  a  man  who  will,  perhaps, 
go  with  you  to  find  your  money?"  I  remarked  I  had  leisure 
and  would  bo  willing  to  oblige  him.  xVfter  vre  started  he  told 
me  all  about  his  loss,  and  that  he  wanted  to  go  back  to  these 
places  to  see  who  was  with  him;  so  we  called  at  several  houses 
in  which  he  had  divided  his  time  the  evening  before,  but  on 
making  inquiry,  no  one  knew  anything  abou.  it,  or  saw  any- 
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thing  out  of  tlic  way,  so  we  gave  up  the  search.     This  left  him 

without  any  money  to  buy  goods,  or  enough  even  to  get  home,  ^ 

so  I  generously  oITcred  to  lend  him  fift}^  dollars,  Avhich  he  grate-  \ 

fully  accepted,  and,  as  agreed,  returned  it  to  me  at  my  home. 

He  remained  in  the  city  a  day  or  two  then  returned  to  his  home 

in  Cleveland.     From  this  man  I  got  nine  hundred  dollars. 

Martin  and  Leroy  made  a  simihu'  raid  about  the  same  time, 
but  they  were  not  so  lucky  as  I,  their  amount  being  considera- 
bly smaller  than  that  which  I  had  secured,  and  as  it  was  ray  ; 
last  place  in  which  I  dare  venture  to  operate  in,  Albany  being  I 
entirely  out  of  the  question  for  me  to  even  think  of  stopping,  I  ; 
was  extremely  glad  that  I  had  made  so  good  a  haul  in  Ke\T  j. 
York  City.                                                                                                         ^ 

Martin  and  Leroy  were  agitating  the  question  of  going  AVest,  . 

and  they  wanted  some  counterfeit  money  for  that  purpose,  and  ^ 

to  speculate  in  after  reaching  their  destino.tion.  I,  of  course, 
referred  them  to  my  friend,  Lyman  Parks,  living  oiji  the  "West- 
field  river,  Massachusetts.  They  vrere  so  anxious  to  have  my 
company  that  I  at  last  decided  to  go.  ; 

We  sold  our  trunk  of  goods  to  a  man  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness of  buying  stolen  property,  and  knowing  the  city  to  be 
overflowing  with  thieves  of  all  sorts,  pickpockets  and  gamblers, 
we  bid  jS^ew  York  City  good-bye,  taking  passage  for  Albany,  . 

and  leaving  with  the  satisfaction  of  hnowirig  we  would  not  be  ; 

^missed.     As  I  have  said  it  was  not  our  intention  to  work  up  a  ! 

business  in  Albany,  therefore,  on  our  arrival  in  the  city  we  took 
tho  first  stage  bound  for  Westfleld,  a  distance  east  of  Albany 
ninety  or  one  hundred  miles,  this  being  at  one  time  the  home 
of  Lyman  Parks,  the  engraver,  and  the  great  headquarters  of 
counterfeit  money.  On  arriving  at  a  small  town  near  this 
man's  home,  we  found  the  whole  thing  had  gone  to  pieces. 
The  manufactory  had  suspended,  the  workmen  all  left,  and  no 
traces  to  be  had  of  Jhem.  Truly,  it  was  a  thing  of  the  past. 
This  was  a  disappointment  to  us  all,  but  a  serious  one  in  tho 
estimation  of  Martin  and  Leroy,  who  expected  to  reap  large 
profits  from  the  money  they  would  get  of  Parks.  I  was  going 
out  of  active  service  for  the  season  and  turn  into  winter  quar- 
ters, so  I  advised  them  to  go  and  see  what  Ed.  Cooper,  of  Buf- 
falo, could  do  for  them,  and  they  at  once  took  the  stage  for  the 
city  of  Albany  and  I  to  Troy.     AVe  rode  in  the  stage  together 
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for  several  miles,  and  when  the  time  came  to  say  good-bye, 
they  looked  sad  enough.  ]\Iartin  was  as  good  a  man  as  I  ever 
met,  yet  he  was  disposed  to  do  some  things  I  did  not  entirely 
approve  of.  He  would  knock  a  man  down  on  the  street  and 
talce  monev  or  anv  valuables  lie  miMit  have  about  him,  without 
any  regard  to  whether  he  killed  him  or  not;  but  he  was  as  true 
as  steel  to  his  friends,  in  fact,  they  were  both  true  men.  I  told 
them  I  would  see  them  some  day,  and  if  they  got  into  any 
trouble,  to  let  me  know,  and  I  would  help  them  out.  A  simi- 
lar promise  was  exchanged  between  us,  and  thus  we  parted, 
not  knowing  what  might  happen  ere  we  met  again. 

I  went  to  Troy  and  put  up  at  a  boarding-house,  paying  my 
board  a  week  in  advance.  I  had  given  Martin  my  trunk,  so 
that  I  was  not  encumbered  with  anv  bao-crai,^e,  and  was  thus 
enabled  to  walk  or  ride  as  inclination  or  circumstances  might 
lead  me  to  do.  I  hired  a  horse  every  day,  pretending  I  was 
looking  after  some  horses  to  buy.  Each  succeeding  day  they 
gave  me  a  better  horse,  and  at  last  I  got  one  that  suited  me. 
I  told  them  1  might  not  come  back  until  the  next  day,  and 
they  replied,  "All  right,  come  when  you  get  ready."  I  rode 
off  in  the  direction  of  Schenectady,  and  the  next  morning  I  was 
eighty  miles  from  Troy,  near  Crown  Point.  Here  1  stopped 
for  the  day  with  my  old  friend,  Gid.  Olds,  who  I  found  as  safe 
as  could  be,  he  never  having  been  even  suspected  of  any  tiling 
wifon^.  I  put  my  horse  in  his  barn,  and  we  liad  a  jolly  day 
of  it.  I  recounted  my  exploits  in  England,  and  the  hurried 
manner  in  which  I  took  my  leave,  all  of  which  aroused  and 
interested  him  highly. 

]^io-ht  came  altogether  too  soon,  but  I  thought  it  best  to  let 
darkness  hide  my  way,  and  so  I  started  on.  Morning  found 
me  only  a  short  distance  from  Plattsburg,  where  I  stopped  at  a 
farmers  house  and  got  my  breakfast.  Then  I  went  into  town 
and  sold  my  horse,  saddle,  and  bridle  for  one  hundred  dollars^ 
pretending  \o  the  purchaser  that  I  lived  in  Vermont  and 
wanted  tcTcross  LaVe  Champlain.  I  kept  out  of  sight  of  every 
one  through  the  day,  and  at  night  started  for  home  on  foot. 
I  walked  until  11  o'clock,  and  then  went  into  a  barn  by  tho 
wayside,  saddled  a  horse,  and  rode  him  until  within  about  live 
miles  of  home,  and  tlien  turned  him  loose. 
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I  reached  home  in  the  early  morning,  tellinn^  my  family  I 
had  just  come  off  the  St.  Lawrence  Iliver.  Little  did  they 
think  that  I  had,  just  the  chiy  before,  sold  a  horse  in  Platts- 
burg  that  I  had  stolon.  They  thought  I  had  done  remarkably 
well  in  making  money.  I  told  them  I  liad  done  overwork,  and 
received  extra  pay,  all  of  which  they  were  ready  to  believe. 

In  a  few  days  I  bought  back  the  team  of  Canadian  horses  I 
had  sold  to  my  father  when  I  left  in  the  spring,  and  during 
that  winter  I  made  teaming  my  business,  and  also  followed  it 
during  the  following  spring  and  summer.  I  worked,  at  the 
same  time,  some  land  for  my  father,  on  shares. 

We  lived  only  five  miles  from  the  county  scat  of  Franklin 
county.  There  was  Keircs  on  the  northwest,  on  the  St.  Law- 
rence  l^iver,  and  Plattsburg  east  on  Lake  Cha^jiplain,  two  points 
to  which  I  could  teain  to  and  fro  from  home.  I  spent  a  good 
part  of  tlie  year  1S2T  "on  the  road,  and  done  a  very  good 
business,  and  felt  quite  contented.  Once  in  a  while,  just  for  a 
change,  I  would  take  a  buffalo  robe,  a  saddle,  or  a  set  of  bar.  | 

ness  in  some  one  of  these  places.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing 
for  me  to  come  home  with  an  extra  log-chain  or  two,  some 
clevises,  a  set  or  two  of  Avhipple-trees,  and  such  like.  In  rnan- 
acrin cr  tliis  wav  we  were  never  short  of  such  articles.  In  case  we 
lost  or  had  any  broken,  we  had  plenty  with  which  to  replace 
them.  I  did  not  intend  to  do  this  with  a  view  to  rnaking^ 
money,  still,  I  found  it  quite  profitable.  AVhen  Fall  came  I 
had  eleven  robes  on  hand,  which  I  sold,  one  after  another  as  I 
could  find  a  chap  to  buy,  and  as  often  as  I  sold  one  I  replaced  it 
the  first  opportunity,  making  it  a  point  to  take  them  at  places 
as  far  f j-om  home  as  possible,  and  from  men  well  able  to  buy 
others.  I  gave  one  to  a  poor  fellow,  a  doctor  ot  Bangor,  who 
rode  a  great  deal  and  was  not  able  to  buy.  This  w^ay  of  doing 
kept  me  very  well  contented. 

In  the  winter  of  1S2T,  when  the  sleighing  was  good,  I  got  a  •   . 

man  to  go  with  me  to  Plattsburg,  where  I  stole  a  load  of  pro-  **i 

visions,  consisting  of  tea,  sugar,  flour,  meat  and  rice,  and  tak- 
ing it  all  home,  then  distributing  it  around  among  some  poor 
families  in  our  vicinity,  who  were  very  much  in  need  of  it,  but 
had  not  the  means  to  buy.  I  told  all  these  people  not  to  men- 
tion that  I  gave  them  anything,  and  they  promised  m.e  thcjr 
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would  not,  but  some  of  them  could  not  keep  it ;  consequently 
it  leaked  out  iind  made  a  great  talk  and  wonderment  in  tlio 
neighborhood  —  how  Sile  Doty  could  get  so  many  things  to 
give  away.  At  last  the  talk  and  wonder  ceased,  as  all  great 
events  must  at  some  tune  have  an  end. 

In  this  way  I  passed  the  winter,  and  when  Spring  made  its 
appearance,  I  began  to  talk  about  the  St.  Lawrence  Iliver  to 
my  wife,  but  they  all  set  in  to  have  me  stay  at  home,  work 
some  land  and  continue  on  Avith  my  teaming.  I  saw  no  other 
way  but  to  surrender,  and  done  so  quite  amicably,  spending 
the  season  as  before,  or  in  a  verv  similar  manner,  teaminf^, 
working  and  stealing,  being,  with  the  three  occupations,  con- 
stantly busy. 

This  year  I  drove  stage  a  little  from  Saclcett's  Harbor  to 
Plattsburg.  Here  I  had  a  fine  chance  to  steal,  but  a  very  poor 
one  in  which  to  hide.  Late  in  the  Fall  I  quit,  and  during  the 
winter  I  worked  in  a  blacksmith's  shop,  mostly  on  steel.  I 
made  some  of  the  finest  tools  ever  made  on  this  continent, 
ham  UNCI'S,  knives,  keys  and  saws  that  would  cut  iron  as  easy  as 
you  could  saw  wood  with  a  common  saw. 

One  day,  while  forging  a  fancy  key  for  burglary  purposes,  a 
man  came  into  the  shoj),  and,  greatly  to  my  surprise,  there  stood 
Martin  before  me.  His  business  with  me  was  to  get  my  as-sist- 
ance  in  helping  Leroy  to  escape  from  jail.  He  had  been 
arrested  in  one  of  the  western  counties  of  the  State  of  Xew 
York  for  passing  counterfeit  money,  and  his  trial  was  to  come 
off  in  a  short  time,  and  nothing  could  save  him  from  being  con- 
victed if  he  had  to  stand  trial,  as  a  large  amount  of  this  money 
was  found  on  his  person. 

Martin  and  Leroy  were  operating  in  the  same  towji.  but  that 
he  pLartin)  was  in  disguise,  and  that  on  removing  his  wig  and 
whiskei-s  no  one  knew  him.  He  was  there  at  Leroy's  exam- 
ination and  heard  half  a  dozen  men,  to  whom  he  had  passed 
this  money,  swear  enough  to  send  him  up.  The  several  hun- 
dred dollars  found  on  him  was  enough  for  any  one  to  know  that 
no  amount  of  testimony,  even  in  his  favor,  could  save  him 
from  the  penitentiary. 

After  hearing  Martin's  story,  I  told  him  I  had  just  the  very 
tools  that  would  make  him  a  free  man,  if  ho  co'dd  manage  to 
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get  tbem  to  him,  he  being  confined  in  a  room  in  tho  upper 
stor3\  Martin  replied  quickly  tluit  he  could  tie  them  to  a  long 
pole  and  reach  them  up  to  him  through  the  window.  I  told 
Martin  that  when  he  sent  up  the  tools,  to  write  him  a  note  to 
go  up  with  them,  telling  him  what  each  tool  was  used  for  and  i 

how  to  use  it.     The  next  day  Martin  and  I  went  to  Malone,  < 

our  county  seat,  to  get  nitric  acid  to  use  on  the  saws.  I  was 
very  particular  in  giving  him  information  how  to  apply  it  — 
that  he  must  put  it  on  the  saws  two  or  three  days  before  he  , 

^ranted  to  use  them,  and  then  oil  them  well  when  he  was  ready 
for  operation.  After  giving  him  all  the  advice  I  could  think 
of,  -svhich  ^vould  in  any  way  benefit  him,  and  exacting  a  prom- 
ise from  him  that  he  would  let  me  know  how  they  succeeded 
in  the  undertaking,  I  bid  him  good-bye.  He  then  took  the 
stage  for  Sackett's  Harbor,  and  1  returned  home. 

Martin's  visit  to  Bangor  was  a  subject  for  unlimited  talk  in 
that  vicinity,  and  the  people  were  very  anxious  to  know  what  i 

his  errand  there  could  be.     To  relieve  their  curiosity,  I  told  j 

them  he  was  a  sailor  chum  of  mine,  who  was  with  me  on  the  i 

St.  Lawrence,  and  was  sent  here  by  a  captain,  under  whom  I  ■ 

had  sailed,  and  who  wished  to  secure  me  for  steersman  during 
the  coming  season. 

In  a  few  days  I  received  a  letter  from  Martin,  in  which  he 
said  that  by  means  of  the  pole  he  had  succeeded  in  getting  the 
stools  to  Leroy,  and  in  three  nights  after  that  he  came  forth  I 

from  his  cell  free  as  air,  and  found  a  good  horse  saddled  and  < 

bridled  waiting  for  him.     He  was  not-  png  in  mounting,  and  > 

was  on  the  way  to  Eochester  in  less  t  Jiie  tlian  it  has  taken  ? 

me  to  tell  it.  For  this  act  of  kindness  I  had  secured  Leroy's 
eternal  gratitude.     He  said  if  I  ever  got  caught  and  in  jail,  he  ; 

"would   die   but  what  he  would  release  me,  and  many  other  ^ 

protestations  of  everlasting  good  will  toward  me.  i 

J 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

OFF     AGAIN REORGANIZING     THE     BAND MONTREAL     OUR     FIRST 

BASE   OF   OPERATIONS  —  WE    LEAVE   THERE   WITH    A   YACHT   LOAD 
OF   MERCHANDISE  —  LISTENING  TO  THE  REilARKS  OF  THE    EXCITED 

POPULACE 1   PAY    A   MAn's    HOTEL   BILL  AND  OBTAIN  HIS  TRUNK 

A    BOX   OF   MERCHANDISE   TAKEN    FKOLI   THE    REAR   OF  A  STORE 

AT   NOON A   PROFITABLE    VISIT   TO    ST.  JOHNS,  N.  B. 

Spring  was  now  rapidly  approaching,  and  I  had  a  great 
desire  to  make*  one  more  tour  for  my  last  in  that  country,  for 
I  "was  thinking  ol:  removing  to  the  west  some  time  during  the 
year.  There  were  three  places  in  that  country  that  I  had  a 
particular  spite  against,  though  not  from  any  harm  they  had 
ever  done  me,  but  simply  to  revenge  my  forefathers  for  what 
they  had  suffered  from  the  effects  of  the  war  of  1812-15.  I 
had  been  taught  by  my  own  family  and  every  one  else  with 
whom  I  ever  conversed  on  the  subject,  to  heartily  dislike  an 
Englishman,  and  I  felt  that  I  was  only  paying  up  old  scores 
fvhenever  I  could,  in  any  way,  by  fair  means  or  foul,  get  the 
best  of  them.  I  refer  now  particvdarly  to  Ivingston,  Quebec,, 
and  St.  Johns,  Xew  Brunswick.      \^ 

Making  my  arrangements  accordingly,  I  wrote  to  Martin  at 
Eochester  to  meet  me  at, Kingston  on  the  20ih  of  May,  182S, 
and  at  the  same  time  I  wrote  to  Ogles  at  Ogdensburg  to  hold 
himself  in  readiness  for  anything  that  might  turn  up,  for  I  w\as 
coming  with  a  cargo  of  some  sort,  as  it  was  my  idea  then  to- 
steal  and  load  up  another  yacht. 

At  the  appointed  time  and  place  Martin  was  on  hand,  accom- 
panied by  Ed.  Cooper.  AVe  now  had  a  full  team,  capable  of 
doino-  more  than  six  common  men  could,  and  we  felt  our  impor- 
txince,  knowing  that  we  not  only  had  the  experience,  but  the 
abilitv  to  execute  any  thing  we  might  conclude  to  undertake. 

(159) 
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Three  more  daring  and  capable  thieves  never  stopped  in  Kings- 
ton over  night. 

We  took  a  day  or  two  to  look  around  among  the  crafts  and 
places  of  business,  and  not  feeling  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
prospect,  ^Martin  proposed  that  we  go  to  Montreal,  where  we 
could  secui-e  any  amount  of  help  and  sell  our  goods  in  Quebec 
to  parties  he  knew  of,  or  in  any  other  place  we  might  think 
best.  ]\[artin's  suggestion  meeting  ^vith  our  approval,  we  at 
•once  started,  and,  when  there,  we  found  no  trouble  in  getting  a 
yacht  which  suited  our  convenience  admirably.  Our  next  step 
was  to  search  the  city  and  ascertain  the  places  in  which  we 
could  obtain  a  load  in  the  shortest  possible  time.  Martin  soon 
found  a  man  to  do  the  hauling,  and,  through  him,  we  learned 
of  a  rrenchman  (who  was  a  bird  of  the  same  feather  as  our- 
selves) living  four  miles  up  the  Ottawa  Eivei',  and  we  at  once 
dialled  to  see  him,  and  very  soon  had  him  interested  in  our 
.scheme. 

Everything  was  now  in  worlcing  order,  and  for  several  nights 
•Cooper,  Merlin,  and  myself  plied  ourselves  with  energy  to  the 
task  of  loading  our  Avagon  and  sending  it  np  the  river,  where 
we  secreted  the  goods  in  a  barn.  Thus  we  continued  doing 
omtil  v»-e  had  a  good  full  load  for  our  little  boat. 

In  the  eaiiy  evening  we  untied  her  and  run  her  np  to  the 
nearest  point  we  could  where  our  goods  were  stored,  and 
there  v/e  loaded  her  in  less  than  one  hour.  Precisely  at  11 
■o'clock  v.e  were  ready  to  sail,^and  spreading  out  all  her  can- 
vas we  soon  left  the  mouth  at  ^Ottawa  Eiver  and  the  city  of 
Montreal  in  the  distance.  ^ 

We  were  told  that  on  the  same  evening  in  vvhich  we  left  the 
♦city  with  our  plunder,  there  was  a  big  rumpus  made,  they  just 
having  discovered  that  several  buildings  had  been  broken  into. 
Our  first  few  loads  were  not  discovered,  they  having  been 
taken  out  of  the  rear  part  of  large  wholesale  and  retail  estab- 
lishments, and  our  last  load  taken  from  the  same  part  of  the 
building  used  as  a  liquor  store.  Here  they  kept  the  finest 
brands,  and"  that  was  the  very  kind  we  wanted.  During  the 
day  preceding  the  one  on  which  we  took  our  load,  Martin 
went  to  this  house  to  buy  a  bill,  and  made  an  assortment  of  the 
•different  kinds  vre  most  desired,  which  consisted  of  French 
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brandy,  Holland  gin  and  wine.  In  tlie  meantime  I  had  sent 
for  Ogles,  so  when  we  sailed  away  our  boat  was  manned  by 
Martin,  Cooper,  Ogles  and  myself.  Under  a  good  breeze  from 
the  west,  assisted  greatly  by  the  current,  we  made  rapid  pro- 
gress, and  at  daylight  we  found  ourselves  at  the  mouth  of  the 
St.  ;^^aurice  Kiver.  This  river  at  that  time  was  skirted  b}'  a 
dense  forest.  Here  we  turned  our  yacht  in  and  poled  up  the 
river  a  mile  or  so  and  made  her  fast,  intending  to  spend  the  day 
at  this  spot.  'We  had  a  large  quantity  of  haras  with  our  load, 
and  we  had  not  failed  to  provide  ourselves  with  plenty  of 
bread,  so  tapping  a  keg  of  brandy,  we  lived  that  day  on  bread 
and  ham,  having  the  brandy  to  **  wash  it  down,"  and,  as  the 
reader  mny  rightly  judge,  we  made  a  jolly  day  of  it. 

TTe  knew  tlie  good  people  of  Montreal  would  miss  the  boat 
the  same  as  they  had  the  goods,  and  would  make  an  eflort  to 
find  the  thieves.  AVe  were  sure,  also,  they  would  get  the 
lightest  and  fastest  running  boat  on  the  river,  and  in  all  proba- 
bility would  look  for  us  down  the  river  as  far  as  the  Gulf  of 
St.  Lavrrence.  AVhile  they  were  doing  this,  we  could  unload, 
cut  off  the  masts,  and  sink  the  yacht  to  the  bottom  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  Avithout  leaving  one  trace  to  tell  of  its  fate,  so 
that  all  the  English  and  French  combined  in  the  city  of  Mon- 
treal could  not  lind  her. 

I  will  not  neglect  to  say  that  during  the  day  we  spent  on  tliis 
river  with  our  bread  and  ham,  and  which  we  p>assed  so  agree- 
ably, we  were  entirely  undisturbed,  not  seeing  even  one  man 
anywhere  near  us. 

Martin  had  made  an  ari^c  ngement  with  a  friend  of  his  to  be 
in  readiness  at  a  certain  po:nt,  seven  miles  south  of  Quebec,  to 
take  the  goods  to  a  house  about  a  mile  from  the  river,  and 
there  store  them  until  vre  could  make  further  disposal  of  them. 

As  soon  as  darkness  covered  the  face  of  the  deep  flowing 
river,  we  untied  once  more  our  little  craft,  swung  around,  and 
dashed,  as  with  the  speed  of  an  arrow,  into  the  St.  Lawrence, 
causing  the  white  foam  to  roll  up  in  front  of  our  dainty  little 
boat.  At  2:30  o'clock  we  arrived  at  the  palace  where  we 
intended  stopping.  This  we  found  easily  by  a  light,  which 
could  be  seen  in  the  distance,  and  we  knew  that  our  friend, 
whom  ^\'e  had  engaged  for  this  purpose,  was  at  his  post,  and, 
11 
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as  agreed,  ^vas  swinging  his  lantern,  ^vllicll  ^\■av^  our  only  light- 
house. 

In  five  minutes  after  wo  were  safely  moored  and  made  fast,  a 
team  Avas  driven  close  to  the  boat,  and  in  half-an-hour  one 
wagon  load  was  off  to  its  destination,  and  in  another  half-hour  i 

it  was  re-loaded.     The  third  full   wagon-load  took  the  last  of  | 

our  cargo  from  the  yacht.  In  ten  minutes  we  stripped  her  of 
her  canvas,  cut  down  her  masts,  ])ul  about  a  ton  of  stone  on  ' 

board  that  was  handy  by,  bored  a  hole  or  two  in  her  hull,  and 
shoved  her  into  the  current  of  the  river.     She  moved  slowly  l 

down  stream  for  a  lew  rods;  then  the  sound  of  the  bubblinfr  ; 

water  ^vas  all  that  was  heard  to  tell  us  where  she  had  taken 
rest,  and  still  rests,  and  ^vill,  for  all  coming  time,  and  no  doubt 
in  a  perfect  state  of  preservation.  This  was  the  second  boat 
I  had  assisted  in  consigning  to  a  watery  grave  on  the  bottom 
of  the  Eiver  St.  Lawrence. 

This  part  of  our  business  being  attended  to,  we  hii-ed  our  > 

man  to  take  us  to  the  city  of  Quebec.     Here  we  divided  up  { 

and  took  separate  lodgings,  to  hear  tlie  news,  whicU  we  thought 
must  have  reached  here  by  this  time.  The  })cople  had  just 
heard  of  the  burglaries  which  had  been  committed,  and  the 
stealing  of  the  yacht.  It  occasioned  a  great  deal  of  talk  among 
the  citizens,  yet  they  felt  sure  that  no  such  boat  had  landed  at 
their  wharves.  They  decided  that  whoever  took  it  had  gone 
farther  down  the  river,  perhaps  to  Eivicre-du-Loup,  A^erte, 
Mitis,  Matame,  or  St.  ^nne.  They  felt  positive  that  it  was 
done  bv  some  rene^-ade  Americr^JS.  and  it  was  hii2:hly  necessarv 
a  better  and  closer  watch  be  kq^J'i-ii  their  cities,  etc.  Martin 
and  the  boys  '\vere  greatly  amused  at  the  extravagant  ideas 
and  expressions  of  the  good  people  of  Quebec,  the  great  city 
of  the  British  Province,  where  all  the  wis(}  heads  of  the  empire 
were  accustomed  to  gather  as  their  headquarters.  We  were 
certamly  very  much  edified  to  hear  their  conjectures,  and  we  j 

voted  ourselves  as  being  among  those  of  their  most  interested  J  * 

listeners.  ; 

During  the  three  or  foui-  days  that  we- spent  in  this  way,  we 
were  at  the  same  time  disposing  of  our  goods  to  a  variety  store  ; 

merchant  in  Quebec,  and  vre  delivered  them  in  daytime  at  the  ! 

back  part  of  the  store.     They  invoiced  nearly  eighteen  hundred  ! 
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dolIcU'o,  but  Avc  received  from  the  merchant  only  sixteen  hun- 
dred dollars.  Aftei*  payini;'  the  teamsters  for  their  labor,  the 
remainder  of  the  money  Avas  equally  divided  between  ]\Iartin, 
Cooper,  Ogles,  and  myself,  the  share  of  each  being  a  little  less 
than  four  hundred  dollars.  This  matter  being  settled,  Ave 
must  seek  for  something  else  to  do.  AVe  stayed  here  several 
days,  picking  pockets  and  taking  such  "things  as  ^ve  could 
dispose  of  to  pay  our  expenses,  which  we  did,  and  had  something 
over.  This  kind  of  operating  we  carried  on  by  day  as  well  as 
night.  To  narrate  here  all  the  j^^^'ticulars  of  our  stay  would 
not  interest  the  reader;  suffice  it  that  I  mention  one  or  tvv'o 
instances  among  the  many  which  occurred. 

Martin  went  into  a  store  one  evening  and  asked  a  merchant 
to  show  liim  his  best  silk  shawls,  wliich  the  man  at  once  laid 
on  the  counter  before  him,  when,  at  this  moment,  in  walked 
Cooper  and  Ogles,  and  called  the  merchant's  attention  to  the 
farther  part  of  the  store,  and  on  the  other  side,  Martin  going- 
over  with  the  others,  and  while  they  were  buying  some  small 
things,  I,  wiio  had  been  standing  at  the  door,  slipped  in  and 
took  a  shawl  and  walked  out  unseen.  After  making  their  pur- 
chases in  the  back  |)art  of  the  store^  tliey  returned  to  the  shawls, 
but  on  looking  at  them  Martin  -c^dd  not  suit  himself  as  to 
color,  therefore,  would  not  buy,  and  they  all  left  the  store. 
Many  an  article  I  have  taken  in  this  way,  even  in  daylight, 
and  not  been  detected. 

Martin  came  to  me  one  da}"  and  said  that  a  man,  putting  up 
in  the  same  house  as  himself,  had  gone  out  in  the  country, 
leaving  his  trunk  in  his  room,  and  he  thought  it  must  be  valu- 
able, judging  it  by  the  man's  appearance.  lie  said  he  was  my 
size  and  looked  like  me  when  I  had  my  whiskers  on.  In  the 
eyening  I  fixed  up,  went  to  the  clerk  and  told  him  I  had 
returned  sooner  than  I  expected  to,  and  would  pay  my  bill  and 
have  my  trunk  sent  off,  all  of  which  was  done,  I  having  a  dray 
ready  to  take  it.  1  showed  no  nervousness  as  I  put  it  on  the 
dray  and  ordered  it  taken  to  the  doclc,  where  a  boat  was  ready 
to  start.  I  soon  had  it  on  board,  directed  to  Ogles  at  Ogdens- 
bur^r.     At  the  same  time  Martin  wrote  to  his  wife  to  take 

CD 

charge  of  it  till  he  came.  ■  I  will  give  you  right  here  a  descrip- 
tion of  its  contents,  that  you  may  know  how  it  compared  with 
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the  owner's  ?iiory.  'J'licre  was  a  fine  suit  of  clothes,  some 
jnoncv  raid  a  silver-mounted  i)Jstol,  all  together  beins:  worth 
about  two  liundred  dolhirs. 

The  next  day  when  the  I'eal  owner  came  back,  he  called  for 
his  key,  when  the  clerk  looked  at  his  book  and  said:^ 

"You  paid  your  bill  last  night.  Do  3'ou  wish  for  the  samo 
room  airain?" 

o 

"I  was  not  here  last  nig'lit;  I  left  yesterday  morning  and 
have  not  been  back  till  now,'^  the  man  replied. 

The  clerk  tlien  went  up  to  tliis  room  and  found  the  trunk 
gone,  examined  his  book  again,  and  tlien  said: 

"  Some  man  has  paid  your  bill  and  taken  your  trunk." 

"I  can't  help  it;  I  left  it  in  your  care,  and  I  want  it  or  I 
want  ])ay  for  it ! " 

AVhen  asked  to  describe  its  contents,  he  said  there  Avere  two 
suits  of  clothes  in  it  worth  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  doUai^, 
my  shirts,  a  silver-mounted  pistol,  and  one  hundred  dollars  in 
gold. 

Martin  said  by  this  time  quite  a  crowd  had  gathered  around 
them,  when  the  landlord  said  he  would  settle  with  him  and  to 
say  no  more  about  it,  which  he  done,  lie  paying  him  two  hun- 
dred and  liftv  dollars. 

One  day  a  merchant  was  receiving  a  large  ar.iount  of  goods 
from  the  dock,  aiul  was  having  them  unloaded  at  the  back  part 
of  the  store.  AVe  had  interested  ourselves\'.ough  in  the  goods 
to  keep  watch  of  the  proceedings,  and  it  being  near  dinner 
time,  we  engaged  a  drayman  to  be  on  liand  at  that  hour.  Tery 
soon  the  clerks  and  workmen  left,  when  Martin  went  in  the 
store  to  entertain  those  remaining.  Cooper  and  I  then 
visited  the  bade  part  where  our  dray  was  waiting,  and 
without  any  parleying  we  picked  up  a  box  full  of  merchandise 
and  hoisted  it  on  the  dray  without  the  least  trouble,  and  it  was 
carried  to  the  house  of  a  friend  and  put  out  of  sight,  there  to 
await  further  action. 

In  a  day  or  so  this  box  was  missed,  the  merchant  declaring 
it  had  not  been  sent,  that  there  had  been  a  mistake  in  the  ship- 
ping bill,  and  he  did  not  mean  to  pay  for  goods  he  never  received. 
IIow  they  made  out  about  it,  I  never  knew,  nor  ever  cared  to 
learn. 
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I  defaced  the  name  on  the  box  and  in  a  short  limo  shipped  it 
to  Ogdensburg,  and  went  myself  the  same  time  as  the  box. 
Keaching  my  destination  I  examined  its  contents,  and  found  it 
contained  goods  made  in  ^Manchester,  Engkmd.  It  had  been 
washed  and  rinsed  in  the  waters  of  the  Irwell,  England.  There 
was  one  unbroken  and  unmarked  package,  which  we  found  to 
contain  calico,  and  of  the  best  nuike,  and  would  bring  a  good 
price.  It  was  said  to  be  the  best  make  in  the  world,  such  as 
our  mothers  wore  for  their  "Sunday-best-go-to-meeting,"  and 
our  young  ladies  were  married  in,  and  were  proud  of  it,  where 
now  silk,  satin,  and  lace  are  considered  indispensable  articles 
for  such  occasions. 

I  sold  the  goods  and  trunk  for  six  hundred  dollars,  keeping 
the  pistol  myself,  and  in  a  da}^  or  two  afterwards  returned  to 
Quebec,  dividing  the  spoils  with  my  partners.  All  was  quiet 
there,  not  even  hearing  one  word  said  in  regard  to  the  goods 
or  the  trunk.  Martin,  as  you  wilU remember,  had  been  in 
Quebec  before  this,  and  had  made  good  friends  among  some  of 
its  citizens,  who,  also,  had  no  objection  to  acting  as  accom- 
plices, so  that  ^ve  could  carry  on  i  vjarge  trade,  and  have  a  place 
to  stow  away  our  plunder,  and,  ;^  need  be,  secrete  ourselves. 
It  was  from  this  city  w^e  both  sbi^ipped  on  the  same  boat  for 
Halifax  on  our  first  meeting  since  the  time  we  parted  in 
London. 

"VVe  bad  been  here  now  four  weeks,  and  our  profits  had  netted 
us  one  thousand  dollars  each.  I  was  impressed  with  the  idea 
that  we  were  getting  to  be  looked  upon  with  suspicious  eye.*, 
and  it  would  be  prudence  in  us  to  seek  another  field  of  labor; 
but^  where  to  go,  or  in  what  direction,  was  a  question  which 
remained  to  be  settled.  There  was  one  place  I  had  never 
visited,  and  to  which  I  felt  a  desire  to  go,  and  that  was  to 
St.  -Johns,  Xew  Brunswick,  a  place  of  some  imj)ortance,  and  I 
was  greatly  in  hopes  to  make  a  raise  of  a  large  amount  of 
money  here,  and  then  start  homeward. 

Our  next  question  was  to  decide  which  route  would  be  best 
to  take.  ^Ye  could  go  through  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  to 
Prince  Edward's  Island,  and  from  there  one  hundred  and  five 
miles  along  the  coast,  through  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  to  St.  Johns ; 
or  we  could  go  across  the  country,  a  distance  of  four  hundred 
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miles,  instead  of  nine  hundred  miles  bv  water.  I  was  in  favor 
of  taking  four  good  horses  and  crossing  the  country,  but  a  ride 
of  four  hundred  miles  on  horseback,  through  an  unsettled 
region,  did  nut  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  others,  and, 
as  the  majority  rules,  I  ve^y  readily  acquiesced  to  go  b}''  water. 

"We  were  obliged  to  wait  several  days  for  a  boat  going  to 
Liverpool,  Xew  iJrunswick,  but  the  opportunity  came  at  last. 
Ogles  and  I  shipped  as  hands.  Cooper  and  Martin  as  passen. 
gers.  I  stood  at  the  wheel  nearly  all  the  time  during  the  day, 
which  gave  me  a  line  opportunity  to  see  the  scenery  along  the 
coast  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  It  was  perfectly  grand,  and  will 
compare  with  any  in  the  old  Avorld  for  beauty  and  sublimity. 
All  along  the  shore  there  was  proof  of  powerful  upheavals  of 
*the  earth  at  some  age  in  the  ]ouo;  gone  bv.  I  regretted  exceed- 
ingly  when  our  trip  was  at  an  end,  it  taking  us  but  tliree  days 
to  make  the  distance,  when  we  landed^at  Liverpool,  a  point 
west  of  Prince  Edward's  Island.  It  wa^^j^nall  place,  about 
one  hundred  miles  from  the  capital  of  tiie  Island.  Here  we 
had  to  stay  a  few  days,  waiting  for  a  boat  to  take  us  south  to 
Shediac,  a  town  on  the  west  side  of  the  Straits  of  Xorthumber- 
land,  which  divides  the  Island  from  Xew  Brunswick  and  Xova 
Scotia. 

AVhile  in  Liverpool  I  kept  on  my  sailor  dress,  Martin  and 
Coo{)cr  plaving  the  parts  of  gentlemen.  I  went  through  all  the 
trunks  in  the  house,  where  Martin  and  Cooper  stopped,  in  the 
day  time.  Ogles  and  I  put  up  at  another  place,  where  I 
found  work  for  the  night.  Idleness  not  being  one  of  my  traits 
of  character,  I  rested  neither  day  or  night.  I  found  out  by  pros- 
pecting that  one  of  the  boarders  in  the  house  where  Martin 
was,  carried  a  nice  watch  and  some  money,  so  I  thought  I 
would  visit  him  at  night.  I  went  to  bed  as  usual,  but  not  to 
sleep,  and  as  soon  as  the  proper  time  came  I  left,  went  to  this 
man's  room  when  he  was  asleep,  and  took  from  him  a  gold 
watch  and  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars  in  silver  and 
gold,  taking  it  to  my  room  where  Ogles  was  ready  to  let  me 
in,  not  one  in  the  house  knowing  that  I  had  been  out. 

In  the  morning,  when  the  man  whom  I  robbed  made  his 
appearance,  jMartin  said  he  made  a  great  ado,  and  he  (Martin) 
proposed  that  every  man's  baggage  in  the  house  should  be 
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searched,  and  a  certaiu  number  were  appointed  to  do  it,  Cooper 
being  one  of  them.  In  lookin^;-  through  the  various  trunks 
Cooper  discovered  in  one  a  very  fine  Spanish  sword,  stiletto 
and  pistol,  all  silver  mounted.  He  made  no  dehiv  in  telling 
me  of  it,  and  where  to  find  it,  and  that  night  after  dark,  before 
an}'  of  the  guests  had  retired,  I  slipped  into  the  house  and  up 
to  this  man's  room,  stealing  the  whole  set.  The  next  morning 
we  all  took  a  boat  for  Shediac,  and  from  there  we  went  to 
St.  Jolms  by  stage.  On  our  ariival  there  we  separated  as  was 
our  habit,  each  seeking  a  place  to  suit  our  convenience. 

In  this  place  we  remained  eight  weeks,  Martin  and  I  being 
the  leaders,  and  doing  the  largest  part  of  the  business,  tliough 
Cooper  and  Ogles  assisting  as  far  as  their  ability  w^nt. 
Altogether  we  secured  about  fourteen  hundred  dollai's,  when  we 
all  tiled  of  the  place  and  ilv }  petty  way  of  doing.  AVe enjoyed 
a  larger  sphere  of  action,  ..hd  in  order  to  find  this  haven  we 
took  a  boat  for  Portland,  Maine,  where  we  stopped  but  a  few 
days,  yet  we  made  it  pay  us  well,  securing  six  hundred  dollars 
here.  Portland  is  on  a  peninsula  extending  into  Casco  Bay 
one  of  the  finest  and  safest  harbors  on  that  coast. 


CHAPTEE  XYIIL 


THE   season's    campaign   NEARLY   OYER A   DIVISION   OF    SPOILS 

THE   GANG    SEPARATE MARTIN   AND   COOPER   GO   SOUTH OGLES 

AND    MYSELF    BOUND    FOR    HOME ON     OUR    WAY    WP:    STEAL    A 

SPLENDID     TEA>£    OF     HORSES ARRIVAL     HOME MY    MODE    OF 

LIVING     EXCITES     SUSPICION    IN    MY    FATHEr's    NEIGHBORHOOD 


I 


\i 

It  \vas  now  Fall  of  thd^year,  and  feeling  very  well  satisfied 
with  our  summer's  business,  I  thought  of  going  direct  home 
from  this  place;  and  Ogles,  too,  was  ready  and  anxious  to  quit. 
Martin  and  Cooper  were  not  so  easily  satisfied,  and  were  bound 
to  go  to  Baltimore  and  ^7ashington,  and  when  through  there, 
go  farther  south  and  spend  tbe  winter  in  isew  Orleans. 

As  the  time  anrrived  for  us  to  separate,  it  was  necessary  to 
have  a  final  settlement.  I  gave  Martin  the  stiletto,  Cooper  the 
sword,  and  Ogles  tiie  pistol.  Cooper  and  Martin  then  took  a 
boat  for  Xew  York.  Ogles  and  I  had  not  yet  decided  which 
way  v/as  best  for  us  to  go  home.  I  did  not  like  to  ride  on 
horseback  quite  so  far  as  from  Portland,  so  we  at  last  concluded 
to  take  the  stage  to  a  place  near  the  central  part  of  Kew  Hamp- 
shire, called  Moultonboro'.  Here  we  stayed  four  or  five  days, 
trying  to  get  work,  which  we  finally  did,  tliat  of  chopping 
wood,  about  ten  miles  in  the  country.  "We  started  for  this 
place  a  little  before  night. 

On  the  morning  of  this  same  day  I  saw  a  man  in  town  who 
owned  a  splendid  span  of  horses,  and  who  took  the  stage  for 
Concord,  intending  to  be  absent  five  or  six  days.  I  had  seen 
these  horses  on  the  street  several  times  and  greatly  admired 
them.  They  were  a  deep  bay,  weighing  about  one  thousand 
pounds  each.  The  barn  in  which  they  were  kept  stood  back 
of  his  house,  and,  bv  tearing  away  and  making  a  small  opon- 

(168) 


THK    LIFE    OF    SILK    DOTT.  169 

ing  in  tho  fence,  would  enable  us  to  take  tliem  out  at  the  back 
end  of  tiie  lot  into  an  alley. 

Thus  far  our  arrangements  were  made,  when  wo  left  the 
town  in  quest  of  tlie  phico  where  we  had  engaged  to  cut  wood. 
I  may  soy,  too,  that  I  had  accidentally  noticed  a  very  fine  sad- 
dle in  the  stable  connected  with  the  hotel  where  we  were  stop- 
ping, and  which  Vvc  needed  to  complete  our  outfit.  AVe  had 
not  far  to  go  till  we  came  to  a  very  inviting  piece  of  woods,  so 
very  quiet  that  we  could  not  resist  the  temptation  to  walk  inta 
them  a  short  distance  and  sit  down  for  a  rest. 

Here  we  slaved  until  dark,  then  retraced  our  steps,  and  while 
the  family  were  still  up  in  the  house,  we  took  down  the  fence 
and  left  it  open,  while  we  went  to  the  carriage-barn  at  the  hotel, 
secured  the  saddle,  taking  it  on  my  shoulder  to  the  place 
where  our  horses  werc,*and  before  the  good  people  of  this  quiet 
little  village  had  gone  to  bed,  we  were  mounted  and  off;  going 
south  only  half  a  mile,  then  returning  and  going  through  town,, 
taking  our  course  westward,  in  the  direction  of  a  place  called 
Warren.  We  rode  that  night,  without  feeding,  a  distance  of  sixty- 
five  miles.  We  had  no  idea  where  wo  should  spend  the  day,, 
our  object  bejng  to  get  as  far  away  from  our  starting  point  as- 
possible;  but  as  da}'light  approached  we  turned  off  at  the  first 
by-road,  and  continued  on  slowly  a  mile  or  two,  until  we  came 
to  a  clearing  and  a  farm  house,  wdiere  we  stopped  and  asked 
if  wo  could  get  breakfast,  to  which  they  replied  in  the  aliirma- 
tive.  ATe  also  asked  to  have  our  horses  fed,  telling  them  that 
viQ  ^v'ere  looking  for  a  tract  of  timbered  land,  and  had  been 
directed  to  them  by  the  people  of  the  little  town  near  by.  We 
said,  too,  we  were  buying  with  a  view  to  settling  on  it.  This 
story  took  charmingly  with  these  people,  and  they  were  very 
ready  and  willing  to  oblige  us  in  any  way  we  might  desire. 
Telling  the  man  we  had  taken  a  very  early  start,  to  have  time 
to  thoroughly  examine  the  country  around,  and  would  pay  him 
if  he  had  the  time  to  show  us  that  part  wdiich  he  considered  the 
most  desirable,  he  seemed  to  consider  it  a  pleasure  to  do  so. 
Having  the  good  of  our  horses  in  mind,  we  offered  to  i)ay  a 
young  man  half  a  dollar  to  rub  each  one  an  hour,  while  wo 
were  viewing  the  country. 

We  returned  to  the  house  a  little  after  noon,  and,  telling  our 
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host  wc  were  tired  from  the  cfTects  of  our  early  start,  and  the 
lonij  walk  wc  had  just  taken,  that  if  he  had  no  objections,  we 
would  lie  down  and  rest,  which  we  did,  sleeping  two  or  three 
hours.  AV'hen  we  awoke  it  was  near  the  close  of  day,  and  wo 
told  our  host  it  being  so  late,  we  would  be  thankful  to  get 
su})per  before  starting,  as  it  would  bo  a  pleasant  evening's  ride 
back  to  town.  Soon  after  tea  we  left,  telling  them  we  would 
return  in  the  morning  and  decide  as  to  the  location  of  the  land 
we  intended  to  buy.  AYe  each  gave  the  man  a  dollar  as  we  bid 
him  good  evening;  but,  if  my  recollection  serves  mo  right,  we 
never  went  back  to  take  up  the  land,  and,  for  aught  I  know, 
they  may  still  be  expecting  us. 

That  night  we  rode  about  fifty  miles,  and  then  turned  off  at 
a  farm-hou;je  as  before,  making  a  similar  errand,  and  spending 
a  part  of' "tlljj;  day.  AVe  then  rode  on  in  daylight,  and,  when 
night  came,  stopped  at  another  country  house,  west  of  the 
capital  of  Yermont,  near  AVaterbury,  and  with  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Gage,  whom  I  had  met  in  other  days,  and  who  assisted 
me  then  to  two  good  horses,  and  had,  also,  at  one  time,  bought 
a  span  of  me.  Eeacliing  this  place,  ^ve  felt  we  were  among 
friends,  and  could  rest  a  few  days  in  perfect  safety,  which  we 
were  Had  enou;:^'li  to  do,  our  loni^-  ride  being  rather  wearisome. 

Froin  here  we  went  down  to  Crown  Point  and  crossing  over 
into  Xew  York,  making  Gid.  Olds  another,  and,  as  it  proved,  a 
last  visit.  At  this  time  he  had  a  large  quantity  of  stolen  prop- 
erty secreted  on  his  premises,  consisting  of  horses,  buggies,  and 
various  other  articles,  much  too  numerous  to  mention. 
He  was  finally  arrested,  convicted,  and  sent  to  the  penitentiary 
for  five  years,  and  that  is 'the  last  I  have  ever  heard  of  Gid. 
On  leaving  there  we  went  north  to  a  small  place  named  Bed- 
ford, on  the  Saranac  Eiver,  and  here  we  were  only  twenty-five 
miles  from  my  home.  'We  spent  a  part  of  the  day  here,  then 
'started  homeward,  where  we  arrived  in  good  time. 

I  told  my  wife  and  family  I  had  been  on  the  St.  Lawrence 
Eiver,  and  had  just  left  the  boat  at  Ogdensburg,  and  having  a 
chance  to  buy  a  horse  at  a  very  reasonable  price,  took  it  and 
came  home. 

The  next  thing  on  the  programme,  and  which  was  in  accord- 
ance with  our  previous  plans,  along  came  Ogles  and  stopped 
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I 

for  dinner  at  my  fathers  house,  they  not  knowin^^  hini  to  bo  \ 

an  acquaintance  of  mine  or  that  I  had  ever  seen  him.     After  | 

dinner,  as  he  was  about  starting,  I  bantered  liini  to  buy  his  I 

horse.     After  a  great  deal  of  talk,  lie  reluctantly  consented  to  I 

sell  him  for  eighty  dollars  in  case  T  would  take  him  to  Ogdens-  I 

burg,  a  distance  of  fifty-live  miles.     This  I  said  I  would  do,  so  j 

putting  the  two  horses  together,  I  started  that  afternoon,  trav-  I 

eling  at  night,  and,  also,  in  order  to  p:iy  expenses,  stole  three  I 

buffalo  robes  along  the  road,  selling  them  the  next  day  to  our 
man  in  Ogdensburg  for  twenty-live  dollars.  On  my  return 
home  (T  came  in  the  night),  I  took  a  couple  for  my  own  use.  5 

I  passed  the  winter  mostly  in  idleness,  occasionally  doing  a  | 

little  at  teaming.     But  all  this  time  I  was  becominfr  more  and  i 

more  coll]^inced  that  it  would  be  decidedly  best  for  me  to  go  I 

west  as  earl 5^  as  possible  in  the  next  year.     1  began  to  feel  | 

almost  certain  that  some  of  my  doings  would  leak  out  —  that  | 

the  hour  of  retribution  was  close  at  hand.     It  had  become  com-       .  ^ 

mon  talk  among  all  in  that  part  of  tl:e  town,  liow  Sile  Poty 
could  afford  to  buy  and  feed  so  many  horses,  have  so  much 
money,  and  not  do  anything.     I  had  at  this  time  four  stolen  j 

horses  on  my  fathers  farm,  and  almost  every  kind  of   agri- 
cultural implements  that  could  be  named,  even  down  to  axes  j 
xmd  hoes.  I 

An  event,  though  but  trifling,  occurred  in  the  early  spring,  ! 

which  was  the  heaviest  blow  my  reputaiion  had  yet  received,  j 

and  which  had  a  tendency  to  greatly  inci'ease  my  desire  for  a 
chano-e,  and  in  a  degree  made  me  restless  and  uneasy,  creating 
within  me  a  longing  for  the  time  to  arrive  when  I  could  bid 
my  early  home  good-bye. 

This  little  incident,  of  which  I  make  mention,  I  will  relate: 
A  merchant  living  at  [Malone  engaged  me  to  go  to  Lewisville 
for  a  load  of  plows,  giving  me  an  order  for  just  so  many.  I 
drove  my  team  around  to  where  the  plows  were,  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  hardv;are  merchant,  loaded  them  on  the  wagon. 
AVhile  my  horses  were  eating,  and  the  ov\'ner  was  at  dinner,  I 
put  an  extra  plow  on  my  wagon.  I  hitched  up  my  horses  and 
drove  off  before  the  merchant  returned.  The  extra  plow  I  took 
home.  On  the  next  day  the  vender,  accompanied  by  a  con- 
stable, came  with  a  warrant  for  my  arrest.    "When  I  saw  them 
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coming,  I  knew  in  a  moment  who  they  were  looking  for,  and 
accordingly  went  to  meet  them,  when  they  at  once  made  known 
their  business.  I  proposed  to  settle  the  matter  (in  case  they 
would  give  me  no  trouble)  by  paying  them  fifty  dollars  and 
keeping  the  plow.  This  they  ])eremptoriIy  refused  to  do,  but 
after  a  long  parley  they  said  if  1  would  give  them  one  hundred 
dollJirs,  it  should  end  the  whole  matter.  I  did  so  and  they 
left,  but  they  had  circulated  it  all  over  Malone,  and  I  assure 
my  readers  the  story  was  well  ventilated  before  the  worthy 
people  of  that  section  was  done  with  it. 

This  last  affair  hurt  my  feelings  and  reputation,  but  not  to 
the  extent  that  it  did  my  wife  and  family,  and  for  their  sake 
more  than  my  own,  I  firmly  resolved  to  leave  the  country 
where  I  <^yas  branded  as  a  thief.  After  coming  to  this  m.ost 
emphaticX*  ^cision,  I  made  every  possible  haste  in  arranging  my 
affairs  preparatory  to  leaving  that  part  of  the  country. 


CHAPTEIi  XIX. 

DEPAKl^   FOR   TUE   "WEST LOOAIE   AT   ADRIAN,  >nCir. TUIS   REGION 

INFESTED    Vi'ITU     RASCALS    OF   ETERY    GRADE A   NEW    GANG   OR- 
GANIZED  1    BECOME    THE    CHIEF AYICKS    TURNS    UP    AGAIN 

WE  6TEAL  A  TEAM  OF  HORSES  AND  SELL  THEM  AT  ASHTABULA,  O. 

BACK   TO    DETROIT FOLLOW  DRUNKEN    TEAMSTERS    AND    STEAL   A 

LOAD    OF   THEIR    GOODS TRYING   OUR    HAND  AT  SMUGGLING GO 

THROUGH    THE    POCKETS    OF    SOME  OF  THE  MEilBERS  OF  THE  MICHI- 
GAN'LEGISLATURE VISIT  TO  thieves'  RETREAT NOBLE  CO.,  IND. 

( 

In  the  spring  of  IS  Si  I  emigrated  to  Adrian,  Michigan,  or 
near  tliere,  and  rented  a  small  house.  I  soon  began  to  form 
new  acquaintances  in  this  new  home,  and  I  found,  too,  any 
number  of  my  own  stripe.  In  fact  that  region  was  full  of  ras- 
cals of  every  grade  and,  I  might  say,  color.  Here  I  met  several 
of  my  old  friends  ^vhoni  I  had  known  in  Buffalo,  Cleveland  and 
other  places,  and  I  soon  perceived  a  great  willingness  on  their 
part  to  enter  at  once  into  any  manner  or  depth  of  crime,  by 
which  they  might  earn  an  easy  livelihood,  and  at  the  same  time 
gratify  their  natural  dispositions  for  that  kind  of  a  life.  I  had 
always  looked  upon  the  west  as  being  just  the  place  to  carry  on 
a  successful  career  in  my  line  of  business.  It  being  newly  set- 
tled, to  mv  mind,  was  highlv  in  its  favor ;  so  much  so  that  I 
began  to  lay  out  my  road,  or  a  gigantic  plan.  It  took  me  but 
a  short  time  to  become  well  acquainted  with  all  the  villains  in 
Clinton,  Tecumseh,  Adrian,  Blissfield,  and  soon  in  Toledo, 
Detroit,  and  as  far  west  as  Chicago;  the  Kankakee  Eiver  coun- 
try, Fort  Wayne,  Noble  and  Lagrange  Counties,  in  Indiana, 
and  all  the  places  in  Southern  Michigan ;  east,  to  Milan,  Xor- 
walk,  Cleveland,  and  as  far  as  Ashtabula. 

I  found  that  a  very  inefficient  ring  had  been  formed  between 
these  places,  by  our  class  of  men;  but  so  imperfect  was  its 
-workings  that  it  did  but  little.  I  immediately  took  the  matter 
in  hf  nd,  and  as  near  as  possible,  brought  it  up  to  my  standard 
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of  doing  and  thinking,  extending  the  ring  south,  into  Indiana, 
along  the  AVabash  Kiver. 

This  organization  consisted  of  evcvy  possible  grade  of  an:iean 
rascal  —  thieves,  counterfeiters,  burglars  and  liighwaynien  — 
Avho  were  guilty  of  every  act,  that  could  be  called  crime,  under 
the  law.  Ovei'  this  iniuienso  body  of  men  I  was  head  chief, 
and  ruled  with  an  iron  will.  AVhen  I  said  do  this  or  i/uU,  it 
was  done. 

During  the  first  six  months,  and  before  commencing  active 
service  to  any  extent,  I  devoted  the  time  to  making  the  acquain- 
tance of  men  and  places,  that  I  might  bo  a  more  capable  leader 
whenever  we  thought  best  to  commence  our  campaign  in  real 
earnest. 

Ycrf  little  was  known  here  of  the  history  of  my  former  life, 
exce|^"^<imong  my  friends,  which  was  very  much  to  my  advan- 
tage h?J:iie  way  of  not  being  suspicioned  by  any  of  my  neigh- 
bors, even  should  circumstances  lead  them  to  think  there  might 
be  something  wrong.  For  instance,  almost  every  day  or  night, 
some  one  of  our  men  would  come  to  my  house,  sometimes  with 
a  horse  or  two,  or  with  goods  of  one  kind  or  another,  and,  see- 
ing tiiese  things,  which  they  certainly  must  occasionally,  it 
would  be  very  natural  for  outsiders  to  judge  me.  Whenever 
these  men  came  to  me  with  their  stolen  goods,  I  always  mani- 
fested such  an  interest  in  them,  that  I  became  a  great  favorite 
with  them  all,  as  well  as  being  their  head  man  and  adviser. 

I  was  not  satisfied  with  doing  business  within  the  prescribed 
limits  I  have  mentioned,  but  had  a  desire  to  go  to  ^Detroit,  and 
see  what  the  })rospects  were  for  smuggling  goods  from  Canada, 
and,  as  had  been  my  habit  for  so  many  years,  1  looked  about 
me  to  see  if  I  could  discover  a  good  horse  tliat  I  could  take 
Avlth  me.  As  I  did  not  happen  to  know  of  one  just  then,  one 
of  our  boys  told  me  where  I  could  find  a  good  one,  and  one 
of  our  bj'other  blacklegs,  a  resident  of  Blissfield,  a  place  little 
east  of  Adrian,  carried  me  to  Medina,  where  I  had  been  told 
I  would  find  the  horse,  and,  as  we  expected,  found  the 
place  and  the  horse  without  any  trouble,  also  a  good  saddle  and 
bridle,  but  I  had  taken  the  precaution  to  bring  one  with  me, 
fearing  I  should  not  be  successful  in  getting  one,  and  that  would 
upset  my  plans,  as  I  could  not  ride  that  distance  without  one. 
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In  clue  time  I  was  ready  and  away,  going  in  the  direction  of  De- 
troit, which  necessitated  luy  leaving  Adrian  to  the  east  of  me. 
Strilcing  the  Chicago  turnpike,  I  followed  it  till  within  five 
miles  of  Saline,  and  then  I  turned  to  the  ri'^-ht  and  staved  over 
night  in  tlie  town  of  ^lacon,  with  one  of  the  men  belonging  to 
our  gang,  and  one  second  to  none  in  the  organization.  I  meant 
to  have  said  I  stayed  witli  him  through  the  da}^  with  my  horse 
standing  in  his  stable.  At  night  I  resumed  my  journey,  pass- 
ing through  YpsiLanti,  and  from  there  into  the  north  and  east- 
ern part  of  OakLand  county,  where  I  again  stopped  with  one  of 
our  men,  whom  I  had  never  seen,  but  who  knew  me  by  reputa" 
tion.  I  was  graciously  received  and  nicely  entertained  by  this 
man.  \  He  advised  me  of  a  good  span  of  horses  not  far  from 
hinij'h^^d  said  he  knew  of  a  man  he  could  get  to  assist  me  in 
taking  them,  and  who  lived  in  Lapeer  county,  ten  or  twelve  miles 
from  him.  I  told  him  I  would  be  back  in  four  days,  and  ho 
promised  to  have  the  man  in  readiness  to  accompany  me  ^vhen 
I  returned. 

I  went  from  there  to  Fort  Huron,  a  distance  of  sixty  miles, 
riding  all  night  and  reaching  there  late  in  the  morning.  Here 
I  sold  mv  horse,  saddle,  and  bridle  for  ei£>-ht\^-iive  dollars.  I 
gave  as  an  excuse  for  wanting  to  sell  my  horse  that  I  wanted 
to  go  to  Buffalo,  and  was  very  tii-ed  of  ridijig ;  that  I  had  been 
looking  for  land,  etc.  When  night  came  I  returned  to  the 
place  where  I  stayed  the  night  before,  reaching  it  a  little  after 
dark.  Here  I  laicl  over  two  days  and  rested  myself,  which  I 
much  needed.  In  the  meantime  my  friend  came,  who  was  to 
join  with  ]ne  in  making  my  next  haul,  and  when  I  first  laid 
eyes  on  him,  was  as  much  surprised  as  if  it  had  been  the  sheriff 
standing  in  front  of  me  with  a  warrant  in  his  hand  for  my 
arrest.  He  was  a  man  a  trifle  older  than  I,  and  had  been  a 
messmate  of  mine.  I  had  slept  with  him  in  the  Canadas,  in 
England,  in  the  mountains  and  the  forests  of  the  lower  country ; 
we.  had,  together,  broken  open  houses,  barns,  robbed  the  Dutch, 
English  and  Yankees,  and  in  fact  did  all  kinds  of  mischief,  and 
never  did  I  see  him. show  one  sign  of  fear,  nor  flinch  in  any 
emergency.  Xo ;  there  was  not  one  bit  of  cowardice  in  his 
make-up.  Ho  might  have  been- hung  on  a  tree  by  a  mob,  yet 
they  would  never  have  wu'ung  a  confession  from  him.     He  was 
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the  man,  of  all  men,  I  was  most  desirous  of  seeing.  It  was 
none  other  thaji  Wicks,  whom  the  reader  well  remembers  as 
the  one  who  sold  me  the  Frencli  horses  he  had  stolen  in  Canada, 
and  was  arrested  the  same  afternoon  by  the  sheriff,  to  whom  I 
iiad  sold  the  handcufis  and  given  AYicks  the  key  to  them,  and 
he  unlocking  them,  taking  them  off  and  striking  tlie  sheriff  in 
the  face,  tlius  giving  him  the  chance  of  getting  away.  He  was 
still  in  possession  of  the  handcuffs,  lie  had  come  west,  bought  . 
a  farm  in  Lapeer  County  and  married,  so  that  now  he  was  per- 
manently fixed;  but  at  times  the  old  disposition  would  show 
itself,  and  he  would  do  some  mean  thing  or  two,  then  go  homo 
satisfied  for  a  while.  Thus  he  was  living  when  we  met  at  this 
mutual  friend's. 

Th'jteam  in  question  was  owned  by  a  man  in  good  circum- 
stanced who  was  a  broken-down  renegade-merchant  from  New 
York,  and  one  who  thought  he  knew  it  all,  and  who  tried  to 
rule  and  run  his  neighbor's  affairs.  AVhen  lie  was  driving  this 
fine  team,  they  said  he  had  an  air  about  him  peculiar  to  a  Guinea 
negro  carriage  driver  of  South  Carolina,  and,  withal,  a  very 
pompous  man.     But  enough  of  this.  \ 

After  a  day's  visit  our  host  took  us  in  his  carriage  to  the  'I 

scene  of  action,  taking  his  own  saddle  along,  for  fear  we  might 
need  it.     The  night  was  very  dark,  which  was  greatly  in  our  y 

favor,  as  we  could  work  with  a  dark  lantern  and  yet  not  be  { 

seen.     "We  had  no  trouble  in  preparing  the  horses  for  a  march,  [ 

finding  them  in  splendid  trim  for  a  speedy  gait.     We  were  all  ^ 

ready  for  a  start  by  10  o'clock  at  night,  and  just  before  day-  [ 

light  we  stopped  not  far  from  Saline,  with  the  same  man  I  ( 

spent   the   first    night  w^ith    going   north.     Here    we   passed  I 

the  day  very  pleasantly,  starting  on  our  way  again  at  dark,  ^ 

going  through  Ridgevray,  Dundee,  and  on  to  j\[aumee,  where  * 

we  crossed  the  river  by  fording  it,  fearing  to  cross  on  the  ? 

bridge  at  that  late  hour  of  the  night.  (I  neglected  to  say,  that 
on  the  first  night  of  our  ride  with  the  horses,  at  12  o'clock,  '  • 

commenced  a  drenching  rain,  and  for  which  we  rejoiced,  as  it 
would  obliterate  our  tracks,  so  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
any  one  to  trace  us  in  the  morning,  which  gave  us  a  feeling  of 
greater  security.)  We  rode  on  a  short  distance,  stopped  near 
Perrysburg,  with  one  of  our  accomphces,  and  spent  the  day 
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with  him.  As  soon  as  it  Avas  dark,  ^ve  again  proceeded  on  our 
way,  and  just  before  daybreak,  put  up  between  a  small  place 
and  Fremont,  turning  oil  a  mile  or  so  from  the  main  road,  as 
we  had  been  directed  to  do  by  our  last  friend,  and  there  stayed 
during  the  day.  AVe  invariably  found  these  people  ready  and 
anxious  to  do  all  that  could  be  done  for  our  comfort  and  hap- 
piness, and  we  in  turn  paid  them  well  for  their  care.  They 
always  kept  on  hand  feed  for  horses,  which  made  it  very  con- 
venient, and  saved  us  from  all  thought  on  that  subject. 

As  the  sun  sank  in  the  west  we  mounted  and  were  o(T  again, 
this  time  toward  Cleveland;  but  halting  five  miles  this  side, 
that  we  might  go  through  that  place  early  the  next  evening. 
Clevel?^nd  being  of  easy  access  from  Detroit  by  boat,  from 
aughtV.x'e  knew,  the  news  might  be  in  advance  of  us,  and  cau- 
tion, oi\our  part,  we  considered  to  be  the  wisest  coui^e. 

The  next  evening  we  started,  and  as  we  rode  through  the 
oity,  we  went  one  at  a  time  and  a  mile  apart,  catching  up  with 
each  other  again  soon  afterwards."  We  continued  riding  during 
the  night,  and  toward  morning  found  another  friend,  a  member 
of  the  Mormon  church,  living  between  ^Villoughby  and  Paines- 
ville.  This  man  entertained  us  with  a  history  of  the  church  up 
at  Kirkland.  He  said  Joe  Smith  was  the  vilest  wretch  in  the 
world;  that  the  church  was  kept  in  existence  by  thieving  and 
polygamy,  and  that  they  were  all  either  knaves  or  fools.  His 
experience  Avith  the  Mormons,  as  related  to  us  by  him,  was  not 
such  as  to  create  any  desire  whatever  to  become  one  of  them, 
though  we  were  interested  in  all  he  had  to  say,  as  regarded 
their  church  and  the  people. 

The  next  day  we  went  on  and  stopped  near  Ashtabula,  where 
we  were  at  our  journey's  end.  Here  we  found  a  man  who  was 
eno-ao-ed  in  the  business  of  buying  and  selling  stolen  horses; 
also  making  counterfeit  coin  as  another  source  of  income.  To 
this  man  we  sold  our  horses,  saddles,  and  bridles,  Wicks  taking 
part  pay  in  spurious  money.  It  had  been  several  years  since  I 
had  used  any  "queer"  money,  and  I  had  made  up  my  mind 
never  to  touch  any  more  of  it,  for  the  very  reason  that  I  con- 
sidered it  a  very  dangerous  article  to  handle.  I  found  that  a 
large  per  cent,  of  the  men  who  dealt  in  it  were  sent  to  the  peni- 
tentiary. Still,  I  was  in  complicity  with  those  who  did  use  it, 
12 


ITS  TIIK    Lino    OF    SILK    DOTY. 

though  they  were  en^irafreJ  in  other  things  as  well,  which  gave 
me  a  chance  to  keep  clear  in  case  there  slioukl  be  any  trouble 
in  that  one  branch  of  our  business. 

From  Ashtabula  we  took  the  stage  for  Cleveland,  and  from  ^ 

there  we  took  a  boat  for  Detroit.  This  was  in  the  summer  of 
1S35.  My  wife  was  in  the  State  of  Xcw  York  on  a  visit, 
which  gave  me  ample  scope  to  carry  on  my  profession  on  a 
laro:e  scale,  and  whicii  opportunity  I  was  improving  to  the  best 
of  my  ability,  still  acting  with  great  caution  at  all  times.  : 

After  reaching  Detroit,  AVicks  put  away  most  of  his  money 
and  went  home  to  his  family.     ]3pfore   leaving,  however,  ho 
gave  me  the  names  of  many  of  the  blacklegs,  and  also  intro- 
duced ine  to  a  number  of  the  chief  ones  in  tiie  ring.     1  remained  : 
in  the^c'tv  several  weeks,  doinf^  a  small  business  each  dav,  and 
at  the  i-ame  time  taking  a  sharp  survey  of  the  river  up  and  ;' 
down  for  some  distance,  with  a  view  at  some  future  time  of  \ 
enira^'ini^  in  smuo-o-linor  aoods.                                                                             ; 

Wicks  did  not  remain  at  home  any  length  of  time.     Very  j 

soon  he  was  back  again,  with  his  horses  and  wagon,  and  on  tho  ? 

same  night  he  arrived,  we  followed  three  or  four  teamsters  out 
on  the  road  leading  to  Plymouth,  a  distance  of  fourteen  miles, 
who  had  their  wagons  loaded  with  merchandise.     Here  they  ^      ? 

stopped  with  a  man,  I  think  by  the  name  of  Coon,  who  kept  a  i 

hotel.     AVlien  we  reached  this  place,  they  were  all  on  a  drunken  j 

spree,  I  looking  in  through  the  window  and  door  to  watch  their  ; 

movements,  while  AVicks  took  care  of  his  team.  Some  of  them 
laid  down  on  benches,  and  some  went  to  bed.     AVhen  all  was  , 

quiet,  AVicks  and  I  drove  west  a  mile,  and  then  turned  around  i 

and  came  back,  headed  for  Detroit.  AVe  loaded  up  our  wagon 
with  their  goods  in  a  hurry,  selecting  such  articles  as  wo 
wanted-— tea,  sugar,  and  dry  goods  — and  of  these  we  made  a 
full  load,  and  long  before  daylight  our  goods  were  put  in  safe  .; 

keeping  in  Detroit,  and  ourselves  and  team  nicely  fixed  in  a  ^ 

private  place  in  the  city.  j 

The  next  day  AVicks  and  I  went  to  a  retail  grocery  store  and 
sold  a  portion  of  the  goods,  such  as  were  in  his  line  of  trade. 
After  taking  all  he  wished,  he  went  with  us  to  a  man  in  tho 
dry  goods  trade,  who  took  the  balance.  From  this  sale  wo 
realized  six  hundred  dollars,  and  the  reader  must  understand, 
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too,  thai  Ave  always  sold  these  goods  at  a  big  discount;  such 
was  invariably  the  case  with  stolen  property. 

After  a  day  or  so  these  teamsters  came  back  to  Detroit  and 
related  t\m  story  of  their  being  robbed,  and  sworo  vengeance 
upon  the  man  who  attempted  to  do  anything  of  the  kind  again; 
they  said  he  would  get  a  ball  put  through  him,  and  a  great  deal 
more  of  this  same  kind  of  loud  talk  was  indulged  in  by  them. 
They  said,  too,  the  owners  of  the  goods  were  making  a  thor- 
ough search  for  the  thieves  who  took  them,  and  would  capture 
them  yet.  Little  did  they  dream  of  their  being  in  Detroit* 
marked  and  on  the  shelves  ready  for  sale.  AVhile  listening  to 
their  harangue,  1  had  a  great  mind  to  steal  one  of  their  teams, 
but  fi,nally  concluded  to  let  the  poor  devils  go. 

WNcks  and  I  left  our  team  at  this  same  private  place,  so  that 
"we  mK\ht  take  it  out  at  any  time  of  night.  AVc  then  went  over 
into  Canada  to  see  what  could  be  done  to  benefit  the  good  peo- 
ple of  AVindsor  in  the  way  of  trade.  We  knew  we  could 
smuggle  goods  and  make  a  nice  thing,  if  it  could  only  be  man- 
aged in  safety.  After  looking  through  the  stores  and  getting 
samples,  we  went  back.  Going  to  a  dry  goods  dealer,  we 
ascertained  from  his  prices  that  we  coukl  make  a  nice  sum.  If 
caught,  of  course,  we  vrould  lose  it  all;  but  we  acted  upon  the 
principle  that  ''faint  heart  ne'er  won  fair  lady,"  and  at  once 
began  making  our  arrangements.  Engaging  a  friend  to  drive 
our  team  four  or  five  miles  down  the  river,  and  av/ait  there  for 
our  coming,  then  taking  the  ferry  and  crossing  to  "Windsor,  we 
purchased  six  iiundred  and  fifty  dollars  worth  of  fine  goods,  in 
unbroken  packages,  the  merchant  furnishing  us  a  lx)at  wherein 
to  cross  the  river.  AVe  were  then  having  our  darkest  nights, 
and  in  every  way  highly  favored  in  our  undertaking!^.  We 
loaded  the  gootis  in  the  boat  half  a  mile  down  the  river,  then 
taking  our  seats,  plied  the  oars  briskly  and  were  soon  on  the 
American  side,  where  we  found  our  man  waiting  with  the 
team  ready  for  us.  The  next  day  we  sold  our  goods  at  an 
advance  of  one  dollar  and  sixty-five  cents  per  yard,  with  which 
we  were  very  well  satisfied,  and  as  I  was  obhged  to  return 
home  at  once  to  meet  my  wife,  whom  I  expected  very  soon 
from  the  East,  made  my  successful  operations  still  more  satis- 
factory. 
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"  Wicks  proposed  that  I  should  move  to  })etroit,  and  after 
thinking  and  talking  it  over,  I  concluded  it  ^vould  be  a  good 
idea,  as  it  ^vould  give  me  evoiy  opportunity  to  snuiggle  and  ,i 

steal,  and  I  felt  very  confident  as  to  my  ability  to  do  either  4 

just  as  well,  or  a  little  better,  than  the  next  one.     I  finally  ! 

decided  to  move  there,  and  looked  about  me  for  a  desirable  ; 

location,  which  I  found  and  rented  before  I  left  for  home. 
Things  being  in  readiness,  we  separated,  I  taking  the  stage  up 
the  old  Chicago  turnpike  to  Clinton,  reaching  home  a  day  or 
two  before  my  w^ife  came. 

It  was  in  the  fall  now,  and  as  soon  as  it  suited  our  conven- 
ience, we  fixed  up  things  and  moved  to  Detroit.  I  had  some 
moneyvyid  arranged  evei'ytinng  well,  provided  generously,  and 
in  ever5'"%}y  made  my  family  and  home  just  as  comfortable  as 
they  could  be,  intending  to  "cut  and  carve''  when  all  wa.s 
ready. 

1  had  not  long  to  wait  before  "\Vicks  made  his  appearance, 
and  we  commenced  right  awa}^  to  smuggle  goods.  AVe  carrio<.l 
it  on  successfully  the  greater  part  of  the  fall  and  winter  of 
1835-C,  our  profits  being  very  fair.     In  crossing  the  river,  wo  j 

wore  several  ditTerent  disguises,  going  scarcely  twice  in   the  ^,       ! 

same  one.     AVe  imported  a  large  amount  of  foreign  liquors,  on  t 

which  we  always  made  a  large  per  cent.  | 

This  manner  of  carrying  on  my  profession  made  it  necessary  ' 

for  me  to  be  idle  through  the  day,  my  work  being  done  entirely  ; 

at  night.  This  did  not  please  my  wife,  aiul  I  roisolved  to  leave 
the  city,  not  alone  on  that  account,  but  for  one  other  reason.  1 

My  friemls  informed  me  that  oflicers  were  tracking  me,  and  ; 

I  knew,  too  well,  that  if  caught  it  would  cost  me  all  I  had,  so  ;. 

1  thought  best  to  rest  awhile  on  that.  f 

■  At  this  time  the  old  United  States  hotel  was  in  operation  in 
Detroit.  This  place,  then  being  the  capital  of  I  he  State,  made 
it  necessary  for  the  Legislature  to  meet  there.     This  was  the  I, 

season  of  the  year  when  this  body  was  in  session.  JNIany  of 
the  members  of  this  august  assembly  were  boarding  at  this 
hotel,  which  served  as  a  talisman  to  draw  Wicks  there  also;  |      ; 

and  as  he  never  done  anything  of  the  kind  without  an  object 
in  view,  he  was  not  long  in  discovering  the  moneyed  men  in 
the  hotel,,  what  room    they  occupied,  and    the  very  place   in 
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which  they  kept  their  "shiners/'  lie  also  ascertained  that  the 
night  clerk  at  this  house  Avas  one  of  our  stripe,  and  1  know  the 
reader  will  tliink  lie  must  liave  been  a  very  desirable  a]")]^endage 
in  such  a  place,  and  for  our  purpose,  1  will  admit,  he  was 
indispensable;  but  in  speaking  in  behalf  of  the  interest  of  the 
guests,  I  will  leave  them  to  answer,  which  they  would  often  do, 
and  with  a  vengeance,  too,  those  inorning5,iwhen  on  getting  up, 
they  found  their  pockets  empty.  Wicks  soon  made  friends  with 
this  clerk,  and  from  him  obtained  all  the  information  necessary, 
and  the  promise  of  his  assistance  in  giving  me  access  to  the 
back  part  of  the  house,  through  the  door  in  the  night.  The 
clerk  seemed  to  be  a  great  favorite  with  them  all,  and  one 
nigh^  he  invited  the  members  out  with  him  to  see  the  women, 
"NvhidV they  accepted,  and,  as  usual  on  such  visits,  drank  a  great 
deal,  so^'by  the  time  they  were  ready  for  home,  they  were  very 
generally  ''  half-seas  over."  An  hour  after  these  worthies  went 
to  bed,  I  made  my  appearance  and  entered  the  back  door,  of 
which  I  made  mention,  all  equipped.  I  had  a  dark  lantern, 
and  my  keys,  a  strong  and  steady  hand,  with  my  wig  and 
whiskers  for  a  disguise,  and  last,  but  not  least,  AVicks  by  my 
side.  I  felt  sure  that  we  two,  with  our  implements,  were  a 
*Miost  in  ourselves."  Wicks  being  familiar  v/ith  all  the  rooms, 
l"ed  the  wav,  I  followinir  in  mv  stockincr  feet. 

It  was  1  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  I  opened  the  iirst  door. 
The  whole  house  was  quiet,  and  these  men  were  sleeping 
soundly.  I  opened  and  entered  three  rooms,  taking  all  I  could 
find,  being  very  careful  to  lock  them  again  when  I  left.  I 
reti'cated  through  the  back  door,  the  same  as  I  had  entered,  no 
one  seeing  me  come  or  go.  I  counted  the  money  I  had  taken 
on  my  Iirst  opportunity,  and  found  I  had  over  five  hundred 
dollars. 

After  I  left,  Wicks  went  to  bed,  arising  in  tiie  morning  a  little 
bcfoi'e  these  men  awoke  from  their  drunken  slumbers.  They 
soon  found  their  money  was  gone,  and  how  that  could  happen? 
Avith  their  doors  all  locked  as  they  had  left  them,  they  could 
not  understand.  They  at  once  awoke  the  clerk  to  get  his  ver- 
sion of  the  affair.  He  told  them  they  must  have  lost  it  at  some 
of  the  houses  they  had  visited  on  the  evening  before,  as  it  was 
impossible  to  get  it  out  of  their  rooms.     They  saw  that  appear- 
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anccs  wevii  against  them,  so  they  enjoined  sccrcsy  upon  the  | 

clerk  as  to  the  whole  affair,  not  wishing  it  to  bo  said  of  tlioin  \ 

that  they  had  lost  their  money  in  a  low  brothel.  i 

Tliat  afternoon  I  went  to  the  hotel  and  gave  the  clerk  ono  / 

hundred  dollars,  Avhich  pleased  hini  very  much,  he  ofTering  his  j 

services  whenever  we  might  wish  to  call  on  him.     He  remarked  f 

that  navigation  would  soon  be  open,  and  they  would  have  | 

man}^  more  guests  in  the  house,  Avhich  would  multiply  our  \ 

opportunities  greatly.  J 

Wicks  and  I  concluded  we  would  not  wind  up  business  just  i 

yet,  but  continue  on  a  part  of  the  season  of  1S3G,  and  directly  ' 

after  we  went  west  of  Detroit,  about  twenty-five  miles,  and  J 

stole  tjyo  iiorses.    /Ihese  we  took  to  Indiana,  and  exchanged  i 

tiiem  f'J-a  span  of  stolen  ones  coming  from  Illinois.  A7e  took 
these  hoi-^es  to  Detroit.  I  should  have  said  we  made  this 
exchange  at  the  Tamarack  House,  in  Koble  County,  Indiana- 
Here  we  found,  hid  in  the  woods,  several  horses  from  difl'erent 
sections  of  the  country  —  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  being 
represented,  both  by  men  and  horses.  This  seamed  a  central 
place  for  all  kinds  of  bad  men  to  gather,  particularly  if  they 
wished  to  elude  the  oilieers,  for  which  it  was  an  admirable 
hiding-place.  It  was,  in  the  fii'st  place,  a  new  country,  with 
large  and  heavy  forests,  and  a  very  large  per  cent,  of  the  popu- 
lation were  tainted  with  the  natural  disposition  to  do  wrong 
instead  of  right. 

After  nuddng  some  arrangements  for  the  future,  we  left  this 
thieves'  retreat  and  returned  to  Detroit,  ^vhere  we  sold  our 
horses  to  a  man  who  wanted  a  team  to  use  in  the  interior  part 
of  the  Statu 
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STAPvT   FOR   BUFFALO MEET   MARTIX    AND    COOPER   THERE WICKS 

A^'D    I    STEAL    A    FINE    TEAM MARTIX    AND  I    GO    TO    MILWAUKEE 

AND    STEAL    THIRTEEN     }IL"ND]iED    DOLLARS WE    RETURN   TO    DE-  ! 

i 
TROIT ARRESTED     AT    PORT     UURON    WITH     A     STOLEN     HORSE t 


I   ESCAPE    AND     RIDE     TWENTY    MILES     IN     MY     NIGHT    CLOTHES 


START     FOR    CANADA    AND    AGAIN    JCNGAGE     IN     PASSING    COUNTER-  } 

FEIT   ym'^KY MY    RETURN    TO    MICHIGAN.  j 

r  .  i 

The  Likes  were  now  free  of  ice,  and,  after  resting  a  few  days,  j 

we  shipped  as  hands  on  one  of  the  first  boats  that  left  Detroit 
for  Batfalo.  Arriving  in  the  latter  city,  we  immediately  found 
Cooper  and  Martin,  not  either  of  them  daring  to  make  a  move, 
and  both  out  of  money.  We  gave  them  fifty  dolLnrs  each,  and 
began  to  devise  means  by  which  they  might  make  their  escape. 
They  liad  both  been  in  jail  for  passing  counterfeit  money,  and 
it  was  only  by  the  false  svrearing  of  their  vritnesses  that  they 
had  got  clear.  Only  a  few  da3^s  liad  elapsed  since  they  were 
acquitted,  and  all  the  ollicers  knew  they  were  guilty,  and  had 
kept  some  one  of  their  number  constantly  on  their  track.  I 
forthwith  commenced  to  reconnoitre  for  horses,  thinking  that 
■course  to  be  the  safest  to  pursue. 

In  a  few  days  we  had  all  made  a  selection  of  a  hoi'se,  but  on 
second  consideration,  tliought  it  would  be  better  for  me  to  help 
•Cooper  and  ]\Iartin  off,  then  follow  on  the  next  day  by  stage 
to  Predonia,  where  a  friend  of  ours  lived,  and  who  could  tell 
"VYicks  and  I  where  we  could  get  two  good  horses.  Having 
arranged  our  programme,  we  proceeded  to  carry  it  out.  Hiring 
a  double-seated  carriage,  in  which  we  put  two  saddles  and 
bridles  borrowed  from  a  friend,  we  started  as  soon  as  a  proper 
hour  of  the  night  came  round. 

J\Yo  went  out  of  town  two  miles,  and,  at  the  two  dilTerent 
stables,  which  we  visited,  we  found  everything  we  needed  for 

(183) 
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tlie  occasion,  therefore,  we  returned  ^vith  the  saddles  and  bridles 
Avhich  we  had  got  from  our  friend.  ^Ve  remained  in  LulTalo 
all  niglit,  and  in  the  morning  prevailed  on  our  friend  to  pay  a 
visit  to  oflicial  headquarters,  in  order  to  learn  the  state  of  the 
atmos[)here  in  that  particular  locality.  lie  found  them  burn- 
ing with  indignation,  and  a  desire  to  take  vengeance  upon  the 
men  who  would  be  so  daring  as  to  steal  horses  in,  or  near  the 
great  and  important  city  of  I3ulTalo  —  a  seaport  town,  and  the 
terminus  of  the  justly  celebrated  Erie  canal.  Some  of  the 
oilicers  went  in  search  of  the  thieves  and  horses  both  as  far  as 
Cattaraugus   countv,  some   east,  others  west   and   northwest.  v., 

All  this  while,  the  men  and  horses  were  in  a  safe  place  and  rest-  \ 

ing,  preparatory  to  a  long  night's  ride.  Cooper  and  Martin 
rea'C/ied  Fredonia  before  davlio-ht,  and  the  oilicers  did  not  start 
froiii  Bullalo  till  late  in  the  forenoon  for  the  same  place,  and, 
as  1  said,  they  vrere  having  a  quiet  time  before  the  men  in 
search  of  them  arrived.  Wicks  and  I  started  from  Buffalo  in 
time  to  reach  Fredonia  a  little  after  dark,  and  went  unob- 
served to  our  hiding  place,  where  we  found  Martin  and  Cooper 
safe  as  could  be.  I  advised  them  to  go  to  the  next  station 
without  delay,  and  as  we  could  not  all  go  together  with  any  ^ 

safety,  they  must  take  the  advance.  AVheu  I  made  a  start  I 
wanted  the  road  clear  before  me.  But  after  Ihinking  the  matr- 
ter  over,  I  proposed  to  Wicks  to  take  another  route,  we  going 
toward  the  central  part  of  Ohio.  Accordingly  I  said  to  my 
friend  I  wanted  the  best  span  of  horses  in  the  world,  and  he 
told  me  vrhere  tliere  was  a  very  finely  matched  team  of  dark 
brown  horses  near  AVestfield,  owned  by  a  man  able  to  replace 
them,  but  could  not  make  a  very  extensive  hunt  for  them. 
He  likewise  informed  me  that  he  also  owned  a  fine  buggy  and 
harness,  which  would  enable  us  to  ride  together,  to  which  we 
did  not  object.  ; 

AVe  lost  no  time  in  making  our  preparations  for  getting  pos-  t. 

session  of  this  valuable  property.     On  the  following  night  our  y 

friend  took  us  to  this  place  in  his  buggy,  reaching  there  at  just  { 

the  right  hour.    We  found  the  barn  locked,  but,  it  easily  suc- 
cumbed to  the  touch  of  one  of  my  keys,  which  were  ever  pres-  , 
ent  with  me,  and  in  a  very  short  space  of  time  the  horses  wore  \ 
harnessed  and  hitched  to  the  buggy,  and  we  all  ready  for  a                  \ 
move.  ■ 
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AYe  started  in  an  opposite  direction  from  that  Avhich  vro 
intended  going,  driving  a  half-mile  or  so,  then  coming  back 
past  his  house,  going  on  the  side  of  the  road.  AVe  had  forty 
milas  to  rido  in  a  southwest  direction  before  reaching  our  first 
station,  and  just  at  daylight  Ave  drove  in,  finding  everything  as 
described  to  us  by  the  friend  we  left  in  Predonia. 

This  was  a  route  I  had  never  traveled  before.  It  took  us 
tlirough  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  we  continued  on  till  wo  reached 
Mt.  Ycrnon,  Knox  county,  where  we  sold  our  horses  and  car- 
riage for  two  iiundi'cd  and  fifty  dolhii's. 

"We  did  not  depart  from  the  hospitable  shades  of  ^ft.  Yernon 
immediately,  but  remained  in  town  three  days,  watching  closely 
all  the  .horses  that  came  in  till  we  hit  upon  two  very  good  ones, 
and  th  .'.-ie  we  appropriated  to  our  own  use  a  few  nights  after- 
wards, taking  them  to  Michigan  and  selling  them  in  Ann 
Arbor,  the  county  seat  of  AVashtenaw  county.  We  returned 
to  Detroit  by  railroad.  In  this  round  of  travel  we  had  each 
cleared  two  hundred  dollars. 

Shortly  after  our  return  to  Detroit,  Martin  and  Cooper  put 
in  an  appearance,  with  tv;o  splendid  matched  horses,  which  we 
aided  them  in  selling  at  a  good  price.  This  left  us  all  out  of 
emplo^mient  for  the  time  being,  and  AVicks  thought  he  would 
go  home  and  stay  until  fall.  Martin  took  up  his  quarters  at 
the  United  States  Hotel,  Cooper  choosing  another  place  for  his 
temporary  home.  Their  ostensible  object  was  to  look  up  jobs 
during  the  day  and  execute  them  at  night.  We  became  acqaint- 
ed  with  a  drayman,  one  who  would  do  any  kind  of  dirty  v/ork 
asked  of  him.  He  was  a  cool,  calculating  fellow,  who  never 
said  anything  if  he  could  help  it,  yet  active  in  business,  and 
known  to  be  honest;  the  very  kind  of  a  man  to  be  above  sus- 
picion. Whenever  we  had  a  trunk  or  box  to  be  taken  off,  he  was 
always  ready  to  do  it,  and  if  asked  by  any  of  the  city  oliicials 
if  he  took  it,  his  reply  would  be,  "I  guess  not,"  and  on  a 
moment's  reflection  would  say,  "!No;  I  did  not  take  it,"  which 
would  end  any  further  inquiry. 

We  were  ready,  now,  to  commence  a  vigorous  campaign  in 
thieving,  and  at  it  we  went  with  a  determined  will  to  do  our 
very  best.  AYo  took  everything  in  the  Avay  of  merchandise, 
goods  in.  boxes,  trunks,  valises,  and  money  we  never  refused. 
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One  (lay  a  steamboat  came  in  from  the  iijjper  Lakes  and 
sto})pe(l  in  port  four  or  live  hours,  when  TJartin  went  on  board 
in  a  blustering  manner  and  took  otl  a  trunk  containing  valuable 
clothing,  put  it  on  our  dray,  and  soon  had  it  in  a  secure  place. 
Tliis  he  done  in  daylight.  On  the  same  day  and  upon  the  deck 
of  another  boat  lying  in  the  harbor,  I  found  a  man  asleep  on 
his  back,  on  a  large  cane  settee,  and  in  his  pocket  was  a  well- 
filled  purse,  which  I  took  and  walked  olf,  leaving  him  in  a 
sound  sleep.  This  pocketbool-:  contained  the  price  of  two 
good  horses,  minus  the  hard  work  and  long  nights  of  riding. 
Cooper  was  also  active  with  several  others  in  the  same 
capacity.  Detroit  was  crowded  with  men  of  our  stamp. 
Occ/^ionallv  some  one  of  our  crew  would  be  arrested,  when  all 
W;5'uld  come  to  his  relief  and  get  him  clear  again,  and  when  one 
ran  away,  two  more  came  to  fill  his  place;  in  this  way  our 
ranks  were  always  full. 

During  all  that  summer  there  was  a  large  emigration  to 
Michigan,  Illinois,  and  Wisconsin.  Some  time  after  mid-sum- 
mer,  Martin  and  I  went  to  Chicago  arid  Milwaukee.  While 
going  up  on  the  boat,  Ave  fell  in  with  a  man  going  to  locate 
land  in  Wisconsin.  lie  had  fourteen  hundred  dollars  in  gold 
and  silver  with  him,  and  to  get  possession  of  that  money  was 
our  obiect.  We  could  have  taken  it  on  the  boat,  but  could  not 
hide  it.  Martin  proposed  that  when  we  got  to  Milwaukee,  to 
go  with  him  to  look  at  the  land,  and  at  a  suitable  time  and 
place,  kill  and  rob  him.  He  said,  as  this  man  lived  in  Massa- 
chusetts, no  one  would  ever  know  of  it.  I  had  never  commit- 
ted a  deed  of  this  kind,  and  could  not  comply  with  Martin's 
proposition,  but  I  told  him  I  would  take  his  money  when  wo 
arrived  in  Milwaukee. 

Martin  was  a  fine  looking  man  and  a  fluent  conversationalist, 
one  whom  a  stranger  would  at  once  admire  and  rely  upon,  and 
long  before  vre  reached  our  destination,  they  were  very  familiar 
wuth  each  other,  so  much  so  that  they  put  up  at  the  same  hotel, 
and  occupied  the  same  room  when  we  stopped  in  Milwaukee, 
I  selecting  another  place  for  my  headquarters  out  of  policy. 
Martin  and  I  met  in  the  evening  as  previously  intended,  when 
he  gave  me  the  number  of  the  room  and  the  way  in  which  to 
reach  it.     He  said  he  kept  his  money  in  hi.^  valise,  and  ho 
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would  endeavor  to  get  him  out  for  a  walk  the  next  day,  ^Yhea 
I  would  have  an  opportunity  to  get  it. 

On  the  next  morning  I  selected  a  favorable  place  for  watch- 
ing the  movements  of  my  friend  and  liis  companion.  At  9 
o'clock  they  came  out  from  the  hotel  and  walked  off.  As  soon 
as  they  were  out  of  sight,  I  went  over,  and  without  going  into 
the  ollice,  vrent  into  the  hall  and  passed  on  up  stairs  to  their 
room.  AVith  a  skeleton  key  I  unlocked  their  door,  went  in 
and  opened  the  valise,  and  took  out  a  shot-bag  full  of  money. 
Locking  it  again  I  left  the  room,  also  locking  the  door  behind 
me,  and  went  out  of  the  house  the  same  way  as  I  came  in,  with- 
out having  any  questions  asked  me  as  to  my  business.  I  walked 
am^.c^Out  of  town  and  put  my  money,  unseen  by  anyone,  under 
ground,  after  which  I  returned  to  town  to  ni}^  boarding  place, 
staid  there  till  after  dinner,  tJien  took  a  walk  about  the  city, 
passing  ])art  of  the  afternoon  at  a  grog  shop  of  a  common 
order,  and,  for  the  purpose  of  killing  time,  played  old  sledge. 

The  next  day  at  10  oxlock  I  was  down  to  the  landing,  and 

who  should  come  along  but  Martin  and  the  stranger.     A  boat 

had  just  arrived  and  was  on  the  way  to  Chicago,  where  this 

man  wanted  to  go.     I  stood  not  far  oil  and  I  could  watch  their 

movements,  and  saw  the  man  from  Massachusetts,  lie  whom  we 

had  so  shamefully  treated,  take  passage  on  this  boat,  and  was 

I  soon  off,  greatly  to  my  relief  I  must  say.     As  soon  as  the 

,  boat  left,  Martin  came  round  and  told  me  he  had  lent  him  one 

I  hundred  dollars  with  which   to   get   home,  he   promising  to 

i  return  it  to  him  at  Detroit,  which,   I  will  add,  he  did  in  a 

short  time. 

From  the  fact  that  this  man  told  us  he  was  going  to  enter 
j  twelve  hundred  acres  of  land,  we  supposed  he  must  have  at 
least  foui'teen  hundred  dollars.  But  the  next  night,  when  we 
took  from  its  hiding-place  our  bag  of  money  and  counted  it,  we 
found  but  thirteen  hundred  dollars  in  gold  and  silver.  Martin 
said  the  taking  of  this  money  created  great  excitement  in  the 
hotel.  Tiie  proprietor  thought  he  must  have  lost  it  before  he 
came  to  the  house.  It  no  doubt  hurt  the  reputation  of  the 
hotel  for  a  time,  but  such  things  soon  die  out  and  are  forgotten 
by  those  who  have  no  interest  in  the  affair. 
The  few  days  we  remained  in  the  city,  nothing  occurred 
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worth  mentioning ;  therefore,  wo  left  for  Chicago,  a  place  at 

that  time  of  very  little  importance.     Here  wo  formed  a  large 

number  of  new  acquaintances  from  all  parts  of  Illinois.     Vie 

irave  them  a  full  historv^  of  the  blacklesfs  and  their  business,  as  * 

it  existed  then  in  Indiana,   Michigan,  Ohio,  and  Xew  York. 

Our  extensive  acquaintance  and  operations  in  all  these  States 

made  us  perfectly  capable  of  giving  them  unlimited  information 

in  regard  to  any  and  all  branches  of  the  profession,  and  we 

advised  them,  by  all  means,  whenever  they  had  any  stock  to 

dispone  of,  to  bring  it  to  our  part  of  the  country. 

While  in  Chicago  we  stopped  at  a  first-class  boarding-house, 
and  I  noticed  hanging  against  the  wall,  in  an  adjoining  room,  a 
gold  watch,  which,  I  thought  from  its  appearance,  might  be 
Jr^%'brth  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  I  told 
Martin  I  would  iiave  that  watch  if  I  had  to  stay  until  Fall. 
This  room  was  occupied  by  the  proprietor  and  his  wife,  and  it 
being  their  sleeping  apartuient,  it  would  require  some  maneuver- 
ing on  my  part  to  get  it,  but  as  luck  always  seemed  to  be  in 
my  favor,  this  time  was  no  exception.  f 

There  was  to  bo  some  kind  of  a  show  in  town  that  evening, 
and  nearly  all  the  inmates  of  the  house  attended,  which  kept 
them  out  until  a  late  hour,  and  wliile  they  were  enjoying  the 
play,  I  took  the  watch  and  went  into  the  theater,  unobserved, 
just  before  it  closed,  in  time  to  walk  home  with  them,  Martin 
going  with  the  rest.  AVhen  going  home,  Martin  loitered  behind 
the  other  to  walk  with  me,  in  order  to  give  me  a  synopsis  of  the 
play.  After  reaching  home,  1  could  talk  of  the  first,  middle 
and  last  act  as  intelligently  as  any  of  them.  In  ten  minutes 
from  the  time  we  entered  the  house,  the  alarm  spread  like  wild- 
fire that  the  watch  had  been  stolen ;  but  there  was  no  chance 
to  lay  it  to  either  Martin  or  myself,  as  we  had  both,  been  to  the 
theater.  There  were  two  or  three  boarders  who  did  not  go 
and  it  was  very  natural  to  lay  it  to  them.     How  they  made  ' 

out  we  did  not  know,  as  ]\Iartin  and  I  were  just  at  that  time  j 

anxiously  watching  for  a  boat,  which  very  soon  came,  and  we  i 

jumped  aboard  and  set  off  for  the  city  of  Detroit.     The  watch  I 

was  a  good  time  piece  and  sold  for  one  hundred  dollars,  which 
^  made  our  trip  foot  up  to  fourteen  hundred  dollars. 

Fall  had  come  round  once  more,  and  at  the  solicitation  of  my 
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wife,  I  moved  back  to  Lenawee  couuty  and  rented  a  houso 
near  Brownsville  for  the  winter,  where  I  lived  till  the  spring 
of  1S3T. 

I  will  relate  one  little  event  that  happened  late  in  the  fall  of 
183G.  A  light  coat  of  snow  had  fallen,  and  I  had  gone  to 
Hudson  to  see  a  friend  of  mine,  (it  was  the  last  da3's  of  Novem- 
ber) and  he  told  me  vrhere  I  could  iind  a  good  horse  in  that 
neighborhood  After  considering  the  matter  well,  I  conchulcd 
to  steal  him,  and  did  so  one  very  chilly  night,  starting  for 
Detroit.  I  rode  two  nights,  which  brought  me,  at  daylight,  to 
"Wicks'  house,  Avhere  I  put  up  till  the  next  morning,  then  pur- 
sued my  journey,  going  to  Port  Huron,  where  I  intended  to 
sjjll^him  and  return  to  Detroit.  I  stopped  at  a  hotel,  telling  the 
Jkcndlovd  I  wislied  to  sell  my  horse,  saddle  and  bridle,  and  that 
he  would  oblige  me  greatly  if  he  would  assist  me  in  finding  a 
purchaser. 

AVhile  I  was  eating  supper,  two  or  three  men  came  in,  and 
one  approaching  me  (at  the  same  time  tapping  me  on  the  shoul- 
der), said : 

"  You  are  my  prisoner ! " 

I  told  them  to  sit  down  until  I  finished  my  supper,  and  then 
I  would  be  at  their  service.  The  man  who  said  this  was  a 
deputy-sheriff.  I  told  him  I  had  just  moved  to  that  vicinity, 
was  poor,  and  in  a  land  of  strangers,  and  I  took  the  horse  to 
save  my  family  from  starvation ;  that  I  had  never  thought  of 
nor  done  such  a  thing  before.  I  did  all  this  talking  to 
impress  upon  their  minds  the  idea  that  I  was  not  an  old  rogue, 
as  tliey  might  judge  me  to  be,  and  that  it  would  make  them 
more  lenient,  and  they  would  give  me  greater  liberty,  which,  no 
doubt,  had  that  eflect. 

Bv  the  time  our  talk  was  over  it  was  dark,  and,  fortunately, 
one  of  their  horses  was  taken  sick,  so  they  could  not  leave  then. 
I  told  them  I  was  something  of  a  horse-doctor,  so  they  took  mo 
to  the  barn  to  see  the  horse.  At  first  sight  I  told  them  the 
horse  had  the  "colic,"  and  that  a  pint  of  whisky  ami  a  largo 
spoonful  of  pepper  would  cure  him.  This  was  prepared,  and  I 
put  it  down  him,  and  it  proved  effectual.  In  a  few  minutes  the 
horse  was  all  right. 

"While  at  the  barn  I  picked  up  tho  blade  of  a  mason's  trowel 
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and  slipped  it  in  my  bosom.  When  I  came  to  go  to  bed,  I  was 
stripped  of  my  clothing,  except  my  under  and  outside  shirts, 
and  my  stockings.  When  all  was  quiet  in  the  house  I  took  my 
trowel  and  pried  ofT  the  window  fastening  and  took  out  the 
lower  sash ;  then  I  tied  two  or  three  bhmkcts  together,  and  on 
one  end  tied  a  heavy  quilt,  and  the  other  end  I  tied  to  the  bed- 
post. After  doing  this  mucli,  I  folded  up  a  sheet  and  threw 
that  out,  and  then  followed  myself,  with  the  blankets  as  a 
ladder. 

On  reaching  the  ground,  I  untied  the  quilt,  that  being  the 
warmest,  and  took  the  sheet  I  had  thrown  out  and  the  quilt  to 
the  barn.  I  provided  myself  with  an  ax  as  I  passed  the  wood- 
pile^ w'ith  which  I  pried  out  the  staple  easily,  as  it  must  liavo 
b^o./clono  before  from  the  way  in  which  it  came  out. 

Going  into  the  barn,  I  selected  the  very  best  horse  in  the. 
barn,  as  I  thought,  saddled  him,  and  led  him  forth.     I  then  put 
the  sheet  and  quilt  across  the  saddle,  and  left  that  town  in  as 
much  of  a  hurry  as  one  very  well  could  —  not  even  taking  time 
to  bid  my  friends  at  the  hotel  good-night! 

Just  as'  soon  as  I  got  out  of  town  I  tore  up  the  sheet  in 
strings,  with  which  I  could  tie  the  quilt  around  my  body,  tak- 
ing the  balance  to  wrap  up  my  feet,  and  in  this  predicament  I 
rode  twenty  miles  over  the  frozen  ground,  when  I  came  to  the 
house  of  a  friend  of  mine,  living  in  Lapeer  county.  The 
reader  will  not  be  long  in  surmising  that  this  friend  was  no 
other  than  TV^icks.  I  miHit  add  that  I  never  rode  twcntv  miles 
in  less  time  than  I  did  that  night.  I  left  the  horse  about  a  mile 
before  I  reached  the  house.  If  I  had  liad  a  knife,  I  should  cer- 
tainly have  cut  his  throat. 

When  I  reached  Wicks'  house  I  felt  perfectly  safe,  he  not 
having  been  suspected  of  any  wrong-doing  by  any  one  wliere  he 
lived.  I  stayed  there  four  or  five  days,  no  one  seeing  me  dur- 
ing that  time.  Then  he  took  me  to  Detroit,  and  when  once 
there  I  knew  just  where  to  go  to  find  a  friend,  who  was  a  skill- 
ful oarsman,  and  who  would  lose  no  time  in  takirg  me  over  on 
the  Canadian  side. 

1  remained  in  Canada  during  most  of  that  winter,  visiting 
several  of  the  important  towns  in  Western  Canada,  adding 
many  names  to  the  list  of  my  acquaintances,  who  were  of  tho 
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Bame  or-lcr  as  myself,  and  in  Avhosc  society  I  spent  my  time, 
and  among  them  made  my  homo. 

At  this  time,  in  St.  Catharines,  tliere  was  a  gang  of  counter- 
feiters making  United  States  money,  so  I  took  a  hand  in  it; 
not  in  the  making,  but  in  disposing  of  it,  effecting  some  sales  as 
traveling  agent  through  the  state  of  New  Yoi'k.  AVJiile  I  was 
doing  this  my  friends  at  home  wrote  me  that  they  considered  it 
perfectly  safe  for  me  to  return  to  Michigan,  ^Ybich  I  did. 
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CHAPTEE  XXL 

ON     A    FARM STEAL     A     DETROIT     IfOTEL     KEEPEPw's     TEAM AM 

CLOSELY   PURSUED TAKE    TO    THE    'SYOODS     AND     ABANDON    THE 

HORSES MY    PURSUERS   TAKE    THEM  TO  ADRIAN THEY   STOP  AT 

A  TAVERN    AND    I    RETAKE   THEM — STEAL    AN    OX   YOKE   TO  LOAN 

TO     MY    KEIGREOR SELL    A     KIT    OF    BURGLARs'    TOOLS MAKE 

ANOTHER   AND   TRY   THEM    IN   Din'ROIT MY    EVIL  HABITS  CAUSR 

^r^Y   "WITE   INTENSE    SORROW RESUME   WORK    ON   THE   FARM. 

In  the  spring  of  1S37  my  brother  and  I  and  a  man  by  tho 
name  of  Wilson,  rented,  for  the  period  of  two.  years,  what  was 
,  called  the  "Patch  farm,"  a  short  distance  from  Tecumseh,  and 
I  went  to  work  in  good  faith.  I  thought  I  would,  for  that 
length  of  time,  be  an  honest  farmer;  but  as  spring  passe<l  and 
summer  made  its  appearance,  with  good  roacis  and  the  woods 
once  iTiore  covered  with  a  mantle  of  green,  I  knew  tliat  tho 
time  had  come,  when,  if  we  did  anything  in  the  way  of  horse- 
stealing, it  must  be  done  now,  for  tiie  time  was  passing  rapidly 
in  which  to  have  a  hiding  place  for  them  or  anything  else. 

When  I  was  living  in  Detroit,  one  of  the  hotel  keeix^i-s  had 
a  very  line  span  of  black,  matched  horses.  1  had  often  seen 
them  on  the  street  and  greatly  admired  them,  thinking  then 
that  at  some  future  time  I  would  have  them.  The  recollection 
of  these  hoi-ses,  and  the  impressions  I  had  about  them,  occupied 
my  mind  day  and  night,  until  at  last,  contiary  to  my  determin- 
ation, I  concluded  to  go  to  Detroit,  steal  this  one  span,  and 
then  quit  until  I  was  done  working  the  "Patch  farm."  After 
this  conclusion  was  reached,  I  went  to  Macon,  to  one  of  my 
friends,  telling  him  what  night  I  would  be  there.  Before  leav- 
ing home,  I  told  Wilson  and  my  brother  that  it  was  necessary 
for  me  to  go  to  Canada  to  collect  the  pay  for  my  winter's  work, 
and  I  might  be  gone  ten  days,  possibly  longer. 

On  reaching  Detroit  I  went  to  my  friend's  house  and  got  him 
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to  eA'amine  the  premises  about  the  hotel  and  barn,  and  learn  if 
the  horses  were  still  there,  and  I'eport  to  me  at  once,  which  he 
did,  it  being  all  very  satisfactory  ;  lie  also  brought  tlie  informa- 
tion that  an  excellent  saddle  and  bridle  were  hanging  in  the 
barn,  and  tliat  no  one  slept  there. 

After  resting  a  day  or  two  I  was  prepared  for  the  venture- 
some task  Avhich  I  had  undertaken,  and  at  11  o'clock  at  night 
I  went  to  the  barn,  which  opened  into  an  alley,  took  out  my 
keys  and  unlocked  the  door,  went  in  and  saddled  the  horse 
nearest  me,  led  them  both  out,  relocked  the  door,  mounted 
m}^  horse,  and  was  outside  of  the  city  of  Detroit  in  no  time. 
These  horses  could  make  faster  time  for  a  loiiir  stretch  than 

o 

;y  span  I  had  ever  handled.  At  tlie  break  of  day  I  was  at 
the  house  of  a  friend  inAVashtenaw  county,  where  my  horses,  as 
well  as  myself,  were  cared  for  in  the  very  best  manner.  My 
horses  were  taken  into  a  heavy  and  extensive  forest,  fed  and 
watered. 

1  was  not  seen  by  any  one  here,  but  I  committed  a  grievous 
mistake  by  laying  over  two  days  instead  of  one.  The  next 
morning  after  the  horses  were  taken,  the  owner  put  a  lot  of 
hounds  on  my  track  in  every  possible  direction,  and  when  I 
again  started  out  on  the  road  they  were  stationed  in  every 
quarter.  Eeing  sensibly  av/are  that  I  had  done  wrong,  I 
sought  to  take  a  new  ]"oad  and  got  lost,  which  delayed  me 
some  time  in  trying  to  right  myself.  The  iirst  intimation  I 
bad  of  being  pursued  was  about  four  miles  south  of  xVdrian, 
when  five  men  rushed  upon  me  from  different  directions,  when, 
like  a  flash  of  lightning,  I  jumped  from  my  horse  and  fled  for 
the  woods,  the  men  hitching  theii*  horses  and  following  me, 
but  lost  the  track.  I  headed  direct  to  Adrian,  and  when  with- 
in a  mile  of  tovrn  I  heard  them  coming  behind  me.  I  got  over 
a  fence  and  laid  down  till  they  passed  me;  this  was  in  the  fore- 
part of  the  night.  I  then  followed  on  after  them  till  they 
reached  Adrian,  where  they  stopped  at  a  tavern,  and  while  they 
were  taking  a  drink  and  telling  what  they  had  done,  I  crept 
up  very  quietly  and  took  the  veritable  blacks  again  into  my 
possession.  I  knew  then  '  ist  where  I  was  and  where  to  go, 
and  which  way  to  get  there,  and  from  that  moment  I  defied 
them. 

13 
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When  I  stopped  the  next  cla\',  or  rather  moining,  I  was  not 
far  from  the  city  of  Maumee,  and  to  cross  the  bridge  over  the 
river  was  tlie  only  obstacle  in  tlie  way  to  my  advance,  and  this 
I  easily  overcame  by  hiring  a  friend  to  ride  one  horse  over  a 
mile  in  advance  of  me,  and  telling  him  to  inquire  of  the  gate- 
keeper if  a  man  had  passed  with  a  span  of  black  horses  that 
night  or  the  night  before.  "When  I  rode  up  I  asked  the  keeper 
if  a  man  liad  just  crossed  making  inquiries  for  a  span  of  black 
horses,  which  had  been  stolen.  He  replied  that  a  man  had 
just  crossed  and  was  about  a  mile  ahead  of  me.  I  went  on  over 
and  when  my  pursuers  came  on  to  look  the  matter  up,  it  was 
the  last  place  where  they  could  hear  anything  about  the  black 
horses. 

r{}^oovi  overhauled  my  man  a  little  east  of  Perry sburg  and 
paid  him  for  his  trouble  and  took  the  horse,  he  returning  home. 
I  went  about  six  miles  farther  in  a  southwest  course,  which 
brought  me  to  the  house  of  a  friend,  where  I  stayed  six  days, 
and  where  1  had  been  on  a  previous  occasion  of  this  kind,  and 
one  of  the  safest  places  I  was  ever  in,  as  it  was  surrounded  by 
the  thickest  woods  I  ever  .saw,  for  miles  around. 

When  I  thouglit  tiie  big  hunt  was  over  I  hired  my  friend  to 
guide  me  out  of  this  place.  We  took  trails  and  back  roads 
through  the  jMaumee  swamp  for  the  interior  of  Ohio,  for  I  was 
firmly  resolved  never  to  be  beaten  out  of  that  span  of  horses  if 
time  and  great  precaution  would  avail.  The  first  night  we 
only  made  about  twenty-five  miles  and  spent  the  day  in  the 
woods ;  the  second  nigiit  fifty  miles,  bearing  a  little  to  the  east, 
which  brought  me  in  the  region  of  Tiffin,  where  we  stayed  with 
a  friend,  my  guide  returning  home  from  this  place.  I  then 
made  my  way  to  Delaware,  where  I  intended  to  sell  my  horses. 
I  found  in  places  all  along  the  way  and  even  in  Delaware, 
plenty  of  men,  who  practiced  the  same  mode  of  living  as  myself. 
I  stayed  in  that  city  several  days,  getting  my  horses  in  fine  trim 
for  maxket,  and  they  were  the  gayest  team  in  all  Delaware; 
but  not  being  able  to  find  a  purchaser  at  my  price,  I  took  them 
to  Columbus,  where  I  made  a  ready  sale  to  a  gentleman  who 
was  in  quest  of  a  fine  carriage  team,  and  without  any  talk  paid 
me  tvvo  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  I  was  now  at  the  end  of 
the  rope,  to  I  vrliich  had  been  tied  for  so  long  a  time,  and  which 
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had- occasioned  so  much  trouble  to  my  friends,  that  remarkable 
span  of  black  horses.  I  will  just  say,  that  in  the  operation  I 
cleared  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars. 

I  footed  it  back  to  Delaware  and  stoi)ped  with  a  friend,  whose 
ac<]uaintance  I  made  while  there,  and  who  promised,  for  the  sum 
of  ten  dollars,  to  look  me  up  a  good  horse  to  ride  home.  I  paid 
over  that  amount  of  money  to  him,  and  the  next  night  after  I 
reached  there,  he  hitched  up  his  horse,  and  took  me  to  the  far- 
mer's house  where  the  horses  w^ere.  lie  had  marked  this  par- 
ticular one,  knowing  it  to  be  a  very  fme  carriage-horse,  and, 
finding  them  in  a  pasture  lot,  my  friend  had  no  ditliculty  in 
selecting  tlie  right  one.  The  pasture  was  not  far  from  the 
house,  so  returning  to  the  barn,  we  took  the  saddle  and  bridle 
fjf^the  field  and  easily  caught  the  horse,  and  I  was  ready  in  a 
•"jiffy."  I  steered  my  course  direct  for  the  Mauuiee  Swamp, 
riding  nights,  as  usual,  and  keeping  quiet  through  the  day. 

This  course  I  pursued  until  I  came  to  the  last  station  this  side 
of  Perrysburg.  Here  I  gave  a  boy  fifty  cents  to  take  my  horse 
to  a  certain  hotel  in  Maumee,  telling  the  boy  that  it  belonged 
there.  This  I  did  to  allay  any  suspicion  which  might  exist  in 
case  I  crossed  the  bridge  so  soon  again  with  a  diilerent  horse. 

This  game  worked  admirably,  and  I  regretted  I  had  never 
thought  of  it  before.  The  hotel-keeper  being  an  accomplice  in 
things  of  this  kind,  I  had  no  excuses  to  make,  but  just  walked 
in  and  took  my  horse. 

That  night  I  reached  home,  put  up  my  Jiorse,  and  walked  in 
the  house,  from  where  I  left  twenty  days  before,  instead  of  ten^ 
as  I  had  promised.  My  brother  and  Wilson,  also  my  wife,  were 
very  much  dissatisfied  at  my  long  stay,  and  for  a  few  days  we 
had  some  lively  rows  over  the  affair  \  but  finally  peace  reigned 
again  in  the  domicile. 

1  took  my  horse  into  Washtenaw  county  and  traded  it  for  a 
yoke  of  oxen,  which  we  needed  on  the  farm.  On  coming  home 
with  the  oxen,  I  stole  two  log-chains  from  a  mill-yard,  and 
they,  along  with  my  oxen,  m;ide  me  a  first  class  ouLlit  for 
fai^m-work.  After  this,  I  went  to  work  in  good  earnest,  and 
for  a  long  time  I  was  quite  well  contented. 

A  trifiing  event  occurred  at  this  time,  which  I  will  narrate, 
and  which  may  interest  the  reader:    A  man  by  the  name  of 
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Ivingsley,  livino-  in  our  neighborhood,  owned  a  heavy  yoko  of 
oxen.  They  had  broken  a  niunbcr  of  yokes,  until  he  was  sonie- 
wliat  discouraged.  lie  came  to  me  one  day  to  borrow  one, 
"'when  I  told  him  that,  at  the  time  I  boii^-ht  mine  I  had  bought 
two  voices,  but  had  never  needed  the  other,  and  had  not  brouirht 
it  home.  I  told  him  it  was  a  well  made  yoke  and  strongly 
ironed,  and  I  was  positive  his  o.\en  could  not  break  it;  that  if 
he  would  let  me  have  his  horse  and  buggy  I  would  go  and  get 
it  for  him,  which  he  was  very  willing  to  do.  I  went  to  the 
mill  where  I  had  stolen  the  chains,  and  got  a  yoke  which  I^saw 
there  at  the  time,  one  worth  four  common  ones.  Kingsley  was 
highly  pleased  with  it.  I  told  him  I  would  call  for  it  when  I 
needed  it.  After  this  I  received  many  favors  from  him,  but 
Jjf^'^v  called  for  the  yoke,  and,  as  far  as  I  know,  his  cattle  did 
rnot  break  it.  The  distance  I  went  after  it  was  sixteen  miles, 
and  I  went  in  the  night.  Many  years  after,  I  told  Kingsley 
where  I  got  the  yoke,  and  how  I  came  to  know  about  it,  and 
we  had  a  good  langh.  Then  he  told  me  he  knew  the  yoke; 
had  seen  it  at  the  mill,  and  after  he  had  i;sed  it  for  six  months, 
he  was  at  the  raill,  and  the  owner  told  Iiiiii  he  had  lost  two  val- 
uable chains  and  an  ox-yoke  worth  ten  dollars,  out  of  his  yard, 
ivithin  the  last  year.  Kingsley  never  said  any  tiling  to  me 
1  about  it;  but  you  see  a  small  thing  will  influence  a  man  to 
I  keep  his  mouth  shut,  if  it  is  for  his  beneSt  to  do  so,  which  it 
surely  was  in  this  case,  as  he  well  knew  I  would  never  call 
for  the  yoke,  and  the  value  of  it  to  him  kept  him  silent  for  all 
time. 

I  continued  to  work  on  steadil}^  for  some  length  of  time,  and 
occasionally  some  one  of  my  old  friends  vrould  make  me  a  call, 
for  which  I  was  none  the  better  off,  as  it  continually  ke[)t  my 
mind  on  a  bias,  and  when  I  would  have  been  contented,  they 
would  not  let  me.  I  saw  a  number  from  Northern  Indiana, 
and  every-  one  tried  to  induce  me  to  move  there,  by  telling  me 
what  a  splendid  country  it  was  to  steal  and  hide,  both.  Finally, 
in  the  fall  of  1S3S,  I  concluded  to  make  a  tour  through  the  country 
by  myself,  to  see  what  the  prospects  wore  for  doing  a  good 
business,  and  to  do  this  to  good  advantage,  a  horse  was  neces- 
sary. Thinking  of  a  friend  of  mine  in  Macon,  Washtenaw 
county,  I  started  for  that  place,  feeling  quite  sure  of  my  suc- 
cess, as  he  was  a  man  well  posted  in  the  matter  of  horses. 
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It  must  be  remembered  that  in  those  days  horses  were  not 
numerous  in  Michigan,  many  men  doing  their  farming  entirely 
■with  oxen;  but,  as  I  anticipated,  my  friend  knew  where  I  could 
be  accommodated  to  one,  and  that  "was  out  or.  the  Lodi  Plains. 
The  next  night,  at  dark,  we  were  on  the  ground,  and  found 
several  good  ones,  from  which  I  selected  one  and  started  for 
Indiana,  my  friend  returning  honiu. 

Having  the  direction  and  all  the  stations  in  my  mind,  I  made 
fifty  miles  the  first  night,  and,  it  being  late  in  the  season,  I  fed 
rny  horse  from  the  corn-iields  along  the  way.  The  second  day^ 
I  staid  in  Hillsdale  county,  with  a  relative  of  mine.  I  put 
my  horse  in  his  woods,  and  fed  him  from  his  corn-field,  with- 
out his  knowledo:e.     I  walked    to    his    house    after  davlioht 

d  left  at  dark.  It  was  a  beautiful  moonlii^ht  ni^rht,  and  in 
passing  through  what  was  called  Willow  Prairie,  I  rode  slowly 
along  that  I  might  have  time  to  admire  its  beauties.  I  thought 
it  was  the  finest  country  I  had  ever  seen,  and  fidly  deter- 
mined to  settle  there  or  somewhere  near  it.  I  was  sorry  to  end 
my  ride,  when,  at  early  morn,  I  came  to  a  friend's  house,  at 
Union  Mills.  After  resting  there  a  part  of  the  day,  I  went  on 
to  what  was  then  knovrn  as  the  Tamarack  House,  in  Lagrange 
county.  This  -svas  the  rendezvous  of  all  the  blacklegs  in 
Michigan  and  Indiana.  They  all  seemed  to  understand  the 
house  was  kept  here  for  their  benefit,  and,  judging  from  the 
appearances  of  the  men,  they  felt  perfectly  at  home.  I  sold  my 
horse  here  to  a  blackleg,  from  Whitley  county,  Indiana,  for 
ninety  dollars.  I  remained  at  this  place,  or  thereabouts,  two  or 
three  weeks,  and  I  found  it  the  most  prolific  region  of  country 
I  was  ever  in. 

The  men  staying  around  this  place  were  of  the  most  daring 
kind,  and  some  of  them  might  be  called  desperate  characters. 
One  night,  I,  with  some  of  the  others,  took  a  gun  and  st-arted 
m  a  wagon  for  a  farmer's  not  far  off,  and,  going  into  his  field, 
killed  a  two-year-old  steer,  dressed  him,  buried  the  hide,  and 
carried  the  meat  home  with  us,  and  that  was  the  last  I  ever 
heard  about  it. 

On  another  niirht  soon  after,  I  went  with  some  men  and  stole 
forty  bushels  of  wheat,  and  took  it  in  one  load  and  emptied  it 
into  a  man's  granary,  and  mixed  it  up  with  his  wheat,  and,  at 
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a  proper  time,  it  was  to  be  sent  to  market  at  Ft.  Wayno. 
Indeed,  there  was  scarcely  a  night  that  a  raid  of  some  kind 
was  not  going  on. 

I  sold  tlieni  a  full  set  of  burglar's  tools,  for  wliich  they  gave 
me  a  horse,  saddle  and  bridle,  as  line  a  one  as  could  be  found  in 
the  countr}',  and,  without  the  least  doubt,  it  was  stolen.  This 
transaction  was  with  a  man,  whom  it  cannot  hurt  to  name,  13ill 
Hill.  lie  was  a  man  I  did  a  great  deal  of  business  with  in 
after  years,  and  I  always  found  him  true  as  steel.  Excepting 
one  man,  he  was  the  best  constructed  blackleg  I  ever  knew. 
He  could  not  be  intimidated,  even  by  the  sudden  appearance  of 
any  number  of  officers,  or  anything  else.  He  was  a  short, 
heavy -built  man,  large  neck  and  possessed  of  Herculean  strength, 
with  very  affable  manners,  and  endowed  with  good  conversa- 
tional powers  ;  also,  exceedingly  generous  and  kind  to  the  poor ; 
but  when  his  anger  was  roused,  a  perfect  tiger.  He  was 
indeed  a  most  singular  combination  of  humanity,  for  one  lead- 
ing such  a  life  as  he  did.  He  was  the  ruling  spirit  among  these 
men  ;  when  he  said  (jo^  they  icent.  His  whole  aim  seemed  to  bo 
to  get  all  he  could  from  the  rich  and  give  it  to  the  poor. 

But  to  return  to  myself,  as  it  is  of  myself  I  ])urpose  writing. 
I  took  my  horse  and  left  for  Tecumseh,  sto})|)ing  over  in  Hills- 
dale, Miciiigan,  where  I  became  acquainted  with  a  number  of 
congenial  spirits  of  the  highest  type,  and  after  having  a  jolly 
good  time,  returjied  home  and  went  to  work,  laboring  early 
and  late,  until  all  the  fall  work  was  done. 

No  sooner  had  this  been  accomplished  than  my  mind  and 
thoughts  turned  toward  my  hfe  business,  for,  as  you  will 
remember,  I  pledged  myself,  in  my  early  manhood,  to  follow  a 
life  of  knavery.  Having  sold  all  my  tools  in  Whitley  county, 
and  as  I  could  not  do  much  at  my  business  Avithout  them,  I  had 
an  opportunity,  that  v^inter,  of  making  me  a  full  set,  which  was 
a  decided  success  over  anything  I  had  ever  made  or  seen.  The 
filing  I  did  at  home,  giving  every  key  the  finest  polish  I  could 
get ;  they  shone  like  diamonds.  I  made  several  saws  for  out- 
ting  iron;  also  a  number  of  cold  chisels,  and,  truly,  I  had  the' 
whole  kit  of  tools  which  might  in  any  way  be  used  for  bur- 
glary purposes.  I  made  two  pair  of  plyers  to  fit  around  a  key 
in  the  door ;  I  could  stand  outside  and  bhp  them  round  the  key 
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and  unlock  a  door  easily.  Tlie  inside  of  the  jaws  were  like  a 
sharp  file,  and  Avould  stick  with  a  slifjht  pressure.  AVlien  I  got 
them  finished  I  felt  a  desire  to  use  them  for  the  purpose  for 
wliich  they  were  made,  and  was  impatient  to  be  up  and  doing. 
I  wrote  to  ^Vicks,  asking  him  to  meet  me  on  a  certain  day  in 
Detroit.  I  knew  just  wliere  I  could  sell  every  piece  of  goods  I 
could  get,  for  cash,  and,  without  further  delay,  I  mounted  my 
horse  and  was  off,  to  follow  that  kind  of  life  which  had  such  a 
charm,  and  such  an  irresistible  hold  on  me.  AV'hen  I  reached 
Detroit,  I  found  AVicks  on  hand.  I  had  not  met  him  since  the 
winter  before,  when  I  went  to  his  house  naked,  which  he,  as 
well  as  myself,  could  not  soon  forget. 

After  talking  matters  over  pretty  tlioroughly,  we  resolved  to 
,^^make  a  break,"  as  we  used  to  say.  There  were  any  number 
of  men  who  \vould  gladl}'  have  joined  us,  but  we  would  have  to 
divide  with  them,  and  we  concluded  to  play  a  "lone  hand,"  for 
a  time  at  least.     Durincr  the  evening  vre  went  along  the  street 

o  o  o 

examining  diiferent  places,  their  advantages  and  disadvantages, 
and  their  locality,  feeling  confident,  at  least,  that  we  were  mas- 
ters of  the  situation,  I  called  to  see  the  drayman,  and  when 
asked  if  he  could  do  a  little  business  for  me  in  a  few  hours,  he 
replied,  ''Yes;  only  tell  me  where."  He  said  I  could  find  him 
at  12  o'clock  and  after,  at  a  house  he  mentioned.  On  going 
after  liim,  found  it  to  be  a  place  where  the  lowest  men  and 
women  held  general  carousal  all  night. 

"We  had  picked  out  our  places,  and  all  that  remained  to  be 
done  was  to  proceed.  "When  11  o'clock  came,  we  provided  our- 
selves with  eight  grain  sacks  and  at  once  went  to  work.  In  the 
first  store  w^e  filled. two  bags  with  the  very  best  goods  we  could 
find,  left,  and  locked  the  door  after  us,  and  carried  our  goods  to 
a  place  previously  selected.  Then  we  went  to  another  store 
and  likewise  filled  two  more  bags.  When  we  came  to  the  third 
place,  the  first  advance  made  was  answered  by  the  tierce  bark- 
ing of  a  dog,  and  for  the  immediate  time  this  difficulty  was  not 
as  easily  overcome,  as  if  it  had  been  a  lock  or  bolt ;  these  in  a 
measure  we  could  control,  the  dog  we  could  not,  just  tiien  ; 
so  we  left,  cursing  the  animal  all  the  way  to  the  next  place, 
which  was  the  fourth  store  we  attempted  to  enter.  Here  we 
found  the  w^ay  clear,  and  quickly  filled  two  more  sacks,  and 
carried  them  to  a  safe  place,  as  before. 
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AYe  had  now  been  engaged  about  three  lioiirs,  and  our  goods 
were  ready  for  the  drayman,  ^vhoni  Wicks  notified  at  once.  In 
three  minutes  the  six  bags  were  loaded,  and,  accompanied  by 
'Wicks,  driven  to  their  destination.  AVhile  Wicks  and  the  dray- 
man were  attending  to  these  goods,  I  ^vas  going  into  the  par- 
lors of  two  of  the  best  looking:  dweliinsfs  I  could  find,  and  in 
them  gathered  up  articles  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  dollars. 
Among  these  things  I  had  one  ladies'  gold  ^vatch  and  one  extra 
fine  shawl.  I  collected  these  things  as  quickly  as  you  could 
have  done  it  in  your  own  house  in  daylight.  I  carried  a  dark 
lantern,  and  coukl  survey  a  room  and  its  contents  in  a  moment's 
time.  In  my  pocket  I  carried  a  pistol,  which  I  uould  not  hesi- 
tate to  use  in  case  1  met  witli  any  opposition  or  trouble  from 
the  inmates  of  the  house.  I  can  truly  say  I  ^vas  in  my  element 
when  going  through  a  rnan's  house  in  this  way  and  for  this 
purpose. 

The  next  morning,  by  times,  1  was  on  the  street  to  see  and 
hear  the  current  news  of  the  day.  Things  seemed  unusually 
quiet  till  about  9  o'clock,  when  it  was  rumored  around  that  a 
burglary  had  been  committed  during  the  night,  three  stores 
had  been  broken  into  and  a  number  of  dwellings  entered,  and 
it  was  the  opinion  of  many  that  the  knaves  who  done  it  lived 
in  town,  while  others  thought  they  must  have  come  from  a  dis- 
tance. All  these  speculations  in  regard  to  the  matter  I  listened 
to,  and  found  they  were  making  an  effort  to  find  the  goods. 
Tliey  went  so  far  as  to  search  a  few  houses,  but  all  to  no  pur- 
pose, there  was  nothing  found,  and  at  night  their  hope  of  ever 
seeing  them  was  gone. 

In  the  meantime  I  had  seen  my  m.an,  and  bargained  for  the 
sale  of  my  effects,  he  promising  to  give  me  seventy  cents  on  the 
first  cost.  The  next  day  the  goods  v;ere  taken  to  his  store,  and 
carried  in  the  back  way,  and  in  the  afternoon  he  and  1  invoiced 
them,  guessing  at  the  number  of  yards  in  each  piece  that  was 
not  full,  and  I  remember  very  distinctly,  that  I  thought  he 
could  beat  me  guessing.  The  final  footing  up  showed  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-three  dollars.  At  first  cost  it  was  undoubt- 
edly over  one  thousand  dollars.  I  knew  all  the  time  he  was 
getting  the  best  of  the  bargain,  and  I  also  knew  I  was  better 
at  stealing  the  goods  than  1  was  at  appraising  their  value. 
However,  we  got  six  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  for  about  a 
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week's  Avorlc.  The  articles  I  took  from  the  dwellings  paid  all 
expenses.  After  a  final  winding  up  of  this  transaction,  AVicks 
and  1  had  a  bit  of  a  spree  with  the  boys,  lasting  two  or  three 
days,  when  we  bid  them  good-bye,  promising  each  other  to  meet 
again  the  next  winter,  perhaps  before  that  time. 

On  my  road  home  1  stopped  in  AVashtenaw  county,  at  one  of 
my  friends,  and  found  there  one  of  our  gang  who  had  broken 
jail  in  some  part  of  the  Slate,  and  had  traveled  nights  till  he 
had  become  sick,  and  ^vas  very  much  reduced  in  strength.  I 
gave  him  tv.'enty-five  dollars,  which  greatly  cheered  him  up. 
The  next  morning  I  was  at  home  again.  ]\[y  wife,  by  this  time, 
began  to  know  something  of  my  evil  habits  and  practices,  and 
it  occasioned  her  intense  sorrow.  I  had  prevaricated  to  her  so 
long,  and  so  many,  viariy  times,  that  now^  it  had  no  effect  what- 
ever to  cheer  her.  Her  confidence  in  me  was  entirely  gone, 
and  she  was  perfectly  chilled.  I  said  to  myself  she  must  know 
it  all  at  last,  and  when  that  time  comes,  I  shall  have  710  wife, 
no  children.  The  thoughts  of  such  a  certain  and  awful  reality 
before  some  men  v/ould  have  stopped  them  at  once,  but  I  grew 
worse  from  day  to  day,  or,  at  least,  1  cared  less  about  the  con- 
sequences. 

I  resumed  my  work  on  the  Patch  farm,  and  was  called  in 
the  neighborhood  a  hard  working  man.  I  could,  \\\  those  days, 
do  as  much  work  as  two  common  men.  Once  in  a  while  I  went 
to  town,  (Tecumseh  or  Adrian,)  where  I  stole  all  the  groceries 
we  used  in  the  house.  1  have  often  started  for  Adrian,  taking 
with  me  a  clean  bag,  and,  leaving  my  horse  in  a  safe  place, 
usuall}^  in  some  field,  then  walk  into  town  and  enter  a  store,  tie 
my  bag  in  the  middle  and  fill  one  end  with  sugar  and  the  other 
Avith  coffee,  carrying  it  a  mile  to  my  horse  and  then  go  home. 
The  next  time  1  would  get  rice  or  tea  in  the  very  same  way. 
This  I  repeatedly  done,  both  in  Tecumseh  and  Adrian,  during 
the  two  years  T  was  on  the  Patch  farm. 

One  day  in  June,  1S3S,  a  poor  man  came  to  me  and  asked 
me  for  a  couple  bushels  of  wheat.  He  told  me  he  had  been  to 
several  men,  whose  names  he  mentioned,  who  he  thought  had 
it,  but  could  not  get  any.  That  night,  after  thinking  it  over, 
1  took  my  horses  and  wagon,  went  to  the  barn  of  the  wealthiest 
one  of  those  whom  this  poor  man  had  mentioned,  and  stole  ten 
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biislicls  of  wheat  aiul  took  it  to  ruill.  AVhcn  I  returned  I  found 
the  man  at  my  huuse  and  gave  him  one  Iiundrcd  pounds  of 
flour,  and  told  him  if  he  knew  of  any  one  in  need,  and 
could  not  get  any  flour,  I  would  spare  a  little  more  and  take 
my  ]xiy  in  work  during  harvest.  I  soon  had  customers  in  largo 
numbers,  so  jnany  in  fact,  that  I  was  forced  to  get  up  another  load 
at  night  and  go  to  mill,  and,  as  before,  sold  it  upon  the  same 
terms.  I  thought  I  could  make  the  '*niggcrly  cusses"  sell  to 
the  poor,  even  though  I  derived  the  benefits  myself,  which,  I 
will  assure  my  reader,  was  no  trouble  to  me.  AVhen  harvest 
time  came,  we  were  over-run  witli  help;  our.  wheat  was  cut, 
stacked  and  threshed  in  a  hurry.  This,  my  brother  and  "Wilson 
could  not  clearly  couiprehend,  the  men,  the  while,  telling 
them  they  had  tea,  sugar  and  coifee  enough  of  me  to  pay 
them  for  their  work,  but  where  and  how  I  could  get  so  many 
groceries,  was  ?v  mjstery  they  could  not  make  out.  I  had  men 
paid  in  advance  to  cut  and  husk  my  corn,  so  that  our  fall  work 
was  done  up  in  time,  and  in  good  style,  paying  for  it  in  the 
same  way  tliat  I  paid  for  many  other  things.  This  being  done, 
I  was  ready  to  turn,  my  attention  in  another  direction,  and  the 
first  thing  I  did,  was  to  provide  my  family  with  everything 
necessary  for  the  whole  winter,  telling  my  wife  and  brother 
that  I  was  going  to  strike  out  and  find  a  place  tliat  suited  mo 
and  buy  it;  that  I  was  through  working  land  for  others,  and  I 
was  determined  to  have  some  of  my  own. 
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TIRED   OF    FARM-LIFE START    AGAIN    FOR    ACTIVE     SERVICK  —  VISTf 

A     COUNTKUKEITKIis'    DEN     NEAR     BLISSFIELU,    MICHIGAN GO    TO 

MIEAN,    OHIO,    TO    KXTEND    MY    ACQUAINTANCE  —  STEAL    AND    SELL 

SEVERAL  HORSES  BETWEEN  THERE  AND  FRANKFORT,    KENTUCKY 

RETURN  WriTI  A  NEGRO  AND    A    SPLENDID    TEAM    OF    RACE   HORSES. 

I  made  up  iri\'  mind  the  chain  ^vas  wound  up  in  that  locality; 
that  I  would  leave  my  brother,  who  was  always  looking  with 
suspicion  upon  mo,  end  as  1  did  not  intend  to  inove  until  spring 
from  where  I  now  lived,  the  prospecc  of  a  long  and  idle  winter 
at  home  did  not  suit  me  exactly;  it  was  really  more  tlian  I 
could  endure. 

I  made  up  iny  mind  to  extend  the  area  of  my  operations  in. 
the  blackleg  business,  also,  my  acquaintance  with  the  brethren. 
This  conclusion  I  reached  about  the  last  days  of  October,  1S38. 
The  roads  were  fine  and  everything  seemed  to  favor  the  under- 
taking I  had  so  long  contemplated,  and  on  one  fine  Indian-sum- 
mer morning,  I  saddled  my  horse,  bid  my  wife  good-bye,  and 
was  gone,  cumbered  only  with  an  old-fashioned  round  valise,  in 
which  was  a  change  or  two  of  linen,  a  good  revolver,  a  Spanish 
knife,  and  the  finest  set  of  burglar's  tools  that  was  ever  wrapped 
up  in  a  doe-skia  case,  and  with  three  hundred  dollars  in  my 
pocket. 

My  first  stopping  place  ^vas  at  a  small  town  about  ten  miles 
east  of  Adrian,  called  Blissfield.  This  place  w^as  situated  on 
the  river  Eaisin,  and  was,  at  that  time,  a  sort  of  center  for 
blacklegs,  some  residing  in  and  near  the  place,  and  where  many 
would  come. and  go  unobserved  by  the  good  people  who  then 
made  up  the  chief  part  of  the  population.  Among  the  few  res- 
ident villains,  I  mav  mention  the  names  of  three:   Eogers, 

(•303) 
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Blake  rjid  Baiiton,  the  two  last  named  being  tnc  ring-leaders  of 

a  small  handful  of  horse-thieves  and  counterfeiters.     Their  place  i 

of  business  was  a  short  distance  up  the  river,  where  they  had  i 

dug  a  hole  in  the  bank,  and  were  making  money  of  the  most  ' 

inferior  kind.     I  stopped  in  Llissfield  over  night,  and  was  invi-  ; 

ted  to  go  up  and  visit  them  at  the  den.     I  went  in  company 

with  Blake,  and  when  near  the  place  were  confronted  by  the 

guard,  to  whom  Blake  whispered,  and  we  passed  on.     Judging 

from  the  dignity  assumed  by  my  conductor,  I  did  not  know 

but  vre  were  about  to  enter  the  grand  hall  or  council  chamber, 

called  Pandemonium,  and  I  was  not  much  disappointed,  for  it 

was  no  other  tljan  a  branch  of  it. 

The  interior  of  the  room  was  not  in  the  least  inviting,  and 
the  workmen  corresponded  in  every  way  with  the  room.  Their 
tools  were  an  old  worn  out  see  of  dies,  ami  the  material  thcv 
used  w«is  very  poor.  They  were  running  just  the  kind  of  a 
place  that  would,  in  a  short  time,  be  the  means  of  providing 
them  all  witii  a  better  home,  and  something  more  useful  to  '  , 

occupy  their  time.     I  learned  afterwards  that  I  was  correct  in  | 

the  opiniou  formed  of  them,  as  they  were  enabled  to  do  the  State  " 

of  Michigan  some  little  service.  The  only  kind  of  nourishment 
I  saw  in  this  place  for  the  men  was  whisky,  of  which  they  freely 
imbibed,  until  its  effect  on  them  was  such  as  to  make  it  neces- 
sary to  suspend  work  for  the  night;  at  the  same  time  it  made 
them  very  talkative,  and  a  relation  of  past  events  was  the  next 
in  order,  to  which  I  listened  until  tired  and  somewhat  disgusted, 
when  Blake  and  I  went  back  to  town. 

The  next  morning  I  went  out  among  some  of  tlie  business 
men  for  the  purpose  of  prospecting,  not  forgetting  a  Mr.  Leach, 
also  Mr.  Bliss,  after  whom  the  town  was  named,  but  they  did 
not  seem  to  have  anything  I  cared  about,  and  I  left  the  town. 
The  only  benellt  my  visit  was  to  me,  I  learried  where,  in  case 
I  should  be  in  a  pinch,  I  could  run  in  with  safety.  / 

I  made  my  way  from  this  place  to  Maumee,  the  only  place, 
at  that  time,  where  we  could  cross  the  river.     I  stayed  two  ..  \ 

days,  passing  my  time  entirely  in  the  society  of  our  own  men, 
and  here  found  those  who  were  acquainted,  for  hundreds  of 
miles  in  every  direction,  with  horse-thieves  and  counterfeiters. 
Completing  my  stay  here,  I  proceeded  to  Milan,  Ohio,  arid 
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while  there,  visited  clifTerent  phiccs,  where,  ns  I  said  on  leav- 
ing home,  I  might  have  a  greater  chance  of  extending  my 
acquaintance  among  my  brother  "chips.'' 

Milan  was  then  a  sort  of  headquarters,  and  men  were  to  be 
foimd  here  who  aided  in  doing  just  such  things  as  I  was  con- 
templating. Seeing  and  learning  all  I  could  here,  1  went  to 
Cleveland,  where  I  sold  my  liorse,  saddle  and  bridle,  tiien  took 
the  stage,  going  south  to  a  place  near  Akron,  Ohio,  and  went 
to  old  Jim  Brown's,  who  was  famous  in  that  State  as  one  of 
the  leading  knaves.  1  found  him  to  be  a  resolute,  active  man, 
hio^hlv  educated  in  the  art  of  makinfj:  bad  monev,  and  which 
was  his  hobby,  still,  he  encouraged  all  branches  of  the  business. 
He  had  been  arrested  several  times,  and  by  his  cunning,  was  as 
often  cleared.  When  I  was  at  his  house  he  was  engaged  in 
this  nefarious  work,  and  had  a  number  of  men  in  his  employ, 

1  told  I3rov,-n  I  ])rcferred  to  handle  good  horses,  and  asked 
hnn  il  he  could  tell  me  where  1  could  get  a  good  span  there- 
abouts.    He  replied  : 

"  1  can  ;  and  I  w  ill  go  v/ith  you  myself,  and  help  you  off  witn 
them.  They  belong  to  an  "old  cuss"  over  west  here,  who  has 
interfered  Avith  me  and  my  alTairs,  and  I  have  been  v/anting 
some  one  to  come  and  clear  him  out;  he  said  he  lived  in  fear, 
and  kept  everything  locked,  and,  also,  a  large,  ugly  dog,  which 
was  left  loose  at  night.'' 

I  told  Brov/n  I  could  kill  his  dog  and  steal  his  horses  and 
buggy  the  same  night;  that  I  carried  the  stufT  to  do  it  with. 

The  next  night  was  decided  upon  for  action  in  the  matter, 
the  road  to  take,  and  the  place  where  I  was  to  stop  all  laid  out. 
I  was  to  take  a  southern  course,  and  one  of  Brown's  men, 
early  in  the  morning  after  my  leave,  was  to  pass  this  man's 
house  from  the  nortii,  and  tell  him,  that  in  tlie  niglit,  about  2 
o'clock,  a  team  and  buggy  went  by  his  house  at  a  rapid  gaii 
to  the  north,  while  all  this  time  I  was  going  south.  This  was 
done  to  lead  him  to  think  his  horses  and  carriage  were  in  that 
direction. 

The  next  evening,  the  one  we  had  set  on  which  to  go,  Brown 
took  me  in  his  buggy,  and  driving  past  this  man's  house,  the  dog 
came  out,  barking  fiercely,  when  I  tossed  him  a  nice  piece  of 
meat,  which,  I  could  sec,  he  ate.     We  drove  on  a  mile,  and 
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when  Ave  returned  the  do;;  was  still  in  the  rop.d,  but  lying  very 
quietly.     Tying  our  team  a  short  distance  from  the  barn  wo  \ 

went  to  the  stable  where  the  horses  were   kept,  the   door  of  ] 

which  I  soon  opened,  walked  in,  put  on  the  gears,  and  in 
t€n  minutes  we  were  ready  to  start.  I  drove  them  north  a 
mile,  turned  round  upon  the  side  of  the  road,  then  I  repassed  [ 

the  man's  house,  Brown  following  for  a  mile  or  so,  then  return- 
ing home. 

As  I  said,  I  went  south,  traveling  hard  for  four  hours,  getting 
a  few  cars  of  corn  to  feed  my  horses  along  the  way.     I  made     -  • 

fifty  miles  before  daylight,  and  put  up  daring  the  day  Avith  a  ^ 

friend  of  Brown's.     From  him  I  learned  much  of  the  country  ■. 

and  people  that  was  very  necessary  to  me.  I  resumed  my 
journe}^  southward,  to  a  place  on  the  Muskingum  river  called 
Zanesviile.  The  next  morning,  before  daylight,  I  stopped  with 
a  farmer  a  little  west  of  the  town,  on  the  National  Turnpike, 
where  I  remained  during  the  day,  considering  the  question  as 
to  whether  I  had  not  better  sell  at  Zanesviile  and  steal  another 

i 

span.     I  was  one  hundred  miles  from  where  I  had  taken  the  '   • 

horses,  and  that  distance,  in  the  days  of  1S3S,  was  as  safe  as 

two  hundred  in  ISGO.     Finally,  on  going  over  to  Zanesviile,  I '  ; 

found  a  man  buying  horses  for  the  eastern  market,  and  on  the  ; 
next  day  sold  him  mv  whole  outfit  for  two  hundred  and  fiftv- 

five  dollars.     The  harness  alone  was  worth  forty-five  dollars,  i 

and  tiie  whole  rig  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  but  we  were  \ 
always  obliged  to  sell  at  a  low  figure  in  such  cases.                                       "     I 

I  stayed  over  a  short  time  in  Zanesviile  after  selling  my  I 

horses,  and  as  soon  as  my  eye  fell  on  a  fine  horse,  I  saddled  \ 

him  and  was  off  for  Circleville,  leaving  Columbus  to  the  right.  j 

Traveling  three  days  and  two  nights,  brought  me  to  Cincinnati,  \ 

where  I  sold  my  horse  for  one  hundred  dollar^,  retaining  my  ? 
saddle  and  bridle,  vrhich  I  put  in  a  cofCee  sack.     Then  I  took 

the  stage  for  Hamilton,  a  place  twenty-five  miles  north,  and  ; 
stayed  there  a  day  or  two  with  a  friend,  of  whose  residence  I 

learned  from  Jim  Brown.     I  told  this  man  I  Avanted  a  good  ) 

horse  for  the  Kentucky  market,  and  lie  would  greatly  oblige     '  i 

me  if  he  could  give  me  any  information  that  would  lead  me  to  ; 

where  I  could  find  one.      He  replied  that  a  farmer  living  close  ;' 

to  town  owned  several  fine  animals,  which  he  Avould  be  very  5 


">*> 


THE    LIFE    OF    SILK    DOTV.  20T 

willing  to  show  me.  During  the  day  we  looked  them  over, 
very  quietly,  and  at  night  he  took  me  and  my  equipments  in  his 
buggy,  out  there,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  faii-ly  dark,  I  was  on 
the  back  of  the  best  in  the  lot,  going  rapidly  toward  Cincinnati, 
where  I  would  have  to  cross  the  Ohio  river,  the  most  risky  part 
to  accomplish  of  my  whole  trip.  Eut,  it  hap])ened,  just  as  I 
arrived  at  the  ferry,  several  horsenien  were  there,  and  crossed 
at  the  same  time,  so  I  was  not  noticed,  and  landed  safely  in 
Covington,  opposite  the  city. 

From  there  I  took  a  straight  course  for  Frankfort,  Kentucky, 
one  hundred  miles  distant  from  Cincinnati.  On  my  way  I  went 
into  a  field  and  filled  my  codee-sacl:  with  corn,  and  just  at  day 
I  turned  into  a  piece  of  woods,  tied  my  horse  in  the  thickest 
piece  of  undergrowth  I  could  find,  and  there  fed  him.  As 
early  as  possible  1  started  in  quest  of  some  breakfast  for  my- 
self, which  I  succeeded  m  getting,  and  when  returning  to  my 
horse,  stole  and  carried  on  my  back  over  half  a  mile,  part  of  a 
shock  of  corn. 

I  spent  the  day  with  my  horse,  rubbing,  feeding  and  water- 
ino:  him,  I  also  cut  and  carried  a^ass  to  him.  When  nio;ht  came 
we  were  ready  and  in  good  trim  to  go  ahead  toward  the  end  of 
my  journey,  Frankfort.  At  that  time -there  were  some  good 
breed  of  horses  in  that  city,  and  1  had  a  desire  to  see  them. 
"When  day  made  its  appearance  1  again  went  into  quarters  m 
the  woods,  and  there  kept  quiet  till  dark.  • 

At  that  time  there  was  a  stage  route  between  Cincinnati  and 
Frankfort,  and  I  was  a  little  fearful  about  taking  my  horse 
there,  and,  to  be  on  the  safe  side,  I  turned  ofT  in  the  direction 
of  Shelbyviile,  where  1-  found  a  purchaser  for  my  horse  and 
rig,  receiving  one  hundred  dollars  for  them.  After  selling  my 
hoi^e  I  started  on  foot,  and  walked  south  and  west  a  distance 
of  thirty  miles,  to  a  place  called  Bardstown.  I  stopped  a  little 
way  out  of  town  for  part  of  the  day,  wiien,  on  meeting  two  or 
three  persons,  in  some  way  we  brought  up  the  subject  of  horses, 
and  they  spoke  of  a  man  not  far  off,  who  kept  several  fine  ones. 
In  a  careless  way,  I  listened  attentively  to  all  that  was  said, 
and,  unbeknown  to  any  present,  had  a  full  description  of  his 
stock,  and  the  place  in  which  it  was  kept,  all  the  while  resolv- 
inor  in  ii^Y  mind  to  have  two  of  his  best  horses. 
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After  breakfast  I  went  in  the  woods  and  spent  tlio  day,  and, 
just  at  the  dusk  of  evening,  I  repaired  to  the  aforesaid  place, 
where  I  found  what  I  was  after ;  in  fact,  I  found  more  than  I 
expected,  for  here  was  a  good  supply  of-  blankets,  saddles  and 
bridles.  I  put  a  saddle  on  the  best  horse  in  the  barn,  and  by 
his  side  stood  one  nearly,  if  not  fully,  as  good  ;  this  one  I  led, 
riding  the  one  I  had  saddled.  I  started  immediately,  going 
through  Shelbyville  on  a  very  slow  walk,  so  as  not  to  excite 
suspicion,  and  on  reaching  the  distance  of  five  miles  north-of  it, 
1  went  into  an  extensive  and  hilly  piece  of  heavy  timbei^ed 
land.  Eiding  some  miles  into  it  and  stopping,  as  it  appeared 
to  me,  in  a  grassy  valley,  and  here  tying  my  horses,  I  cut  grass 
for  them  with  my  knife;  then  1  took  a  sack  I  had  provided  my- 
self with,  and  went  back  to  a  corn-field  I  saw  at  a  distance, 
filled  it  and  brought  it  to  them,  -which  they  ate  ravenously, 
as  I  had  not  fed  them  during  the  night,  as  was  my  rule. 

It  was  now  thirty-six  hours  since  I  had  eaten  anything,  and 
ray  stomach  began  to  feci  as  if  it  could  devour  most  anything 
it  could  get  a  chance  to,  so  I  went  out  to  the  main  road  and 
went  to  the  first  house  in  view,  where  they  gave  me  some  bacon 
and  corn  bread.  1  told  them  I  was  hunting,  and  had  left  my 
gun  and  dogs  in  the  woods,  which  I  knew,  from  the  expression 
of  their  faces,  they  believed. 

In  the  afternoon,  as  I  was  lying  on  my  blanket,  waiting  im- 
patiently for  nigh.t  to  come  again,  I  fell  asleep.  How  long  I 
slept  I  could  not  say,  when  I  was  suddenly  awakened  by 
approaching  footsteps  and  cracking  of  twigs,  and  in  an  instant 
I  was  on  my  feet,  when  I  saw  standing  before  me  a  negro, 
apparently  about  twenty-five  years  old.  It  flashed  across  my 
mind  instantly  to  steal  him.  After  passing  the  usual  salutations,  ^ 
I  began  to  question  him  as  to  his  business  in  that  particular 
spot,  and  found  he  was  looking  for  cattle.  I  asked  him  if  he 
knew  a  negro  in  those  p'lrts  by  some  name  which  I  mentioned. 
He  said  he  did  not.  I  asked  him  if  he  was  a  slave.  He  said  he 
was.  I  said,  "Would  you  like  to  be  free?"  to  which  ho  said,,. 
"Yes."  I  then  asked  him  if  he  would  take  any  risk  to  get  awaj 
to  Ohio,  and  he  replied: 

"  Yes,  ilassa;  any  kind  of  a  chance." 

Then  I  said  to  him,  when  would  you  like  to' undertake  it? 
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"lliglit  away,  Massa;  to-night;  in  an  lionr  I  can  be  ready." 

I  saw  he  Avas  all  right,  and  a  pretty  smart  negro,  too.  I 
asked  him  if  he  had  any  better  clothes;  he  answered  in  tho 
aiHrraativc.     I  inquired  if  his  master  had  a  saddle  ;  he  said  : 

"Yes,  two;  one  very  nice  one,  and  a  common  one  for  de  nig- 
gers to  ride  on." 

Then  I  asked  if  be  could  get  his  clothes  and  steal  the  saddle, 
and  be  there  a  bit  after  dark ;  he  said  : 

"YeSj^Massa;  and  Massa's  saddle-bags,  too;  I  cp.n  get  all  de 
niggers  to  help  me." 

This  arrani^ement  looked  favorable  for  our  crossinor  the  river 
without  ditlicultv,  and  to  m©  it  was  somewhat  cheerincr.  I 
told  the  negro  to  come  at  dark,  if  possible,  and  bring  the  arti- 
cles mentioned,  and  that  1  did  not  care  how  many  helped  him 
off  if  they  did  not  "peach"  on  us.  On  the  instant,  he  darted 
through  the  bushes  with  the  speed  of  a  deer,  and,  for  aught  I 
knew,  for  the  purpose  of  betraying  me;  yet  I  had  confidence 
in  iiim. 

It  was  now  two  hours  before  sunset,  and  time  to  prepare  to 
"light  out."  I  gave  my  horses  one  more  "  rubbing  down,"  and, 
as  they  had  been  treated  very  generously  to  food  during  the 
day,  they  were  in  fine  condition  to, travel  sixty  or  eighty  miles, 
just  as  the  necessity  of  the  case  required.  xVt  dark  I  heard,  not 
far  distant,  the  sound  of  voices,  and  could  tell  they  were 
approaching.  'My  horse  was  saddled,  his  halter  untied,  and  I 
was  ready  to  spring  into  the  saddle  and  go,  in  case  the  negro 
had  betrayed  me.  But  such  Avas  not  the  case :  here  he  came, 
accompanied  by  a  man  and  vroman.  The  woman,  he  told  me, 
was  his  wife. 

The  other  horse  was  soon  saddled  and  all  was  in  readiness  to 
move.  1  took  the  saddle-bags,  which  he  said,  "]\Iassa  alwiiys 
have  on  his  horse." 

I  said,  "come,  now,  it  is  time  to  go;  we  will  sleep  in  Ohio 
to-morrow  night,  and  you  may  believe  it." 

"If  Massa  say' so,  we  surely  will" 

Then  came  the  parting  with  his  wife,  and  the  vows  of  faith- 
fulness exchanged  between  them;  and  as  we  rode  slowly  away, 
I  could  hear  the  low  heart-broken  wail  of  his  companion  left 
there  alone, 

14: 
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When  we  reached  the  main  road,  the  negro  said,  ^'Whcro  wo 
cross  de  ribber,  MassaT'  I  told  him  at  Cincinnati.  He  said 
he  was  '^  nebber  dere." 

We  rode  along  at  a  good  gait,  not  very  fast,  but  steady,  and 
had  probably  gone  ten  miles,  when  my  negro  said,  in  a  low 
voice,  "  Massa,  dar's  men  comin'  behind  its  on  horses,"  when 
we  inci'eased  oar  speed  a  little,  unid  we  came  to  an  open  piece 
of  timber,  and  riding  a  few  rods  to  one  side  of  the  road,  I  gave 
m}^  horse  over  to  Pompey,  for  such  ho  said  \vas  his  name,  and 
went  back  to  the  road  to  sec  what  or  who  these  men  might  be 
aTter.  I  found  it  was  me  and  my  horses  they  wanted,  and  not 
the  negro.  From  their  talk  I  inferred  they  were  going  to  stop 
two  or  three  miles  ahead,  so  we  fell  in  the  rear.  When  they 
left  the  main  road  to  go  up  to  the  dwelling  on  a  plantation,  we 
were  close  at  hand,  and  as  soon  as  we  had  passed  the  place 
where  they  were,  went  aheail  at  a  brisk  rate  until  12  o'clock, 
when  wc  got  some  corn  and  fed  and  rested  our  horses  for  an 
hour  or  two.  I  knew  1  was  ahead  and  would  cross  the  river 
twelve  hours  before  any  of  these  men  could  get  to  the  ferry. 
In  the  morning  at  G  o'clock  we  were  on  the  ferry  going  into 
Ohio. 

As  soon  as  we  landed,  I  sav/  a  marked  change  come  over 
Pomp's  face.  I  thought  it  must  be  the  inhaling  of  free  air ;  he 
looked  larger  and  mpre  of  a  man  than  he  did  on  the  Kentucky 
side. 

We  did  not  stop  in  the  city  to  receive  the  congratulations  of 
our  abolition  friends,  but  struck  out  in  the  direction  of  Ei-ch- 
mond,  Indiana.  As  vrc  rode  along,  the  negro  was  jubilant  and 
full  of  talk,  asking  me  if  I  could  not  go  back  and  steal  his  wife 
and  bov.  I  told  him  it  v/ould  not  do  to  undertake  it  then,  as 
there  was  two  much  excitement  in  that  part  cow,  over  the  loss 
of  two  good  horses  and  a  valuable  negro. 

I  asVed  him  what  he  wao  worth  in  Kentucky,  and  ho  replied, 
"ten  or  twelve  hundied  dollars;''  said  his  master  was  oH'ered 
fifteen  hundred  for  him  to  go  south,  but  they  did  not  want  his 
wife,  and  *' massa  would  not  part  us."  This  negro  said  ho 
would  work  three  years  ior  me  if  1  would  steal  his  wifo.  I  asked 
him  if  she  could  ride  on  horse  back? 

He  replied,  ''  Yes,  ]\las5a;  as  good  as  1  can." 
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I  asked  him  if  his  master  had  any  oood  horses? 
lie  said,  "  He  has  some  of  the  best  now  in  old  Kaintuck." 
Said  I,  "What  do  you  mean  by  iwioV 

"  Wh}',  de  Lord,  Massa ;  I  know  dcBQ  horses ;  dey  are  do 
Bardstown  run  run'  horses  we  ridin\  Do  horse  you  are  on  beat 
ebryting  at  Shelbyville  hist  fourth  of  July.  I  knew  de  horse 
when  I  saw  'em  in  de  woods.  Dat  horse  you  on  worf  more 
daii  any  nigger  in  de  State.  Dey  make  big  hunt  for  deso 
horses;-  mind,  Massa,  what  I  tell  you;  but  I  nebber  says  a  word, 
here  nor  dere,  not  if  dey  cotch  and  huiig  dis  nigger.  I  nebber 
tell  I  see  3'ou  or  de  horses." 

By  this  time  it  vs-as  noon  and  time  to  feed.  Xot  having  any- 
thing to  eat  since  sometime  during  the  night,  and  traveling 
steady,  it  was  very  necessary  we  should  stop  and  rest,  so  we 
called  at  a  farm  house,  o(T  the  main  road,  fed  and  rested  two 
hours,  going  in  the  direction  of  Eichmond,  Avhen  "wc  left, 
ivhere  I  told  the  negro  ho  would  find  plenty  of  friends,  and  I 

'  would  come  back  some  time  to  see  him,  and,  perhaps,  help  him 
to  get  his  wife. 
"When  we  were  very  near  Eichmond,  I  enquired  for  the  lead- 

,   ing  abolitionist  of  the  place,  and  was  referred  to  a  Quaker,  liv- 

i  ing  a  little  way  out  of  town,  on  whom  I  at  once  called  with 
Pompey,  telling  him  I  had  transported  him  thus  far,  and  the 
risk  I  had  run  to  myself  in  doing  it.  It  wiis  then  almost  night. 
The  Quaker  pressed  me  to  stay  with  them,  but  I  knew  if  the 
Kentucky  party  vrere  on  my  trail,  they  niust  be  as  far  as  Cincin- 
nati by  this  time,  and  I  wanted  to  put  one  more  sharp  night's  ride 
between  them  and  myself,  saying  nothing  of  the  horses,  for  from 
the  information  I  got  from  Pompey  regarding  their  value,  it  is 
possible  1  thought  as  much  about  losing  the  horses  as  I  did  of 
myself  being  caught.  So  I  bid  the  Quaker  and  Pompey  good- 
bve,  o-lvluf  the  ne2:ro  his  saddle  and  bridle,  when  1  left. 

At  midnight,  I  stopped  and  fed.  stealing  the  grain  out  of  a 
barn,  not  far  from  the  roadside,     ll  was  now  the  25th  of  Novera- 

'  ber,  cold  and  stormy,  with  Dad  roads  m  Indiana,  which  made 
traveling  on  hoi^eback  slow  and  hard  work.     A  blanket  served 

I    me  for  an  overcoat,   without    which    I   should   have  suffered. 

:  When  morning  came  I  turned  ofl  from  the  main  road  and 
stayed  at  a  house  until  r.:gni,  preier.dmg  to  my  host  to  be  sick> 
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but  wliC:i  night  caine  I  told  them  I  wouhl  ride  on  to  a  small 
town  a  short  distance  ahead.  Instead  of  stopping  there  I  kept 
on  all  night,  and  just  before  the  break  of  day  I  reached  Bill 
Hill's  house,  in  Xoble  county,  finding  everything  quiet  in  that 
locality.  Here  I  stayed  several  days  and  rested  well,  at  the 
same  time  fixing  up  my  horses  in  just  as  good  trim  as  they 
^vere  on  the  night  I  took  them.  The  best  one  I  sold  to  H  ill  for 
one  hnndrcd  and  fifty  dollars;  it  was  well  worth  five  hundred 
dollars.  The  other  one  I  took  to  Kalamazoo  and  sold  to  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Hays  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
From  there  I  went  to  Cold  water,  Michigan,  riding  with  a  gen- 
tleman who  was  in  pursuit  of  a  stolen  horse.  He  cursed  horse- 
thieves  up  and  dovrn,  and  swore  he  would  shoot  them  all  if  he 
only  had  a  chance,  in  which  I  coincided.  AVe  had  a  pleasant 
and  social  ride,  and  he  seemed  to  think  me  a  splendid  fellow. 
After  stavino;  over  m£rht  here  with  a  blacklei^  friend  of  mine, 
I  went  to  Hillsdale  and  stopped  at  Eoss  Johnson's,  where  kin- 
dred spirits  of  oui's  always  put  up  when  in  that  town.  I  told 
them  here  that  I  Avas  fro'in^  to  move  to  Indiana  early  in  the 

DO  » 

spring,  at  which  announcement  they  all  seemed  greatly  to 
rejoice. 

In  a  day  or  so  I  went  home  and  told  my  wife  I  was  going  to 
move  to  Indiana  in  the  spring;  that  I  had  been  looking  the 
country  over,  and  found  that  I  could  buy  an  excellent  farm 
at  a  reasonable  rate,  all  of  which  seemed  to  satisfy  her  very 
well.  I  arrived  home  in  the  early  part  of  December,  1S3S. 
I  now  had  plenty  of  time  to  think  over  my  exploits  of  the 
past  few  montlis,  and  the  success  which  had  attended  my  last 
trip — the  live  hundred  dollars  I  had  made  being  the  first  con- 
sideration—  as  I  thought  of  these  things,  the  distance  I  had 
been  and  the  many  risks  I  had  run,  I  felt  a  greater  confidence 
in  myself  than  ever  before,  that  I  could  do  anything  without 
detection.  I  had  stolen  everything,  even  to  human  flesh,  and 
escaped  with  it;  I  often  thought  of  Pompey  his  white  teeth,  his 
large  eyes,  and  also  his  knowledge  of  the  Bardstown  hoi*sos; 
how  sudden  his  disappearance  from  the  hills  and  valleys  of  his 
old  Kentucky  home,  and  of  that  new  home  of  his  among  the 
godly  men  of  that  little  place  in  Indiana,  where  he  might  yet 
learn  to  say  "Thee  and  Thou." 
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Whether  he  ever  succeeded  iti  getting  his  wife  or  not,  I 
never  heard,  bub  1  told  liim  how  to  proceed  in  case  I  never  camo 
to  assist  hini.  In  the  first  pUice  he  was  to  go  to  Cincinnati  in 
the  night,  steal  a  ski  IT  and  cross  the  river ;  then  hide  the  boat,  and 
taking  something  along  to  eat,  go  to  his  old  home  by  night,  and 
to  the  negro  quarters;  see  the  ones  who  helped  hiniotT,  and  get 
the  one  that  came  to  tlie  woods  with  his  wife,  to  get  tv.'o  of 
the  best  horses  his  master  had,  one  for  liis  wife  and  the  other  for 
himself,  and  ride  for  the  river  as  fiist  as  the  horses  could  travel, 
the  distance  which  he  could  make  in  one  night  easily;  shoot 
the  horses,  and  put  them  in  the  river,  letting  them  ^o  down 
stream;  then  recross  the  river,  and  let  the  skill  follow  in  the 
livakc  of  the  horses;  this  must  all  be  done  in  the  night,  and  in 
his  flight,  be  sure  and  not  call  on  any  of  the  Democrats  of 
Indiana.     lie  assured  me  he  would  do  it  the  next  summer. 


CHAPTER  XXIIL 

KEACn    nOilE MOVK   TO   INDIANA   IN   THE    SrUINO UIRE   A   MIK 

TO  WORK  FOK  ME HE  LEARNS  OF  MY  DISREPUTABLE   BUSINESS 

THREATENS   TO    "  TEACH " 1   MURDER    HIM   AND    HIDE    HIS    BODY 

IN  THE  WOODS IT  IS  FOUND SUSPICION    STRONG  AGAINST   ME 


HAND Vf'E    GET   THE    MONET DETECTED MY     CONFEDERATES 

ARRESTED ONE    OF   THEM    SHOT    WHILE     RESISTING    AN    OFFICER. 

5 

I  stayed    at    homo    the    balanco    of   the   winter,   keeping  \    • 

my  family   company,   and   looking    after  my   stock,    having  } 

at   that   time   several   head  —  a  yoke   of  oxen,  sheep,  hogs,  j 

a   span   of    French   horses,    cows   and    young   cattle.      My  >, 

horses  I  sold,  preparatory  to  moving  the  first  of  April,  1S39, 
and  about  the  IGth  of  lYpril  I  arrived  in  Steuben  county,  Indi- 
ana. I.  rented  a  house  not  far  from  Willow  Prairie,  I  think  of 
one  Salsbury.  I  moved  there  with  teams,  using  for  the  pur- 
pose a  ycke  of  oxen.  Soon  after  I  got  there  I  bought  a  farm 
of  one  Stimpson,  farther  north  and  west,  upon  which  I  made 
a  nice  payment,  and  gave  a  mortgage  on  the  place  for  tho 
balance.  During  the  summer  I  ran  a  breaking-teahn,  and  built 
a  house  on  this  farm,  and  in  the  fall  I  moved  on  it. 

In  the  early  part  of  that  season  I  hired  a  man  who  came 
along  looking  for  work,  and,  as  I  wanted  a  hand  to  help  me 
.break,  (he  representing  himself  as  a  good  ox-driver,)  I  employed 
him.  lie  was  a  man  about  twenty-four  or  twenty-five  years 
old,  and  he  stayed  with  me  during  the  summer.  lie  was  a 
man  of  strong  passions  as  well  as  myself,  and  we  often  had  a  .  . 

trilling  misunderstanding  when  at  Avork.     Some  days  in  my  ■  '^ 

greatest  need  he  would  be  gone,  and  I  would  have  to  run  about 
and  get  another  hand.  During  the  time  he  worked  for  mo, 
several  men  with  horses  ci'ime  to  my  house,  with  whom  1  had 
considerable  conversation,  and  several  times  I  caught  him  eaves- 
dropping. 

(214) 
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When  he  first  came  to  ^vork  for  me,  he  knew  of  my  steal  ing  some 
small  things  at  Willow  Prairie,  Coldwatcr,  and  other  places 
about  the  country,  such  as  chains,  clevises,  and  other  agricul- 
tural implements. 

The  time  cam^e,  at  last,  ^vhen  ^ve  could  not  agree;  indeed,  I 
iiate?l  him,  and  knew  the  feeling  was  reciprocated.  One  word 
would  be  sufficient  to  arouse  a  bitter  quarrel.  1  often  threatened 
to  whip  hi)n,  and  he  as  often  told  me  1  was  not  man  enough. 
Pinally,  one  night,  at  my  house,  he  and  I  got  into  a  dispute, 

w^hen  he  said  I  was  a  "d d  old  thief,''  and  he  could  prove  it. 

We  were  both  very  much  excited,  and  I  told  him  if  he  said 
anvthino^  about  jne  in  the  ncifrhborhood,  1  wouki  kill  him.  lie 
replied  that  he  would  tell  all  he  l:ad  seen  and  all  1  had  told 
him,  before  he  left  the  place. 

A  man  by  the  name  of  Gordinier  was  present  during  this 
conversation  between  us,  and  told  me  afterwards  that  he  feared 
the  result,  unless  the  man  could  be  persuaded  to  keep  quiet. 

He  then  asked  for  a  settlement,  and  I  could  not  pay  him  all 
I  owed  him,  for  the  reason  that  I  could  not  get  my  pay  from 
some  that  were  indebted  to  me. 

'  About  dark  he  tied  up  his  clothes  and  leftj  going  west.  1 
did  not  like  to  have  him  leave  in  his  present  state  of  mind,  and 
in  possession  of  so  many  facts  concerning  me,  so  I  started  after 
him,  overtakinfT  him  a  short  distance  from  the  house.  I  be^ran 
talking  to  him  in  a  conciliatory  way  ;  but  the  milder  I  talked, 
the  rougher,  meaner,  and  more  insulting  his  language  was  to  me. 
I  did  not  follow  him  with  any  bad  intentions;  I  knew  very 
well  he  could  injure  me  without  doing  himself  any  good,  and  it 
was  my  wish  to  persuade  him  from  doing  as  he  threatened.  But 
it  was  all  to  no -purpose  that  T  tried  to  talk  to  him,  and  after 

walking  vrith  him  half  a  mile,  he  said  I  was  a  "d d  liar  and 

a  thief." 

As  quick  as  thought  I  struck  him  with  a  hickory  walking 
stick  across  the  back,  or  side  of  his  neck  and  temple.  lie  fell 
instantly  and  lay  very  still  for  several  minutes,  when  1  went  to 
him,  got  some  water  and  bathed  his  temples,  thinking  he  would 
cume  out  all  right.  But  after  trying  a  little  while  to  resuscitate 
him,  the  movements  of  his  muscles  told  me  too  plainly  that  ho 
was  deal;  and,  for  fear  of  being  seen,  I  took  him  to  one  side 
to  wait  and  see  if  he  vrould  not  recover. 


[ 
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I 

I 

I  stayed  by  him  for  two  hours,  Avhen  his  body  began  to  j 

assume  that  rifjid  state,  known  only  after  death.     Yes ;  Lorenzo  \ 

G.  Koycs  was  dead—dead  !  and  at  my  hands.  i 

I  was  alone  with  him  in  the  woods.     What  should  I  do?     I  1^ 

thought  at  first  of  goingto  the  nearest  neighbor,  and  telling  them  \ 

all,  everything;  but  if  1  did,  I  knew  1  would  be  hung,  and  at  1 

last,  after  staying  by  him  a  long  time,  I  felt  there  was  but 
one  course  for  nie  to  take,  that  was  to  hide  his  body ;  going 
to  the  swamp  1  found  a  wet,  miry  place,  and  returning  to  the  7 
body,  I  could  see  by  the  dim  light  of  a  few  stars,  he  was  blced^< 
ing  at  the  mouth  and  ear.     1  took  him  up  and  carried  him  toX 
the  spot  1  had  found,  and    pressed   him   down    in   the   muck     { 
as  far  as  possible,  then  carried  some  old  logs  from  quite  a 
distance  and   covered  him  up;  1  then  left  the  spot.     When  I 
arrived  liome  all  my  family  were  in  bed,  and  I  hid  his  clothes. 
There  was  some  blood  on  my  clothes,  which  my  wife  wiushcd 
out  In  the  morning  before  any  of  the  rest  were  up. 

1  went  about  my  business  as  usual,  "and  when  any  of  the 
neighbors  asked  me  what  liad  become  of  in}'  man  1  would  tell 
them  he  got  angry  and  left;  where  he  had  gone  1  did  not 
know  — neither  did  I  care. 

'  In  a  few  days  after  this  event  1  moved  on  what  was  then 
called  the  Stimpson  farm,  where  1  built  a  log-house  and  resided 
until  the  spring  of  IS  13.  I  remember  this,  because  it  was  the 
year  the  Millerites  were  going  to  have  the  world  burn  up,  and 
I  did  not  care  how  quick. 

There  was,  at  that  time,  a  great  deal  of  talk  about  the  kill- 
ing of  'Koyes.  The  body  of  a  man  had  been  found  just  where 
1  had  laid  Noyes,  the  year  before,  by  a  man  and  woman^ 
named,  respectively,  James  Groves  and  Maria  Baker,  while  hunt- 
ins:  cattle.  This  1  understood  to  be  the  case,  but  never  (]:ave- 
myself  the  trouble  to  enquire.  My  friends  told  me  repeatedly 
1  would  be  arrested,  to  Avhich  I  paid  no  attention. 

But  to  return  to  the  winter  of  1S39-40.  This  winter  I  was 
making  calculations  to  get  out  lumber  to  finish  a  barn,  the- 
frame  of  which  Jiad  been  put  up  some  time  before.  My  oxen 
needed  to  be  shod  before  I  could  draw  the  lumber,  so  I  went  to 
Willow  Prairie  for  that  purpose.  The  blacksmith  could  not  do 
the  job  for  the  want  of  a  rope.     As  luck  would  have  it,  how- 


THE    LIFJi    OF    SILE   DOTY.  217 

ever,  I  had  seen  a  long,  larp^e-sized  rope  in  the  barn  of  one 
Jeremiah  Tillitson,  and,  goinp^  around  there,  I  coiled  up  the  rope 
and  took  it  on  my  bade,  in  broad  da3'light,  to  the  blacksmith 
and  gave  it  to  him.  This  I  done  ^vithin  iifty  rods  of  the  owner- 
Two  or  three  years  thereafter  I  was  at  the  same  shop,  when 
TilHtson  came  in  and  happened  to  notice  the  rope  and  knew  it. 
He  asked  the  smith  where  he  got  the  rope,  when  he  replied: 
'^Doty  gave  it  to  me!''  I  then  said  I  saw  it  hanging  in  his 
barn,  a*id  thought  it  had  better  be  in  use.  So  the  matter 
passed  oil  for  a  joke. 

Whl^e  I  lived  in  this  region  I  did  everything  in  my  power  to 
gain  thcgood  will  of  my  neighbors,  and  in  turn  the}^  all  seemed 
to  be  mV;  friends.  If  they  wanted  to  borrovv^  anything,  and  I 
did  not  have  it,  I  went  and  stole  it.  I  remember  on  one  occa- 
sion a  man  came  to  me  in  the  spring  of  ISiO  and  wanted  to 
borrow  a  })low.  1  did  not  have  any  to  lend,  but  I  told  him  I 
had  one  lent  out  and  would  get  it  for  him.  I  took  my  oxen 
and  wiiiron  and  vrent  ten  miles  in  the  niirht  and  stole  one:  also 
a  grist  01  wheat  at  the  same  time.  I  carried  the  plow  lialf-a- 
mile  on  my  back,  and  left  it  at  his  house.  "When  he  got  up  in 
the  morning  the  plow  was  there  in  his  yard.  I  never  called 
for  it,  and  he  wore  it  out. 

In  the  summer  of  the  same  year  I  went  to  Jonesville  and 
loaded  a  plow  into  my  wagon  at  noon-day  and  drove  off,  tell- . 
intr  the  clerk  in  the  store  it  was  the  one  I  had  bought.  I  stole 
hoes,  grub-hoes,  forks  and  axes,  and  all  such  kind  of  farming 
tools,  until  my  neighbors  were  well  supplied.  Some  of  these 
things  I  sold  for  mere  nothing,  some  I  gave  away,  and  in  turn 
I  received  many  a  favor.  If  an  officer  came  to  look  for  me,  no 
one  kne\r  anything,  and  if  they  did,  no  one  would  tell  of  it. 
Some,  no  doubt,  were  afraid  of  me.  I  could  see  plainly  that 
the  Noyes  affair  was  still  fresh  in  the  public  mind,  and  in  case 
any  of  them  should  betray  me,  they  might  have  feared  that 
they  would  share  the  same  fate,  as  they  supposed  Xoyes  had. 
As  soon  as  I  could  get  in  my  crops,  1  went  to  Jonesville,  and 
stole  from  a  field  a  line  horse,  and  a  fast  runner.  The  same 
night  I  rode  him  into  Xoble  county,  and  tliere  made  an  exchange 
for  another,  that  Bone  Lattey  had  just  brought  from  the  South. 
On  the  second  morning  after  leaving  home,  I  was  back  again, 
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and  in  a  clay  or  two  after,  took  my  horse  to  Hillsdale,  and  sold 
him  for  eighty  dollars,  where  I  saw  him  again  in  after  years. 

From  Hillsdale  1  went  to  Hudson,  or  near  there,  and  took  a 
very  valuable  live-year-old  horse,  and  before  morning,  was  at 
Bill  II ill's,  in  Noble  county,  where  I  traded  with  a  man  by  tlie 
name  of  Wilson  Debtro,  who  was  just  in  from  Illinois,  with  a 
good  one.  On  the  following  morning  I  was  at  home  again. 
In  this  manner  I  carried  on  my  knavery  for  that  year.  AVhen 
at  home,  I  always  worked  liard,  which  was  greatly  to  my 
credit  in  and  around  that  locality  where  I  lived,  and  for  which 
my  friends  gave  me  the  full  benefit  of. 

When  fall  came,  I  had  but  little  to  show  for  all  I  had  done, 
and  I  was  not  at  all  satislied,  and  I  registered  a  vow  thafe  I 
would  make  more  money  the  coming  year,  or  give  up  all  pro 
tentionsto  being  ashrewd  manager.  I  spent  the  winter  mostly 
at  home,  taking  care  of  my  slocl:.  There  is,  however,  ono 
incident  that  occurred  in  the  fall  of  Ml,  that  I  will  mention. 
At  a  town  below  Adrian,  called  IMissfjcld,  very  near  this  place, 
lived  a  man  by  the  name  of  Israel  Bai'i'ctt,  who  was  sup})osed 
to  have  a  large  amount  of  money,  known  to  some  of  our  craft, 
familiarly  acquainted  in  that  locality.  Two  of  these  men,  wish- 
ing my  assistance,  called  to  see  me  about  it,  and  I  told  them  I 
was  willing  to  help  them  for  a  share  of  the  spoils,  and,  at  their 
request,  I  vrent  to  Bllssfield,  stopping,  while  there,  with  a  man 
who  had  no  hand  in  the  affair,  but  yet  belonged  to  our  set. 

Kcaching  Blisslield  toward  night,  we  ascertained  that  on  tho 
following  evening  there  was  to  be  a  caucus  of  some  kind,  or 
rather  a  school  meeting,  so  we  kept  "dark'-  that  night,  and  oa 
the  next  day,  got  a  man  by  the  name  of  IiOgers  to  go  to  Bar- 
rett's house,  and  get  iiim  to  change  a  five  dollar  bill,  in  order 
to  find  out  where  he  kept  his  money.  Bogers  done  so,  and 
reported  to  us  that  it  ^vas  in  a  particular  drawer,  which  ho 
described,  in  the  bureau. 

!My  plan  >vas,  to  wait  until  they  were  all  asleep,  then  go  in 
and  get  the  money,  and,  in  case  they  were  awakened,  mako 
them  keep  siill  until  we  were  out  of  the  house.  This,  I  told 
Alyers  and  l^Jorton,  was  tlie  safest  way  to  proceed.  But  in  this 
they  differed  with  me,  and  said  we  could  go  while  Barrett  was 
off  to  the  meeting,  and  his  wife  alone,  when  we  cou:d  mako  her 
give  up  the  ]  loney. 
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I  could  not,  nor  did  not,  endorse  this  Wiiy  of  doing,  and  told 
them  so.  I  said,  ^^  You  nn\y  enter  tlie  house,  and  I  will  stand 
guai'd  outside.'^  I  knew  well  enough,  to  attempt  a  thing  of 
this  kind,  in  this  way,  would,  in  a  few  minutes,  bring  all  tho 
town  in  array  against  us,  and  if  we  were  not  securely  hidden, 
the  very  devil  would  be  to  pay. 

As  soon  as  it  was  dark,  we  proceeded  to  the  house,  and 
shortlv  afterwai'ds  Barrett  left  for  the  meetinfr.  After  waitino: 
until  we  thought  they  were  well  under  headway,  we  crept 
softly  up  to  the  house.  ]\ryers  and  Xorton  walked  in  without 
knock'ing,  and  demanded  of  the  woman,  whom  I  supposed  to 
be  !Mrs.  Barrett,  the  key  to  the  drawer  where  the  money  was 
kept;  to  which  she  replied  in  a  firm  voice,  ''You  can't  have  it." 

I  could  see  through  the  window  that  she  was  greatly  excited, 
though  determined  not  to  give  up.  I  really  admired  her  cour- 
age, although  it  did  no  good.  At  the  instant  she  refused  to 
give  up  the  key,  ]Myei\s  kicked  out  the  front  of  the  drawer  con- 
taining the  money,  Xorton,  the  while,  guarding  the  door,  with  a 
pistol  in  his  hand,  to  prevent  the  woman  from  ICiiving  the  house. 
1  knew  h  — 1  would  be  raised,  all  over  town,  in  five  minutes  after 
we  got  out  of  the  way.  I  knew  it  from  the  looks  of  the  woman? 
althoutrh  I  saw  her  onlv  through  the  window. 

Myers  and  Xorton  came  out,  and  I  joined  them  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  house,  and  at  the  same  time  the  v;oman  came  to 
the  door  and  blew  a  tremendous  blast  from  a  dinner  liorn, 
which  made  me  think  of  Gabriel  and  his  trumpet  on  the  last 
great  day.  At  any  rate,  it  was  hint  enough  for  me,  without  a 
repetition,  that,  if  I  had  any  legs,  now  was  m.y  time  to  use 
them.  As  I  was  going  at  break-neck  speed,  I  could  hear  the 
men  and  boys,  and  sa\v  lanterns  moving  from  every  directior^ 
towards  "J]ai'rett's  house.  At  the  same  time  I  was  making  mv 
best  headway  in  the  direction  of  Indiana.  I  did  not  wait  to 
get  my  share  of  the  "shiners,"  but  went  as  fast  as  I  could  from 
the  scene  of  action,  remenibcring  the  necessity  of  the  hour  was, 
"Forward,  march." 

That  night  1  reached  a  friend's  house,  cast  of  Hudson,  with 
\vhom  1  stayed  the  next  day;  at  night  I  started  for  Hillsdale, 
arriving  there  before  morning,  and  here  I  had  plenty  of  breath- 
in^^"-  room.     It  will  be  remembered  I  had  not  be.jn  seen  in  Bliss- 
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field,  and  consequently  it  Avas  ^oing  to  be  hard  work  to  connect  } 

^me  in  any  way  with  the  robbery.     I  knew  the  record  of  T^Iyers  | 

and  KorLon  was  fixed;  that  tliey  were  at  the  end  oC  their  rope  l 

in  this  hne,  and  before  the  day  closed  they  were  in  jail.     ()n  ' 

leaving  Barrett's  house  they  ran  for  home,  slipping  some  of  the  { 

money  between  the  base  boards  of  the  house  in  which  they  j 

lived,  and  some  they  put  in  an  ash  barrel.  They  occupied  a 
part  of  the  house  in  which  AV.  W.  Bliss  lived,  and  when  Myers 
and  Xorton  came  in  with  the  money,  'Mrs.  Bliss  heard  it  jingle. 
These  men  were  kept  in  jail  at  Adrian  until  after  their  trial, 
then  sent  to  the  penitentiar\\  After  being  there  awhile  they 
escaped,  Avere  followed  and  retaken.  ]S^orton,  resisting  the 
officers  who  had  overtaken  them,  was  shot,  and  when  dying, 
asked  who  shot  him.  One  of  the  officers  then  stepped  foru-ard 
and  said,  "I  done  it!"  at  which  ^Norton  took  from  his  finger 
a  line  gold  ring,  and,  handing  it  to  him,  said : 

"I  have  been  a  bad  man  —  have  done  many  bad  things,  but 
you  have  committed  a  much  greater  crime  than  1  ever  did  I  I 
never  killed  a  man.  but  you  are  a  murderer,  while  I  am  only  a 
thief!" 

With  this  last  act,  ended  the  career  of  I^ortbn.  Myers  was 
taken  back  to  prison,  w^hich  was  the  last  I  ever  heard  of  him. 
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cirAPTER  xxrv. 

ON  THE  GRANin:ST  CAMl'ATGN'  OF  ^[V  LIFIO  —  GIVK  A  STOLEN  LOAD 
OF  CORN'  TO  A  POOR  "  FRIEND "  NKAli  COLUMKL'S,  01110  —  SELL 
A     IlOIvSl-:     TO     A     RROTUEIi     "CFIII',"     AVHO     POINTS     OUT    ANOTIIEi: 

GOOD  onf:  TO  Mr: — steal  a  team  at  iiuntersville,  Virginia — 

AM    ARin:SIED     AND     LOCKED     UP ESCAPE    FROM    JAIL  —  KEACK 

OHIO  ON  A  STOLEN    HORSE ARRESTED  AT  THE  TAMARACK    HOUSE, 

INDIANA — I'ROVE  ^IVSELF  THE  ^VRONa  MAN  —  DEPART  FOR  HOMF^ 

In  the  spring  of  ISil,  I  squared  up  all  my  business  at  home 
and  was  \vaitin»i^  for  the  roads  to  become  Good,  before  st  irtinf^ 
out,  on  what  I  had  determined,  in  my  mind,  should  be  tho 
grandest  camj)aign  of  m.y  life.  So  when  the  trees  put  forth 
their  leaves^  and  the  ground  w^as  well  covered  with  the  green 
and  velvety  grass,  I  was  ready.  Fortunately  for  me,  at  tliis 
time,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Crapo  came  to  my  house  with 
horses,  and  told  me  of  a  very  fine  English  horse  on  the  prairie, 
and  advised  me  to  go  there,  by  way  of  making  a  beginning.  I 
did  so,  riding  him  into  Hillsdale  county,  where  I  stayed  over 
one  day.  This  man  I  liad  visited  before  on  like  occasion.  In  the 
after  ])art  of  the  day,  he  went  to  Hillsdale,  and  saw  men  there 
who  were  looking  for  the  horse  I  had  taken.  From  there  they 
went  t(;  Hudson  and  Adrian,  while  1  was  going  toward  the 
scuih,  to  I'orl  Defiance,  and  there  1  crossed  the  !Maumee  River. 

]  then  struck  a  new  country,  in  which  I  was  not  so  well 
posted;  yet  I  was  confident  I  could  find  a  town  called  Piqua, 
the  ])lace  where  1  wished  to  go.  I  succeeded,  and  here  sold 
niy  horse  for  ninety  dollars. 

]  found  a  number  cl  oai  craft  in  town,  from  whom  I  learned 
a  great  deal  about  the  country— the  diflcrent  routes — and  of 
our  class  of  men,  wdio  were  in  active  operation  in  that  part  of 
.  Ohio,  and  to  me  this  knowledge  was  invaluable. 

Four  miles  east  of  Piqua  lived  a  wealthy  farmer,  owning  sev- 
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oral  horses,  among  which  were  some  stylish  road  horses.  l\ry 
attention  was  immediately  called  in  that  direction.  One  of  the 
gang  went  with  me,  in  a  buggy,  to  the  pasture.  I  took  the 
best  one  among  them,  the  man  in  the  buggy  driving  back  and 
forth  several  times  to  deface  the  tracks.  Vfe  then  went  back 
to  town,  whei'c  I  stole  a  good  saddle  and  bridle,  out  of  a 
woodshed,  while  the  family  were  still  up.  After  this  was 
accomplished  L  was  ready  for  a  stampede. 

That  night  I  rode  uniil  I  came  to  a  friend's,  ten  miles 
north  of  Columbus,  and  stayed  there  during  the  day.  I  found 
bini  to  be  short  of  grain  for  his  slock,  and  also  short  of  money; 
so  I  told  him  that,  about  (ifteeu  miles  back,  I.  noticed  a  log  crib 
filled  with  corn,  and,  if  ho  wished  me,  1  would  stop  and  draw 
him  a  load,  to  vvhich  oiTer  he  wary  readily  assented. 

When  the  sun  was  perhaps  two  hours  high,  we  were  ready 
with  our  twenty-five  bags  and  hay  to  cover  them  up.  After 
riding  about  fifteen' miles  we  came  to  a  place  where  corn  was 
plenty,  and  tliis,  said  I,  is  the  "'Egypt  of  Ohio!"  There  were 
a  number  of  large  cribs  which  Jiad  corn  in  them,  and  one  about 
fifteen  rods  from  tlie  house,  from  wliich  none  had  been  used-  j 

We  were  obliged  to  use  a  pry  to  remove  a  log  in  order  to  reach 
the  corn.  We  drove  our  team  half-a-raile  beyond  the  house, 
letting  them  stand  In  the  center  of  the  road,  while  we  filled  oar 
bags,  and  then  returned  and  carried  the  bags  out  to  the  wagon. 
This  we  quickly  done  and  drove  off,  and  for  aught  I  ever  heard 
no  trouble  ever  came  of  it. 

This  little  kindness  to  my  friend  made  nie  feel  well;  at  the 
same  time  it  made  him  comfortable  for  the  winter,  and  did  not 
injure  the  man  in  the  least  from  whom  we  took  it.  We  hid 
this  corn  in  the  woods  about  a  mile  from  the  bouse,  and  where 
no  one  could  find  it. 

In  the  morning  we  fed  our  horses,  and  then  I  went  to  sleep 
for  the  day.  When  nightfall  appeared  I  went  on  the  way 
rejoicing,  and  at  12  o'clock,  when  near  Xewark,  Ohio,  I  went 
into  a  barn,  stole  some  corn,  and  fed  my  horse.  I  also  took 
two  fancy  horse  bhmkets,  which  were  hanging  conveniently 
handy,  and  carried  them  to  a  friend  w^est  of  Zanesville,  wdiere  I 
had  stopped  once  before.  After  a  night's  ride  of  over  sixty 
miles,  and  just  at  the  dawn  of  day,  1  reined  my  horse  up  to  his 
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door,  finding  him  up.  'My  horse  being  soon  put  away,  I  pre- 
sented him  witli  the  blankets,  and  it  occasioned  a  good  break- 
fiist  to  be  prepared  for  me  in  a  short  time,  which  the  demands 
of  nature  vcr\^  much  required.  After  I  had  enjoyed  this  most 
acceptable  meal,  I  retired  and  slept  until  the  sun  had  reached 
the  zenith.  After  partaking  of  a  good  dinner,  my  friend  and 
myself  took  a  walk  in  the  fields,  and  while  there  he  gave  me  a 
history  of  the  effort  made  to  recover  the  horse  I  had  stolen  in 
Ziincsville  when  I  was  last  there.  lie  said  the  owners  hunted 
for  months,  and  never  could  trace  him  farther  than  five  rods 
from  the  stable,  out  of  which  I  had  taken  him.  They  probably 
spent  five  huiulred  dollars  in  looking  for  him,  and  also  offered 
one  hundred  dollars  reward.  I  told  my  friend  v/here  and  to 
whom  I  had  sold  the  horse,  and  if  he  chose  he  could  get  the 
reward. 

When  night  came  I  took  my  leave  of  one  of  the  best  families 
I  ever  met  or  cared  to  meet,  and  I  really  felt  a  regret  that  I 
must  go  £0  soon.  I  passed  through  Zanesville  by  the  time  it 
was  fairly  dark,  unknown  and  undisturbed  by  any  one.  I  took 
a  southeast  course  from  there  to  a  small  town  called  Sarahville, 
a  distance  of  twenty -five  miles,  where,  as  usual,  I  fed  my  horso 
some  corn,  and  ate  a  piece  of  cake  given  me  by  my  last  hostess ; 
then  I  proceeded  on  a  road  leading  to  a  place  on  the  Virginia 
side  named  Sisterville,  a  short  distance  to  the  right  of  AYoods- 
ville.  I  tied  my  horse  to  a  fence  in  front  of  a  house,  and^ 
knocking  at  the  door,  it  was  opened,  and  I  was  asked  by  the 
occupant,  in  a  rough,  coarse  voice,  v^'hat  I  v/anted.  I  replied 
that  Dick  Eecves,  living  west  of  Zanesville,  had  referred  mo  to 
him,  and  that  I  would  like  to  make  his  acquaintance  if  he  had 
no  objections.  I  said,  too,  that  I  was  tired,  and  wished  to  stop 
with  him  and  rest.  He  said  he  did  not  know  any  such  man  as 
Dick  Keeves,  but  I  could  stop  with  him  if  I  liked.  lie  then 
lighted  a  fire,  and,  as  he  was  doing  so,  gave  rae  a  searching 
look,  and  then  said  :  ''You  have  a  horse,  I  suppose?"  -I  told 
him  I  iiad,  and  then  he  added:  "You  want  to  lay  by  to-mor- 
row, no  doubt?" 

l>y  this  time  he  was  ready  to  go  out  with  me  to  look  after 
my  horse,  putting  him  in  an  underground  stable,  where  he  was 
entirely  safe,  telling  me  I  need  not  give  myself  any  trouble 
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about  him  until  I  ^vas  ready  to  go.     He  tiirnccl  the  liglit  full  J 

in  my  face  ancl  continued,  *'  You  are  a  sj)orting  man,  I  judge? '^  j 

I  said,  "  Yes."     Then  he  asked : 

"How  is  old  Dick?     I  knew  him  in  old  Virginia.     A  man  * 

must  .come  well  recommended  —  look  right  and  act  right  —  or  | 

he  will  not  keep  him,  neither  would  he  send  him  to  me.     I  used  1 

to  live  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  have  carried  many  a  man 
.across  in  a  small  boat,  his  horse  swimming  behind,  held  by  a 
halter.     If  you  get  into  Virginia  hereabouts,  that  is  the  way  : 

jou  will  have  to  do  it.  There  is  a  man  living  close  to  the  bank, 
who  understands  the  business,  and,  for  pay,  ^vill  do  it  any  tinic 
of  night." 

By  the  time  we  had  fmished  our  talk  at  the  barn,  it  began  to 
get  daylight,  and  we  went  to  the  house,  where  breakfast  was 
soon  ready.  After  that  I  went  to  bed,  up  stairs,  and  rested 
until  called  to  dinner.  After  dinner,  he  said,  "Let  us  take  a 
walk."  ^\"e  went  away  back  on  liis  farm  and  sat  down  under 
a  tree ;  after  a  few  minutes  silence,  he  looked  at  me  and  said : 

"It  is  none  of  my  concern,  yet  I  would  like  to  know,  if  you 
have  no  objection  to  tell,  where  you  brought  this  hoi^e  from?" 

I  told  him,  from  the  western  part  of  Ohio,  near  Piqua.  He 
■said  he  wanted  to  buy  a  horse,  and  wanted  me  to  say  what  I 
would  take  for  him,  and  I  told  him  one  hundred  dollars.  Then 
he  said  : 

"I  will  give  you  ninety  dollars  and  show  you  where  to  get 
one  that  will  be  better  to  take  to  Virginia  than  the  one  you 
have." 

The  one  he  wished  to  show  me  was  a  fast  trotter.  I  said  ho 
■could  have  my  horse  at  that  pi'ice,  and  ho  paid  me  the  money. 
We  returned  from  our  walk,  to  the  house,  when  he  said,  "Stay 
in  and  do  not  be  seen  by  any  one,"  he,  at  the  same  time,  going 
out,  as  I  supposed,  to  look  after  the  horse.  Presently  he 
returned,  and  said,  "To-morrow  night  everything  will  bo 
arranged ;  until  then  you  can  remain  hei'e,  and  when  you  start 
I  will  pilot  you  as  far  as  the  river ;  you  will  be  sure  to  have  no 
trouble  the  rest  of  the  way."  x\t  this  he  took  out  a  pack  of 
cards,  set  a  bottle  of  old  bourbon  whisky  down,  tlien  seated 
-himself  for  a  good  lime.  While  playing  cards  and  drinking 
^vhisky,  he  gave  me  glimpses  into  iiis  former  life  and  way  of 
livinof. 
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Be  said  at  one  time  he  belong-ed  to  Joliii  jMcrilll's  company, 
their  headquarters  being  in  Louisiana,  not  far  from  New 
Orleans.  He  remained  with  them  only  a  year,  as  some  of  the 
gang  had  committed  murder,  and  continued  to.  That,  iMcrrill 
himself  did  not  approve,  except  in  self-defence,  and  talked  to 
his  company  a  great  deal  about  it.  He  told  them  if  they  were 
not  smart  enough  to  scare  a  man  out  of  his  money,  to  let  him 
go,  and  run  from  him.  We  were  a  band  of  highwaymen,  and, 
of  course,  wc  were  all  mounted,  and  we  kept  the  number  of  our 
horses  good,  by  stealing  one  now  and  then.  No  doubt,  but  I 
should  have  stayed  among  them  longer,  Jjad  they  not  been  so 
desperate  as  to  kilh  ^Ve  went  m  couples,  and  were  scattered 
all  over  the  southern  States.  Our  ordei-s  were  to  report  once  a 
monih.  3Ly  chum  and  1  re]>orled  a  few  times,  but  never  h:id 
imich  money  to  turn  over.  The  money  " Old  Dick''  and  I  got, 
we  kept,  not  waiting  for  the  final  division  to  be  made  by  Jo'in 
Merrill. 

Listening  to  this  old  man's  stories,  the  evening  passed  quickly 
and  pleasantly  away. 

The  next  night,  at  dark,  he  and  I  started  on  horseback  for 
the  place,  wdiere  we  were  to  get  our  trotting  horse.  On  reacii- 
ing  the  stable,  we  found  eveiy thing  in  our  favor,  and  in  no 
time,  my  saddle  ^vas  on  Jiis  back,  and  I  ready  to  leave.  Tlie 
old  man  going  four  miles  v/itli  me,  I  taking  the  lead.  At  the 
river^  crossing  I  said  good-bye  to  my  pilot,  and  a  little  below 
Sistcrville,  I  got  into  a  boat,  which  vras  dug  out  of  a  log,  tak- 
ing hold  of  the  halter  of  my  horse,  and,  as  said  by  the  old  man, 
this  was  the  way  1  was  obliged  to  do  to  get  into  Virginia,  and, 
indeed,  it  T.'as  not  so  much  of  a  task  as  1  had  supposed,  my 
horse  swimming  it  without  any  difliculty. 

I  took  the  road  as  1  had  been  directed  by  my  pilot,  feeding 
my  horse  in  the  night,  and  near  day,  I  reached  the  gentlemaivs 
house,  ^vhere  1  was  to  stay  through  the  day.  1  f(;und  him  a 
most  agreeable  man,  and  when  I  left  him  at  night,  ]  gave  him 
a  five  dollar  gold  piece.  I  proceeded  at  once  to  Summerville, 
'where  I  stayed  a  part  of  the  next  day,  moving  on  slowly  in  the 
afternoon  toward  Iluntersville,  which  I  intended  to  be  the  end 
of  my  jouVney. 

That  night  1  stopped  near  the  base  of  the  Alleghany  Monn- 
15 


226  TiJK  likp:  of  silk  voty, 

Uins,  and  the  next  day  I  crossed  the  mountain  >,  and  reached 
Ikmtersville,  in  which  place  I  stayed  several  days  looking  for  ; 

a  span  of  horses  to  take  back  with  me  to  Ohio,  and,  also,  for  a  ' 

purchaser  for  my  horse.     Finally  I  took  him  out  for  a  di'ivo  on  4 

the  streets.     This  had  the  desired  clTect,  for  very  soon  I  had  an  i 

opportunity  of  disposing  of  him  for  two  hundred  dollars.  ; 

After  selling  my  horse,  I  took  the  stage  for  Summerville,  but  j 

only  rode  two  or  three  miles,  got  out  and  laid  in  the  woods  until 
night,  then  went  back  and  stole  a  splendid  span  of  matched 
ba^^s,  which  I  had  looked  up ;  then  taking  the  road  to  Summer- 
ville, the  place  at  which  I  stayed  on  coming  in. 

As  far  as  I  saw,  everything  was  working  in  my  favor,  and  I 
was  crossing  the  Alleghany  mount ahis,  when,  suddenly,  men  j 

came  up  on  horseback,  from  different  directions,  perfectly  sur- 
rounding me  vrith  pistols  and  knives.  \ 

Thus  I  was  overwhelmed  by  numbers,  and  must  surrender. 
The  shining  of  their  weapons  in  the  starlight  made  me  think  of 
the  javelins,  shining  in  the  mornip^  sun,  upon  the  mountains 
in  the  rear  of  the  brave  Leonidas,  at  the  battle  of  the  Helles- 
pont. But,  to  be  short,  I  ^vas  at  last  arrested,  and  wonderfully 
well  guai'ded  as  we  returned  to  Iluntersville,  where  I  was 
quickly  conducted  to  the  jail  and  locked  up. 

The  next  day  I  was  on  exhibition ;  the  citizens,  both  men  and 
women,  came  to  see  me,  and  looked  at  me  as  one  would  at  a 
grizzly  bear  or  tiger  in  a  menagerie.  I  wanted  to  tell  them  to 
look  at  me  until  they  were  satisfied,  as  I  did  not  intend  to  be 
on  exhibition,  in  that  pen,  but  a  very  short  time;  yet  1  knew 
silence  to  be  the  only  wise  course  to  pursue. 

This  jail  was  built  of  logs,  having  two  iron  windows  and  an 
iron  door.  I  sent  for  the  man  v\dio  bought  my  horse,  and  ho 
being  a  friend  of  the  jailor,  we  were  allowed  a  private  inter- 
view, in  v;hich  he  said  he  would  bring  me  an  auger  and  a  nar- 
row saw.  I  told  him  if  he  did  not  he  would  surely  lose  his 
horse  and  money.     lie  told  me  where  I  could  find  a  fast  hoi-so,  \^ 

when  I  got  out,  one  that  would  carry  me  sixty  or  seventy  miles 
in  a  hurry. 

As  soon  as  it  was  dark  the  savr  and  auger  came,  and  I  went 
to  tvork  in  good  earnest,  and  in  an  hour  I  had  taken  out  ono 
foot  and  a  half  of  log,  having  to  saw  it  oil  but  once,  and  at  an 
angle,  the  other  end  running  to  the  window.     Tl  e  piece  of  log 
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I  pulled  in,  and  in  a  remarkably  short  space  of  time  was  pull- 
ing myself  out.  I  took  the  saw  and  auger  and  dropped  them  in 
the  ^vell,  where  tliey,  no  doubt,  arc  to  this  time.  From  the 
well  I  went  to  the  stable,  saddled  and  bridled  my  fast  horse, 
and  in  ten  minutes  was  retracing -the  ])ath  I  had  traveled  so 
ghort  a  time  before.  Alas!  in  the  morning  their  jail-bird  had 
flowm  to  a  more  congenial  atmosphere.  How  many  of  the  cit- 
izens of  Iluntersville  follovred  me  1  never  knew  nor  cared.  One 
thing  I  did  know,  when  I  came  to  the  Ohio  river,  I  did  not 
wait  for  a  canoe,  but  forced  my  horse  in  and  he  swam  with  me 
on  his  back,  to  the  other  side.  Before  daylight  I  was  at  the 
old  man's,  who  liad  found  the  fast  horse  for  me  and  piloted  me 
to  the  river  only  a  few^  days  before.  As  soon  as  I  reached  there 
I  told  him  I  w^as  going  to  stay  a  few  days,  when  ho  took  my 
horse  and  secreted  him  where  he  w^ould  be  hard  to  find. 

After  resting  a  day  or  two,  I  told  the  old  man  if  he  would 
hitch  up  his  team  and  go  with  me,  I  would  show  him  how  to 
st^al.  I  then  showed  him  my  keys,  which  were  attached  to 
a  belt  I  wore  around  me.  He  was  very  willing  to  accompaiiy 
me  and  we  started  for  AVoodsfield,  some  ten  miles  distant. 
To  make  a  long  story  short,  I  went  into  a  store,  taking  a  com- 
mon grain  bag  and  filled  it  half  full  of  tea,  and  the  very  best  they 
had  then  I  tied  a  string  around  it,  and  fdled  the  balance  with 
coffee,  took  a  bolt  of  sheeting  and  walked  out,  finding,  as 
agreed  the  old  man  waiting  for  me,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away. 
"We  then  went  home,  I  making  my  traps  a  present  to  the  old 
man's  wife,  the  wdiole  probably  worth  three  or  four  dollars. 

On  the  following  morning  I  bid  farewell  to  the  old  Yirginian, 
whose  hospitality  had  been  of  such  great  advantage  to  me,  and 
for  which  I  was  extremely  thankful,  and  early  in  the  morn- 
inf'  I  arrived  at  ^' Old  Dick  Eeeves,"  near  Zanesville.  Here  I 
remained  one  day  and  night,  then  moved  on  to  Newark,  where 
I  sold  my  horse  for  ninety-five  dollars,  incltiding  a  saddle,  which 
I  had  traded  for  with  Reeves. 

At  Newark  I  went  to  a  livery  and  hired  a  doid)lo  carriage, 
pretending  to  be  looking  in  the  country  for  stock  to  buy.  AVhen 
I  came  in  at  night,  I  paid  for  the  team,  and  the  next  morning 
hired  it  a^-ain,  and,  also  paid  as  before.  On  the  third  morn- 
ing, when""!  hired  it,  I  told  him  1  was  going  out  quite  adis 
tauce,  r.nd  in  case  I  got  track  of  anything  that .:  thought  would 
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pay,  I  might  not  come  back  luitil  the  next  night,  which  ho  said 
would  be  all  right 

When  I  left  the  livery  stable  that  morning,  1  took  a  straight 
line  for  Indiana,  driving  all  day  and  ail  night,  which  brought 
me  to  a  place  eighty  miles  distant,  named  Kenton,  or  near 
where  that  place  is  situated.  At  this  [)Uice  1  had  a  friend,  with 
whom  I  stayed  over  for  two  days,  purposely  to  recruit  my 
horses.  I  never  went  to  iS'cwark  again  in  my  life,  and  never 
learned  what  the}'  thought  of  me.  One  thing  I  felt  sure  of, 
that  the  livei'yman  had  no  very  friendly  feeling  to\vard  me. 

From  here  I  went  to  Fort  Wayne,  starting  at  night  and  lay- 
ing over  the  second  day  a  short  distance  out  of  town.  At  night 
I  walked  ia  to  sec  my  friends,  for  at  that  time  I  had  a  goodlv 
number,  and  ^vith  their  assistance  I  ^vas  enabled  to  make  a  sale 
of  my  whole  rig  for  two  hundred  dollars.  I  then  went  with  a 
friend  who  had  a  team  to  the  Tam.arack  House,  not  far  from 
liome. 

The  next  day,  while  sitting  under  a  shade  tree,  an  oilicer 
from  Fort  'Wayne  drove  up,  ^vho  had  a  warrant  for  my  arrest 
for  stealing  a  harness  at  that  place.  I  told  him  he  was  after 
the  wrong  man  th.'s  time,  but  he  had  a  warrant  for  me,  and  the 
man  from  whom  the  harness  was  stolen  was  with  him,  and  I 
was  obliged  to  go  witli  them.  We  stopped  at  a  small  town 
!  called  Arvllla  for  dinner,  at  which  place  a  man  came  in  only 
a  few  moments  before,  who  had  a  harness  in  a  bag.  The  sheriff 
proposed  to  sec  the  harness,  and,  as  soon  as  it  was  cxliiUted,  i 

the  owner  identified  it  as  his  and  the  very  one  they  were  look- 
ing for.  The  sheriff  then  said  >ie  vrould  release  me.  I  replied  | 
to  the  sheriff  and  the  owner  of  the  harness  that  if  they  would  j 
give  me  t(3n  dollars  it  would  be  all  right;  otherwise  I  would  j 
sue  them  ior  false  imprisonment.  They  paid  the  money  very  j 
readily,  and  I  returned  to  the  Tamarack  House.  Here  we  all  j 
mot  and  had  a  regular  jollification  — drinking  whisky,  playing  | 
cards,  and  planning  jobs  for  future  execution. 

The  next  day  one  of  the  boys  took  a  horse  and  buggy,  and 
with  him  I  started  for  home.  I  did  not  like  to  go  home  with 
an  empty  bug2:y,  so  I  stopped  a  m.ile  or  two  south  of  Union 
Mills,  went  into  a  barn,  stole  a  nice  single  harness  and  about 
twenty  bags,  all  we  could  well  carry,  and  arrived  homo  a  littlo 
before  day  light  in  the  morning. 


<  ti 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

A  VISIT  TO  WICKS — BTKAL   TV/0   BAGS   OF    MERCHANDISE   AND   S'JAKI 

FOK    DETROIT LKAVE    DETKOIT    ^VITII    A    STOLEN    'IE Ail,    A    NEW 

WAGON,  A2s'D  A  LOAD  OF  BOOTS  AND  SHOES —  AKKESTED  AND  SENT 
TO  THE  PENITENTIARY — AM  TAKEN  TO  INDL\NA  ON  A  REQUISI- 
TION AND  TRIED  FOR  MEJJDER  —  FOUND  GUILTY  IN  THE  SECOND 
DEGREE. 

It  was  now  havvest  time,  and  1  went  to  work  wilh  a  will, 
and  kept  at  it  steadily  for  two  months,  feeling-,  the  v;hile,  well 
pleased  with  the  pecuniary  success  of  my  last  tour.  J  had  cap- 
tured eiglit  horses,  one  buggy,  three  saddles  and  bridles,  stolen 
three  harnesses,  robbed  one  store,  been  an-esled  twice,  in  jail 
once,  sawed  my  vway  out,  and  was  now  safe  ai  Innne  with  my 
family.  This  all  transpired  within  two  months'  time,  vrhich 
I  thought  was  doing  well. 

Soon  after  reaching  home,  I  paid  up  every  one  ]  owed,  and 
had  money  left,  which  Avas  another  source  of  gratification,  as 
it  was  not  pleasing  to  me  to  be  indebted  to  any  one.  1  con- 
tinued at  vrork  until  the  last  days  of  October,  and,  as  the 
weather  was  fine,  and  the  roads  good,  I  though,  I  would  pay 
a  visit  to  my  old  friend  Wicks,  it  being  some  time  since  1  had 
seen  him. 

I  went  to  Coldwaier,  took  the  stage  for  Detroit,  and  from 
there  took  the  stage  for  a  place  near  Avhtu'c  he  lived.  ]  found 
hira  at  home,  in  good  shape,  and  very  glad  to  see  me.  He  said 
he  had  not  done  any  dirty  work  since  he  last  saw  me.  1  told 
hira  I  was  out  for  a  speculation,  and  must  get  into  one  some- 
where. He  said  he  did  not  know  of  a  horse  worth  stealing. 
"Wicks  had  a  famous  team  of  his  own,  and  I  told  him  to  hitch 
them  up,  and  go  with  me  to  Bristol,  and  in  an  hour  1  would 
steal  the  d n  town  poor.  ^ 

(220) 


230  THK    LIFE   OF    BILE    DOTY, 


. 


The  next  night  we  inade  a  break  in  that  direction,  reaching 
the  town  by  the  time  the  inhabitants  were  quietly  slumbering 
in  their  beds.  I  took  with  nie  two  grain  bags,  which  I  soon 
filled  with  groceries  and  dry  goods ;    also  two  coats.     ^Vicks  \ 

carried  one  bag  and  I  the  otlicr  half-a-niile  to  where  our  team  i 

was;  then  we  drove  lioine,  secreted  the  goods,  and  went  to  bed, 
slept  a  couple  of  hours,  and  then  drove  back  to  town  to  see  the 
fun,  and  hear  the  merchant  lie,  which  I  was  willing  to  make  a 
wager  he  would  do.  It-  was  really  ver}'  amusing  to  hear  the 
poor  devil  lie,  as  to  the  amount  of  his  loss,  putting  it  at  throo 
or. four  hundred  dollars,  when,  in  fact,  it  was  not  over  fifty  or 
sixty  dbtkirs.  None  of  them  could  form  the  least  idea  as  to 
who  the  guilty  one  could  be,  and  the  fact  was  never  told  till 
now,  that  it  was  no  other  than  ^'  Old  Sile  Doty,"  a  personage  . 
who  at  that  time  was  a  stranger  to  them  al). 

On  the  next  morning  after  our  visit  to  Bristol  we  started  for 
Detroit,  reaching  there  in  the  after  part  of  the  day.  Having 
attended  to  tlio  wants  of  the  inner  man,  we  went  out  for  a 
stroll  about  the  city,  and  to  see  what  there  v\'as  to  do  and  was 
being  done  on  tlie  dock.  The  lirst  thing  my  eyes  fell  on  were 
some  new  wagons  in  full  rig  —  whiflietrees,  neck-yoke,  and  all.  j 

They  took  my  fancy  at  once,  and  I  told  Wicks  I  would  have  ! 

one  of  them  vrithout  fail;  but  first  I  would  steal  a  span  of 
horses  with  which  to  take  the  wagon  away,  and  a  load  of  some 
kind  to  fdl  it.     To  accomplish  this  end  I  commenced  immedi- 
ately to  look  up  the  horses,  which  I  was  not  long  in  doing.  • 
We  went  to  a  livery  stable,  and  I  selected  the  first  ones  I  laid                      j 
eyes  on ;  there,  too,  hung  a  good  harness  conveniently  near  the                      ^ 
door.     I  learned  that  the  hostler  slept  in  the  barn,  and  wo                       [ 
would  have  to  see  that  he  was  kept  quiet ;  but  before  attending                      j 
t-o  him  I  must  look  up  a  load.     Taking  a  promerade  along  one                      { 
of  the  business  streets,  and  looking  at  the  signs,  I  decided  on  a                      | 
load  of  boots  and  shoes  from  a  wholesale  house,  as  there  the                   *  •* 
boxes  would  not  be  opened,  and  we  could  load  up  in  less  time.                      | 
'Now,  the  very  first  thing  to  do  was  to  grease  the  wagon,  for                      f 
which  I  bought  a  pound  of  butter.     This  we  did  before  8  o'cloek. 
The  next  thing  we  done  was  to  give  one  of  our  "  chums  "  money 
enough  to  make  friends  with  the  hostler  and  get  him  drunk. 
These  arrangements  were  all  carried  out  before  ^^0  o'clock,  and 
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at  that  hour  wo  moved  the  wagon  of!  the  wliarf,  went  to  the 
•barn  and  took  the  hiorses,  Avithout  the  least  interference  from 
tlie  drunken  hostler,  and  h.ad  them  before  the  wagon  in  a  hurry. 

But  now  the  "  tug  of  war"  came  in  getting  our  load  out  of 
the  city  without  being  seen.  I  told  AVicks  to  hold  the  horses 
where  they  were  for  about  live  minutes,  and  then  drive  right 
up  in  front  of  the  store  door,  and  by  that  time  I  would  be  there 
and  in  readiness  for  him.  llasteni]>g  on  to  the  store,  1  placed 
ray  magic  key  in  the  door-lock,  when  if  opened  at  once;  I  then 
swung  it  wide  open,  so  that  he  could  drive  close  up  to  the  door- 
Wicks  handed  the  boxes  to  me,  and  I  adjusted  them  in  the 
wagon.  While  so  doing  a  man  passed  on  the  other  side  of  the 
street  and  stopped  to  see  what  was  going  on.  I  commenced 
damning  the  boys  at  once  because  I  had  to  work  all  night, 
When  he  heard  what  I  was  saying,  he  walked  on  and  left  us. 

Our  load  was  soon  completed,  and,  after  locking  the  door  as 
we  found  it,  we  started,  taking  the  Plymouth  road  until  it  inter- 
sected vrith  the  Chicago  turnpike,  then  following  tiiat  about 
ten  miles  and  turned  of!  into-  the  woods,  where  we  stayed  all 
day.  At  night  we  continued  on  our  way,  leaving  Ypsilanti  to 
our  right,  and  staying  in  the  town  of  Macon  during  the 
next  day.  Here  I  sold  a  box  of  boots  to  one  Bailey,  a  man 
notorious  for  his  thieving  propensities,  and  who  only  gave  me 
half  price  for  them.  Wicks  then  started  for  home,  leaving  me 
to  dispose  of  the  goods. 

When  night  came,  I  went  t<?>  a  friend's  near  Hudson,  where 
I  spent  the  next  day  and  night,  and  in  the  morning  I  opened 
several  of  the  boxes,  and  during  the  day  sold  and  gave  away  a 
large  proportion  of  the  goods.  Tlie  next  place  I  vrent  to  was 
Hillsdale,  taking  a  circuitous  route  to  reach  it.  Here  I  stopped 
with  E.  Johnson  all  night,  and  the  next  day  made  several  of 
my  most  intimate  friends  there  presents  of  some  very  fine  boots. 
The  balance  of  the  stock  I  sold  to  a  man  in  town,  reserving 
shoes  for  my  wife  and  children. 

The  horses  and  wagon  I  took  to  Bill  Hill's,  in  Xoble  county, 
and  there  disposed  of  them,  taking  in  part  pay  a  stolen  horse. 
I  then  started  for  home. 

At  the  lime  of  the  last  events  recorded,  I  was  under  bail 
bonds  o'  twelve  hundred^doUars,  for  stealing  s(  me  carpenter's 
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tools  at  Orland,  of  one  Mallory,  and  others.  In  1810  I  put  up 
a  frame  for  a  barn,  and  as  yet  it  "was  not  inclosed.  Having;  a 
chance  to  get  some  tools  with  which  to  do  this  work,  I  toolc 
them  and  they  tracked  me  liome,  by  one  of  my  wagon  wheels 
running  crooked.  They  found  tho  tools  in  my  house  and  I 
was  arrested  for  the  theft.  I  had  an  examination  at  Orland> 
and  was  bound  over  to  appear  at  xourt,  John  McCluro  and 
James  Lockwood  being  my  bondsmen.  When  court  sot  1  was 
not  ready  to  appear  for  trial,  and  I  gave  new  bail,  releasing 
John  JMcClure,  and,  instead,  gave  Jared  p.nrdick  and  Abram 
AV alters;  I  turning  over  to  them  cattle  and  sheep,  and  forty  acres 
of  land  —  the  land  to  Walters  and  the  stock  to  Burdick  —  as 
collateral  security. 
.  Now,  while  this  trial  was  pending,  and  in  the  early  ])art  of 
the  winter  of  lSll-2,  I  went  into  Michigan  and  lifted  a  large 
number  of  buffalo  robes,  and  several  sets  of  harness,  for  which 
I  was  arrested,  tried,  convicted,  and  sent  to  the  penitcnliary 
for  a  term  of  tv>o  years.  Immediately  after  it  became  known 
that  I  was  in   prison,  these  worthy  gentlemen—Burdick  and  1 

Walters — without  having  any   bail   money  to  pay,  converted  | 

my  property  to  their  own  use,  one  taking  the  stock,  and  the 
other  my  land,  which  left  my  family  destitute  of  the  means  to 
pav  off  a  mortgage  I  had  given  on  the  so-called  Stimpson  farm, 
as  it  will  be  remembered,  I  bought  it  mostly  on  credit.  As  a 
consequence  of  the  fair  and  honorable  dealing  of  these  two 
worthy  gentlemen,  my  family  failed  to  make  the  payment,  and 
was  turned  out  of  their  home 

Durmg  these  two  years  that  my  family  were  being  robbed  of  j 

their  property  and  rights,  other  important  events  occurred,  i 

which  gave  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  talk,  regarding  me  and  my  j 

doings.  ; 

In  June,  1842,  the  body  of  a  man  was  found  in  a  tamarack  1 

Bwamp,  Y.est  of  where  one  Bliss  lived,  and  in  the  township  of  j   - 

Jamestown,  Indiana.     The  old  story  of  1830  was  revived,  and  '  I 

embellished  with  numerous  additions.     Men,  who  at  tho  time,  j 

knew  nothing  of  the  affair,  were  favored  with  sudden  revela- 
tions ref'-arding  it  —  pretending  to  be  in  possession  of  a  host  of 
facts,  relative  to  the  disappearance  of  Xoyes.  Any  amount 
of  testmionv  was  gathered  up  from  one  and  another,  greatly 
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assisted  by  one  Ivobcrt  DoiigliLs,  jiiul  given  in  sucli  a  fcp-m, 
as  to  nia,ko  it  wear  the  semblance  of  truth. ^ 

It  was  said  by  them,  that  one  man  heard  him  iielloa ;  one  saw 
blood  at  the  foot  of  an  oak  tree ;  another  saw  me  and  a  tall  man 
together  on  the  night  that  iS  oyes  wont  away.  The  half  of  what 
was  told  I  will  not  report,  all  of  which  were  downright  lies. 
A  few  of  the  people  became  clamorous  for  my  conviction. 
A  sort  of  mania  seemed  to  take  [possession  of  them,  Ilobert 
Douglas  helping  it  along  with  all  the  influence  lie  could  or 
knew  how  to  use.  Finally,  an  indictment  was  found  agaii  s: 
me  before  a  grand  jury  in  lS'1-3,  for  the  murder  of  Lorenzo  G. 
Noyes,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  a  requisition  was  procured, 
and  an  officer  sent  from  Steuben  county  to  Jackson,  ]\[ichigan, 
where  I  was  in  prison,  and  I  was  taken  back  there.  The  offi- 
cer's name  was  James  McConnell. 

In  passingth rough  the  country,  I  attracted  iis  much  attention 
as  a  cargo  of  Bengal  tigers.  When  I  rattled  my  chains,  which 
I  frequently  did,  men,  women  and  boys  stepped  back  fj-om  the 
wagon,  atid  said,  "What  a  dangerous  looking  man  he  is.''  I 
was  put  in  jail  at  Angola,  Indiana.  A  ^Ir.  Wilder  was  then 
sheriff  of  Steuben  county,  and  he  was  neither  scared  nor  mean, 
treating''  me  with  the  utmost  kindness  at  all  times.  Not  bein;^ 
ready  for  trial,  I  remained  in  jail  all  winter,  and  a  tiresome 
one  it  proved  to  be  ;  still  I  ate,  slept  and  drank  as  usual,  trying 
to  make  the  best  of  it.  Outside  they  vrerc  hurling  fire-brands 
of  calumny  at  me,  from  all  sections  of  the  country,  at  a  furious 
rate,  while  I,  having  no  money  or  property  with  which  to 
defend  myself,  was  at  their  mercy;  like  a  vessel  at  sea  witlioul 
sail,  masts  or  rudder. 

At  last,  some  of  my  friends  came  to  the  rescue,  and  with 
their  aid  I  procured  the  services  of  John  B.  Howe  and  David 
H.  Colerick  the  latter  gentleman  bemg  from  Fort  Wayne,  and 
who  took  a  decided  stand  in  my  behalf;  he  put  forth  all  the 
energy  and  eloquence  in  his  power  to  impress  it  upon  the  jury 
that  I  was  an  innocent  man,  and  ought  to  be  acquitted.  (I  had 
taken  every  means  1  knew  how  to  employ,  to  show  him  that  I 
was  not  guilty  of  the  crime  laid  to  me.)  His  unparalleled 
effort  and  earnest  appeal  in  my  behalf,  before  the  jury,  and 
v/hich  influenced  eleven  of  tlie  jurymen  to  deciJe  in  my  favor, 
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AVhcn  the  day  came  for  iny  trial,  and  as  I  was  taken  from 
the  jail  to  the  court-house,  a  hu'ge  crowd  followed  and  gazed  at 
me  as  if  I  were  a  menaoerie  on  a  gigantic  scale.  At  the  trial 
the  court-house  Avas  densely  packed,  tlie  case  ])roceeding  first 
on  the  part  of  the  St;ito.  Here  allow  me  to  state  that  every 
stone  liad  been  turned  by  the  prosecuting  attorney  which  possi- 
bly could  be,  to  perfect  a  elm  in  of  evidence' that  would  bo 
effectual  in  convicting  me.  There  were  any  number  of  wit-' 
nesses  from  Steuben  county  who  were  willin*:!:  and  anxious  to 
have  the  case  go  against  me.  Men  testified  to  many  things 
untrue  (so  far  as  their  knowledge  went)  of  the  events  which 
had  transpired,  and  for  which  1  was  being  tried. 
.  When  the  counvcl  for  the  State  had  closed  his  plea,  my  hopo 
vanished  ;  I  felt  within  my  heart  the  "die  was  cast :"  yet  1  knew 
I  had  two  of  the  ablest  lawyers  which  could  be  found  in  the 
State  of  Indiana.  AViien  Mr.  Colerick  opened  the  defense  to 
fhe  jury,  I  was  wonderfully  relieved,  and,  as  we  proceeded  with 
the  testin.ony,  the  prospect  began  to  assume  a  much  brighter 
look.  At  the  close  of  ]ny  lawyer's  address  to  the  jury,  I  felt 
confident  of  being  acquitted;  yet,  after  this,  Mr.  Douglas,  tho 
prosecutirig  attorney,  made  a  most  convincing  and  ingenioiLS 
argument,  in  which  he  set  aside,  as  being  untrue,  the  earnest 
appeal  of  })[r.  Colerick. 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  Douglas'  address  my  heart  sank,  and  a 
shade  of  sadness  came  over  me,  which  was  too  deep  to  be  easily 
thrown  oil.  In  soliloquizing  as  to  my  fate,  I  saw  awaiting  me 
the  scaffold,  the  rope,  the  noose,  the  bhlck  cap,  and  the  coffin ; 
I  heard  the  click  of  the  plank  as  it  fell  from  under  me,  and  I 
saw  the  thousands  of  lookers-on.  In  the  event  of  my  being 
convicted  of  murder  in  the  second  degree,  I  saw  the  iron  door 
of  the  pi'ison,  the  dreary  halls,  and  the  long,  dark  night,  v.'ith 
no  hope  of  day  ever  dawning  for  me. 

With  this  gloomy  prospect  of  the  future,  who  can  censure  mo 
for  acknc»wledging  that  at  times  I  felt  a  faintness  of  heart  creep 
over  me. 

AVhen  the  attorneys'  arguments  were  finished,  the  judge 
delivered  an  impartial  charge  to  tho  jury,  after  which  they 
retired  and  deliberated  for  some  time.  On  returning,  they 
brought  in  a  verdict  of  ^'Murder  in  tho  second  aegreel" 
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Once  more  I  was  doomed  to  tlic  penitentiary  —  this  time  for 
life  —  and  was  taken  to  JefTersonville,  Indiana,  on  the  Ohio 
river,  opposite  Louisville,  Kentucky.  Here  I  remained  for  a 
period  of  one  year  at  hard  hibor. 

During  the  fall  of  1S15,  Mr.  Colerick  took  my  case  before 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Indiana,  and  owing  to  an  error  commit- 
ted on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  at  Fort  AVayne,  the  decis- 
ion  was  reversed,  and  I  was  returned  to  Steuben  county  jail, 
to  await  a  new  trial. 

To  be  again  tried  in  this  county,  Mr.  Colerick  thought,  would 
be  equivalent  to  a  return  to  the  penitentiary,  and  not  without 
an  effort  could  another  change  of  venue  be  had.  To  do  this, 
Mr.  Colerick  went  before  the  State  Legislature  and  obtained  a 
special  act  gi-anting  a  change,  and  a  new  trial  was  procured  for 
La2:ranire  connlv. 

AVhile  my  lawyer  was  sincere  in  the  belief  that  I  was  an 
innocent  man,  and  that  1  never  could  in  any  fair  and  impartial 
trial  be  proved  guilty,  1  knew  to  the  contrary,  and  I  made  up 
my  mind  never  to  be  put  on  trial  again,  and  in  the  spring  of 
184G,  while  waiting  for  court  to  set  in  Lagrange  county,  I, 
cut  a  hole  thi'ough  the  tloor  of  the  jail,  then  tore  out  a  place 
in  the  wall  and  got  out.  1  headed  for  the  southern  country,, 
and  reached  Logansport,  where  I  was  seen  and  identified  by  a 
negro,  who  at  once  notiiied  the  ollicers  of  that  place,  and  they 

(230) 
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arrested  me,  and  I  was  talcen  back,  liaiid-cufTed,  iu  a  canal  boat 
to  Ft.  Wayne. 

The  oflicers  fallin^^  asleep  durin^i;-  the  night,  I  made  my 
escape  out  of  a  window  into  the  canal,  and  reached  the  heel- 
path  side  and  walked  along  by  the  boat  until  I  came  to  a 
bridge,  then  crossed  over,  and,  while  the  driver  was  sleeping,  I 
took  olT  the  forward  horses,  turned  them  as'de  into  the  woods, 
and  made  the  distance  to  Ft.  AVayno  in  advance  of  the  ofiicers 
or  boat.  1  started  for  home  and  was  re  arrested  and  i*eturncd 
to  the  very  same  jail  in  Angola,  where  I  found  the  hole  in  the 
floor  repaired  by  bars  of  iron  spiked  over  it.  They  had  a  pair 
of  fetters  made  for  me  out  of  common  bar  iron,  which  weighed 
nineteen  and  a  half  pounds,  and  riveted  them  on  my  ankles, 
connecting  the  fetters  together  vrith  a  piece  of  log  chain  twelve 
inches  long. 

1  wore  a  belt  around  my  body,  in  v.hich  I  carried  two  steel 
case-knives,  unknown  to  all,  and  in  just  one  week  from  the 
ni<^ht  they  juit  me  in  jail  and  adjusted  my  fetters,to  their  en- 
tire satisfaction,  I  suppose,  1  was  out,  and  went  as  straight  as  a 
*'bee  line"  to  Tloberb  Douglas'  barn,  stole  his  horse  and  rode  to 
my  home,  aiid  with  a  cold-chisel  I  had  made  and  tempered  my- 
I  self,  1  cut  off  my  fetters,  and  left  for  the  south,  intending,  if  I 
'\  ever  reached  there,  to  take  a  part  in  the  Mexican  war,  Avhich 
was  then    at    its   height.   -At  Jeflersonville   1  waited  around 
I  the  penitentiary  a  while,  with  a   view  to  kill  the  keeper,  or 
'  warden,  who  had  misused  mo  while  there,  but  I  could  not  get 
at  him,  so  I  took  the  river  there  for  2sew  Orleans,  at  which 
place  1  hired  out  to  a  man  who  furnished  horses  for  the  army 
in  Mexico.     We  crossed  the  Gulf  to  Taylor's  army,  where  we 
landed,  and  turned  our  horses  over  to  those  who  took  charge  of 
them  there.     After  this  was  done,  I  was  out  of  employment, 
and  to  live  idle,  1  could  not. 

It  will  be  remembered  this  was  the  first  year  of  the  so-called 
Mexican  war,  and,  wanting  to  turn  it  to  my  advantage, 
wrote  several  letters  from  there  home,  saying  I  had  enlisted 
for  the  whole  term  of  the  war,  and  would  not  return  until  its 
close.  I  did  this  to  avail  myself  of  the  benefit  of  the  act 
i  passed  by  Congress,  "  Forgiving  all  past  offensas  to  those  who 
I  enlisted  in  this  war  to  its  end."     1  will  say  here,  I  did  not 
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enlist,  had  no  idea  of  it,  but  went  to  robbing,  stealing  and  kill- 
ing, and  in  every  way  acting  in  keeping  with  tko  will  of  the 
]>cople  of  tho  United  States.  I  did  not  get  there  until  after  the 
bombardment  of  Vera  Cruz. 

]n  this  pkice  I  broke  into  and  robbed  several  houses.  My 
operations  of  this  kind  were  carried  on  entirely  among  tho 
nobihty  of  the  city,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  term;  but  I  did 
not  see  any  that  1  shiould  style  as  such  among  the  !Mexicitns. 
1  looked  upon  them  as  a  low-bred,  half-iiuman  set  of  thieving, 

murdering  d Is,  and  it  v/as  my  intention  to  play  tho  hand 

with  them  as  the}'  deserved. 

I  reached  the  army  of  General  Taylor  at  a  place  called 
Camargo,  on  or  near  the  Eio  Grande.  It  was  at  that  time  the 
general  lieadquarters  for  supplies.  This  was  about  the  1st  of 
September,  1540,  and  before  the  close  of  that  month  the  whole 
I  army  was  concentrated  at  the  village  of  Marin,  on  the  road  to 
j  Monterey.  On  the  19th  of  September  we  arrived  at  AValnut 
I  Springs,  three  miles  from  Monterey,  not  having  met  with  an}'- 
serious  resistance  on  tlie  way.  This  place  was  apparently  well 
1  fortified,  both  by  nature  and  science.  On  the  night  of  our 
arrival,  General  Taylor  took  a  surve\'  of  the  city  to  ascertain 
jhow  it  lay  —  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  vrc  would  be 
obliged  to  contend  with  in  attacking  it. 

On  the  next  day  General  "Worth,  General  Butler,  and  other 
oflicers  were  sent  to  invade  the  city  at  diiTerent  points,  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  21st  the  battle  commenced  in  earnest. 
General  May,  with  his  dragoons,  Bragg,  with  his  artillery,  and, 
in  fact,  every  part  of  the  army  was  in  the  engagement  at  once. 
The  roar  of  cannon,  the  clash  of  steel,  and  the  rattle  of  mus- 
ketry, were  heard  simultaneously  with  the  groans  of  the 
wounded  and  dying,  and  the  pale  faces  of  the  dead  were  to  be 
seen  at  every  step.  The  battle  continued  until  the  23d  at 
S  o'clock  p.  M.,  when  General  Ampudia  sent  a  proposition  to 
General  Taylor,  and  terms  were  agreed  upon  to  suspend  for  tho  \  ► 

time  all  hostilities  between  the  armies.  The  Mexican  soldiers 
were  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  city  of  Monterey  to  a  certain 
distance,  which  was  done  within  seven  days,  and  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  at  10  o'clock,  our  forces  took  possession  of  the  citadel. 

"While  this  state  of  things  existed,  I  thought  it  was  time  to 

\ 
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do  something  in  my  line,  and  accordingly  went  into  sevei-al 
dwelling  houses  and  took  what  I  could  get.  About  11  o'clock 
I  went  to  the  door  of  a  good-looking  dwelling,  accompanied  by 
two  others,  whom  I  had  found,  and,  like  myself,  had  not  the 
most  spotless  cliaracter.  AVe  ask'ed  for  admission  but  was 
denied  it,  the  man  answering  us  in  the  Spanish  language.  This 
was  of  no  account,  for  one  of  ray  companions  kicked  the  door 
down,  and  wo  advanced  a  little,  Avhen  I  threw  the  blaze  of 
light  full  upon  the  inmates,  or,  on  the  one  wlio  had  answered 
us.  A\^e  immediately  requested  hint  to  bring  around  his  .money, 
and  while  making  this  demand,  presenting,  for  his  inspection, 
two  or  three  navy  revolvers,  pointing  them  at  his  head,  under 
which  he  curled  and  cringed  like  a  cur  dog.  Taking  Ids  purse 
from  his  pocket,  he  handed  it  to  one  of  my  friends.  We  then 
marched  him  over  the  house,  and  found  several  of  the  finest 
blankets  I  ever  saw,  and  so  closely  woven  that  they  would  hold 
i  water.  After  we  had  made  the  tour  of  the  house  and  were 
ready  to  retire  —  in  the  presence  of  three  Spanish  women, 
whom  we  liad  kept  under  control  by  the  display  of  firearms  — 
we  killed  the  man,  he  being  the  only  one  in  sight,  then  made  a 
hasty  retreat.  AVe  then  went  to  another  part  of  the  city,  where 
a  simikar  event  was  transjactcd,  leaving  the  house  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  first.  After  repeating  this  three  or  four  times, 
and  being  well  supplied  with  money,  and  goods,  vv^e  returned  to 
our  quarters. 

On  this,  the  night  of  the  2-ith  of  September,  ISiu,  my  share 
of  the  profits  in  money  and  goods  amounted  in  all  to  four  hun- 
dred dollars.  '  This  I  buried  remote  from  our  encampment, 
except  the  goods,  which  I  converted  into  money  among  the 
soldiers.  During  my  stay  in  Monterey,  I  and  my  w^orthy  col- 
leagues took  charge  of  the  money  and  effects  of  a  large  number 
of  the  ''Mongrel  race,"  who  are,  for  short,  called  ''Mexicans.'^ 
The  greater  part  of  these  places  we  left  in  a  condition  beyond 
the  power  of  any  one  to  make  a  second  raid  upon  them. 

One  da}^,  while  we  were  encamped  near  this  place,  my  com- 
panions and  I  took  a  ride  in  the  country  ten  or  fifteen  miles, 
to  see  ^v•hat  could  be  done  in  the  way  of  making  a  small  stake 
when  we  saw  three  men  coming  toward  us  at  a  rapid  gait  on 
horseback.     By  a  short  turn  in  the  highway,  we  were  hid  from 
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their  vie»v,  and  taking  an  ob^^cure  path  wo  rodu  into  a  thickot  | 

of  prickly  pear  and  dismonnted,  tied  our  horses,  and  got  baclc  j 

to  the  road  just  a^.  they  were  passin<:^,  when,  quickly,  each,  one  I 

of  us  picked  his  man  and  fired,  the  three  falling  to  the  ground  1} 

instantly;  their  horses  stopped  acting  as  if  they  wanted  to 
ascertain  the  cau.se  of  so  sudden  a  change  in  the  jnovenients  of 
their  masters.  Vio  tool:  the  Itor^^es,  led  them  into  our  path  and 
tied  them,  going  back  hastily  to  our  more  valuable  prey,  the 
men,  and  finding  one  of  the  three  still  alive,  and  not  wishing  to 
take  back  any  prisoners,  we  soon  dispatched  him  also,  then 
dragging  the  three  to  our  place  of  concealment.  We  searched 
the  bodies,  finding  only  a  few  dollars  upon  each  one,  a  watch, 
revolver,  and  a  knife.  We  left  them  then,  to  rest  alone  in  their 
glor\',  lying  in  plain  sight,  b}'  the  side  of  the  bridle  path,  feel- 
ing conscious  that  they  would  not  be  among  our  enemies  at  any 
future  battle.  We  then  examined  their  horses,  and  finding  one 
that  suited  me  much  better  than  the  one  I  had,  I  took  hnu, 
leaving  mine  with  the  other  tv.'o.  We  then  made  our  exit  in  a 
hurry,  going  back  to  camp  with  the  spoils  of  the  day —  I  being 
largely  ahead  in  obtaining  one  of  the  finest  and  fleetest  hor.ses 
in  the  country.  I  gave  him  to  one  of  the  oince:'s,  at  the  same 
time  he  retaining  me  to  take  charge  of  him. 

Up  10  this  time  I  had  no  regular  duty  in  the  army,  and,  for  a 
show  to  business,  I  engaged  as  cook  for  several  oflicers,  which 
kept  me  employed  during  the  day.  This,  however,  did  not 
prevent  me  from  doing  any  night  work  that  might  turn  up. 
These  two  men,  my  partners  in  crime,  were  from  Texas,  and 
could  speak  the  Spanish  language.  While  our  army  was  at 
Monterey,  we  continued  our  plundering  and  murdering  when- 
ever an  opportunity  presented  itself.  We  knocked  down  many 
a  Mexican  on  tlie  street,  and  robbed  him.  AVe  usually  had  a 
sling-shot  for  this  purpose,  and,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  death 
was  the  result. 

Monterey  Avas  a  well-built  city,  containing  a  population  of 
twelve  to  sixteen  thousand.  Many  of  its  inhabitants  were 
wealthy  Spaniards  and  Mexicans  —  just  the  place  for  men  of 
our  stamp  to  be  in  —  and  we,  fully  realizing  the  fact,  sought, 
by  every  means,  to  make  the  most  of  our  stay  there.  The 
country  round  about  the  city  was  thickly  dotted  with  ranches, 
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all  in  a  prosperous  condition.  These  mansions  of  the  rich  we 
visited,  either  by  day  or  niglit,  invariably  linding  large  amounts 
of  gold  and  silver.  Tliis  wo  buried,  after  selecting  one  of  the 
safest  places  we  could  find.  Some  distance  from  our  camp  was 
a  forest  of  shrubs,  interspersed  witli  trees  of  gigantic  size,  and 
on  a  line  between  two  of  the  last  nji.med  was  our  pUice  of  deposit. 

We  were  more  successful  in  our  raids  on  Sunday  than  on  any 
other  day.  The  people  of  that  country  attended  the  Eoman 
Catholic  Church  at  ^'Nlonterey,  and  were  always  absent  from 
their  homes  on  that  day,  and  many  of  them  were  left  entirely 
without  an  occupant.  Having  such  favorable  chances,  we  used 
to  open  their  houses,  take  their  money,  watches,  silver-ware,  or 
anything  which  we  could  convert  into  money.  We  never  broke 
open  their  dwellings,  I  having  keys  to  unlock  and  lock  them 
again. 

One  beautiful  Sabbath  dav  we  entered  a  dwellinfr  not  far 
from  the  city,  and  finding  everything  bore  the  mark  of  vrealth^ 
yet  not  in  the  si i ape  of  n\oney,  vre  concluded  to  pay  them  a 
visit  at  night,  and  ascertaiii  how  much  of  the  ^'one  tiling  need- 
ful" they  carried  about  their,  persons. 

After  making  our  circuit  for  the  day  vre  returned  to  camp, 
feeling-  somewhat  irritated  ai  our  failure,  not  havin^r  secured 
enough  to  pa.y  expenses.  This  state  of  feeling,  no  doubt,  hur- 
ried us  somewhat,  for  at  an  early  hour  in  the  evening,  we  rode 
within  half-a-milc  of  this  house  I  have  mentioned,  dismounted? 
tied  our  horses  in  a  clump  of  small  trees,  and  went  to  the  man- 
sion, at  once  demanding  admittance.  To  our  surprise  the  door 
was  swung  open,  and,  without  a  word  from  any  one  inside, 
several  revolvers  were  discharged  at  us,  wounding  one  of  my 
companions  in  the  left  arm.  We  immediately  returned  the  fire, 
and'  fied  in  great  haste,  instantly  followed  by  six  or  eight  men. 
We  reached  our  horses  just  in  time  to  get  mounted  as  they 
came  up,  and  discharged  another  round  at  them  and  rode  away 
in  the  direction  of  our  camp.  On  reaching  it  a  surgeon  was 
sent  for,  and  the  arm  of  our  friend  done  up  in  good  style.  It 
was  said  to  be  an  accident  occasioned  by  the  premature  dis- 
charge of  a  pistol.  It  ])roved  to  be  only  a  flesh  wound,  and  in 
ten  or  twelve  days  he  was  ready  for  duty  again. 

One  pleasant  afternoon  we  again  rode  up  in  front  of  thig 
16 
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mansion,  and  hitched  our  horses.      In  a  respectful  way  ^vc  \ 

knocked  at  tlie  door,  when  a  middle-aged  man  appeared  and  j 

addressed  us  in  the  native  hinguage.     My  friend  of  the  wounded  j 

arm  informed  him  that  we  wished  some  refreshments,  and  we  V 

were  invited  in.  1 

On  entering,  we  made  the  discovery  that  himself  and  two  or     • 
three  females  were  the  only  occupants  of  the  house,  and  things  | 

took  another  turn.     AVe  informed  him  then  that  we  were  in  ; 

pursuit  of  money,  and  in  order  to  save  himself  he  must  shell  i 

out  all  he  had.  We  told  him  that  we  had  been  informed  as  to 
the  amount  in  his  possession,  at  the  same  time  displaying  our 
pistols  to  give  emphasis  to  our  remarks.  Our  wounded  man 
then  marched  him  through  the  house,  while  we  stood  guard. 
As  soon  as  their  promenade  ended,  and  the  owner  had  given 
us  two  hundred  dollars,  I  showed  him  a  two-edged  Jcnife,  and 
told  l]is  guide  to  tell  him  I  would  cut  his  throat  unless  he  gave 
us  more  mono}'.  At  this  he  seemed  very  much  alarmed,  and 
motioned  to  the  wounded  man  to  follow  him.     In  a  very  few  J 

moments  they  returned,  and,  to  our  great  surprise  and  pleasure, 
gave  us  a  purse  of  gold  containing  over  four  hundred  dollars. 
We  were  overjoyed  at  this  good  fortune,  and  as  he  was  too  old 
to  make  a  soldier,  we  thought  vre  would  spare  his  life,  telling 
him  if  he  ever  said  or  done  anything  about  this  robbery,  we 
would  reairn  and  murder  him  and  his  whole  family. 

Vre  v»'ere  now  some  miles  from  camp  and  the  afternoon  was 
far  advanced,  so  ^ve  all  mounted  our  horses  and  gave  the  old 
Mexican  and  his  family  an  opportunity  to  take  free  respiration, 
which,  no  doubt,  they  did. 

At  the  right  and  left  of  us  there  were  men,  vrho,  had  they 
kno\vn  what  our  mission  had  been,  would  have  fallen  upon  us 
in  overwhelming  numbers,  and  we  would  all  have  been  scalped 
within   two  miles  of   the  house  we  bad   robbed.      We  now  1 

moved  on  in  a  hurry  toward  our  line,  and  when  witiiin  five  .  * 

miles  of  ^^horne,"  as  we  called  our  camp,  five  Mexicans,  coming  * 

in  from  a  cross  road,  attacked  us,  demanding  our  money  and 
arms.  We  refused  by  discharging  our  pistols  at  them,  which 
they  returned  with  good  effect,  killing  my  horse  under  me,  and 
I  left  standing  on  my  feet  as  he  fell.  That  moment  one  of 
these  men  rode  up  to  my  side  and  dismounted,  with  a  view,  no 
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doubt,  to  pic'.'ce  me  Avitli  his  dagger,  but  before  he  fairly  reached 
the  ground,  I  clenched  him  by  the  hair  ^vith  my  left  hand  and 
flung  him  on  the  ground,  at  the  same  time  stabbed  him  with 
.my  knife  near  the  heart,  and  as  he  attempted  to  rise  I  kicked 
him  in  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  and  he  lay  still.  In  the  mean, 
time  my  companions  had  killed  two  of  them,  and  the  other  two, 
seeing  the  work  was  too  warm  for  them,  fled.  My  friend  of  the 
wounded  ai-rn,  had  taken  care  to  capture  for  me  one  of  the 
horses  of  the  fallen  ^lexicans.  One  of  m}^  companions  received 
a  flesli  wound,  made  by  a  sabre  in  the  hand  of  one  our  enemies, 
We  took  from  the  dead  men  everything  of  value,  and  thca 
dragged  them  to  one  side  of  the  road,  andv  went  on  our  way. 
When  we  reached  camp  it  was  long  after  dark,  my  companion 
who  had  received  the  wound  upon  bis  left  breast,  looked  a  little 
pale  fi'om  loss  of  blood,  but  his  v/ound  was  dressed,  and  in  a 
few  days  he  was  as  well  as  ever. 

For  almost  a  month  after  this  event,  I  did  no  work  of  my 
own  except  to  steal  a  watch  from  a  captain  of  one  of  the  Indi- 
ana companies  of  volunteers.  I  saw  him  around  one  day,  glo- 
riousl}^  drunk,  on  some  liquor  ]nuch  like  Vvhisky  or  a  kii^d  of 
brandy,  made  from  the  magney  plant,  obtained  from  the  city 
called  Mexican,  I  kept  on  his  track,  and  v.-hen  he  had  gone 
into  his  tent  and  fallen  asleep,  I  crawled  in  on  my  hands  and 
knees,  unloosed  the  chain  from  his  vest,  taking  it  and  the 
watch,  a  fme  gold  lever  vrorth  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
I  'buried  it  in  the  sand  under  my  bunk. 

On  ti.e  following  day,  when  the  captain  came  round,  his  vest 
lacked  the  adornment  of  a  chain,  and  his  pocket  was  minus 
that  which  would  have  told  hira  the  time  of  his  sobering  off. 
He  never  heard  from  his  watch,  and  when  I  left  my  tent  tho 
watch  was  among  my  traps.  I  never  told  the  captain  of  it-s 
whereabouts. 

From  Monterey  General  Taylor  moved  to  Saltillo,  but  made 
no  halt,  moving  forward  to  Agua  Nueva,  where  he  remained 
until  February,  1S47.  Learning  that  Santa  Anna  was  advanc- 
ing upon  him,  Taylor  selected  Buena  Yista  as  the  most  desirable 
place  to  give  him  battle.  After  stealing  the  captain's  watch,  I 
admit  that  I  never  felt  quite  at  my  ease,  or  as  safe  as  I  should 
had  I  let  it  alone.   I  well  knew  that  if  it  was  found  out  that  I 
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was  the  guilty  one,  I  should  fare  hard.  Theivforo,  on  learnhig 
that  in  December,  1S40,  General  Scott  Avould  be  on  the  Eio 
Grande,  I  resolved  that,  in  some  way,  I  would  join  that  branch 
of  the  army;  so,  when  a  pait  of  General  Taylor's  men  went  to 
Camargo,  I  went  along,  though  I  did  not  go  at  the  same  time. 
I  had  resigned  my  position  as  cook,  and  was  a  sort  of  straggler 
in  and  around  the  camp.  I  had  iny  eye  on  a  horse  v/hicli  I 
intended  to  take  with  me,  provided  I  could  get  hold  of  him. 
He  was  the  fleetest  horse  I  had  ever  seen,  and  greatly  excelled 
any  in  our  army.  I  made  up  my  mind  to  steal  him,  thinking  I 
could  ride  him  to  Camargo  in  one  night,  where  I  wanted  to 
present  him  to  General  Scott.  The  horse  had  no  brand  on  him, 
and  was  the  most  valuable  one  I  thought  I  had  ever  seen, 
weighed  about  twelve  hundred  pounds,  deep  chest,  high  headed, 
and  an  eye  like  an  eagle's.  He  was  also  well  broken  under  the 
saddle.  A\'here  he  came  from,  or  how  he  came  to  be  in  the 
army,  I  never  asked  nor  cared  to  ask.  One  thing  I  did  Jcnow, 
that  ^\  hen  I  left  that  branch  of  the  army,  he  would  leave  with 
me.  AVith  this  end  in  vievr,  I  laid  my  plans,  looking  over  the 
horses  (juite  frequenth',  that  1  might  not  lose  sight  of  the  one 
I  luul  ''sj>otted;"  his  saddle  and  bridle  I  much  desired,  too? 
and  to  finisli  up  llie  list  of  my  wants,  I  will  mention  an  elegant 
pair  of  spu7's  v;orn  by  tlie  o^vner  of  the  horse. 

The  night  came  on  which  I  intended  to  leave,  and  going  very 
cautiously  to  where  the  horse  was  tied,  I  gently  put  on  his  sad- 
dle and  bridle,  also  the  coveted  spurs  of  the  Major,  mounted 
him  and  was  otf. 

I  had  my  road  nuirked  out,  and,  of  course,  I  must  pass  the 
guard,  and  touching  m}'  horse  lightly  with  the  spurs,  he  darted 
past  th(Mn  with  tlie  rapidity  of  lightning,  I  helloaing  at  him  all 
the  time  to  stop.  The  guard  thought  he  was  running  away 
with  me  and  did  not  shoot. 

I  was  now  bound  for  Camargo,  a  distance  of  one  hundred 
miles,  and  I  must  have  been  half  the  distance  by  the  middle  of 
the  ni^dit,  when  it  was  my  time  to  feed.  1  stopped  at  several 
places  to  look  for  something  to  give  my  horse,  and,  at  last,  in 
a  crib  or  hovel,  I  found  some  barley,  which  I  fed  him,  and  after 
resting  for  an  hour,  pursued  my  journey  toward  Camargo. 

It  must  be  born  in  mind,  that  on  this  nig)  t  I  ^\•as  riding 
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through  a  country  filled  Avith  enemies,  any  one  of  ^vhich 
would  have  killed  me  on  first  sight,  and,  therefore,  it  was 
very  important  to  mo  to  reach  the  end  of  m}^  journey  before 
day. 

When  daylight  appeared  in  the  east,  Camargo,  was  in 
view,  and  by  the  time  the  sun  Avas  an  hour  high,  1  had  reached 
the  place,  my  horse  a  little  tired,  though  not  any  more  so  than 
many  horses  have  been  which  I  had  rode  but  half  tlie  distance. 

I  went  around  the  camp  ground  and  finally  brought  up  at 
the  quarters  of  General  Scott.  At  last  I  mustered  up  courage 
to  tell  him  I  had  a  horse  I  wished  him  to  see,  and,  in  case  he 
liked  him,  I  vrould  make  him  a  present  of  it.  The  General 
replied,  **  Fetch  him  around  this  afternoon."  I  did  so,  and  he 
got  on  and  rode  away.  I  did  not  see  him  again  until  near 
night,  when  he  found  me  waiting  at  his  tent.  It  was  plainly 
visible  that  the  General  was  greatl}'  pleased  with  the  horse, 
and  after  he  had  dismounted,  I  said: 

*•  How  do  you  like  him?'' 

"AVell,  I  think  he  is  tlie  best  horse  I  ever  was  on,''  he  replied. 

**If  you  please,  sir,  he  is  yours,"  I  said. 

He  thanked  me  warmly  and  asked  me  if  I  v/ould  tak'e  care 
of  him  a  few  da^■s.  I  said  I  would,  and  anvthino-  else  he  miirht 
wish  done,  either  day  or  night,  during  the  term  of  the  war. 

At  this  time,  and  in  this  camp,  there  Avas  a  great  deal  of 
talking  among  the  officers  and  soldiers  about  the  campaign 
against  Vera  Cruz.  The  forces  of  General  Scott  lay  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Eio  Grande,  and  in  three  or  four  days  he  went 
back  to  his  army,  I  going  along  as  waiter.  "We  were  immedi- 
ately moved  from  liere  to  the  Island  of  Lobos,  twenty-five 
miles  north  of  Vera  Cruz.  This  place  being  the  general  ren- 
dezvous, the  whole  force  embarked  here  and  were  transported 
to  Port  Anton  Lizardo. 

On  the  Tth  of  March,  18:1:7,  General  Scott,  accompanied  by 
Commodore  Conner,  reconnoitered  the  city,  and  selected  the 
shore  west  of  the  Island  of  Sacreficios  as  being  the  best  place 
to  land.  On  the  0th,  the  whole  armament  set  sail.  General 
Scott  leading  the  way  on  the  steamer  "Massachusetts."  The 
landing  of  the  troops  commenced  about  sunset,  and  at  half-past 
9  o'clock  every  soldier  (myself  among  the  number)  were  on 
shore,  without  an  accident  of  any  kind  occuri'ing. 
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On  the  i2th  the  army  liad  taken  its  position,  and  from  that 
time  forth  until  the  22(.l,  the  duties  of  the  soldiers  ^vere  very 
lahorious  in  removing  heavy  ordnance  and  mortars  on  shore. 
On  this  day  (22d)  Genei-al  Scott  demanded  the  Governor  of 
Yera  Cruz  to  surrender  the  city,  which  he  refused  to  do.  On 
the  24lh  the  twenty -four  pounders  and  Paix  guns  were  in 
readiness,  and  on  the  25th  the  whole  battery  was  in  operation 
on  land  and  sea.  I  was  constantly  engaged  running  errands 
for  the  General  from  one  part  of  the  army  to  another.  I  could 
give  a  full  account  of  the  whole  ])roceedings  did  time  and  space 
permit.  Sullice  it  to  say  the  European  consul,  becoming 
afraid,  ashed  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities  until  they  could  leave 
the  city,  but  to  which  request  General  Scott  paid  no  heed. 

On  the  2Tth  of  ]VIarch  the  city  surrendered,  and  on  the  29th 
the  flag  of  the  Ignited  States  — the  red,  wdiite  and  blue  —  was 
waving  over  the  citv  and  castle  of  San  Juan  d'Ulloa. 

All  was  quiet  for  about  ten  days,  during  which  time  I  fol- 
lowed my  )]iode  of  warfa)'e.  I  went  into  the  city  and  secured 
a  full  suit  of  ]^>Iexicau  soldier  clothes.  By  this  time  my  cohl- 
panions  were  at  liberty,  and  almost  every  night  we  robbed 
some  of  the  wealthy  ones  of  the  city.  AVe  were  usually  dressed 
in  the  ^lexican  uniform,  and,  as  such,  would  go  into  a  house 
displaying  our  arms  and  demanding  their  mone^',  speaking  to 
them  in  their  own  language.  By  this  time  1  could  speak  their 
tongue  quite  intelligibly.  Sometimes  we  picked  a  man  during 
the  day  and  waylaid  him  at  night,  knocking  him  down  with  a 
sling-shot,  and  taking  whatever  he  had  about  his  person,  and 
left  him  lyi^i.:^  ^vhei'c  he  fell.  We  uised  this  weapon  because  it 
done  its  work  well  and  noiselessly. 

At  last  1  came  across  an  Englishman  having  some  oihcial 
duty  in  A'era  Crxiz.  lie  talked  a  great  deal  with  those  of  our 
men  as  wore  stripes  indicating  them  to  be  men  of  rank.  Seeing 
him  often,  I  resolved  to  rob  him,  and  do  it  alone.  I  had 
noticed  tliat  he  wore  an  elegant  gold  watch,  and  probably  had 
considerble  money  about  him.  A'ery  early  in  the  morning  he 
started  for  his  boarding  place,  which  was  only  a  step  from  the 
main  part  of  the  city,  and  upon  a  well-populated  street.  I 
watched  until  I  saw  where  he  stopped,  and  on  the  next  night  I 
was  waitin^r  for  him.     When  he  came  along,  I  knocked  him 
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down  and  dra;:rged  him  into  an  alley,  and  there  rilled  him  of 
two  hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  and  a  watch  wliich  I  sold  for 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  a  revolver  and  stiletto. 
All  this  I  did  and  was  gone  in  three  minutes.  I  immediately 
returned  to  camp  and  changed  my  dress  for  that  of  an  Ameri- 
can soldier.  On  the  following  morning  I  went  into  the  city, 
where  I  heard  that  an  European  oflicer  had  been  knocked  down 
and  robbed,  and  it  was  thought  he  would  die.  Whether  he 
lived  or  died,  I  never  knew,  lie  was  an  Englishman  and  per- 
haps from  London,  and  it  was  not  in:iprobable  that  he  was  one 
of  the  men  who  drove  me  from  the  city  in  such  haste  that  I 
was  obliged  to  leave  my  trunk,  and  fiyc  or  six  hundred  dollars, 
which  it  contained,  or  was  buried  in  the  yard  back  of  the  house 
where  I  boarded ;  I  was  even  forced  to  leaye  the  kingdom  on 
the  sly,  and  in  the  night  time.  If  I  was  riglit  in  my  rellections, 
I  was  amply  repaid  by  the  amount  I  took  from  the  oihcer.  In 
the  after  part  of  the  day  I  heard  the  General  and  some  other 
o^entlcmen  talking  over  the  alTair,  and  they  accused  some  Mex- 
ican robbers  of  the  crime,  and  I  concluded  that  that  let  me  out 
of  the  scrape. 

The  next  day  after  this  event,  General  Twiggs  started  with 
his  division  for  the  city  of  Mexico,  taking  the  Jalapa  road. 
Three  days  after,  on  reaching  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  he 
found  that  General  Santa  Anna  occupied  the  heights  with  his 
army.  It  was  here  I  had  the  privilege  of  being  an  eye-witness 
of  the  renowned  battle  of  Cerro  Gordo.  Xew  roads  had  to  be 
made,  and  plans  laid,  before  hostilities  cotdd  begin.  On  the 
17th  or  IStli  the  fight  commenced  in" earnest.  A  large  number 
of  prisoners  were  taken,  arms  and  munitions  of  war  secured, 
and  on  the  10th  our  main  army  was  quartered  in  Jalapa,  the 
Mexicans  having  moved  oii. 

From  this  place  we  went  to  Lalloya,  and  from  there  to 
Perote.  where  we  captured  a  large  amount  of  arms  and  stores. 
From  this  place  we  moved  to  the  city  of  Ptiebla,  where  our 
army  remained  some  time.  This  is  a  most  beautiftd  city, 
thouo'h  not  haying  yery  wide  streets,  but  running  parallel  with 
each  other.  It  stands  on  the  declivity  of  a  bill,  is  compactly 
built.  The  houses  being  chiefly  of  stone,  two  stories  high,  with 
flat  ro^  fs,  each  house  having  a  foimtain  of  wi.ter.     The  army 


24S  TUE   LIFE   OF    BILE   DOTY, 

readied  this  place  in  May,  and  left  for  the  city  of  Mexico  about 
the  Gtli  of  August. 

I  had  two  months  here  in  which  to  attend  to  my  own  alTairs. 
My  two  companions  and  myself  improved  the  time  to  its  utmost  '\' 

limit.  I  commenced  by  robbing  stores,  and  by  the  time  we  had 
been  there  a  month,  1  and  my  friends  supplied  a  goodly  num. 
ber  of  our  officers  and  soldiers  with  luxuries  from  their  grocer- 
ies. Xow  and  then  I  sold  them  a  watch,  once  in  awhile  a  fine 
Mexican  blanket,  sometimes  a  little  brandy.  Indeed,  there  was 
scarcely  anything  in  the  city  of  Puebla  1  did  not  steal,  besides 
it  w^as  a  nightly  occurrence  for  us  to  knock  down  a  Mexican  on 
the  street,  when  he  was  returning  home  from  his  place  of  bus- 
iness, or  from  some  house  of  ill-fame.  In  our  nightly  visits 
about  the  city,  we  dressed  in  their  style,  and  the  little  talking 
I  done  was  in  their  language,  but  my  chums  could  speak  it 
fluently.  I 

One  day  about  the  1st  of  July,  I  rode  out  in  the  country  \ 

alone,  Groins:  four  or  live  miles,  when  I  met  tv\'o  men  ridinf'-  in  i 

a  fine  carnage,  drawn   by   two   stylish   horses.      I   resolved  J 

to  make  a  strike,  so  wdien  I  came  in  close  contact  with  them, 
I  presented  one  of  Colt's  large-sized  revolvers,  and  ordered 
them  to  stop,  telling  them  in  poor  Spanish  I  As^ould  take  their 
money.  The  pistol  intimidated  them  (for  they  are  ail  a  set  of 
cowards),  and  forthwith  the}^  each  handed  me  a  purse  con- 
taining about  fifty  dollars.  I  also  noticed  tliey  each  wore  a 
silver  watch,  and  I  told  them  I  would  take  charge  of  them,  too. 
I  then  told  them  to  lay  down  their  weapons;  they  replied  that 
they  had  none.  At  this  I  shot  one  of  their  horses  and  returned 
to  tlie  city,  and  when  I  reached  there  it  was-  dark.  I  soon 
changed  my  clothes  and  taking  my  usual  place,  no  one  would 
have  known  me.  This  daylight  robbery  was  talked  of  in 
Puebla  on  the  following  day,  but  no  effort  was  made  to  trace 
the  affair  out,  as  I  ever  knew  of. 

A  short  time  after  this  our  army  moved  on  in  the  direction 
of  the  capitol,  and  on  the  19th  of  August  Avere  in  position  to 
give  battle  before  the  City  of  Mexico.  Eocks,  marshes,  cause- 
ways and  blockaded  roads  were  to  be  overcome,  together  with 
a  force  four  or  five  times  as  large  as  our  own.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  formidable  array  of  difficulties,  on  the  morning  of  the 
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141h  of  Se|>teinl)er  our  flag  w  as  hoisted  over  all  the  principal 
places  in  the  city,  and  tlie  war  was  virtually  at  an  end. 

With  the  close  of  hostilities  between  the  two  armies,  my 
two  comrades  and  I  were  again  at  libert}''  to  seek  any  other 
occupation  we  might  choose,  as  our  term  of  service,  per  agree- 
ment, was  at  an  end.  AVc  did  not  remain  idle  long,  for  in  a 
few  honrs  only  after  the  stars  and  stripes  were  run  up  as  a  pro- 
tection to  the  inhabitants,  my  brothers  in  crime,  with  myself, 
were  indiscriminately  robbing  tlicui  of  their  property.  That 
ever  memorable  night  —  the  Itlth  of  September  —  we  were 
eniriifred  the  entire  time  in  stealioo;  and  securine:  one  hundred 
and  eighty  dollars. 

The  next  day  we  were  in  and  out  among  the  horses  belong- 
ing to  the  ofllcers,  and  selected  thi'ce  of  the  very  best  we  could 
find.  On  that  same  night  we  arrayed  ourselves  in  the  usual 
^Mexican  style  of  dress,  having  xVmerican  suits  in  our  knapsacks, 
and,  thus  equipped,  we  started  for  Vera  Cruz.  During  the  night 
\vc  readied  Puebki,  where  we  changed  our  clothes  for  those  we 
had  with  us,  as  we  wished  to  be  seen  and  known  there  as  pri- 
vate citizens  of  the  United  States.  1  carried  in  mV  pocket  a 
pass  out  of  Mexico,  given  me  by  General  Scott;  1  also  had  a 
Mexican  blanket,  which  was  a  present  to  me  from  the  General. 

On  reaching  Puebla  we  procured  breakfast  for  ourselves, 
spent  the  day  and  part  of  the  night  stealing  things  conveniently 
handy,  and  in  breaking  open  houses  and  robbing  them  of  every- 
thing wo  could  put  out  of  sight.  To  wind  up  with,  we  stole 
something  to  eat  and  some  feed  for  our  horses.  We  tht^n  took 
the  road  for  Jalapa,  and,  after  traveling  forty  miles,  turned 
off  into  tlie  woods,  fed  and  rested  our  horses,  and  slept  awhile 
ourselves,  and  were  greatly  refreshed  for  the  remainder  of  our 
ride.  On  arriving  at  Jalapa,  we  found  it  in  possession  of  our 
men,  and,  1  vrill  assure  my  reader  we  fared  sumptuously  while 
we  remained  there  —  two  or  three  days  —  in  the  mean  time 
cleaning  out  a  few  Mexicans,  in  both  soul  and  body.  I3eing 
fully  satisfied  with  our  work  and  treatment,  we  resumed  our 
march  toward  Vera  Cruz,  Avhicli  city  was  also  occupied  by  our 
countrymen.  Our  buried  wealth  near  Monterey  I  never 
returned  to  look  after,  and,  unless  accidentally  discovered,  will  be 
found  rmong  other  valuables  that  Avill  rise  on  the  last  great 
tlay. 
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CHAPTER  XXYII. 

LEAVE  MEXICO  FOIl  THE  UNITED  STATES  —  LAND  AT  NEW  ORLEANS 

LNSUCCESSEL'L  MIDNIGHT  KOUDERY ONE  OF  MY  "  CHUMS  "  KILLED 

AND  THE  OTHER  ARRESTED LEAVE    HASTILY    FOR    LOUL^VILLE  — 

ARRIVE    HOME VISIT  FRIENDS  —  RESUME  MY  OLD  VOCATION — IN 

JAIL — COAVHIDING  A  FELLOW  CRIMINAL — A  NEWLY-ELECTED  LEGIS- 
LATOR ATB/-KING  STOLEN  BOOTS  —  SENTENCED  TO  THE  MICHIGAN 
STATE  I'RISON  FOR  SEVENTEEN  YEARS PRISON  FAVORS  SHOWN  ME.  ^ 

When  we  reached  A'era  Cruz,  wc  found  that  a  steamer 
-was  ready  to  leave  for  Xew  Orleans,  and  we  made  haste 
to  sell  our  horses  and  go  on  board,  arriving  in  tliat  city  on  the 
26th  of  September,  IS-iT.  Here  I  felt  as  if  I  was  at  home 
and  as  if  I  would  like  to  play  a  hand  at  my  old  game,  and  then 
go  up  the  river.  Therefore,  we  looked  around  the  city  for  a 
subject,  and  finally  hit  upon  the  idea  of  taking  possession  of  a 
good-looking  house  and  its  contents,  which,  we  judged  from  •  I 

appearance,  would  be  v.'ell  supplied  with  money  and  valuables.  | 

This  dwelling  was  a  little  remote  from  the  thickly  populated 
part  of  the  city,  which  was  an  advantage  to  us  in  different  ways. 

At  12  O'clock  that  night  we  were  on  the  ground  ready  for 
action.  On  knocking  at  the  door,  no  one  answered  the  sum- 
mons, and  I  was  just  in  the  act  of  trying  my  skill  at  opening  | 
it,  when  it  was  thrown  open  and  the  report  of  two  revolvei-s  | 
gave  us  to  understand  that  we  would  meet  with  a  warm  rece|)-  | 
tion  there.  One  of  my  comrades  was  shot:  and  killed,  and  I 
turned  to  run  when  I  felt  a  hand  laid  heavily  on  my  shoulder.  j 
I  was  then  near  the  road,  and  turning  quickly  around  I  struck  1^. 
the  man  with  a  sling-shot  on  the  head,  and  ran  down  the  river  j 
some  two  miles,  w^here  I  spent  the  night.  The  next  day  I 
returned  to  the  city,  where  I  found  they  were  somewhat  exci-  ! 
ted  over  the  affair  of  the  previous  night,  and  I  also  learned  that  j 
one  of  my  friends  was  killed  and  the  other  under  arrest.    I                     1 
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could  not  and  dare  not  attempt  to  lielp  in  any  way.  That  very 
night  a  Pittsburg  boat  canu*  up  the  river,  and  1  was  one  of  the 
passengers,  glad  enough  to  get  away  so  easily  from  the  pririci- 
pal  city  of  the  ''Sunny  South." 

On  reaching  Louisville,  the  place  to  which  I  had  paid  my 
fare,  I  left  the  boat,  and  going  into  the  city  I  fell  in  with  an 
old  chum,  who  told  me  of  several  good  horses  in  the  vicinity  of 
Frankfort,  ICcntucky.  I  was  not  long  in  making  up  my  mind 
to  have  one  of  these  horses  to  lake  home  with  ]ne.  My  friend 
took  a  horse  and  buggy  and  carried  me  to  Franlcfort,  or  near 
there,  while  he  drove  in  alone,  and  put  up  for  the  night. 

When  0  o'clock  came,  he  was  back  again  where  I  had  stopped, 
and  informed  me  that  everything  was  working  finely;  that  the 
owner  of  one  of  the  best  horses  in  the  citv  had  o^one  for  a  few 
days  to  Cincinnati,  Without  giving  you  the  pai'ticulars  of  my 
mode  of  ])]occdiri-e  in  this  case,  I  will  merely  say,  that  within 
iifteen  minutes  from  the  time  I  reached  the  barn,  my  horse  was 
in  full  rig  and  I  on  his  back,  traveling  at  the  rate  oi  jifiy  viiks 
an  hour.'  Some  time  before  morning  I  })ut  liim  in  a  barn 
belonging  to  one  of  my  friends.  Early  in  the  morning  I  put 
him  by  the  side  of  anotiier  horse  and  crossed  the  river.  These 
horses  we  drove  ten  miles,  and,  at  a  by  place,  I  took  inm  out 
and  put  another  in  the  harness,  one  that  a  boy  had  rode  in  the 
rear.  This  arrangement  I  had  made  with  my  friend  previous 
to  crossino-  the  river. 

When  night  appi'oached  I  was  over  one  hundred  miles  from 
Frankfort,  at  the  house  of  a  friend,  where  1  remained  until  the 
next  night,  and  then  made  an  early  start,  riding  fifty  miles, 
and  stopping  with  one  of  our  clan  to  rest  awhile  before  going 
home. 

In  due  time  I  arrived  at  home  once  more  and  visited  with  ray 
family  a  few  days,  not  being  seen  except  by  a  friend  or  two. 
In  a  few  days  I  went  to  the  State  of  isew  York  to  make  my 
father  and  brothers  a  visit.  I  traded  the  Keniucky  horse  to 
my  father  for  a  span  of  dapple  grays,  and  brought  them  back 
to  Indiana,  claiming  they  were  brought  from  Mexico.  They 
\Were  very  fast  travelers,  doing  me  many  a  hard  night's  work. 

When  I  made  my  appearance  in  the  village  where  my  family 
resided,  lo  one  mentioned  passed  events,  every  o^e  supposing  I 
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was  reprieved  by  my  enlistment  in  the  army.  This  belief 
among  the  people  gave  me  perfeet  freedom  to  do  as  I  pleased. 
I  exhibited  a  Mexican  blanket,  a  Spanish  sword,  and  stiletto. 
Having  these  things  helped  ^vonderfLllly  to  confirm  the  report 
of  my  being  in  the  service  in  Mexico.  I  also  could  speak  t he- 
Spanish  language  quite  well. 

The  winter  of  lS4:T-48  I  devoted  to  stealing  wliatever  I  came 
across,  Avithout  regard  to  any  particular  chiss  of  goods.  I  had 
removed  my  family  to  a  most  convenient  locality  for  carrying 
on  my  line  of  business.  It  was  on  a  small  lake  in  the  southern 
part  of  Branch  county,  ^Michigan.  Here  I  at  once  accommo- 
dated inyself  to  the  necessities  of  the  people.  If  tliey  wished 
anything  I  did  not  have,  I  would  be  sure  to  get  it  for  them  on 
the  coming  night.  I  stole  many  a  set  of  harness,  both  single 
and  double.  If  L  Iieard  of  a  man  who  had  just  got  a  new  one^ 
and  was  able  to  buy  another,  T  was  sure  to  take  it  and  give  it 
to  some  one  who  could  not  ailord  one. 

I  went  to  Cold  water  and  stole  a  box  of  boots  in  order  to  fit 
a  man  out  for  the  Legislature,  by  the  name  of  Colvin.  He 
came  to  my  house  in  a  great  hurry,  wanting  a  pair  of  fine 
boots.  I  took  his  measure,  and,  as  soon  as  he  was  gone,  vrent 
to  Coldwater.  Tlie  next  da}'  he  came  over,  and  I  was  enabled 
to  fit  him  with  a  very  stylish  pair.  I  never  heard  that  he  ever 
made  any  remarks  about  the  manner  or  expertness  of  my  fixing 
a  pel  son  up,  yet  1  really  enjoyed  the  thought  that  one  of  the 
law-making  men  of  Michigan  had  his  feet  dressed  in  a  pair  of 
boots  stolen  by  myself. 

When  the  summer  of  184S  arrived  I  was  in  readiness  to  com.- 
mence  business.  My  ])]ace  was  frequented  by  any  number  of 
the  most  desperate. characters.  Stolen  horses  were  brought  to 
me,  and  I  forvrarded  them  on  to  another  point,  or  put  them  in 
the  market.  This  was  a  sort  of  partnership  we  carried  on,  the 
local  center  of  v;hich  v^'as  ]S'oble  county,  Indiana  —  Albion^ 
Ivendallv.ile,  L.sbon,  Arvilla,  Ligonier,  and  Eome,  of  that 
county,  being  v/ell  represented,  as  well  as  the  whole  country. 

Many  of  these  men,  v;ho,  ten  years  after,  helped  to  persecute 
others,  were  at  this  time  the  ring-leading  thieves  in  that  region. 
Could  1  have  been  free  in  1S5S,  I  would  have  made  some  of 
them  "bite  the  dust."     I  have  reference  now  to  the  men  who 
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assisted  in  the  lianglni,^  of  McDougal,  French,  and  others,  and 
who  carried  around  such  a  vile  wretch  as  Paine,  and  took  his 
word  for  the  truthfuhiess  ol  the  crimes  said  to  be  committed  by 
others,  many  oC  them  doing  but  little  mischief  in  comparison 
with  that  hig-h-handed  wretch. 

Show  me  a  man  whose  hands  are  indjued  with  the  blood  of 
his  fellow-man,  without  acting  by  the  authority  of  law,  and  1 
will  show  you  one  tliat  has  a  consuming  fire  within  him  by  day 
and  night,  and  which  will  surely  end  in  the  annihihition  of  both 
body  and  soul. 

This  partnersliip  concern  of  ours  continued  from  this  time 
until  1850.  Durino-  these  vears  it  was  not  an  uncommon  thin<x 
for  one  man  to  steal  three  horses  at  a  time.  But  many  of  them 
were  but  ordinary  ones,  and  after  expenses  were  paid,  but  little 
remained.  However,  while  horsestealing  was  carried  forvrard 
vigorously,  I  was  impi^oving  my  time  in  dilTerent  waj^s.  I 
went  into  several  stores  in  Fort  Wayne,  doing  well  in  the  most 
of  them.  I  robbed  several  teamsters  of  their  goods,  at  places 
where  they  were  stopping  for  the  night,  also  quite  a  number  of 
peddlers. 

In  the  fall  of  ISIS,  I  put  up  at  a  hotel  where  there  vras  a 
notion  peddler  staying.  He  was  on  his  wa}^  to  "Whitley  county, 
Indiana.  I  perceived  Jie  had  a  fine  stock  of  goods,  and  I  made 
up  my  uiind  to  rob  him  somewhere  on  his  route,  and  would 
watch  my  opportunity.  I  had  the  keys  in  my  pocket  which 
1  knew  would  open  every  drawer  and  door  about  his  wagon. 
Watching  him  as  he  took  his  departure  in  the  morning,  one  of 
my  brother  ••  chips''  and  myself  followed  on  in  the  rear,  far 
onoufdi  awav  as  not  to  be  seen,  and  continued  on  until  the 
peddler  stopped  for  the  night,  and  his  wagon  put  in  the  barn. 
Our  team  was  soon  alongside,  and  in  one  of  my  nice  and  quick 
ways,  (in  ^vhich  I  knew  so  well  how  to  do),  1  transferred  the 
goods  fiom  liis  wagon  to  mine,  and  returned  to  Fort  Wayne, 
wlierc  1  put  my  newly  acquired  wealth  in  a  safe  place,  having 
it  all  fixed  up  before  daylight. 

The  next  day  I  sauntered  about  awaiting  developments,  and 
sure  enough  it  came.  In  the  afternoon,  as  I  was  sitting  on  a 
dry  goods  box,  an  officer  came  up,  liaving  a  warrant  for  my 
arrest.     I  was  conveyed  to  the  jail  in  Whitley  county.     They 
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did  not  obtain  any' clue  to  the  ^ijoods,  and  Avhen  my  examination  I 

came  o(Y,  there  were  plenty  of  Avitncsses  from  Fort  Wayne,  i 

"vvho  swore  1  was  in  that  place  all  niglit,  ^vhich  testimony  ended  i 

the  case  in  my  fiivor,  and  1  returned  to  Fort  "Wayne.  p 

Those  who  live  to  read  this  will  I'einember  that  about  the  ) 

year  lS-lS-40,  Vrhitley  county  suffered  more  from  thieves,  rob-  i 

bers,  and  horse-thieves  than  any  other  county  in  that  ])arb  of 
the  State.  1  assisted  in  stealing  wheat,  corn,  oats,  pork,  cattle, 
and  horses.  I  entertained  feelings  of  ill-will  toward  that  couuty, 
and  meant  to  get  revenge  as  far  as  lay  in  my  pov/er.  Tiie  rea- 
son for  my  having  this  feeling  was  that  every  one  seeing  mo 
in  that  county  would  sweai-  out  a  wari'ant  for  my  arrest,  entirely 
on  the  ground  of  the  reputation  I  had  of  being  a  known  thief. 
Upon  tliis  knowledge  they  expected  to  convict  me. 

On  one  occasion  I  passed  through  a  small  place  south  of 
Kcndallville,  called  Lisbon,  v/hen  a  num,  named  Brown,  took  it 
upon  himself  to  say  some  very  rough  things  about  ^^  Old  Sile 
Doty,"  not  knowing  that  the  veritable  "Sile"  was  listening  to 
his  harani:;:ue.  "  One  ^lood  turn  deserves  another" — so  I  took 
it  upon  myself,  sometime  during  the  night,  to  throw  open  his 
store  and  convert  a  portion  of  its  contents  to  my  use,  and  also 
to  benefit  my  friends.  I  took  a  two-horse  wago})  and  filled  it 
as  full  as  I  could  pack  it.  I  unloaded  them  within  ten  miles 
of  his  store,  and  ^vhen  this  was  accomplished,  I  was  well  satis- 
fied and  called  it  even  —  mine  in  money,  his  in  evil  speaking. 

In  the  summer  of  1S4S,  I  stole  (and  sold)  two  yoke  of  oxen 
and  three  horses  from  the  good  people  of  AVhitley  county,  and 
caused  others  to  steal  from  them,  until  my  thirst  for  revenge 
was  satisfied. 

From  th'j  time  I  returned  from  Mexico,  until  the  summer  of  } 

184.9, 1  followed  a  sort  of  home  trade,  working  part  of  the  time 
at  shoe-making,  seldom  being  away  from  home,  at  any  one  time, 
longer  than  ten  days.  Some  of  my  neighbors  were  led  to 
believe  I  had  Reformed ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  make  water  run  \ 

up  an  inclined  plane,  and  that  disposition  which  is  constitutional 
is  equally  hard  to  control  or  direct.  The  one  engrossing  thought 
of  my  life  has  been  to  steal ;  not  with  the  view  of  becoming 
rich,  nor  with  the  intention  of  injuring  anyone,  except  in  a  few 
cases  for  revenfre. 
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In  tlie  suniiner  of  ISl'J,  and  in  the  month  of  June,  I  went  to 
the  city  of  Indi<anapolis,  and  stole  the  best  horse  in  the  place. 
I  also  broke  open  a  store,  and  lllled  a  larf^e  grain-bag  full  of 
the  finest  goods  I  could  find  in  it.  These  goods  I  carried  two 
miles  out  of  town,  then  went  back  and  unlocked  the  door  to  the 
stable,  saddled  the  horse  and  rode  him  out  to  the  place  where  I 
had  secreted  the  bair.  The  horse  was  afraid  of  the  ba^^  and  it 
took  me  a  long  time  to  get  it  on  his  back  and  get  on  myself, 
but  when  once  accomplisiied  I  was  all  right.  I  had  sixty  miles 
to  make  before  1  could  safely  hiy  by  for  the  day,  unless  I  took 
to  the  woods,  and  tliat  I  did  not  propose  to  do  if  I  could  avoid 
it.  I  started  with  my  horse  at  half  past  ten,  and  came  to  my 
stopping  place  before  daylight,  and  from  this  you  may  form 
some  idea  of  the  value  of  this  animal,  and  allow^  me  to  say  that 
he  did  not  appear  to  be  at  all  fatigued.  Here  I  remained 
through,  the  day,  and  at  night,  a  little  after  dark,  I  renewed  my 
journey  and  reached  Fort  Wayne  long  before  the  sun  appeared 
in  the  east.  I  halted  at  a  place  where  I  was  as  safe  as  a 
"thief  in  a  mill,'^  as  the  saying  goes.  My  goods,  in  the  afore- 
said bag,  I  sold  to  a  friend  of  ours,  and  the  next  night  I  illled 
the  same  bag  again,  with  the  same  kind  of  goods,  from  a  store 
in  Fort  "Wayne,  then  stole  an  open  buggy  and  harness  and 
drove  home  to  Steuben  county,  not  having  been  seen  in  Tort 
Wavne. 

1 1  rested  a  day  or  two,  and,  while  doing  so,  made  calls  on  my 
neighbors,  saying  to  all  that  I  had  been  hard  at  work.  Wheu 
I  got  ready  I  went  on  to  Perrysburg,  taking  my  saddle  along. 
Here  I  sold  my  goods,  buggy  and  harness,  and  again  resumed 
my  journey  on  horseback  to  Cleveland;  then  to  Ashtabula. 
I  sold  ir,y  horse  here  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  I  think 
this  horse  was  bought  of  me  by  one  AVilliara  Fowler,  a  colonel. 
I  remember  the  name  for  this  reason:  that  I  planned  with  one 
of  my  "chums"  to  steal  him  again,  which  I  afterwards  learned 
was  done. 

In  this  same  neighborhood  I  found  a  tolerably  good  horse, 
which  I  took  home  with  me,  or  towards  home,  going  in  a 
roundabout  way,  and  stopping  a  day  or  two  with  each  of  my 
friends  along  the  way.  I  took  this  horse  to  Sturgis,  Michigan, 
sold  it,  and  then  returned  home. 
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Soon  r.ftcr  this  I  had  a  call  to  tuivo  away  some  horses,  but 
sent  a  man  in  my  place  by  the  name  of  ''Big  Sandy,"  who  was 
soon  after  sent  to  the  penitentiary  at  Jackson,  Michigan,  for 
robbing  the  county  treasury  of  I'ranch  county.  '•  Sandy  "  was 
a ''  bad  man,-'  and  had  done  many  things  which  all  good  people 
deprecate,  but  that  robbery  lie  did  7iot  commit,  nor  have  any 
hand  in  it  whatever.  His  incarceration  in  prison  was  very 
unjust,  and  the  parties  who  were  instrumental  in  having  him 
sent  there  will  have  their  part  in  that  Are  which  burns  from 
"Everlasting  to  Everlasting."  ^ 

I  cannot  well  give  you  the  incidents  of  the  balance  of  this 
year,  although  I  did  not  idle  away  my  time.  I  was  continually 
committing  offenses  everywhere  within  an  area  of  seventy-five 
miles  around —  opening  stores  and  private  houses,  cellars,  barns, 
factories,  and,  I  will  say,  all  places  w^here  anything  of  value 
could  be  had.  I  made  a  number  of  visits  to  Adrian,  driving 
my  own  team  and  returning  home  loaded  with  a  variety  of 
articles,  such  as  dry  goods,  groceries,  harness,  buffalo  robes, 
and  anything  else  I  could  appropriate. 

I  remember  on  one  of  mv  excursions,  as  I  was  returniuG: 
home  through  Hillsdale,  I  savr  a  new  buggy  standing  outride 
of  a  shop,  a})parently  just  ready  for  sale,  and  to  it  was  attached 
a  very  iino  pole  and  whifiletrees.  I  took  them  off  and  carried 
them  to  a  swamp  and  hid  them,  afterwards  telling  a  friend  of 
mine  he  might  have  them  if  he  would  go  and  get  them,  which 
he  did.  I  found  out  after  a  time  that  they  belonged  to  a 
Mr.  Peck,  and  about  a  year  thereafter  I  told  him  I  would  steal 
him  another  set,  which  he  would  not  consent  to,  saying  to  me: 
"  You  did  well  to  leave  the  buggy ! " 

In  my  vicinity  there  were  a  good  many  people  "hard-up" 
for  household  goods.  One  evening  I  was  visiting  one  of  my 
neighbors,  and  the  whole  family  were  preparing  for  bed  and 
arranf^inir  their  "shake-downs"  on  the  floor,  which  consisted 
only  of  straw.  I  told  this  man  I  had  a  new  bedstead,  also  bed- 
clothes, and  would  let  him  have  them,  and  he  could  pay  me 
when  he  had  the  means,  and  that  in  a  few  days  I  would  bring 
them  to  him. 

The  next  night  I  went  to  Hillsdale  and  stole  a  new  bedstead 
out  of  a  furniture  store,  and  from  there  went  to  Ti.  Johnson's 
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h^tel,  took  a  bed  and  bed-clotlics,  with  sundry  oUicr  articles, 
enough,  as  I  thought,  to  make  nie  a  good  load,  and  started 
homewards.  In  a  few  nights  after  I  finished  up  ni}-  visit  of 
mercy  by  taking  the  bed  to  the  one  for  whom  I  had  intended 
it.  I  never  received  any  remuneration  for  this,  and  did  not 
expect  or  wish  an}'. 

At  this  very  time  I  was  under  arrest  for  having  been,  as  it 
was  assigned,  in  the  fur  trade  with  a  warehouse  in  Fort  AVayne. 
I  was  out  on  bail  —  James  liaker  and  William  Hill  being  my 
bondsmen.  Of  this  charge,  liowever,  I  was  not  guilty.  x\t  the 
time  the  furs  were  stolen  I  was  at  home,  as  could  be  proven. 

Shortly  after  my  donation  of  the  bed  I  took  a  trip  to  a  small 
place,  of  which  I  have  spoken  frequently,  called  Lisbon,  near 
Kendallville,  and  here  one  of  the  light-Hngered  gentry  and 
myself  visited  a  store,  and  took  v/liat  goods  the  merchant  liad. 
Our  teams  were  in  readiness,  and  it  took  us  but  a  short  time  to 
load  and  get  them  in  a  safe  place,  in  charge  of  Bill  Hill,  who 
cared  for  tiiem  until  sold.  Mr.  Brown,  the  owner  of  the  goods, 
made  something  of  a  hunt  for  them,  but  failed  to  discover  their 
whereabouts,  and  quietly  submitted  to  his  fate.  I  will  say 
here,  that  the  Fort  Yv^ayne  ofhcials  became  convinced  that  they 
could  not  convict  me  on  the  chartre  of  fur  stealing,  and  aband- 
oned the  ca^je. 

In  August,  18^19, 1  was  arr&sted  by  the  sheriff  of  Fort  \»  ayi-e, 
and  taken  by  him  to  the  ^Michigan  line,  where  I  was  handed 
over  to  Sliprifi  Bell  with  marked  politeness.  Th'^  charge  against 
me  in  .  jchigan  was  for  robbing  a  notion  pc^ldler,  stealing  har- 
ness, grain  sacks,  and  a  variety  of  things  too  numerous  to  men- 
tion. I  remained  in  jail  several  months,  and  was  finally  bailed 
out  by  one  Ira  Brovrn,  of  Hillsdale  county.  During  my  stay 
in  this  jail,  I  prevailed  on  Sheriff  BsU  to  give  me  a  rawhide, 
with  which  to  whip  a  man  by  the  name  of  Bradley,  who  had, 
in  company  with  others,  stolen  goods  belonging  to  me.  I 
whipped  him  until  I  made  him  own,  first,  that  he  took  them ; 
second,  where  they  were.  We  all  called  it  a  good  joke  for  a 
jail  transaction,  and  let  it  pass.  * 

In  the  month  of  September,  while  I  was  still  in  confinement, 
two  men,  one  by  the  name  of  Pierce,  and  the  other  Walters, 
stole  a  span  of  horses,  or  rather  Frpnch  ponies,  from  me,  and 
17  . 


25S  THE    LIFE   OF    STLE    DOTY. 

after  I  was  bailecf  out,  I  followed  them,  and  fouad  them  east 
of  Cleveland,  in  Ohio,  and  to  get  them  back,  gave  mo  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  and  expense,  so  much  of  both,  that  horse-thiev- 
ing, when  I  was  to  be  the  victim,  was  anything  but  agreeable 
to  me. 

I  had  forgotten  to  mention  that,  while  I  was  in  jail  at  Hills- 
dale, I,  with  others,  conceived  the  idea  of  breaking  out  and 
leaving  the  country.  A  prisoner  by  the  name  of  Price  was  to 
knock  down  the  turnkey  when  lie  came  with  our  supper  at 
night,  and  I  was  to  tear  out  tile  window  sash  in  the  hall,  both 
of  which  we  accomplished  according  to  our  plans.  The  cage 
once  open,  the  jail- birds  flew  in  every  direction,  and  the  people 
after  us  in  hot  liastc.  I  being  less  fortunate  than  the  rest, 
was  recaptured  and  returned  to  jail. 

This  suit  which  was  lianging  over  me  for  so  long  a  time,  I 
still  kept  putting  off  fro]n  time  to  time,  until  the  spring  of  1S51, 
in  April.  During  this  time  I  was  out  on  bail.  Once  when 
court  set,  there  was  an  absent  w^itness ;  another  time,  I  was  sick  /, 

at  Johnson's  hotel,  in  Ilillsdaic,  and  being  treated  by  one  of  tho  .|,5 

most  skillful  physicians  in  ^Micliipan.  I  foresaw  that  a  heavy 
tide  of  prejudice  was  awaiting  nie,  wli'jr.ever  my  trial  wouh.': 
come  ofl\  and  that  I  v.ould  in  all  probability  ''go  over  tlie  road,'' 
as  w^e  called  going  to  the  penitentiar}-,  and  I  made  up  my  mind 
to  improve  my  time  to  the  best  possible  advantage.  In  keeping 
with  this  resolution,  I  entered  into  partnership  with  Bill  Latty, 
Bone  Latty,  Bill  Hill,  and  others  ot  that  stamp,  and  during  the 
year  1S50  we  kept  up  a  lively  campaign,  stealing  more  property 
than  at  any  other  period  of  my  life,  in  the  same  length  of  time.  j 

Ilorses  and  cattle  we  had  a  particular  fancy  for,  and  goods  of 
every  description.     I  committed  several  burglaries  in  the  State  i 

of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Michigan.     I  robbed  men  on  the  streets  I 

in  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Cincinnati,  and  other  cities.     In  Cincin-  i 

nati  I  was  arrested  for  knocking  a  man  down  on  the  street,  and  / 

was  cleared  at  my  examination  before  a  lower  court,  by  prov-  A 

ing  that  I  was  at  a  distant  place  on  the  night  the  act  was  com- 
mitted. One  night,  in  Chicago,  I  knocked  a  man  down  and 
robbed  him  of  his  watch,  worth  two  hundred  dollars,  for  which 
I  had. the  pleasure  of  going  to  jail  for  two  or  three  days,  and  ^ 

was,  on  examination  acquitted.     In  Saint  Louis  I  was  the  ring-  • 
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leader  in  breaking  into  private  and  public  houses,  taking  a  large 
amount  of  money  and  goods,  all  of  Avliich  was  swallowed  by 
the  company  —  none  of  it  ever  came  to  me  —  in  fact,  "honor 
amono;  thieves''  was  becomin;^  beautifuUv  less  in  our  crowd. 

In  walking  the  streets  of  those  cities  where  we  figured,  it 
was  not  an  uncommon  thing  to  hear  one  man  say  to  his  compan- 
ion, I  was  robbed,  last  night,  of  so  much  money,  or,  I  had  my 
horse  and  buggy  stolen;  my  store  was  broken  open  and  so 
many  goods  taken. 

When  the  atmosphere  became  too  warm  in  one  place,  we 
made  tracks  for  another,  and  v/ith  renewed  efforts  made  valu- 
able additions  to  our  already  acquired  stock.  I  went  into  the 
northern  part  of  Alichigan  and  stole  a  span  of  horses  and  wagon, 
and  robbed  a  ^voolen  factory  of  a  load  of  goods.  This  was  at 
a  small  town,  I  think,  in  Genosee  county.  I  left  my  team 
outside  of  town,  then  went  back  and  stole,  and  carried  on  my 
back,  dry  goods  boxes,  in  which  to  put  the  cloth.  I  then 
"went  to  the  factor^-,  unlocked  it,  and  carried  load  after  load, 
until  my  boxes  were  all  full.  Then  I  drove  on  my  way,  flatter- 
ing myself  that  I  had  made  a  good  haul.  The  most  of  these 
goods  I  sold  in  Hillsdale,  Michigan ;  the  balance  I  gave  to  the 
needy.  1  saw  some  of  this  very  same  cloth  in  wear  sixteen 
3'ears  after. 

The  spring  of  1S51  came  at  last,  and  I  was  compelled  to 
appear  on  trial  in  Hillsdale,  upon  the  several  charges  preferred 
against  me.  The  stealing  of  the  harness,  with  which  I  was 
charged,  I  plainly  proved  to  have  bought  and  paid  for;  also,  1 
proved,  as  satisfactorily,  that  I  had  purchased  the  goods  in  a 
fair  way.  The  grain-sacks  they  proved  I  had  stolen,  which  was 
all  that  was  proven  against  me. 

M}'^  trial  was  attended  by  men  who  never  came  to  court, 
only  on  rare  occasions,  and  they  done  their  very  best  in  trying 
to  [have  me  convicted,  without  the  least  regard  to  truth- 
The  oflicers,  too,  were  tired  of  chasing  me,  and  wished  mo  out 
of  the  way.  Clerks  had  issued  writs,  which  had  never  been 
served,  and  they  also  were  -weary  of  hearing  about  me,  and 
making  out  writs  for  my  apprehension.  Eut,  most  of  all,  the 
judges  longed  to  have  a  chance  to  display  their  unlimited 
power  to  take  a  man's  liberty  from  him,  and  especially  mine- 
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They  had  done  all  tliey  could  to  prove  ino  guilty ;  the  last  stono 
had  been  turned ;  the  last  eflort  made;  and  each  la\yyer  ])ad 
spoken  his  piece,  and  Avheu  all  -svas  do7ie,  a  case  of  petit  larceny 
was  all  tliey  could,  or  had,  made  out.  But,  of  course,  I  must 
receive  my  sentence,  and  the  judge  ordered  me  to  stand  up.  I 
did  so,  and  he,  with  a  countenance  more  inhuman  than  was 
ever  worn  by  Xero  in  his  palmiest  days  of  blood  and  revenge, 
said : 

^'I  sentence  you  to  the  penitentiary,  and  to  hard  labor,  for 
the  term  of  seventeen  years.'' 

Why  the  judge  came  to  tliink  of  adding  that  odd  year  to  my 
imprisonment,  1  could  never  quite  understand,  and  it  was 
always  a  question  with  me.  He  must  have  been  thinking  of 
the  seven  devils  cast  out  of  Mary  ^Magdalen  of  old,  and  put  the 
"  teen  "  on  just  to  finish  out  the  thought.  Had  this  transpired 
in  any  other  public  assembly,  he  would  have  been  hissed  out  of 
the  house.  Eut  tliis  was  a  court  room,  hush!  where  justice 
was  administered.  i^ 

So  much  for  Judge  AVilson.  If  any  man  has  gone  where  he 
can  make  any  preparation  for  me,  it  is  him.  All  things  must 
have  an  end,  and  thus  erided  this  trial,  and  in  this  manner 
justice  was  dispensed  in  the  halls  of  the  court  house  at  Hills- 
dale, Michigan. 

Sheriir  Bell  conducted  2ne  to  the  penitentiary  and  introduced 
me  to  the  oflicers  of  the  prison.  Here  I  remained  for  fifteen 
years.  By  my  good  behavior  and  industry  I  secured  my  liberty 
two  years  in  advance  of  the  time  for  which  I  was  sentenced. 
After  being  in  prison  several  years,  I  enjoyed  privileges  which 
1  did  not  expect.  They  were  not  afraid  to  take  my  word,  and 
1  was  frequently  allowed  to  do  work  outside  alone,  such  as 
feeding  hogs  and  doing  other  chores.  Having  these  favors 
shovrn  ine,  I  was  thereby  enabled  to  do  some  stealing  in  a 
small  way,  such  as  taking  horse-shoes,  and  selling  or  giving 
them  away  to  farmers  tliat  passed  by.  1  worked  in  tlie  iron 
department,  done  cooking,  and  then  went  at  shoe-making.  I 
also  made  a  key  for  the  female  department  of  the  prison  while 
there. 

My  long  continuance  here  made  it  at  times  seem  quite  like 
home;  then,  again,  it  was  drearr  in  the  extreme.     The  days 
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waiting  to  behold  that  event. 


and  nights  were  long,  and  the  time  hung  heavily.    The  outlook  | 

toward  my  ireedoin  ^atis  far,  vcy^i/  far,  iu  the  distance,  and  it  j 

seemed  to  me  that  my  eyes  would  grow  dim  in  watching  and  j 


■a 
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CHAPTER  XXYIII. 

A   FKEE    MAN    OXCE    MOKK  —  VISIT    MY    FAMILY    AFTER   AN    ABSENCE 

OF     FIFTEEN     YEAKS  —  TilE       GANG       SCATTEKED  —  SINGLE      OLT  j 

THKEE      MEN      TO     MUKDEi:     FOlt     KEYENGE SENT     TO      JACKSON  * 

PENn'ENTIAKY    AGAIN      FOR     FOUR     YEARS SERVE     MY     TERM 

SENT    BACK   THE    TillRD     TIME     FOR    TWO    YEARS HONOR    AMONG 

THIEVES-    GROWING      REAUTIFULLY     LESS  —  SENTENCED     BY     THE 
.  GREAT   JC'DGE. 

The  chiy  dawned   at  last  when   I  should  once   more   be  vl 
free  man.     On  September  1,  ISGG,  I  was  set  at  liijcrty,  and  ;'^^ 

returned  to  my  children  in  Steuben  county,  Indiana,  only  to 
fijid  all  things  marked  with  a  change.  Men  of  my  stamp  had 
gone,  no  one  knew  whither.  The  great  reo^ulator  Time  had 
taken  from  Xoble  county  a  host  of  men  of  disreputable  prac- 
tices wdio  had  figured  largely  in  crime  in  1S4S.  Still,  there 
were  a  few  of  the  meanest  of  the  clan  left,  who  lived  dis- 
guised as  leading  regulators.  But, to  be  brief.  I  was  well 
treated  by  many  very  respectable  people  who  formerly  knew 
me.  Xone  seemed  afraid  of  me,  and  the  invitations  to  call  at 
their  homes  were  numerous.  These  invitations  came  from  the 
very  best  families  in  the  country  around  there.  1  visited  at 
these  places  frequently,  and,  for  a  time,  found  it  ver\'  pleasant 
and  asrrecable.  l>at  I  owed  some  of  these  men  a  debt  in  the 
way  of  revenge,  and  I  meant  to  pay  them  off,  let  what  might 
happen. 

I  had  singled  out  from  the  many,  three  men,  and  in  ni}-  own 
mind  had  fixed  the  penalty  of  their  former  misdeeds.     One  was  :) 

Lawyer  Parsons,  of  Coldwater,  who  had  wronged  me  yeai*s 
before;  another  was  Fred.  Fowler,  who  struck  me  with  a  club, 
after  1  had  submitted  to  an  arrest  in  years  gone  by;  and  the  i 

third  was  Addison  Knott,  who  struck  me  with  a  club,  on  the  \ 

Fish  farm,  in  Kinderhook.     These  two  last  men  hurt  me  very  /    i 


i 
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much.     Both  -were  hirge  men,  but  they  were  mean  and  co\7-  j 

ardly,  and  had  it  not  been  for  an  incident  that  occurred  in  [ 

July,  1SG7, 1  would  have  made  these  men  '^  bite  the  dust "  before  ( 

winter.     For  years  I  liad  determined  to  kill  these  rascals,  and  j 

would  luive  done  it  if  I  had  been  left  at  liberty.  [ 

In  the  month  of  July,  I  took  uiy  satchel  from  Quincy,  where  j: 

I  was  stoppin<^  with  juy  son,  and  went  to  Coldwater,  walked  ^ 

into  lawyer  Parson's  barn,  saddled  his  horse  and  led  him  out  ;.' 

past  the  house  to  the  street,  while  they  were  yet  up,  got  on  his  \\ 

back  and  rode  off  in  safety.     For  tliree  days  I  kept  this  horse  ]'] 

secreted  in  a  piece  of  woods  in  the  southern  part  of  Hillsdale         ^  i; 

county,  no  one  in  that  region  suspecting  that  I  had  such  a  [J 

thing  as  a  horse.     At  the  expiration  of  tliese  three  days,  I  •  J 

started  south,  taking  a  route  I  had  traveled  many  times  in  I 

former    days,  but   the   country   havmg    undergone   so    many  \ 

changes  I  lost  my  way,  and,  llnally,  brought  uj)  in  Bryan,  Ohio,  ' 
when,  I  had  supposed,  I  was  much  fartlier  away.     I  put  up  at 

a  hotel,  and  in  the  morning,  when  about  to  start,  several  men,  ij 

among  them  the  sheriiT  of  said  county,  made  their  ap/peai-ance,  H 

and  as  I  m'us  about  to  step  into  tlie  saddle,  the  sheriff  informed  j 

me  that  he  was  invested  with  the  power  to  arrest  me  and  take  '  \ 

my  horse.     In  my  pocket  I  carried  a  revolver,  which  I  had  ] 

almost  a  mind  to  use,  and  had  it  been  dark  I  surely  would  have  1 

done  so.     I  had  with  me  a  fine  set  of  burglar's  tools,  which  were  \ 

taken  from  me.  ;  j 

In  two  or  three  days  I  wiis  taken  back  to  Coldwater,  and  ^  J 

court  being  then  in  session  I  vras  immediately  called  for  trial.  I 
At  my  request,  ]\rr.  Colburn  appeared  in  my  behalf.     ]Mr.  L. 

tVilson  being  prosecuting  attorney,  and  a  man  with  sympathy             ,  j 

for  his  fellow  beings,  and  last,  but  not  least,  they  were  blessed  ■  } 

with  a  judge  who  was  not  at  all  prejudiced  ;  thus,  being  highly  J 

favored  in  these  particulars,  my  sentence  was  light,  only  four  t 
years. 

Again  I  was  conducted  to  Jackson,  without  enjoying  any  of  '- 
the  revenge  I  had  for  so  long  a  time  contemplated,  and  I  ground 
my  teeth  with  rage,  that  I  nmst,  for  a  time  at  least,  be  deprived 
of  the  supreme  satisfaction  it  would  have  given  me  to  have  paid 

them  off  in  full  measure.  | 

This  period  of  four  years,  for   which   I  >,'as  sentenced,  I  j 

.  -i 
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worked  out  in  a  little  over  three  years,  and  once  again  returned  j 

to  my  friends  in  1S70,  wliere  I  quictl^^  remained  for  several 
months.     Finally  I  went  into  a  northern  county  of  Michigan,  ( 

having  in  the  meantime  made  me  a  new  set  of  burglar's  tools,  i 

and  was  now  ready  for  anything  in  m\''  line  that  might  present  I 

itself.     I  had  entered  into  partnership  with  a  blackleg,  whose  / 

name  I  vrill  forbear  to  mention,  and  who  lived  in  Hillsdale  .• 

county,  Michigan.     lie  went  into  Ohio  and  stole  a  horse,  and  I  j! 

took  it  to  Grand  Eapids  and  sold  it,  then  Vv-ent  to  a  place  on  |' 

1a\\:o  ?>[ichigan,  and  took  up  my  abode  on  board  of  a  boat  that  •  | 

had  just  came  in,  and  when  I  left,  a  large  and  valuable  valise  I 

stuck  to  my  hand,  and  I  took  it  to  a  hotel,  where,  very  soon  a  \ 

man  came  and  claimed  it,  identified  it  and  its  contents.     I  told  \ 

him  it  was  given  m.e  b\"  a  man  for  whom  I  brought  it  to  the  V 

hotel.     I  fixed  up  a  nice  story  in  order  to  clear  myself,  but  to  f 

no  purpose.     Some  fellow  got  his  eye  on  me  and  said :  ! 

"  Why,  that  is  '  Old  Sile  Doty.'  ""^  J 

That  soon  settled  the  question  as  to  my  guilt,  and  I  was  / 

escorted  to  iail  with  as  much  aire  as  thouirh  I  had  been  trajltv  J 

of  treason,  like  Aaron  Burr,  or  Jeff.  Davis.     But  there  was  no  <>''; 

Greeleys  to  come  to  my  relief;  therefore,  I  was  obliged  to  stay  / 

in  jail  until  court  set.     I  knew  I  was  very  much  thought  of  in  ||     < 

that  locality,  for  every  day  men  and  women  came  to  see  me,  ? 

and  I  could  hear  them  remarking  if  that  is  '^  Old  Sile  Doty,"  j     ; 

and  various  other  remarks  indicating  the  very  high  esteem  in  j     ! 

which  I  was  held  by  all  who  had  ever  heard  of  me,  and  few  j     \ 

there  were  to  bo  found  who  did  not  know  me  by  reputation. 

Among  other  remarks  that  ^vere  made,  I  overheard  such  as  \ 

these:  ''Is  he  the  noted  horse-thief  and  burglar  ?"     ''They  say  I 

he  has  killed  m.en."     "He  really  don't  look  like  it,"  etc.  -    \ 

Time  waits  for  no  man,  and  very  soon  the  day  ca?ne  on  which  i  ■ 

my  trial  was  to  be,  and  in  the  distance  I  saw  the  nmltitude  ^    i 

gatliering  for  that  purpose.     The  sharp  peal  of  the  court-house  /  ■  ( 

bell  was  a  ^varnirlg  that  I  should  soon  have  the  pleasure  of  a  .  j 

ride  on  the  cars  to  one  of  the  principal  cities  in  the  State  of 
Michigan.  As  the  last  clang  of  the  bell  sounded,  the  sheriff 
made  his  appearance,  and  said  to  me,  "Your presence  is  desired 
at  the  court-house.*'  I  complied  with  his  wishes,  and  was  glad 
of  the  chance  to  take  this  walk  with  him.     A  larg*e  crowd  of 
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bovs,  girls,  men  and  women  were  there  ready  to  accompany  us 
to  the  door,  walking  at  a  respectful  distance,  and  when  I 
entered  the  room  where  justice  was  to  be  meted  out  to  me, 
every  eye  was  fixed  upon  me,  reminding  me  of  these  two  lines : 

"Their  booly  eyes  wide  open  Acnv, 
And  their  wide  mcuclis  Hew  open  tool** 

It  was  what  you  might  call  a  rousing;  good  show,  with  an 
audience  as  large  as  ever  greeted  a  Booth,  though  not  as  lucra- 
tive to  me,  as  my  spectators  were  composed  entirely  of  "  dead- 
heads." 

Finally  the  charges  against  me  -svere  read,  and  they  were  so 
forcible  and  true,  indeed,  too  true^  that  no  efTort  I  could  make 
could  possibly  change  the  tenor  of  events,  and  a  plea  of 
"  Guilty !  • '  was  interposed.  The  judge  of  the  cqnrt  then  ordered 
me  to  arise,  and,  on  doing  so,  said : 

<^  Sir,  thirty  years  ago  I  sentenced  3^ou  to  prison  from  another 
cx)unty/' 

"That  is  a  Z?V,  sir!"  I  replied,  at  which  he  seemed  a  little 
irritated,  and,  to  make  the  story  short,  will  add  that  I  was  sen- 
tenci^d  to  the  penitentiary  for  two  years  at  hard  labor.  But  I 
was  not  afraid.  1  knew  I  would  have  a  "body-guard"  as 
competent  to  escort  me  there  as  Brigham  Young  ever  had  on 
any  of  his  tours,  and  so  I  did.  On  reaching  Jackson  I  found 
my  old  c<}ll  vacant  and  as  clean  as  when  I  left  it.  I  must  say 
I  felt  very  much  at  home  again.  The  officers  received  me  very 
kindly,  and  ahvoys  treated  me  well  to  the  last  day  of  my  stay 
with  them. 

During  the  period  of  my  imprisonment  I  began  to  feel  quite  a 
bit  old,  being  then  in  my  seventy-third  year.  My  reflections 
were  not  altogether  pleasant  at  times.  I  felt  my  time  was 
nearly  up,  and  I  would  never  be  able  to  distinguish  myself 
again  in  any  of  the  different  avenues  of  crime.  I  possessed  no 
other  qualification,  or  had  no  occupation  to  fall  back  upon,  and 
it  seemed  as  if  I  was  left  alone  on  a  tideless  and  wavelets  sea 
to  rot  and  molder  in  the  winds  and  rains  of  heaven,  like  a 
vessel  without  sail,  mast,  or  rudder. 

As  the  time  approached  when  I  was  agair  to  bo  restored  to 
ray  liberty,  I  took  another  view  of  myself  and  the  picture  I  had 


\ 
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drawn.  I  resolved  then  and  there  to  spend  one  more  year  in 
my  favorite  and  long-practiced  profession,  and  then  leave  it  for 
good,  giving  the  right-of-way  to  a  class  of  experts  'who  were  to 
be  found  on  every  hand  where  thieving  could  be  carried  on 
^vith  success. 

"With  tliis  purpose  in  view,  I  bid  good-b^'e  to  the  penitentiary 
of  IMichigan,  and  wended  my  way  back  to  my  son  in  Eeading, 
IlilUdale  county,  again  meeting  with  my  usual  warm  reception 
from  my  family  and  friends.  All  seemed,  in  actions  and  in 
words,  glad  to  behold  *^  Old  Sile  Doty  "'once  more;  the  term 
''^Oid-'  seeming  much  more  appropriate  to  me  than  at  any 
former  period  of  m\'  life. 

In  tlie  spring  of  IS 75  I  entered  into  an  arrangement  with  a 
joung  thief  of  Hillsdale  county,  a  man  about  thirty -live  yeai's 
old,  ^vho  had  the  run  of  the  country,  and  wlio  had  some  experi- 
ence in  this  business.  We  agreed  to  work  together  and  divide 
xhe  spoils.  1  had  fixed  u])  a  fair  set  of  bu]-glar's  tools,  so  that 
we  could  have  ingress  to  almost  any  house  or  barn  in  the  coun- 
try. ^.Ve  immediateU"  coio.menced  our  labors^  g^^'^o  ^^'-^  ^^ 
Tohxlo  w  itli  a  span  of  horses  and  a  light  spring-wagon,  wiiere 
I  went  into  a  barn  and  stole  a  harness  worth  fifty  dollars,  and 
then  left  the  city,  going  ^vest.  On  our  way  we  opened  every 
ham  v;e  came  to,  imtil  our  load  ^vas  completed,  wdiich  cc^nsisted 
of  harness,  v^hips,  buffalo  robes  and  blankets.  By  this  time 
it  was  late  in  the  night,  and  something  must  be  done  with  our 
^oous  ]'or  the  cominir  da  v.  ,  AVe  were  six  or  seven  miles  east  of 
BlissfK-ld.  in  a  country  where,  once  in  my  life,  I  would  have 
had  no  dilnculty  in  finding  a  safe  place,  and  where  blacklegs 
were  plenty.  J^at  no\v  I  ^vas  at  a  loss  to  know  where  to  put 
up,  and  we  had  to  rely  on  our  own  ingenuity  for  finding  a  place 
for  our  goods  during  the  dav,  calculatino-  at  night  to  renew  our 
journey  westv.-ard.  AVhile  we  were  discussing  the  subject,  we 
came  to  a  lo^v,  wet  marsli,  grown  up  with  high  bushes,  and 
here. we  concluded  to  unload.  Wc  carried  our  goods  about 
twenty  rods  into  it,  througli  water,  grass  and  brush.  By  the 
time  this  Avas  done,  the  gray  of  mornijig  appeared,  and 
we  drove  on  toward  Ulissiield,  where  we  fed  and  got  our 
breakfast,  spending  the  day  without  being  recognized  by  any 
one  I  formerly  knew.     As  I  sat  there,  my  thoughts  went  back 
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blacklegs  wci:e  plenty.  But  now  I  \v^s  at  a  loss  to  know  where 
to  put  up,  anc{\we  had  to  rely  on  p<ir  own  ingenuity  for  6r.ding 
a  place  for  our  ,goods  during  tike  day,  calculating  ar  r.ignt  lo 
renew  our  journey  westward/ While  we  were  discussing  ihe 
subject,  we  came  ^p  a  iovv<  wet  marsh,  grown  up  with  hi^h 
bushes,  and  here  w'^  coi?u:luded  to  unload.  We  tarried  our 
goods  about  twenty  Kpfds  into  it,  through  water,  grass  and 
brush.  By  the  time  ytni^  was  done,  the  gray  of  morning  ap- 
peared, and  we  drove  onXloward  Blissfield,  where  we  fed  and 
got  our  breakfasjK^spending^he  day  without  bcin^:  recognized 
b)  any  one  I  formerly  knew.  As  I  sat  there,  my  thoughts  went 
back  over  many  an  event  which  occurred  in  that  vicinity  in  the 
long  ago.  The  robbery  of  Barrett;  the  den  ot  counterfeiiers 
which  disgraced  the  banks  of  the  river  Raisin,  so  noted  in  the 
Indian  history  of  Michigan.  I  spent  the  day  very  pleasantly 
talking  to  old  Doctor  Leach,  and  some  others,  who  knew  me 
well  in  my  younger  days,  but  did  not  know  me  nov/  en  account 
of  my  age. 

At  night,  Mr.  Davis  and  I  went  back  to  the  swamp  zrA 
reloaded  our  goods,  taking  them  to  the  house  of  a  friend  of 
Davis,  southeast  of  Hillsdale.  They  were  boxed  a.-.d  shipped 
to  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  wliere  they  were  sold  for  three 
hundred  dollars. 

I  made  several  trips  with  Davis,  of  a  similar  character,  ar.d 
with  good  success,  consigning  them  to  the  same  place,  Grand 
, Rapids.  On  one  trip  to  Hicksville,  in  Ohio,  we. stele  a  full  load 
of  buffalo  robes  and  harness,  which  amounted  to  no:  less  than 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  was  also  consigned  to  a 
man  living  in  Grand  Rapids. 

During  the  summer  of  1875,  I  was  as  active  in  business  as  at 
any  former  time  of  my  life,  though  on  a  much  smal-<:r  sea''? 
My  powers  of  endurance  having  very  perceptibly  dccrea-od, 
I  was  not  able  to  stand  the  fatig-ue  of  riding  horses;  besides  .1 
was  out  of  the  ring,  and  did  not  know  wliere  to  go  v.nth  :hrm 
to  be  assured  of  safety.  My  cooperators  had  disbanded,  ani 
were  distributed  around  in  dirterent  directions — some  .South, 
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some  in  the  far  West,  some  died  a  natural  death,  some  hung-, 
others  shot,  and  a  good  many  in  h — 1.  With  this  large  reduc- 
tion in  the  ranks,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  follow  that 
branch  of  the  business  with  any  degree  of  success. 

I  continued  in  company  with  Davis  until  late  in  tlie  fall,  but 
owing  io  the  very  meagre  share  of  the  profits  which  fell  to  me, 
I  dissolved  the  partnership  business  between  us.  With  the 
exception  of  tv/o  or  three  sets  of  harness,  my  summer's  work 
was  entirely  lost.  Davis  and  an  accomplice  at  Grand  Rapids, 
Michigan,  took  it  all. 

It  is  an  old  saying  that  *'There  is  honor  among  thieves," 
but  Davis  was  a  decided  failure  in  that  particular.  After  his 
dishonesty  toward  me,  I  conceived  the  idea  of  killing  him.  I 
was  deeply  chagrined,  that  one  so  low  and  so  detestably  mean 
should  be  classed  with  respectable  thieves,  like  the  gang  of 
which  I  had  been  for  so  long  a  time  an  active  a::d  devoted 
member,  and,  also  one,  who  was  often  moved  with  generous 
impulses.  I  thought  by  putting  him  out  of  the  way,  I  wou'<i 
save  some  county  the  expense  of  a  trial  and  hanging  h:rn, 
which  money  could  be  devoted  to  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  But 
on  sober,  second  thought,  I  decided  to  let  him  go  unharmed  as 
far  as  I  was  concerned. 

After  severing  this  connection  with  Davis  I  was  a^^ain  alcne, 
and  the  time  of  the  year  was  fast  approaching,  which  corre- 
sponded with  my  years.  It  was  in  the  "sear  and  yeilcw  lea:" 
season,  and  I. was  warned  of  its  rapid  advance  by  the  chiiiy 
and  piercing  winds,  which  spoke  to  me  plainer  than  langu.-^re. 
"you  must  rest."  Accordingly,  during  this  very  fal!  I  viiited 
my  daughter,  Caroline,  of  whom  I  had  seen  but  litile  tor 
many  years,  she  being  absent  from  our  home  since  the  tin'fr 
was  first  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary.  The  bal^incc  oi  my 
time  I  spent  with  my  son  in  Reading,  who  was  ever  rca Jy  to 
have  me  share  with  him  h.is  hospitality. 

During  the  winter  I  -isited  a  good  deal  around  arnorg 
those,  with  whom,  in  early  days,  I  had  been  on  fritrd:y  terms, 
and  kept  up  a  friendly  acquaintance.  1  speak  now  of  lr?.>-rs. 
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Let  me  here  say,  that  in  recountinj^  the  many  incidents  and 
crimes  of  my  life,  I  have  chosen  only  those  which  I  luive 
thought  would  be  of  the  greatest  interest  to  my  reader,  I 
have  omitted  more  than  enough  unimportant  ones  to  make  a 
book  of  moderate  size. 

When  stealing  in  cities  and  in  the  country  1  have  been 
arrested  many  times  in  different  States  and  put  in  jail,  and 
always,  except  in  Michigan  and  Indiana,  was  successful  in  lib- 
erating myself. 

From  my  very  infancy  I  have  been  so  thoroughly  imbued 
with  a  disposition  to  steal,  that  the  fear  of  any  punishment, 
however  severe  it  might  be,  never  for  one  mom^mt  had  the 
least  influence  over  me,  in  abrid^^ing  my  operations.  I  have 
committed  many  crimes  when  I  was  almost  certain  that  retri 
bution  would  follow  fast  on  my  heels,  but  this  knov  !v:  ige 
never  occasioned  me  to  halt  once  in  whatever  I  had  uiidvriiktrr; 
to  accomplish. 

End  of  Doty  Narratfv'e 


The  following  notice  is  copied  from  the  Angola  Herald  of 
March  15,  1876:— 

"THE  LAST  OF  SILE  DOTY." 
"DEATH  OF, A  WONDERFUL  MAN.— Silas  Doty  departed  ihlt, 
Hfe  on  last  Sunday,  at  the  residence  of  his  son,  at  Read'ng.  Mijh'r'-in. 
at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-six  years.  Wonderful  Man!  \\  ra:  ,in 
eventful  life!  Let  one  man  write  his  eventful  life,  and  what  a  lesio-i 
it  will  serve  to  others.  He  was  well  known  as  one  of  the  ca:i:?si 
settlers  of  this  county,  settling  at  Jamestown,  near  the  State  hnc,  m 
1833." 


NOTE  BY  THE  COMPILER.— The  last  interview  I  h:.d  ^v•■(h  Dctv 
was  at  my  house  in  the  early  days  of  March,  1876.  He  sctin'^.d  a  tnr'c 
worn,  but  was,  at  that  advanced  age.  physically,  a  remaiRaMr  inri7\, 
walking  home  (a  distance  of  ten  miles)  on  as  good  time  a:.  r.io>t  y.^u:.»< 
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men.    On  reaching  home,  March  12,  1S76,  after  a  day's  illness,  he  died, 
surrounded  by  his  relatives  and   many  friends. 

He  was  a  man  highly  respected  for  his  genial  and  social  qualities; 
also,  a  man  of  superior  mechanical  ability,  and,  during  his  younger  days, 
manufactured  many  curiosities.  In  his  dealings  he  was  scrupulously 
exact,  and  no  man  had  a  better  record  for  truth.  He  never  became 
dissipated  or  licentious.  As  a  friend  and  neighbor,  he  was  more  than 
an  average  good  man. 
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